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© us at Home, and are no hindrance to Enjoyment 
© Abroad, they 'g0 to Bed with us, Travel with 
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FTER the Deſtrufion, total Over- 


| throw, and Extirpation of Its an- 


cient Inhabitants, the Land of 
Canaan roſe to Dignity, Opulence, and | 
Power. It exhibited, under the Jewiſh 


| Monarchy, a new. Scene of Magnificence 
and Splendour, became the politeſt and. 


moſt celebrated Court in the Univerle, 
the Seat of Empire and of Glory. 
Its Hiſtory, its matchleſs Ferti1 tv, Ciſ- 


tinguiſhed Honours, Cuſtoms, ' Uſages 
and Laws, its Religion and Government 


| are the Subjeas of theſe ESSAYS. 
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Every ſerious Attempt to 1mprove the 


riſing Generation, however puerile, viewed 


as an Encouragement to Virtue, and a 
Means of ſuppreſſing Vice and Immorality, 
will meet a candid Reception and Support, 
Some abler Pen, a Friend to Youth and | 


Innocence, on ſuch a Foundation may 


ere(t a Superſtrutture of rational Enquiry, 
and reſcue the untutored Mind from Pre- 
Judice, Error, and Superſtition. 


And in a Country ſo divinely bleſſed, 
where Virtue 1s foſtered and cheriſhed at 
the Throne, and its influence enforced by 


Example, we may cheerfully look for 


Succels. 


To my numerous Friends, whoſe reſpe&- 
ful Notice, has crowned my days with 


Honour and added happineſs to exiſtence, 


now (in lifes decline) I humbly ogy A 


ribute of Labour and Love, - 


What 


quity, deſcribe CharaRers and Paſſions, 


_ F Nu 
| "What afforded me Pleaſure in Solitude 


5; = Retirement, 1 was deſirous of commu- 
_ nicating to Others, Would to God, 


gs might 1 impart « comfort to a ſorrowing 464 


by wiſely and uſefully employing it, and 


enliſt in the purſuit of Religious Know- 


ledge, the Hour of Diſſipation or Indul- 


gence. 


All under ſufferings, I would with ear- 


neſtneſs perſuade to read and ſtudy the. 


Holy Scriptures. Extraordinary Events 


excite our wonder and aſtoniſhment i IN pro- 
portion to the Credit they deſerve, but the 
Sacred Hiſtorian, reverentially looked up to, 
will intereſt you moſt wonderfully of all, 

for of Hiſtories true or fiftious, none is 
{6 awfully curiots, affeting and delightful, 

none ſo ſimply told and ſo Authentic. 


Conſcious of their dignity, the Inſpired 
Prophets, arid venerable Sages of Anti- 


az "c- us 
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Juft as they beheld [ them, withoutF Aattery 


or Diſguiſe. The Vicious and Ungodly 
(be their ſtations encircled in royalty, .or 
their Memoirs ever ſo heroic) are uſheregIn 
with a Regret, on purpoſe tobe condemned 


' and” exhibit a pifture of abhorrence. 
While virtuous ARions, the Deeds of the 


Righteous are here regiſtered, become a 
part of Holy Writ, and are honourably 


applauded lor ever. 


Theſe Sacred Records, This very firſt 


Book ever Wrote furniſhes us with Exain- 


ples, the wiſeſt Maxims, Precepts and Rules 
of Life, the graceful Ornament of Youth, 
and they add Dignity to riper Years, and 


Veneration and Reſpett | to Age. 


From referrin Fe Events and TranſaQtons 
only to a firſt Cauſe, and over-looking 1 In- 
termediate and more ordinary Ones, ſome }. 
have thought the Jewiſh Hiſtory | not found- 
ed on the Prircciples. of others, and incapa- 
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ble of being examined by their Henerll | 


Rules and Laws. Memorable and highly 


aſtoniſhing Revolutions of Kingdoms. and 


F.mpires were brought about viſibly, and. 

moſt conſpicuouſly, by the Hand of the. 
Almighty, and you muſt read ſuch Illuſtri. 

ous Annals with the profoundeſt Reverence 
and Awe; but the Iſraelites conſidered as a 
People, their gradual Progreſs as a Nation, 
their Principles, Manners, Cuſtoms, Go- 


yernment, Revolutions, Forces and Re- 
VEnues very much correſpond with thoſe of _ 


Pd 


others. 


Throughout every Age, Human Nature 


is ſeen maintaining its rank in the Creation, 
improving with Arts and Science. A Pe- 


riod [o dark, clouded, and unknown, Man- 
kind in Infancy, the rude beginnings of 
Order and Civilization in very flow Pro- 
greſſion, beſpeaks your Candour, and muſt 


be viewed under much Diſtruſt and' Obſcu- 
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"The Hznzews, an immenſe Body. of 


w People, confined to a Corner only of the 


World, and but lately let looſe from the 
Houſe of Bondage, a Rabble of Slaves, 
under Pagan Prejudices, Ignorant and un- 


_ cultivated, you look back on their flou- 
_riſhing Hiſtory, and ſpeedy Advancement 
With Surprize; the Tribe of Judah only 


had more than Fifty Capit al Towns. 
The Natural, very flow progreſs of Light 


and Knowledge in Countries and King- 
| doms, compared with the rapid Advance it 
made among the Iſraelites is wonderful, 


you will read of it among them, far more. 
uſefully diffuſed, than in the Hiſtory of 
any other Nation or Empire in the Worlds 


| and this ſuperior Light burſt forth at 


Time; when the Jewiſh Laws ſtri&ly forbad 


all Union and ConneQtions with Foreign 


Kingdoms, all National Intercourſe what-. 


ever, and muſt confeſſedly be aſcribed to 


their Religious Advantages, obviouſly in- 
flucntial 


(ij ) 


fuential in ; ined among them a 
Knowledge of Science, the uſeful Branches 


of Mechanics, Geometry and the Mathe- 


 matics, ſeen firſt in Altars, Monuments 


and Pillars, and afterwards ſo aſtoniſhingly 
diſplayed on Mount Moriah, in the con- 


firuftion of Magnificent Palaces and Tem- 


ples, the Court of Audience, the cele- 


 brated Porch, and = 2rd Throne of 
Solomon. | 


The State of Ary and Sciences, at that 
early Period, is accurately deſcribed by the 
Prophet Ezekiel and in the Book of Kings, | 
more than a Thonſand Years before the 
Birth of our Saviour, 


In Elegance of Language, and Beauty 
of Compoſition, the Jews held a high Pre- 
eminence. Homer and Heſiod were con- 
_ temporaries with David, but Moſes wrote 
his Hiftory four Centuries before, and 
Molev's Song, although the moſt ancient, 
» 


vin J 

is the ſublimeſt piece of Poetry in the 
World. The Pſalms of _David, (only 
"four Hundred Years after) are unequalled 


in Magnanimity and Sweetneſs, Praiſes and 
'Thankſgivings, irreſiſtibly engaging you in 
Converſe with God. 


Solomon | ſhone the firſt Moralift and 


Literary Chara&ter, but do you not give the 
Preference to the Book of Job? Where 
Sentiment (although firip't of its rich At- 
tire and Poetic Sweetneſs) flows in a ſwel- 
ling Tide of Majeſty, the Embelliſhment of 
Literature, the Model of Sublime. Were 


we aſked for a Specimen of the Dignities 
and Beauties of Jewiſh Authors, the Pro- 
pheſies of Iſaiah, are uttered in enraptured 
Strains, divinely impreſſive, and a Lofti- 


neſs and Grandeur, an animated Stile 


_abounding with Imagery and the boldeſt 
Figures, characterizes the writings of all 


the Lefſer Prophets, diſtinguiſhed by ther 
Spirit, Impetuoſity and Eloquence, 
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In another point of view, the Hiſtory 
will ſtrike you with treſh Wonder, on a 
ſurvey of the Wiſdom of God, and the 
Ways of Providence conduRing the Ifaes 


' lite to Conqueſt and Empire. Tracing the 


finger of the Almighty ſele&ing out his In» 
ſtrument, proteding th: Innocent and 


; exalting the Humble, executing his Vene_ 


geance on the Guilty, though encircled in 


the higheſt Dignities, bringing about his 
wiſe Deſigns, by. ſecret influence on the 


Mind, or by open and awful tokens of 
Diſpleaſure, ſtriking the Aﬀaſſin dead, 


diſtracting him with Terror, or caſting him 
out a Jloathſome Leper, At one Time, 
ſending Famine or Peſtilence upon a Peg- 


ple, whom no kindneſs could reclaim, or 


raining down fire and brimſtone on a City 


and its. Inhabitants, At another Time, 


mercifully ſparing the Multitude, but fin- 
gling out the Ring- leader and moſt obſti- 


nate Revolters, cauſing them to hear his 
Vol. 1, | > 6 VOICB 
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voice 1n the Thunder, or opening the 


Earth to ſwallow them up. How great 
our ſurprize, when He laid bare His Arm, 
and conduRted the Iſraelites, all on foot, 
through the the Red Sea, to the Wilderneſs 
of Etham, and drowned an Egyptian 
Prince, and his Mighty Hoſt purſuing . 
them. More then once, deſtroying. by 
Tempeſt a Philiſtine Army in full view 
of the Armies of Iſrael. With perfe& caſe 
electing his deligns, throwing a Multitude 
into a panick, making them their own. 
deſtroyers. Thus allotting Viftory te 
Iſrael, even when ſhe had not drawn a 
Sword. His People, he ſent, to gather 
up the Spoil, and three whole days ey 


gathered It. 


So thurieutly do theſe Annals diſplay 
the irreſifiible Power and the Majeſty of 
God, his never ceaſing Providence and juſt 


Severity. 


Throughout 


TY] _ 
© Throughout the Jewiſh Hiſtory, Viridk 


is in this Life diſtinguiſhingly rewarded, 


and Vice is almoſt always puniſhed. The 
Jew was therefore depreſſed under ſuffer- | 
ings, he could only ſorrow in Adverſity, it 


1s the Privilege of the Chriſtian and his - 
Glory to rejoice. 


' Though 1 can never ſpeak too highly of 
the Religious advantages of thelſraelite, nor 
enough venerate the glorious manifeſtation 


and extraordinary Providence with which 


; he was bleſſed, yet the Religion preſcribed 


him was ceremonious, and Jewiſh Cere- 
monies, in *their Pomp and Splendour, re- 
ſembled Pagan. A part of it was called 


the Ceremonial Law, and intended, by de- 
 grees, to uſher in the Chriſtian Ara. 


| It was a figure only, expreſsly called a 


| Shadow of good things to come. St. Paul 
reſembles the Jewiſh Worſhip to a State of 
Infancy, Rites and Ceremonies adapted © 
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the Capacities of Children. The true Lighte 
here kindled and preſerved, was to blaze 


out at a diſtant Period, be gradually diffuſed 
over the World, and advance more and 
more to the Majeſty and full luſtre of me- 
ridian Day. The Jew had no clear Idea of 
pure and ſpiritual Devotion, he had wit- 
nefſed the Pageantry of Pagan Ceremonies, 
viſible objects of his worſhip, and Cere- / 


mony with the Jew was a rivited prejudice, 


as congenial with his Ideas, as Fluidity with 
his Rivers, or Light with Day. He could 
never raiſe his thoughts to the contempla- 

tion of a pure Spirit, unſeen and incoms- 


: prehenſible. One Supreme Father of all, 
_ ever preſent in Power and yet no where in 


appearance was far above his conception. 
Something of ſhape and figure, was a 
God more familiar to him, eaſier known, 
one that aided his fancy, and (as-he thought) 


excited Deyotion; ſuch he had every day 


witneſſed in Egypt. Hence, throughout | 
their 
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their whole Hiſtory, you will notice a 
_ wonderful prone-neſs to Idolatry, and the 
| high Offence it gave; they found it a Reli- 
gion eaſy to praftiſe, what the vicious and 


moſt abandoned could follow, Pagan wor- 


ſhip requiring no Morality, favoured all 
their paſſions, was friendly and alluring to 
their vices, to their darling and moſt crimi- 


nal indulgencies. 
An oſtenſible part of the Jewiſh wor- 


ſhip was Sacrifice. As Farmers and 


Herdſmen much of the riches of the Peo- 


ple conſiſted m their Cattle, and by offer- 


ing up a partof their food and property 


to God, they acknowledged his Gifts and 
Superintendency. But Sacrifices were alſo 
Fines and Puniſhments, Sin was hereby 
made chargeable and coſtly to the Tranſ. 
greſſor. The placability of God was plea- 


_ fingly exhibited in his acceptance of the 
offering, and thus allaying the fears, and 
quieting the conſcience of the penitent 
offender, Some Sacrifices were called 


Thankf- 


6 ii { why. \ 

- [ij . Thankſgivings, and then the olieniter cot. 

F | 3 lefed his Friends and made a feaſt; a- part 
| | of the fat was burnt on the Altar, one joint 


11118 was a fee belonging to the Prieſt, and all 
RR the reſt eat up with his Party. Emblema- 
LIE A tically they exhibited the odious nature of 


| [il ſin, ſo deſerving of death, and by an apt 
> FI figure they held up, in perpetual view, the 
[ | Lamb of God, the Sacrifice for the Sins of 
—_ the World, herealter to be made. With- | 
out the Death of Chriſt, how unmeaning 
the Pomp and Splendour of Jewiſh Cere- 


monies ? of 


Another part of their Religion was com. 
memorative Feaſts and Solemn F aſts. The 
Tabernacle Feaſt reminded them of their 
long Journey through the Wilderneſs, the 
Paſs-over, of their merciful Eſcape, when 
God {mote the firſt born of Egypt. The 
Feaſt of Trumpets perpetuated the awful 
manner of giving the Law from Mount 


Sinai, and Pentecoſt was an acknowledg- 
ment 
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ment, of the FE NNE Giver, by offer» 


ing him, the firſt fruits, of the Newt of 
the Land of CANAAN. 


Having ventured to mention the Extra- 
ordinary Providence exerciſed over the 
Jew, and alſo his Religion, I am deſcend- 
ing to Manners, Dreſs, Cuſtoms, Uſages, 


and Modes of Life to familiarize his Cha- 


rater to the Young, before they examine 


Ts Hiſtory, his Laws and Government. 


The Spleadour of his City, Magnifi- 
cence of his Palaces, and the Temple of his 
God are repeatedly di[played by the Sacred 
Hiſtorians, 


Among the very "poor, the Jewiſh - 
ments were Hides, and dreſſes made of 


Sheep- ſkins and  Goat- {kins, Hair-cloth, 


_coarle Hemp, whereof Sack-cloth was 


made, the deep and uſual mourning of the. 
Jew. ' But the richer were clad in fine 
linen, in filks, Follen clothes and rich 

pe ns embroid- 
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embroideries; by expreſs orders all of them 
wore fringes, a memorial of the Law of 


Jehovah which they were commanded to 


do. The Women were covered over with 
a Veil, andit was eſteemed always 1mmo- 
defi to appear abroad without one. 


. Of all colours, white was what they prized 


moſt, next to that blew, or ſky colour, 
but on the change of Gevernment and 
Reign of the Kings, Princes and Officers 
of the Houſehold and Army began to wear 
more ſhowy Colours, and Saul cloathed | 
| the Daughters of Iſrael in ſcarlet, others 
_ were drefled in crimſon, and the richeſt of 
all Was purple. Z 


The Grecian: and the Roman dreſs, i 1s 
handed down to us in buſts and piftures, 


but no. figure or reſemblance of a Jew was 


/ 


ever made. The Woman of faſhion was 
clad in needle work, or rich ſtuffs from 
T yre, they wore Jewels, and among Other 
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ornaments, a tinkling bell on each leg, 


which gave a muſical cadence to their ſteps, 


The Mens dreſs conſiſted of a tunic and 
drawers of linen, and an upper garment 


like a looſe cloak, occaſionally wrapt 


round, and confined by a girdle, and on 
that girdle, hung his money bag. The 


| upper garment, the Jew could never pawn 


for longer than the day, at night the pledge 


was always reſtored, for ] it WAS mis blanket 
and night coyering., 


The Gallantry of the Jew did not conſiſt 


in the faſhion of his dreſs, but his number 
of changes, bright colours, rich fringes 


and embroideries. A tond Father decked 


his favourite boy i in a coat of many colours, 


rainbow like, and at his wedding arrayed 


him in all his gaieft ornaments, encircled 
him with flambeaus, and led him through 
the ſtreets of Jeruſalem. Thus, at mid- 


gh was the Bridegrocm, | and his gla- 


is XVIII ) 


ring I1ghts, like a riſing Sun, uſhered out. 
tom his chamber with his friends. OTE 


_ .. Aﬀter Marriage the Jew had .one . year 
| Howl him to live_at home, he was ever 
afterwards liable to be ſummoned to the 
field, to repair to the place of general ren- 


dezvous, and bring a month's Proviſion 
with him; every Tribe was alittle Com- 


| mon-wealth within itfelf, and the whole 
People of Iſrael, may be looked upon, as a 
body of Militia, trained up in War, and i in 
time of Peace, employed in Agriculture. 


"NB =807 4 


4 *: 
pF 5 bs 


| After it became a Monarchy, the King 
uſually was his own General, headed his 
Army, and his firſt Officer was ftiled, his : 
Commander in Chief, then the Princes or 
Chiefs of the Tribes, Captains of thou- 
ſands, Captains of hundreds, of- fifties, of 
tens and of threes, and the Muſter-maſters ; 
were called Scribcs. 


© Moſes had trained. up his People-1 ta 
| Fey but it was intended only-to. put 
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them in poſſeſſion. of peace. and. enjoy- 
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ment, when, after the diviſion of the 


Lands, every one was directed to Farm 
his own Eſtate, prune his own Vine and 


plough his field. The 'reward held out 


to the Jew was a quiet life, a peaceful 
fitting under his Vine and his Fig-tree, 
neither gold, nor ſilver, nor ſtately houſes 
Were promiſed him, but the former and the 
latter rain, plentiful ſeaſons, corn, -wine 
| and oil, increaſe of Cattle, and a multitude 
of Children. | 


Aal SpeRacles, Places of diverſion, and 
Theatrical repreſentations were forbad the 
Tow, and every ſpecies of Gaming. No 


gain y was lawful that depended on chance. 
Their Convocations and ſolemn Feſtivals : 
| were their grand amuſement, ſuch were 
; frequently occuring, and moſt magnifi- 
_ cently kept; at theſe Feaſts, beſides eating 


and-drinking, the ban ds of Jewiſh Muſic 
pie played, and the voices all ſtruck 
vb up 
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leading the dance i in high feltivity and j JOYe 


A Vidiage Feaſt, Harveſt and Sheep- 


E ſhearing Feaſts, were perpetually in family 
2 totation. Except on thieſe ſeaſons of 
riextiment arid hoſpitality, the ordinary 
diet of the Jew, was fimple and plain. 
Pulſe a (ſort of Potatoe), parched corri, 


bread dipped in vinegar, raiſons, figs, 


milk, honey and ſome fleſh, the firſt and 
moſt dainty treat, Wag a tatted calf. 


The High-Prieſt was the Title neareſl 
allied to royalty; Splendid Titles vere 


_ unknown among them, Recorder, Trea- 
furer, Counſellor, Judge, Genetal-Officers, 
' but the more uſual were Chiefs and Elders 


and Scribes. 


The P Prophets and Kenhetaltic were 


venerated, almoſt all of them God-like and | 


moſt exalted charaQters, looked up to, as ths - 
._ eſtabliſhed ' 
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eftabliſhed Oracles of their Country, avwfl. 
and | highly important Meſſengers, and. 


conſulted on all EMErgencies. . | 


'Seaſons of mourning, were expreſſive of ; ” 
real grief, and ſore diſtreſs. They began 
with tearing ther cloaths to pieces, uti- 


_ covering their heads, ſmiting their breaſts, 
| plucking off their hair, putting aſhes on. 
their heads, walking bare-foot, wearing 
 fack-cloath next the ſkin, and lying on 
the bare ground. Immediately on a-per- 


ſon's death, all his relations i in this mourn» 


ful plight repaired to the houſe, ſat. them: . 
| ſelves down on the ground in profound. 


bilence, nothing was heard but ſighs, and 
a funeral ditty, piped on ſome inſtrument. 


by the Undertaker and his Men. They 


had witneſſed the Ceremony of Embal- 


| ment in Egypt, and it was praftiſed; among 
the rich, but a poor man's body was only | 


waſhed. - The Mourners neyer left the 


houſe uritil the corpſe was buried, and 


whatever 
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Miatever they eat or drank, was is brought 
them on. the ground. = 


To this tedious detail of Jewiſh Cuſtoms, 


permit me to add a ſhort account of their 


Trade, although until the reign of Solomon, 
they never ſeem to have fey. a-lngh value 


on Merchandize. 


\ The" Hz REWS had long been eyewit- 
neſſes to its many advantages. By the 
Red Sea the Egyptians carried on a large 


triftick to all the: known parts of the Eaft, 


and when the Ifraclites were ſettled in 


Canaan, they had an opportunity of view- 


ing the Sea trade of the Phznicians, and 


| the immenſe:treaſures they acquired. Some 
_ of the Tribes, Zebulon 1n particular, EX- 


tended on the Weſt, even to the ſhore of 
the Mediterranean Sea, and almoſt to the 
very gates of Sidon; they muſt therefore 
have noticed the inhabitants of that great 


City, ſo famous for its navigation, 'bring. 
home 
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home from time to time, their riches, and 
| moſt likely would be tempted to take a 
' part with them. Joppa ſerved as a Port to 
Judza and Jeruſalem, and Solomon made 
uſe of it to import the materials for his 
buildings ; for this wiſe Prince, ſent to 
| King Hiram, for a number of his moſt 
{kilful workmen in metals, {tone and wood: 
Founders, Maſons, Carvers and ArchiteQs, 
and then raiſed a Levy of thirty thouſand 
Iſraelites no doubt - to be inſtructed by 
them, for the curious part of all the wort 
Was Wrou ght on the Plains of Jordan, 


'At that time all the Oriental Coaſt of 
— Africa went under the general name of 
x  Ophir, and all the Weſtern Coaſt of Africa 
and Spain was then called Tarſhiſh, but 
we do not hear of the Hezrzws having 
much eiſtant Commerce by Sea before the 
= N avigation regularly carried oN in the reign 
# of So] omon. There were then two F] eets 14 
© one failed from Tyre under the inſpeQion 


{ Xxiv. } 


of King Hiram, in which Solomon had a 
| ſhare, and the other was more direftly 
BREA out by the Iſraelites, © © 

Theſe Fleets ſailed OOO the Arairs 1h 
Gibralter quite to Guinea, FOR Fer A OO 


| Solomon carried on a Traffick with the 
Spice Merchants i in Arabia and the South, 
and another Profitable Merchandize with 


the inhabitants in the North, and he traded 
largely to Egypt for Linens, Yarns, Horſes 
and Carriages. 


_ Although the Jewiſh Territories werg 


fo ſmall, the HEBREwWS fo very numerous, 
and their Sabbatic year deprived them ot 
the produce of one yearn ſeven, yet they 
exported great quantities of Corn, Oil, 


Honey, Wine, and Toons to o Tyre and 


other Countries 


iThe Nations who were haters; to them "I 


paid their tribute in ſuch Commodities, as 


£ food 


a ww - 


4 


_ their Country abounded with, Either tor 
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8 E to Iſrael, from Meſha King of Moab was, 
2 one hundred thouſand Lambs, and as 
many Rams with their wool. 

The Additions are large to the Hiſto® | | 
rical Parts, as in our Bibles, enough 
1s not told of the reigns of ſome of the 
7 Jewiſh Kings, to intereſt you in their Story, 
I for the book of the Chronicles of the Kings 
s of Judah and Iſrael, ſo often referred to, 
E is loſt. A very humble attempt is made 
to ſeparate their Reigns, occaſioning 
F much repetition, and ſometimes (it muſt 
p be allowed) obſcuring the Period. Their 
charaQters, here enlarged, are held up 
4 for imitation, or portraits of Vice and 
, Deformity. 

d 

; The lraclitiſh Hiſtory, as conveyed 
down to us in the Scriptures of the Old 

No Teſtament, finiſhes with the Book of 

25 Fe: Eſther, in a very conciſe and moſt luper- 

iF.. 3 | ficial manner, it is here carried on to 

4 8 Sos 1 d . the 


food or raiment, and the annual Tribute 
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the death of Herod, introduQtory to ths 
Birth of Our Saviour, ſoon after whoſe 
Death, God choſe to puniſh the Jews by 
putting an end to their Polity, a total deſ- 
truction of their Oy. and extinGtion to 
their SPITE: 


Some parts of thele Eſſays, pointed out 
to the Young, in the new and wiſe inſtt- 


tutions of Sunday Schools, might prove 


of advantage to them. The Seaſon of 


Youth, is a Seaſon of diſcipline, lively, ſin- - 


cere, modeſt and reſpe&tful. Unpreju- 
diced; and unrobbed of its innocence, the 
Mind is open and diſpoſed to conviQtion, 
warmly glows with events and the intereſts 
of others, and when once you have 


fixed their attention, they are all on the 


liſten to improve, 


My firſt view in writing them centred: at 
home, and 1 feel much depreſſed at their 


LpPrArance abroad. Unequal are all my 
powers 
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powers and. endeavours to deſcribe this 
once happy Country, long deſolate and 


forlorn, its ancient manners, uſages, and 


a People once ſo highly favoured, 


Revolutions brought about by Infinite 
Wildom, 
Power. 


and executed by Almighty 


I ſurvey the attempt with the profoundeſt 
reverence, ſelf-abaſement, and anxicty. 


My day of life far ſpent, and nothing, 


to me, of importance left, but how to 


cloſe the ſcene with honour and uſefulneſs. 


My reward already received.” I am offer- 


1ng my Mite (all I have to give} to encou- 


rage the Reading of the Holv SCriptures. 
My Young Friends, ſearch for yourlelves, 


there is a bleſſing dnexed to your labour. 


 'The Hiſtory, iS in part wrote, by a 
the T[raelitih Law-_ 


Faithful Hiſtorian, 
giver, graced with the Wiſdom of the 


otatelman, the Elegance and ſweetneſs of 
| the. 


d2e:. 
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the Poet, and Authors have atteſted, 
that, 


\* There 1s nothing ſo ſweet, ſo tender and 
* pathetic, and at the ſame time nothing 
* fo grand, ſo Majeſtic, ſo terrible, and ſo 


T harmonious, as the Poetic parts of the 


_ Old Teſtament.” 


What will endear- to you tho memory of 
this firſt Jewiſh Prince, This Illuftrious 
Chief, is his exemplary Piety, that ftriking 
feature, by which alone (at a time when 


Courage and Condutt ſtood him in no 


ſtead) he ſo often reſcued his People from 
Deſtruction, inſpired them with Glory, 
and led them on to Conqueſt and Empire. 


Permit me to condbide by reminding my 


Reader of the very wonderful Patronage, 
_fhill viſibly upholding the Ifraelite. After 
the ravage of Peſtilence, Earthquake, and 
Famine, of Wars, Maſſacres, and Perſe- 
cutions, the Diſperſed and Vanquiſhed 
Jew (looking to a once-more happy union) 
are, 
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are, to the number of three million, 


by the Providence of God yet fignally 
preſerved, Strangers no where, 'Traficking 
every where, the Money-holders and Bro- 


Yor of a World. Thus the Jew exiſts, 
diſtin, unmixed, ſurviving all his Con- 


querors, enatting no. one law, elefting no 


Magiſtrate, enjoying no where the full 
exerciſe of-his religion, incorporated with 


no one Nation Kingdom . or Empire, 


yet guarded, and licenſed, and admitted 


amongſt them all. 


POST-SCRIPT, 


— 


—————— > 


þfFANELY to confeſs, that. in the moſt unreſer- 
ved manner, 1 have availed myſelf of fuch ſources 
of Information as my Situation afforded me, that 


1 have freely borrowed from Books, and diligently 
Jought materials for my Eſſays from * Authors, 
 publick Leflures, and Converſation. 


WS Indulgence of my Friends with earneſineſs [ 
_ folicit, their Kindneſs I moſt gratefully acknowledge, 
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| While 1 have held up to view fome Charaflers 
taghly glorious and exemplary, it has been my fate 
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#0 wntroduce others, which ſeem only to have been 
written in blood. 

The Book is deſigned for the Young, the atten. b 
tion of the ſerious bows Youth the prize ambitia 


ouſly contended for. To engage him in purſuits 
rational and delightful—Give him a preſent plea- 
fure—enſure him a ſtill greater reward im fulure— 
and a peace and joy which no other Retrofpett 
| could ever yield him, Thus, and Thus only, is he 
thrice ble ſed, and progreſſively to advance through 
endleſs Ages of Divine Ingronemens, Self-appro- 
bation, and Happineſs. 


As yet unprejudiced, the Young may with candour 
accept an arrangement of Ancient Hiſtory metho- 
difed for their peruſal, and the attempt (however 
humble) to pornt out many Beauties they perhaps may 


have forgot. *Tis ſurely an ample field for Emmu- 
lation, and i would give me real pleaſure to reſcue 


from obſcurity any one of the Elegancies of Sacred 
Hiſtory yet unnoticed, and invite them to afſiſt me 
| an purſuing the enquiry, | 


« Furr many a Gem of pureſt ray ferene, 
#4 The dark unfathomed caves of ocean bear ; 
6 FuLlr many a flower 1s born to bluſh unſeen, 
— And waſle its fweetneſs in the deſert air, 
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amidſt an Idolatrous World, to preſerve 
the knowledge of the One ſupreme Go, the 
Father of All, and the purity of his Worſhip, 
while all the Nations around them were [dolaters. 


tent, and hid in Solitary obſcurity, unnoticed by 
' Authors who deſcribe the Kingdoms, and all the 
"powerful States around them, yet claim a patient 
& diſtinguiſhed examination from the multiplicity, 


H E ISRAELITES were ſeparated from 


The Jewiſh Territories altho' of very ſmall Ex- 
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Deſert this immenſe Multitude day by day 


move forwards under their Divine Protefor—— 
The awful and tremendous Voice of God, pro- 


4 5) 


© The Choice allotted them'to be God's peculiar 


-People—— 7ehovah was their Judge, Lawgiver, 
& King With a high Hand and a ſtretched out 
Arm, Their Deliverer from Egyptian Bondage—- 
A Zigzag journey, and of forty years, when the dif. 
tance was ſo ſhort from Egypt to Canaan—Avwful 


 Nirange, and many wonderful Events tending to 
reQify their errors, diveſt-them of prejudice, and 


educate them for the high honours He intended 
them the aſtoniſhing Proof of His Patronage 


_ and Power, by laying bare His Arm, making a 


Paſſage for them through the Red Sea, all on foot 
tothe Wilderneſs of Etham His feeding in the 


The viſible appearance of Glory filling the tent 
where the Ark of God was depoſited, regulating 


_ their March, a Cloud by day, a Pillar of fire by 


night : when this Cloud majeſtically rofe and ſtood. 
over the Tent, Jſrael's ſtanding orders were to 


Nnouncing the Law from Mount Sinai, All the Peo- 
ple trembled, the Mountain ſmoaked, the Earth 
ſhook, and the ſmoak aſcended, and a loud Trum- 


_ pet ſounded. —His Rules of War—a miraculous 


conqueſt of a Country, populous, warlike, and 
ſtrongly fortified by Nature and Art,——A won- 


derful Revolution, an entire new Government, 
Ats 
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its Polity, diſtinguiſhed | advantages, Laws: civil 
and religious, curious, inſtruftive and . intereſt« 
iDg, 8 


e 


"The Scene of all this Glory was JUD AA. 


Tx1s once happy and highly favoured Spot was 
firſt peopled by Canaan, Grandſon of Noah, and _ 
for more than 400 years called the Land of Pro- 
miſe "till the promiſe was performed, & afterwards 
*twas called Judah, and Ijrael, as confiſting of theſe 
two Kingdoms ——JvDz4, that being the moſt 
powerful Tribe. -PALESTINE, from the 
Philiſtines its inhabitants, ——And the Holy Land, 
from being the Scene of our SAVIOUR': $ Patton; 
Humiliation, and Sufferings, 


Tt is ſituated in Aſia Minor, on both ſides the 
River Jordan, bounded on the Weſt by the 
Mediterranean Sea,—Syria, and Phaenicia, on the 
North---Arabia Deſerta on the Eaſt, Arabia Petrea 
on the South, and was intended to take in all 
that Tra&- of Country from the Ocean to the 
river Euphrates, The Wilderneſs was its Limits 
to the South. ——Lebanon North. The River 
Euphrates Eaſt——and the bens to the Welt, 
Between | all theſe *Every place whereon the 
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Soles of 'your feet ſhall tread, ſhall be. _ 


—— ran the —_— Edift. 


- I 


| The Country is Mocntiinivis, but beautifully 


faced with Vale and rifing Ground, cloathed with- 


the Orange and the Citron grove, with Vineyards 


interſeQed with Lawn, and Arable in luxuriant 
crops, and more than once a year, The bud, the | 


bloſſom, and the ripe fruit, on the ſame tree exhi- 


bit a variety of beauty, It abounds with the 
fragrant Balm of Gilead and Apples of Paradiſe 


by hundreds in a cluſter, Honey ran down in 
plenty from the Trees, and even from the Rocks, 
the induſtrious Bee hiving every where. Cotton 
— Hemp—Flax—and Sugar .Canes all grew in 


great profuſion, hill and vale were in perpetual 
 yerdure, —the riſing grounds wooded with the 


ſweet Cypreſs, Palm-trees, and the ſtately Cedar 


——— the River Jordan overflowed its banks, lux. 
uriantly fertilizing all the plain, Sea-breezes, and 


refreſhing Springs, in rivulets, and ſtreams invigors 


ated and beautified a very principal part of this 


once happy Country. One Acre ſeemed heaped 


upon another, increaſing its matchleſs fertility. | 
The Prophet Ezekiel calls it the glory o all lands, 


flowing with milk nd honey, 


It 
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75) 
_ -It far exceeded in fruicfulneſs the celebrated 
land of Egypt, lying under the fourth and. fifth 
Climates, and its longeſt day was fourteen hours 
and a quarter—its extent two hundred Miles -in 
length, and not more than four-ſcore in breadth, 
A Soil ſo luxuriant Moſes alſo deſcribes as flowing 


- with Milk and Honey——A land of brooks and. 


waters, of wheat and barley, of Vines, Figs, Pome . 
granates, and Oil, and the Vintage was twice and 
thrice a year, its bowels were Mines of iron, and 
braſs, and its ſurface rich in paſturage for numerous. 
Flocks and Herds | of Cattle great and ſmall, 


| Fiſh were caught in the greateſt abundance 


and variety, and a principal Gate of the Cuy- 


Jeruſalem, was called the —_— 


An adjacent Lake ſupplied them with immenſe 
quantities of Salt, eſteemed of a moſt excellent | 
quality. 


4 Hiſtory furniſhes you with proofs, which 
aſtoniſh you, of the richneſs and fertility of the 
Soll, and the bill of fare of one Day's conſump | 
tion in the Palace, is a glowing picture of Plenty | 
and hoſpitality, 7 


729 


(6) 


. 729: Buſhels-of Wheat. | 
390 Oxen. | 
100 - Sheep. with a proportionable 


quantity of Veniſon—Poultry—Fi ſh and Veur: 


tables, 


The daily religious: Ceremonies in the Temple, 
and elſewhere, conſumed much more Cattle, and 


| the Sacrifice uffered up at the lolemn and magni- 


ficent dedication of it, was 


Two and twenty thouſand Oxen, ' 


| One hundred and twenty thouſand Sheep. 


The fruitfulneſs of the promiſed Land is accounted 


_ for, from © the Serene temperature. of the. Air, 


under the North-temperate Zone,” the regularity 
of its Seaſons, ** the conſtant fruitful ſhowers_ of 


November and April, called the former and the 
latter Rain, © The natural richneſs and faineſs_ 
of its Soil, requiring no Dung nor Manure, and 


very little plowing,” The overflowing of the 
River Jordan, annually, ſoon after Eaſter, about 


the time of the early harveſt,” from the en- 
_ couragement given to huſbandry, every inch of 
Land was improved, the barren places yielded 


ſomething, Rocky ground, covered with Mould, 
produced 


EP 


TY ) 


produced corn, pulſe, and paſture, the" bleſſing and 
"NONE ot heaven was Troy! Ware ys 


LF 


3, U D XA. A was divided. into. Maratine and | 
talent, into the mountainous or hilly Country, and 
 Champain and Valley, and as the River Jordan 
ran acrols it, into Judza on this ſide, and beyond 


? . Jordan but a more conſiderable One, WAS, into 
| twelve Cantons and divided by lot. among. the 
F twelve Tribes, of which ten and a half were 
ſeated on one ſide the River, and only two and a 
| half on the other. In the reign of Solomon. it 
was divided a little differently and called the 
n twelve Provinces or Diſtricts, from each of which, 
an Officer or Steward was, by rotation, deputed 
d monthly to ſupply the Kings-houſehold with Pro- 
r, viſions; each out-of his'own diſtrict. A morefatal | 
ty Divifion was made after. Solomon's Death, / ten 
of tribes revolted under Jeroboam,- who aſſumed the 
_ title of King of Iſrael, two Tribes only remained 
(> .with.Reoboam, . Son of King Solomon, and he 
id .was: afterwards ſtiled King of Judah, 
- | In this Diſtri& once flouriſhed the celebrated 
wy City « of Jeruſalem, divided into four parts, and 
of om was encloſed | in its own Walls. 
ed The ol City on Manic Zion, NTT of ls 
d, _— Caltle and the Palace of Dayid——The 
d Lower 
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' Lower City on the. fide of the ſame hill, called. 
the Daughter of Zion, contained two Magnificent 
Palaces built by Solomon for himſelf and his 
Queen the Daughter of Pharoah, and a third for 
the Princes and houſehold, and alſo a ſtately 
Amphitheatre, capable of containing Eighty thou- 
ſand SpeQtators, and two immenſely ſtrong For- 
tifications which were called Cirapzts.—The 
third City was called the new City, inhabited by 
Tradeſmen, Artificers and Merchants— The fourth 
Nood on Mount Moriah, and was dignified with 
the moſt magnificent Temple, the Ornament 
and Glory of a World, immenſe, of poliſhed 
Marble, eighty two yards high, and its celebrat- 
ed Tower, twelve hundred feet. 


Under the viſtble Difpleaſure of the Almighty, 
and the Turkiſh Yoke, a ſad and diſmal Change 
is' now experienced in JUD AA, by far the 
greateſt part is reduced to a mere Deſert, of its 
numerous Inhabitants, Millions were ſlain under 
"Titus, thouſands and ten thouſands deſtroyed by 
Famine and Peſtilence, and the remainder ſold, 
and diſperſed into alwoſt every Clime and Country: 
and of ſo ſmall eſtimation were they, that the 
price of four Jews, was only a buſhel of 
barley. A Sangiac, the preſent Governor reſides 
In a houſe, ſaid to have been Pontius Pilate's, the 
Churches 


w 01 


(5) 


(PII | Gras vet .nF 


| Ebtirclies are " Mahometin Moſques, * and I al 2 
trade of this once "Aoutiſhing and 5 = 


440 7 e230 4%... : 

voured City, is beads, rele, nd. TeD on for 
; . 79 12:33 

Travellers, 


The City reduced to a poor: thinly. i6habived 
Town, on a rocky mountain ; h the Ir? Roney, 
ſandy, and barren, Ee 


A ſhort lived change (and one we read of with 
aſtoniſhment) this City experienced under the 
Emperor Adrian, after Titus had plundered, 
burnt, and demoliſhed it. The Emperor built a 
> City onits Ruins, and eretted a ftatue of Jupiter 
BW _ over the place of the ReſurreQion, a Venus on 
i Mount Calvary, and an Adonis at Bethlehem ; 
and theſe all continued till the Emperor Conſtan- 
tine, and his mother Helena, a Britiſh lady, 
pulled them down, and erefted in their ſtead 
magnificent Churches, now remaining ; but the 
Turks are the maſters, and keep the keys in their 
pollcſhon, Cds - 


New Colonies from diſtant countries re-peopled | 
Judea, | 


. Inundations of Northern Barbarians, and 
the blind zeal of Chriſtians encountering with 


( 10.) 

' Mahometans, have completed the ſad and total 
devaſtation of it. Herds of wild Arabs, living 
_ altogether on plunder and depredation, ſeize on all 
and every thing they meet. The dread and hor- 
ror of Travellers, inquiſitively viewing ſo diſtin- 
guiſhed a ſpot, and its once famous cities, villages, 
and towns, now moſt dangerous to reſort to, and 
moſt comfortleſs to live in, 


| Of all the other Tribes their very name is loſt, 
and their memory ſwallowed up in the neighbour- 

ing kingdoms, whoſe Princes divided the land, 
and added it each to his own territories. 
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On the Life of the Patriarch 


BR AHAM, the faithful ſervant, and the © 
friend of Gop, was the Son of Terah, a 


BRAHA. 


lineal deſcendant of Noak. 


ABRAHAM was born in Ur, a city of Chaldea, 
2097 Years before Cxxisr, and 10732 after the- 


Flood. 


' In the 
recorded, 


Ca 


very ancient Statutes of Chaldea it is 
* Abraham was a righteous and emi- 
« nent 


/ 


and this highly diſtinguiſhed Charatter, and vene- 


early part of his life. He firſt introduces him tt 7 


who now, at the advanced period of two hundred 


mia, and the Pee following died in that country. 


- honours to his Father, and attended on his funeral, | 


| eſtate, and native home, to, ſojourn all his life, a 


uw) 


J 
cc nent man, well {killed in celeſtial Silekies,: and 


6'A teacher ot Aſtronomy.” 
, By others he kas been called 3 Royal Shepherd ; 


rable Patriarch, was the Father and the Founder 
of the Jeviſh Empire. 


The ſacred Hiſtorian is entirely filent as to the 
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the age of ſeventy-four, but fills up all the re- 
maining Period with a minute and moſt entertain- 
ing ſucceſſion of domeſtic Anecdotes divinely in- He, 
firuttive and exem oy. | : $05 = 

| The firſt hive told of Abraham is his filial 
Piety and dutiful attendance on his aged parent ; 


and five years, removed with all his family and 
flocks from Chaldea to Haran/a city in Meſopota- 


It was ; ſoon after Abraham had paid his laſt due 
that Gop commanded him to leave his patrimonial. 


pilgrim, i in a ſtrange and diſtant pouniry' to which : 
Gop 
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Gov had direfed him, And Moſes, his biſtorian, 
gives a long and intereſting account of his life, 
travels, trials, and the very wonderful means by. 
which divine Wiſdom and, Goodneſs led him 'by 


the hand through all, by ſignal and molt glorious 
promiſes, preſent bleſlings, extraordinary inter- 
_ politions, deliverances, and ſupport. 


Among many, there was one promiſe which 


_ highly animated and encouraged Abraham : 


© In his offspring all the Nations of the whole 
« earth ſhould be bleſſed.” 


And yet the promiſe was made under very apparent 


fingular diſcouragements, which occaſioned him to 


be more thoughtful, and much leſs expeting the 
bleſſing. 


ABRAHAM, however inſtantly purſued the OT = - 


ders which. were given- him ; he colleed all his - 


herds, and his flocks, and packed up his furni-- 


ture, houſehold goods, and treaſures ; he ſet.out 


on his journey, with his beautiful wife, his ſer= 
yants, and his cattle, from Haran, his family re-. 
fidence, and- travelled through Meſopotamia to. 
the land of the Canaanites; and there, near a 


: popwous city, named Sichem, Pitched his tents, 


and 


(-.-} 


and ſettled his family abode. Inſtantly on his 


arrival, he fell proſtrate on the ground, with. 


piety and true devotion he worſhipped Goo, and 
built an altar for ſacrifice and thankſgiving, 


W 


. Gop here ſoon appeared again to Abraham, 


and confirmed all his former promiſes, aſſuring 


| him of his protettion and ſupport. And God 


ſaid, 


* Caſt now thine eyes all round the horizon, 


&* all you there behold ſhall be given to your. 


poſterity,” 


At this time, a famine in (the land of Canaan 
_ occaſioned Abraham's removal into Egypt, a 


country affording a plentiful ſupply for the wants 


of his family and very numerous flocks. The 


bleſſing of God accompanied Abraham there ; his 


cattle greatly increaſed, the Egyptian Prince load | 


ed him with preſents, his herds and his riches are 


multiplied ; - but here a new trial, a miſunderſtand-_ 


ing of the Prince, and a domeſtic alarm, produced 


a new and ſignal interpoſition, and a freſh convinced. 
Abraham of the ever watchful « care and protettion | 


of his Gop. 


Pharoah, 
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Pharoah ftruck with the highly pleaſing perſon 
of Sarah, and being told ſhe was his ſiſter, and 
not Abraham's wife, indulged his affeQions, and 
made overtures to Sarah ; who, though at the age 


of ſixty-five, was ſo exquiſitely beautiful as to eni- 


danger the life of any one who pafſed for her 
huſband——Beauty like her's charmed the Egyp- 
tians, and captivated Pharaoh, — 


The Prince's meſſage occaſioned an explana- 
tion. Pharoah was ſorely and diſtaQingly dif. 
appointed, and the King oxdered Abraham to keep 
all his rich preſents, but to leave the country, re- 
turn with his numerous herds, his very beautiful 
wife, and his ſervants to Bethel, where he was now 


Informed the famine had entirely ceaſed. ' Abra- 


ham obeyed, and inſtantly on his arrival devoutly 
worſhipped Gop, offering upon his own altar a 
grateful ſacrifice, recognized afreſh Gop's many 
bleſſings, and this bis laſt and fignal dehliver- 
—_ 7 CO OT WrWe 


| Sarah, deſpairing of bearing herſelf a child, 

according to the cuſtom of that age and country, 
promoted a connettion between her huſband and 
Hagar, who was her hand-maid ; reſolving, ra- 
| FL bj ther 


ther than not at all eyen by prinyy” to be a 
mother, 


Hagar, on finding herſelf pregnant, grew 
haughty, behaved with inſolence, and inſulted 
| ber miſtreſs. Upon Sarah's remonſtrance, Hagar 
was treated with ſuch ſeverity, that ſhe choſe ra- 
ther to leave her ſervice, and ſhe privately left 
the family, and ſtole away from her miſtreſs. 


Hagar took: the road towards Egypt, nt ſet 
herſelf down by the fide of-a well near the Town 
of Sur. In this ſolitary fituation, an angel ap- 
peared to Hagar, and reminded her of the pro- 
priety of turning. back, making a dutiful ſubmiſ. : 
fron to her miſtreſs, and acknowledging her 
fault ; - and the Angel told her, by way of encou- 
ragement, ſhe ſhould ſoon be delivered of a fon, 
- and he ordered her to name him Iſhmael. Her. 
ſon ſhould be valiant and warlike, the father of a 
mighty nation, but his hands ſhould be againſt 
every man, and every man's hand againſt him, 
Upon this comfortable good news, Hagar was 
| determined to go home, and it was not very long 
after that ſhe was brought to bed of a Son ; and 
as ſhe had been direted, Hagar named him I/hmael, 
_ Several tribes of wild Arabs, who lived in tents, 
and 


4 Wy 

«a became very numerous, were tke offspring of 
|. Iſhmael ; and, as the Angel had foretold, they 
* yere fierce, warlike, and lived much upon Ra- 
a y ; pine. | 


ABRAHAM, not expeRting now another child, 
at firſt brought up I1/macl as his heir,” and the 
| heir of the promiſes. Hagar, hoping it might 
* tend to the advantage of her ſon, carefully con- 
 cealed all the Angel had told her; and it was 
” thirteen years after when Go revealed to Abra- 
ham his further i intentions, and promiſed him a 

= ſon by Sarah his wife, 


Soon after Abraham's return, Gop was pleaſed 


again to notice him, and renewed all the promiſes 
He had made him : 


_s Al the land he faw ſhould infallibly be 5 hos 
$2; 5 2:66.4S $ Bis Panernyy” y 


is 7 for that Tory. RP He had "WREFY him thi er out of 
27 Chaldea; and further, toencourage Abraham, Gon 
7 now revealed to him the outlines of all the principal 
= events which ſhould befall his family for the ſpace 
of four. hundred -years.; after which period, his 
| Poſterity having long ſojourned and been in bon- 
Wage | in a ſtrange land, Gop would, at that time, 


$12 D puniſh 
: EP q . | 


puniſh their Oppreſſors, and give to them the ſand 


thers, and peace and plenty {mile throughout all 
his DaDagons, 


of paſturage, the Uncle and the Nephew had 


| conſented to part, At this time, from the # 
| mixture of the two families ſoince differences and 
diſputes had aroſe which tended to haſten the ſe- 


« herdſmen and mine, ' affigning the tendereſt 
| reaſon, * for we are brethren” 
offered Lot the choice of place, © If thou wilt © 


( 18 ) 


he now inhabited, from the boundaries of the 
Nile, which ran through Egypt, to the river, the 
great river Euphrates, which divided Canaan 
from Syria; but he himſelf, in a good old 
age, ſhould firſt be gathered in peace to his fa- 
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Lot, a Nephew of Abraham's, from the firft + 
agreed to accompany his Uncle, and had ſet out 


with him from Haran : they had now long lived +” 
together, and the flocks and herds of both had 


ſo greatly increaſed, that, for the convenience 


paration. Abraham ſaid, * I pray thee, let there | 
« be no ftrife beter thee and me, and thy | 
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take the left hand I will take the right=—-be it 
Nephew as thou wilt, and Gop dich thee whi- 6 
. therioe ver thou gock.” ; Rl 
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ABRAHAM now removed his tents, and his 
flocks. and his houſehold ; leaving Bethel, he went 


and dwelt in the land of Moreh, near Hebron, at 


that time the capital city of Judza. 


ABRAHAM here built an altar to the Lord ; and 
being rich and powerful, he commenced a friend- 
ſhip with the chiefs and moſt oppulent in his neigh= 
bourhood; and by ſuch wiſe and reſpeQtable alli- 
ances he continued peaceably to live amonglt 
them ten years. 


It was while he. relied near Hebron, that 
Melchiſedec, a royal prieſt, ſurnamed the Juſt 


King, came to his tent and bleſſed him, and 


Abraham preſented him with the tenth part of 
the ſpoils he had lately taken from Chedor-la- 
omer, a neighbouring prince, who had moleſt= _ 
ed and ſeized upun the property of his Ne- 
phew Lot and impriſoned his perſon———A4braham, 


with his own ſervants, and the numerous ſervants 


of his friends, aſſembledin a body, and formed a 
little army of three hundred, and they ſet out in 
a party, reſcued Lot with his cattle and all his 


- treaſures, and what they had taken from him. 


This is the very firſt account we read of reſpe&-_ 
ing $7n8s, 
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ABRAHAM removed after this to the fruitful 


vale of Mamre, and under a famous Oak, ever 
_ after held in high veneration, the Patriarch pitched 
his tent, and continued in this valley, about fifteen 
; miles from Hebron. 


Gop was pleaſed once more to appear to Abra- 
hem in this his new habitation ; and, in a viſion, 
He confirmed anew the promiſes he had made 
him, alluring Abraham, 


© He would be his exceeding great reward.” 


4 


As he was till childleſs, Abrabam preſumed ts 


name his doubts, and ventured to expoſtulate 


vith Gop; he could not comprehend how the 
Promiſes reſpeQing his poſterity could be fulfilled, 
and it was now told him he ſhould have a ſon and 
heir, And Go ſaid, 


«& Lift now up thine eyes to heaven, behold I 


_& will make thy poſterity 1 more numereus than the 
« ſtars thereof,” 


"Bi dw was could not jabecr FTION Aa token 
whereby he might be aſſured of ſo diſtinguiſhed 


a 2 bleſling ; and Gop ordered him to pick out 
from 
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from his flocks, an heifer, a goat, and a ram, all 
of them were to be of three years old, and alſo 

a pigeon and a turtle dove, to prepare them all 
for Iacrifice, and lay them on the altar. 


ABRAuaid obeyed, he killed the beafts ail 
the birds, divided them in pieces, he firſt placed 


' the beaſts, and over them the birds, and ſet them 


in ſeparate heaps, and while he ſtood watching 
them, and keeping off the flies (in that warm 
country), juſt at ſun-ſet, a deep ſleep fell upon 
him, and a horror, and intenſe darkneſs accom= 


panied it—Gop again revealed the principal 
_ events about to happen; after which Abraham 
awoke and ſaw a ſmoking furnace, and a bright 


burning lamp paſſing between the viQims and 
conſuming them—highly delighted at this token 
of the preſence of his Gon, Abraham ran imme. 


diately to his beloved wife, imparting this glo- 
rious new ratification and covenant Gop had thug 
graciouſly made him. 


ABRAKAM having arrived to the a age of ninety=- 
nine, Gop commanded him now to change his 
name from Abram to Abraham, the latter ſigni- 


fing. the Father of many nations ; and Gop al- 
lured him, Kings ſhould come out of his loins, 


his 


C4] 


his poſterity ſhould be lords and owners of the 


4Jand in which he was only. a pilgrim and a 
ſtranger, his Repreſentatives ſhould poſleſs the 


whole. 


God now appointed the ceremony of circum- 


cifion, and commanded Abraham to circumcile 
all the males of his family, and henceforward Goo 


inſtituted that ordinance to be performed on 
every male child the eighth day after the 
birth. 


ABzRrAanam's happineſs is now completed, he 1s 


now expreſsly informed, Sarah, his beloved wite, 


ſhould bring him the heir of all his future bleff- 
ings, and Abraham was direfted to call his name 


| Haac, 


As Within the "I year Sarah ſhould bear 
© him Iſaac, and in his ſeed all the nations of the 
_ « whole earth ſhould be bleſſed,—— 


Overpowered by the glorious tidings, Abraham 


lay proſtrate on the ground, deyoutly worſhipping 
and gratefully praiſing Gov. 


As (pon as he aroſe he ſet about -erforiing this 
laſt andnew injundtion ; and Abraham circumciſed 


| himſelf 
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© himſelf, his ſon Iſhmael, and all the males in his 
family. 


ABRanan ſtill dwelt in. the vale of Mamre, 
and as he was ſitting one day at the door of his 
tent, under the venerable oak, he ſaw afar off 
three men whom he took to be ſtrangers, Abra- 
ham inſtantly aroſe and walked forwards to meet 
them , bowing low he reſpeafully ſaluted them, 

and invited them in. One of the three was emi- 
nently conſpicuous from the other two, and Abra- 
ham addrefled him as chief, 
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"My Lord, (ſays he) paſs not, I pray - you, 
* away from thy ſervant—let a little water be 
 _©* hrought to waſh your feet, and reſt under the 
oy. & tree—T will fetch a morſcl of bread, after eat- 
* ing which ye thall paſs on—and wy conde- 
66 ſcendingly ſaid, ſo do,” 


Do ABRAHAM immediately al on the table 
Fo the beſt proviſions of his houſe, he killed the 
” fateſt calf, the higheſt delicacy of the country, 
and courteouſly and moſt hoſpitably entertained 
his gueſts, 


x 
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Twas while they ſat at dinner one of the 
Ahree ſpake of the honours about t to be conferred - 
on 
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on Sarah, * within a year Sarah ſhould be a joyful 


mother, and bear him a ſon. With a diſcourſe fo 
intereſting Sarah's curioſity was very naturally ex- 


cited, and ſhe ſtood liſtening at the door of 


the tent ; - her feelings were lo overpowered by 


what ſhe had heard, It was impoſlible to command 


herſelf, ſhe fell into a loud laugh, and the gueſts 


left the table and ran to . enquire what could be 


the cauſe. Confuſed, and quite aſhamed, Sarah 


uſed every means to ſtifle it, ſhe would fain have 


excuſed it, fain would deny it, all was totally out 


of her power—the ſerious and ſtriking enquiry 


affrighted her ſtill more—abaſhed at the diſcovery 
ſhe ſtood expeRQiing a rebuke both from her huſ- 
band and his gueſts ; a very gentle one indeed was 
all that now paſſed, one of the three gravely and 
guldly ſuggeſted to Sarah, 


&« That nothing was impoſſible with Gov.” 


In this very hoſpitable reception of his gueſts, 


how very conſpicuous is the humility of the Pa- 


triarch, be offers ſo little, and he gives {o 


much, 


Of thele three angels one had been ſent pure 
polely to wy the birth of a ſon to Abraham, 


but 


, 4g ”) 
but the other two were commiſſioned to exe- 
cute the ſad ſentence on two once famous Ch 
ties in the vale of Siddim.. 


In the afternoon i oueſts took theirleave in order 
to purſue their journey, and Abraham courteouſly 
accompanied them, and ſet them on their way—a 
very uſual civility then, Afterwards, as they paſſed 


along, one of them confidentially revealed to him 


alecretand very awful judgment. God(he ſaid) had 
commiſſioned him to go to the populous city of So- 
dom on a moſt tremendous errand ; the cries 


of Sodom and Gomorrah were gone up to Hea. 


ven, and his orders were, utterly to deſtroy 


both cities, and all their inhabitants, kings and 
nobles and people. 


Azzanam ſtood agaſt at what he heard, ſtruck | 


Mes ' with the deepeſt horror and conſternation, and 
fall of compaſſion and ſympathy. 


ALS A6 AM; with true piety, and: moſt devout 
earneſtneſs pleaded for Sodom, and never ceal- 
ed his entreaties till he had gained a promile, 


oy That in caſe there ſhould be found ten righ- 
© teous men in Sodom, God would for their 
* ſakes ſpare the city.” 
' | E There 


TT Wi 


There is a winning modeſtly and reverential 
awe in his very pathetic and moſt eloquent 
prodkage with God ; and the forbearance and 

mercy of God are beautifully uluftrated in his 
condeſcending anſwers. 


_ Azzanan had only the fatisfaftion of pre- 
ſerving | his Nephew Lot and his family, to 
whom the fecret and viſitation were revealed, 


and they were all of them firſt led out of the 


city by the deſtroying Angel himſelf. 


The following morning Abraham, from the 
place where he had itood before the Lord, faw 
the black ſmoke and falphureous flames aſcending 
as from a furnace—— 


* The Lord had rained upon Sodom ws 


He overthrew both cities and their numerous 
inhabiants with a tremendous carthquake, thun- 
derings, Ighcnung, and liquid fire. 


Azzama had lived fixteen years on the plains 
of Mamre, and was now looking out a new fitu- 
_ ation bor himlelf, his herds, and his flocks. The 
ftcnch and fumes arifing from the vale of Siddim 


haſtened 
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© haſtened his removal, and he went and dwelt in 


F 4 © the land of the Philiflines, between Kadeſh and 


- Shur, ncar Gerar. 


 AnBRAnan, perhaps too fearful and overcan- 


= tious, thought it neceſſary here again to prattiſe 
= that ſame deceit he had before prathſed in ihe 


court of Pharaoh: 


wy And he ſaid of Sarab, ſhe is my ſtr.” 


Gerar was a capital city, and Abimelech, that 
amiable Prince, kept his court there. - | 


Sarah's exquiſite beauty charmed the inhabi- 


tants, and captivated the King. Abimelech ſent 
for Sarah, but before ſhe was introduced to him, 


v1 + he was informed by a viſion that ſhe was Ak | 
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Upon this the King ordered her to be reſtored, 


2 to her huſband, and reproved Abraham's timidity 
> and want of confidence in the honour and yirtue of 
LT his court. Abraham's reply was a frank confeſſion 


7 of the truth; he feared, to obtain Sarah, "INT 
= would deprive him of his life, 


Ee. : Abimelectz, 
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( 28 ) 
. Abimelech, ſatisfied with what he beard, and 


happy ts have eſcaped the ſnare he had been ſo 
near falling into, ſaid to Abraham, 


" Behold, my land is before you, dwell where 
beds pleaſeth thee.” | 


And he preſented him with ſheep and oxen, 


men-ſervants and women-ſervants, and a thouſand 


pieces of filyer to purchaſe a rich veil, a beauti- 


ful covering, for his wife ; and addreſſing” himſelf 


to Sarah, he ſaid, 


« This I give thee as a part of your dreſs, 
& ſuited to married life, and fit for your ſtation 
& and modeſty.” 


A polite acknowledgement of her enchanted beay- 
ty, and ſome compenſation for an injury he once 


had intended her. 


It was here, under ſuch a friendly proteQion 
and good ſettlement, Sarah brought forth her 
long-wiſhed-for fon, and ſhe called his name 
Ifaac, which fignifies laughter ; and, on the eighth 
day (as he had been directed) Abrabam Ccircume 
Fiſed his ſon, 


This 
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This Gel a truly pleaſing and happy Calan, 
of their lives ; Abraham and Sarah in the Zenith 
of their felicity ; Sarah ſuckled her child, and in 
due time weaned it ; on this joyful event, Abra- 
ham made a great feaſt, a general thankſgiving, 


Z and high conviviality throughout all his houſe- 
| hold. | 


Now follows the hiſtory of the moſt awful 
trial of Faith and Obedience ever exhibited: 


. 


| Abuman ſherifice regutied, and the fondeſt and 
moſt affettionate father commanded to flay 


> and to offer up his child upon the altar. How the 
; order was conveyed we are not told; God has a 
7 vaſt variety of ways of communicating what knows 
_ EE ledge he pleaſes, | 
—_ = 


This was no inſtant offering under the impreſ- 
ſions of a viſion or threat ; time is allowed for 
= refleQtion ; for parental redlings to grow ſtronger ; 
4 1 for the tendereft yearnings of nature ; the plead. 
X0 ings of love and innocence. The ſentence itſelf 
is a beautiful gradual riſe of the paſhons, higher 
and _ 


« Take now thy fon, thine only ſon, thy ſon 
# aac, whom thou loyeſt, and get thee into the 
& land 
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( 39 ) 
« Jand of Moriah, and offer him there, for a 
= burnt offering, upon one of the Mountains 


& which I ſhall _ thee.” 


A command confifting of every thing terrible 
its a patent ; what do we not feel for the inno- 


cence of the youth ? and what for the conſcioul- 


neſs of the father ? Yet Abraham at once re- 


folves ; makes no delay ; riſes up, immediately 


at day-break, with ſerenity and wonderful com- 
poſure ; prepares for his journey ; faddles his aſs ; 


orders two ſervants to atiend them; and having 
_ called up lizac, and cleft the wood, they all fet 
out together from Beer-ſheba to Mount Moriah. 


A little before he came to the foot of the moun- 


tain he direQed his two ſervants to oP, and wait 


bis return. 


f 


ABRAHAM and his ſon aſcend the hill : the for- 
' mer carrying the fire and the knife, and Iſaac 


bearing the wood. Being arrived at the deſtined 


«< Behold. father, the fire and the wood, i 


.” is the lamb 2” 


AzRAs 


ſpot, in amiable Gimplicity, Iaac enquired for | 
the vitim— 


POTS "a+ }) E | 
 Annanam compoſedly told him, God would 
' provide one for bimſelf. The mighty ſecret 
' Lorns in- bis anxious breaſt, and now comes the | 
time when ali muſt be revealed : his beloved fon, 
' now no child, probably about five and twenty, 
unconſcious of his fituation, his conſent be- 
© came neceflary, and mult be obtained ; he could | 
| fice and eſcape, be could reſiſt; is he likely to 
fubmit to torture, to agony, to death? 


A moſt ffcQing diſcovery follows; difarming 
= the man, overwhelming the parent : it 3s told, 
Fo: G | and, on the part of Ifaac, mavfully, pioufly, and 
\ | gracefully received : 


PL 


© It were enough for me that my earthly pa- 
© rent, alone, called me to the altar, how much 
10 ; « more when my heavenly Father redemands his 


Ne Ifaac ſubmits to be tied, to be bownd, to be 
E laid on the pile of wood, the father's hand is up- | | 
| : the knife. 
Intentions are afts; the facrifice is offered, 
voice of God now burſt forth ; = 


f 8-4) 
cc Lay not thy hand on the lad ; TI know 
* thou feareſt God, ſeeing thou haft not with. 
* held thy ſon, thine only ſon from me.” 


With what ecſtacy muſt it have been received. 


God now condeſcended to renew all his pro- 
miſes and covenants with Abraham. 


BY myſelf have I ſworn (ſaith the Lord) in 
* blefling I will bleſs thee, and in multiplying I 
** will multiply thy ſeed as the ſtars in the heaven, 
* and as the ſand on the ſea-ſhore. 


* All the nations of the arch; ſhall be bleſſed 
* 1 = d ſeed, becauſe thou. haſt obeyed my 
« voice,” 


Ina thicket cloſe by him, caught by his horns, + 
Abraham ſaw a ram, which he took and immedi- | $1 
ately offered WP. 80 burnt-offering. 7 


Father and fon cordially and moſt affetiovately | ; 
_ embrace ; they deſcend from the mountain ; Iaac þ . 
| lives; Abraham's ſacrifice is accepted, his faith | , WW 7 
and obedience perfeQed, _ = 


+). 


; on bis preparing to return, the fond | affeQione”. 
W Fate mother engages the Patriarch' $ firſt thoughts ; I 
0g Iſaac, the is tenderly feeling our abſence and 

WW forcboding miſchief ; haſte, Iſaac, thy mother 
OY will think we tarry. "They deſcend the hill, re- 
ahts join the two ſervants they. left in waiting, and all 
54S return back to ET EVS, 


Ke This very ſpot now choſen by God for the ſeene | 
1.4 of this wonderful ſacrifice, was afterwards diſtin- 
P94 guiſhed as the ſeat of empire ; for the ſuperbeſt 
Lad and moſt magnificent temple in the univerſe; and. 
Py moſt of all by a ſacrifice infinitely more important, 


a WE nd infinitely more valuable, 
y 


W8# "Afier this very - martfing aha highly animating 
We ſcene; Abraham returned to his rural and domel- 
"v4 tic life, and enjoyed its many innocent and plea- 
© ſurable endearments more than ever, till they 
VET were all diſtreſsfully interrupted by the death 
fool of Sarah, his beloved wife, ſhe had now at- 
I 7 tained to her. one. : hundred and twenty- -ſeventh 
Year, 


The earlier part of her life had been chequtr-” 
ed with many mortifications : the Jong unaccom- 
pliſhed wiſh of bearing a ſon ; the unſettled hard- 
ihips_ 


= 34 2A Ns NEL: 


55; Kips of a life of pilgrimage; ad Ce Rings ad | 
_ . torments from jealouly, even almoſt to the age of | 
- ninety; but ſhe had enjoyed, during the laſt thirty- 
| ſeven years, a delightfu] calm, cheared and cheriſh- 
ed by the unabated affetion of Abraham, and the 
\ amiable and diſtinguiſhed accompliſhments and 
. Piety of her ſon, the joy oF his pRette, and the 
favourite of his God. | 


A companion ſo fair, amiable, and lovely, A- 
braham bewailed and moſt tenderly loved; a 
friendſhip of very long ſtanding, and cemented at 
laſt by the deareſt of all pledges. He very feel- 
ingly laments his loſs. py rs Ex 

ABxanam was till a pilgrim, wandering with- 
out any ſettled . habitation, tender, affeQtionate, 
and forrowful, at the age of one hundred and 
thirty ſeven ; he is conhidering how he ſhall ho- 


nour her remains, procure it a refidence of ſafety, K-24 


| and make 1 it his Own. 


It was in thoſe days thought 1 ignominious for 


67 cul nto bury in a ſepulchre belonging to 
ther. Abraham therefore went to the gate of 


_ Hebron, the high Court of Judicature, where the 


_ elders, magiltrates, and nobles met to adminiſter = 


Juſtice, 


4 | jutice, ſets proper and the «pubic buſineſs of & 
| $ he-fiate. | ME Ps CAI | 


wy 


"He there Thnrollaced himſelf, and vilog per- 
4 mitted to. ſpeak, he made them an offer for a 
piece of land, a purchaſe of a field for a burial 
| - place, and he addreſſed himſelf to the ſons- of 
'F Heth, the moſt conſiderable Oy at Hebron. - 


he Abrahand's propoſal, all the elders ad 
V FOI ſtood up, and they freely offered him 
E a choice | of. every lepulchre throughout the 
: country. 
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Every her made an offer of his own, what 
Prot themſelves had built for their own uſe and 
their families. HA | 
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66 Hear us, my Lord, thou art a mighty 

= prince, in the choice of our ſepulchres bury 

4c thy dead, there is none of. us all {ſhall with- 
6c hold from thee his ſepulchre.,” 


ba ſuch high veneration was the charafter and. re- 
DEI of the Patriarch, 


as felt all their wladnet, he- orateful 
thanked them, but begged that he might be per- 
DE 1 2 ---.:- mitted 


\ 


(6 3; A 
mitted to buy the « cave of FMac-plah fom \Ephron We. 
the Hittite. Fes | 


» = Fa . . Y 
% , - . a » _ 
PF: « IN” on %s vs 
"I 


Ephron came ' forwiirds and. made” him a free 
pate offer of the field and the « cave. 


« My Lord, the field give 1 thee, and the « cave - 

bs that 1s therein I give it thee,” | E:-5 
ABRAnam perliſted in baja it, ard paying 
- down the utmoſt value, and on. Ephron' s naming 
four hundred ſhekels of ſilver, about ſixty pounds, 


Abraham cut it him off, and paid i it down IN court 
In full weight. ot a8 | 


This is probably the very firſt conveyance 
ever made, and indeed the firſt money tranſaftion 
we read of, RS 19 


ABRAHAM took his leave of the court, brought 

þ with him his title-deed, took poſleſſion of the 

field, the timber upon it, and the cave; and he 

here depoſited the dear remains of Us beloved |} 
wife, 


"LITE _ | _E 

This was Abraham's firſt landed eſtate in Ca- &- 

naan, it commenced in a ſingle field, and a caye 1b 
for a burying-place, | 
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4 —Pelive 7 afal Abralii © AN home, 
4 A 

NN WY employed. bis. firſt HSt_NG how he ſhould 
W-4 gh pily ſettle, his fon. - S: 


C. *K 


ab inc had ab, to 7,8 age *t forty, and tis: 
£4 Fr $ conſciencious_ -wiſh was, that he ſhould 
TY take a wife from among his own kindred, Abra- 
"2.2 ' ham now, therefore, "held a conference with his 
Wi ſon, and propoſed. to him' a marriage with Re- 

: | bekab, one of his nieces, a daughter of Milcah, 
- | the widow of his brother N ahor. 


on His ſon lac, AeGonate and dutiful, was al- 
2 yp © ways fond of retirement, buſily employed in do- 
F 't = meſtic life, readily. gave up the ſettlement of his 
affairs to his father, and even left him to form 


£0 "this very intereſting and .Important connex1on for 
7 I = lif e.. 


(5 42 RW hy plans, and determined to 
* to Haran in Meſopotamia, where many of 
his family yet lived, He conſulted with this old 
-24and faithful ſeryant, and bound him, by an oath, 
04 {@ 
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Yo 


to bring. Aida” A: vife Tor "his fon Tae out; of 
| his-0wn family and kindred.” Ra Pies 235 2f1 Wo 


n ig: 
war whe -£ 4 


The ſervant laid. his Jand* hos: Apa 


think (the ancient cuſtom of taking an oath) -and 
' called God to witneſs the: engagement he had thus 


x 's 
” > — 


- 


ſolemnly made, | 


Anzanan inveſted hink- with. Full powers (F! 
authority even to conclude the marriage ; and he 
diſpatched him with a princely and honourable 
train of ten camels, laden with the richeſt preſchts, 


a dowry for the damſel. PH 


ABRAHAM'S faithful ſerv ade the beſt of MY 


his way to Haran, and before he entered the city, we. 


he ſaw the young women (as was uſual in thoſe We 
days) coming out lo draw water at the well, and Fw 
Rebekah was one. £ 


The biſtory of this meeting is told ah won- | 2 


derful ſimplicity, - and a Oppy . coincidence of wn 


oF F 24 
ary? WW" 


events, 


Rebekah was pointed out to the fervatis the 
was ſeen with her pitcher ; the damlel was won-| bo 
drous fair, in youthful bluom, and highly pleaſing. , 
He watched her as ſhe went down to the well i Wk 
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b- Þ and: She: 7 $8 Killed 54s pitcher, fruck with liek 
L E: {elegant perſon, "and overjoyed at hearing who ſhe 
pes, ADTLHan's faithful ſervant r ran to meet t her, 


» AY 


44 Car me, CE pray you, drink a little water out 
4 gy ' of G (tal pitcher.” i 

Th Intent on is arriba, be was trying her temper _ 
A End hoſpitality 3%. ſtranger and a traveller, he 
8 pleads being weary and thirſty ; J refreſh me with a 
gh 1 pp from Your: pitcher. IE La 


Rebekah courtevlly ſays, 
i Drink, wy. Lord. 2 


nd LL As ſoon as. Ye Earned the pitcher, 1he haſtily 


iy ſe fer it it down ; ſaying, 


R's oo 'mels till they haye all done drinking.” 


{ Thus witneſſing the ſweetneſs of her diſpoſition 
hy the friendlineſs of her heart, he ventured to 


£ 7s {enquire after her family, 


** Whoſe fair daughter art thou ?” 


« And now alſo will I FER water for thy ca- 


* 


$he told him, 


" She x was s daughter of Bethuel, the fon of 
54 Milcah.” jo VS, — TY ES =o 


* Pray, have you room in your family 1 to lodge 
* me, and can I fodder my beaſts? on 


Perfiſting | in her good bumour, ſhe told him; 


© She had raw and provender enough for them 
«& all. We IE | 


The ſervant,” delighted, locked on a gold 
earing, and put bracelets round her wriſts ; and 


on this ſhe ran away home to tell of the Atranger, 
and name his requeſt, =» 


It was ſoon reported from whom\he was come, 
and the train he had brought.. Her brother Laban 
{at whoſe houſe ſhe lived) ran out to meet him, to 
enquire after his rich relations, and his meſſage. 


With hearty cordiality Laban invited him in, 
ordered a table to he ſpread, good cheer and 
refreſhment for the traveller, 


Abraham's 


(4) 
Abrahani” s faithful ſervant improved this mo-. 
| ment of Laban's benevolence, and refuſed even 
_” enter his houſe. till he had named his errand; © 
on told of all the rich treaſures of his maſter ; the 
WS amiable accompliſhments and very elegant perſon 

"0 of Iſaac ; and unloaded the rich preſents he had 


_ The brother could only reflef upon it as a 
7 {bleſſing intended them by God ; and aſked, how 
- Che could refuſe, ſeeing the matter was already de- 
"I te rmined by him. 

{REM A 

ww But. Laban's ſuggeſting—brothers have no au- 
L 4 thority over the affeQtions of the maid—on this 
$ -ambigituy (though he ſeem” d only to have reſpeU&t 
$ to his not hurrying her wy Abraham” s ſervant 


je C.; gold and Jewels of flor and tho male a 
== rich preſent to her mother, and Laban. 


= After which, leaving the damſel to admire her 
= ornaments, and the family and her to diſcourſe 
= upon them and his meſſage, he lat down to his. 


Ee? 47 34 
* my y, e 


= mcal, and left them together, 


ok 


G Some 


pac WAS A 
/ 


ORE E 
; py little time. after, he refumed his requeſt, 
. named his return, and preſſed her accompanying 


* 


Her mother and. Laban pleaded. much. for her 
ſay ; let the dame] abide a little longer, ten days 
at the leaſt, and ſhould ſhe ſhow no reluQance, 
then ſhall ſhe 80 with thee to thy maſter and his 
lon. 


The.truſty ſervant (well aware of human fickle- 

neſs) would not ceaſe his importunity and: leave it 

_ undecided, he kept urging a ' compliance. This Mt 

could not be done without the damſel, her con- 

ſent became neceſſary, and calling her in, they put | y 
the rp ge to be anſwered by mer Sf 


« And Rebekah ſaid, I will go.” 


In eonſacuence of, which, attended by her nurſe, 
ſhe ſet off the next mornin 8 on her j Journey. 


| All the a of FR was ſpent in high feſti- | 
vity and joy ; the neighbours around came with | 
careſſes and, congratulations; and amidſt, the af- | 
fectionate embraces of her friends and relatives, A 
and the tears and the 3 Joys of em all, Rebekah, 
| with 


( a) af | 
with. her nurſe and the ſervant, ſet ont on thejr. 
camels from Haran, 


Iſaac, not indifferent'io'fo intereſting an event, 


in a ſerious mood, and was walking up and down 
be; i in the fields, thinking of all that was paſſing. and 
VOY * much of his bride, ſpying the camels-a coming, 
J all ina flutter from impatience, he felt overcome 
We; by his thoughts and the nearneſs of the interview. 


Rebekah was told who he was ; the alight from 
her camel; with unaffetted modeſty (truly 
feminine) ſhe covered herſelf oyer with a Veil, 


compliments. | 


Iſaac oo led her to the Tent that had 
always been his mother's, highly pleaſed with her 
beadey, her elegant perſon and her modeſty, 


$ Deal AM rejoiced on thus ſeeing bis ſon now 
made ſo happy, and in poſleſſion of ſo charming, 
{o agreeable a wife, 


one hundred and forty-one. The hiſtory informs 
us ; Abraham Rl reſpettfully dwelling on the 


? 


thoughtful and expeRting them home, went out : 


and ſtood till to receive his firſt ſalutations and 


The Patriarch was now arrived to the age of J 


G 2 p | hap- 


% 


( 44 ) 


Y happineſs of wedded life, married Keturah, and | 
| by her Abraham had fix ſons. 


He took the qreateſt care to portion, out theſe 


children, ſo that they could not interfere with the 
' Inheritance of his ſon Iſaac, and interrupt the 


quiet and peace of him and his family. He placed 


| them in Arabia, Eaſtward of Beer-ſheba and the 7 
land of Canaan, and Abraham had now allo ten + JF 


grand-children, 


Tf you contraſt Abraham with his ſon, the Fa- 


ther was diſtinguiſhed by Firmneſs of mind, and 


Iſaac by tenderneſs of heart, fitting him for more 
domeſtic Scenes, Abraham extorts from us Ad- 
miration, Iſaac inſinuates himſelf into our love: 


Splendid virtues require ſuperior abilities ; but the | 
milder graces of Alagc, as they need only a  well-| 


font hah.” Scuing aſide ambition, the life of | "3 


Iſaac is a life of dignity and honour, 


5% 
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= pew Ts 2 Ou 0 
he 


& 
4. SET ; 


AnzRAHAM, the good old man, content and 


calm under a review of the paſt ; a conſcience | 3 | 


finding nothing to reproach him ; his truſt in God Þ 


_ Unabated ; Abraham's laſt hots” was Peace, and | 4 
Tlaac ſtood fondly weeping over him. 4 


\( 45.) 

2 Thus this Venerable Illuſtrious Patriarch; Heir 

BW . of a world, and the Friend of God, at the age of 

2 // one hundred and ſeventy-five was gathered to his 
\F Fathers, and to her, with whom, when living, be 

© had been ſo happily united, Ts; 
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A man of exemplary piety, and highly exalted 
| virtues. 


= His 5 Iſaac and Iſhmael, with the moſt 
© _reſpeQtul ſolemnity, paid him the laſt dutiful and 
7 y -Kilial honours, and buried him in the cave of 
2 , Ne ac-pelah, on the fide of _ his beloved 
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Uncommon were his trials, great and extraor- 
| dinary were his bleſlings, 


HE A lifeof - diſtinguiſhed Firmneſs, many excellent 
E148 vg with the profoundeſt reverence for his 


Againſt Hope, he believed in Hope, ſtrong in 


; © Faith, fully ſatisfied what God had promiſed, He 
s "q was alſo able to perform, 
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Short, Introduftory Compendium to the 
HISTORY. 


he 


JEWISH | 


$ 


rich and luxuriant, is direted to dreſs and 


reſerve.its cultivation and neatneſs, 
| He was to eat of its fruits, and drink of its 
ure ſprings, with one fingle prohibition, obvioul-_ 
expreſſive of his obedience and gratitude, 
| Gop reveals to Adam what relates to the crea- 
to his own formation-in particular. 


- was Contemporary with Joſeph, 


(48) 


| Adam delivers it down to SzTH, and Seth to. 


Eyocn, Enoch to MeTaus&aLaAn his fon, and ſo 


to Noax ; and as Shem lived in Chaldea, he 


communicated it to ABRAHAM the Father and 
the F ounder of the Jewiſh Nation, 


The Tageriy of man, in theſe early ages, con- 


tributed to render tradition the criterion of truth, 


Although 2432 years had elapſed before the 
birth of Moſes, our inſpired hiſtorian, the chan- 
nels of information were as yet incorrupted. The 
Hiſtory was very probably conveyed down from 


Adam to Moſes by only ſeven perſons *. 


METHUSALAH, the grand-father of Noah, was 


340 yearsold when Adam died, and he afterwards 
lived till the year of the Flood, when Noau had 


attained to his fix huudredth year, and died only 
two years before the birth of Abraham. Snzm, 


being his neighbour, was very likely to communi. 
cate what he knew to ABRanam. Isaac in- 
 Atrufted his grand-ſon Joszea in the Hiſtory of his 


predeceſſors; and AMran, the father of Moſes, 


k 
" \ 
"4 


> Meihuſalah, Noah, Shem, Abraham, Iſaac, Joſeph, and Amrame 
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( 49 ) 
Theſe were the conveyances by which the Hiſ- 


© tory is preſerved and handed down to us to faith« 
3 fully 1 in our Bibles, | 


On the firſt day of his dorerdlanty and Domi- 


x fowl, and every reptile to pay him homage, and 

= as they paſled before him, he gave to each its pro- 

= per name, diſtinaly to charaQerize them to his 
7 : | \ 


oe Fe 
=. polterit 
Cn ; 
=. polterity. 
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We have next related the formation of Eve, 
her marriage and introduction to Adam, 


Beſides the magnificent volume of | Creation 
open to his view, Man had very lignal intimations 
and aſliſtances afforded him, 


him as a Father and a Friend. 


> The leſſons He taught him were, Gratitude, 
= Love, Veneration, Awe, and Reverence. The 


a in ſpirit and i in truth, 


| Inyeſted with Sovereignty, and in poſſeſſion of 
b a world, various Offices and Duties are allotted 
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Mu ' nion, Adam commanded all the Beaſts and flying 


Gop delighted in Adam, "and converſed with 


homage of the heart, in fimplicity and purity, 


— 


NE ee eter eas ee egy nt oe D- \ 
-_ > ——_ p_ ___—_ = "> WR... —_ _ ener 
tho gee, q - . - - = 


wen mts rogers ns IS 
— re IE Woe + ao 
_ " 


h—_— CCC 
_— $emures wt 


— 


( 80.) 
A law from within regulates his life, and viſi- 
bly and powerfully checks him when he breaks 


it, -_ 


Six days are allowed him for employments, 
pleaſures and recreation; the ſeyenth is ſacred, 


the Sabbath of his God, 


Such the happy diſpenſation of innocence ; but 
how ſoon it ended ! What a fad exchange enſued 
-from diſob2dience ? Unruly paſſions ſtrange and 


new, mutual upbraidings, tumult, ſhame, dread, | 
EY | 
remorſe. 


&* 
wm 


Knowing now that they were naked, Guilt On 
a covering for itſelf and them, abaſh'd, debaſed,_! 
their own tormentors, they ſtood awaiting | 
(amidſt the thickeſt foliage) the preſence and the 
anger of God, the ſentence of death, and expul- 
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Gon trom paradile, 

The ſecond is a Diſpenfation of Grace, and it 
reached to the time of the F lood, and may be 
called the firſt tidings of the Galpel, 


The ſeed of the woman ſhould deſtroy the 


works of the Devil. The gracious plan of God 
_ for 
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for the Salvation of mankind by. ſome mighty 
Saviour, 


The third 1s the Noarchical, | from Noah, the 
Preacher of righteouſnels, and'is a repetition of 
this diſpenſation of Grace now made to Noah, 
the ſecond Father of mankind, 


Even in this very early: period there were 
many bright diſcoveries reſpetting God, his pro- 
vidence, and a world to come, as the life and ful- 


 feringsof Job, who lived under that diſpenſation, 
my exprelsly inform us. 


It was in the fix kendredeh year of Noah's 
life God extirpated the human race by a flood, 
Noah and his family excepted, he lived three 
hundred and fifty years after, in all nine hundred 
and. hifty. 


Towards the end of the ſecond generation after 
this event, notwithſtanding an interpoſition ſo ex- 
traordinary, the knowledge and worſhip of Ggd 
became again obſcured and corrupted by the 
groſſeſt ſuperſtition and Idolatry ; ; and 1t pleaſed 
Ged, from among the nations, to chuſe out the 
family ot Abrabam, a grand-ſon of his ſervant 
Noah, to be the F ather and the Founder of the 


Jewiſh Empire, and commanded him to leave his 


34-6 native 
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( 33 ] 
native home, and father's houſe at Haran in Me- 
ſopotamia, and travel into Canaan, a land over- 
run with Idolatry and iniquity, that -he and his 
* houſe might be a ſtanding monument to God, to 
_ preſerve religion and virtue, in oppoſition to the 
degeneracies of the nations around him, 


| Gop there revealed to Abraham his intentions 
reſpeQing him and his poſterity, for the ſpace of 
four hundred years, at the end of which period 
they ſhould quietly poſſeſs all the land of Ca- 
naan, 'even from the Nile to the great River, the 
River Euphrates, 


A government thus commencing deſcended to 
his ſon. 1ſaac, and to. Jacob, and to his twelve 
Sons. | BE 


| Theſe formed a numerous people called Ifrael- 
_ Ites, from Iſrael, the new name given to Jacob, 
and on this account, 


| An angel appeared one evening to Jacob at 
Mehanaim, and is ſaid to have wreſtled: with him 


till the morning (a kind of ſpiritual wreſtling) when 


Jacob with tears, intreaties, and ſupplications, 
prevailed upon the angel to bleſs him, upon which 
he 
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4 ( 88 ) 
i | he changed his nawe to Iſrael, which ſignifies 3 
| man that has prevailed with God. 


Ne 91 Facob' s hiſtory informs us he was the younger 
= 43 0 brother, and by a ſtratagem a of his Mother's, ob« 
R F tained the bleſſing intended for Eſau the elder. 


Rebekah loved her ſon Jacob the beſt, and 

P þ Partially indulgent, ſhe put him in a way of de- 
ſe. | ceiving his Father, and FOUMng” bis brother Eſau 
Wi 4 | of his birth- right. P-; 
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So injudicious a fondneſs laid the foundation of 
> much miſchief, and was a weakneſs and blemiſh 
” in the charater of Rebekah; for Eſau, as was 
-very natugal, after being defrauded, hated Jacob, 
- and he once intimated, that after the days of 
mourning for his father were over, he would ſlay 
= his brother. | 
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EY, Rebekah, fearing Eſau's fury and SP ITO Y 
- * and to prevent his deſigns on Jacob, adviſed her 
© favourite ſon to abſent himſelf, he did ſo, and 
+ lived at a great diſtance many Years. 
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| 1 Il the hopeful gaiety of early life this had led 
L —_ to form high expettations of CA 
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(38 3 
native home, and father's houſe at Haran in Me- 
ſopotamia, and travel into Canaan, a land over- 


Tun with Idolatry and iniquity, that -he and his 


* houſe might be a ſtanding monument to God, to 
preſerve religion and virtue, in oppoſition to the 
degeneracies of the nations around him, 


| Gop there revealed to Abraham his intentions 

 reſpeting him and his poſterity, for the ſpace of 

four hundred years, at the end of which period 

they ſhould quietly poſſeſs all the land of Ca- 

. Haan, 'even from the Nile to the great River, the 
| River Euphrates. 


| A government thus commencing deſcended to 
His ſon Iſaac, and to Jacob, and to his twelve 
Sons, 7 


| Theſe formed a numerous people called Iſrael- 
ites, from Iſrael, the new name glven to > Jacob, 
and on this account, 


An angel appeared one evening to Jacob at 
Mehanaim, and is ſaid to have wreſtled with him 
till the morning (a kind of ſpiritual wreſtling) when 
Jacob with tears, intreaties, and ſupplications, 


prevailed upon the angel to bleſs him, upon which 


he 


F - — 
he changed his nawe to Iſrael, which cnc a 
man that has prevailed with God. 


Ln 


| Facob's hiſtory informs us he was the younger 
; 78 brother, and by a {tratagem of his Mother's, ob- 
2 tained the bleſſing intended for Efau the elder, 


” Rebekah loved her ſon Jacob the beſt, and 
WW partially indulgent, ſhe put him in a way of de- 
* ceiving his Father, and robbing his brother Eſau 
7.7 b of his birth-right. 


5 2 So injudicious a fondneſs laid the foundation of 
>> . much miſchief, and was a weakneſs and blemiſh 
&22 in: the character of Rebekah; for Eſau, as was 
=. very natural, after being defrauded, hated Jacob, 

> -. and he once intimated, that after the days of 
Þ - mourning fo for his father were over, he would flay 
FP] To | his brother. | 


Fr Rebekah, fearing Eſav's fury and reſentment, 

and to prevent his deſigns on Jacob, adviſed her 
© favourite ſon to abſent himſelf, he did lo, and 
- lived at a great diſtance many years. 


2 the hopeful ley of early life this had led 
© Jacob to form high expettations of OPT 
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Jacob was ſorely diſappointed—lHe had NEED! told 
.Þy Ifaac his father, _ 


«© Gop would bleſs him with the dew of Hea- 
& yen, and the fatneſs of the Earth, with plenty Wt 
& of corn and wine—that people were to ſerve We 
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De « him, and nations to bow down to him—a Lord 


IS 


« over his brethren. 


But the hiſtory informs us, Jacob, in order to py 

preſerve his own life, and avoid his brother's re- o 
ſentment, was driven forth from his country, and 1 

| the proteftion of his father's houſe, neceſſitated TL . 

' to ſeek an eſtabliſhment in the family of Laban; Le 

and after a long ſervitude for a woman whom he | 4 j 

loved, Leah (another fiſter) was treacherouſly 0 

. impoſed upon him, and one whom he could not © 
 love—Jacob ſerved ſeven years more for Rachel, | 


His children afterwards were ſources of more 7 
trouble. Reuben was inceſtuous; Judah adul- Fab 2 
terous ; his daughter Dinah diſhonoured ; the Phat 
condu@ of Simeon and Levi, two of his ſons, ; 
diſtreſſed him ; two of his grand-children were © 

| ſuddenly ſtruck dead; Rachel, his beloved wife, BY. i 
| was taken from him in circumſtances which em- 0 + 
| bittered his ſorrow ; his fon Joleph torn from "Þ 
him in n youthful prime ; and he himſelf neceſſi- 7 fn 
toully Ne 


(55 ) 


6 © ouſly driven in his old age, at one kncred and 
- wad to gO and ſpend his laſt days in Egypt, 
"I * among a people who held it an abomination to eat 


| bread with him, 


2” Iſaac and Rebekah had endeavoured to con- 
Fr: vince Eſau, it was the appointment of God; He 
[8 had decreed the ſucceſſion before either he 'or 
* = his brother were born ; it were in vain (they ſaid) 
#24 to oppole the Providence of God, inſtead of re- 
{2 = covering the bleſſing, he would bring down a ter- 
| 2 1ible curſe on his own head. 


>” By ſuch arguments they reconciled Eſau, he 
ſeemed quite to have conquered his animoſity, 
.and ſome years after, when the two brothers met, 
a tender, brotherly, and affettionate interview 
took place, it cloled by Eſau's kind and very 
; 'Þ hearty invitation to Mount Seir, the place of his 


K.: | j habitation, 

Wo "It was long after the" quarrel, when Jacob, in 
1 5 ” great Proſperiy, returned back with his wives, 
EL + and his wealth, and his little ones. As he drew 
7 near home, the wrong he had done his brother, 
BS and the dread of meeting Eſau, more and more 
E ol diltrefled him ; and when Jacob ſaw Eſau advanc- 
MB | ing 
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Ing to meet him, bis heart trembled. and. he 
TRE 


Afier Jacob had recovered himſelf and could 


proceed on a little farther, Eſau ſaw his brother, 


he ran forwards to meet him, fell upon his neck; 
Elau then enquired -after this 
wives- and his little ones, and overcome 4G the 


and kiſſed him. 


affeAionate i interview, both Brother's Vept.. 
A conſcious feeling of the wrong -be had done 
his brother till diſtreſſes Jacob, but Eſau's genhe- 


rous deportment is wonderful, upon Jacob's mak- 


Ing an offering a preſent as it were of repara- 
tion, Ea, E 


ge! 


« What meaneſt thou (lays Efau) by all this 
« drove: _ 5 : = $i. 


Jacob replies, 


« To gain me favour in the fight of my Lord.” 
Efau with dignity refuſed. 


* Brother, 1 have enough, keep all that -thou 
Sn hs haſt for thyſelf,” FACE Cats 
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= Jacob ſeemed quite diſappointed ; earneſtly ſo. 
EZ licitous his brother ſhould accept his preſent, 
* FE lays, 


© I pray thee, Brother, receive It; accept a 
« token of reconciliation ;- this day ſhould be 
© highly honoured and diſtinguiſhed ; it has re- 
* ſtored me to the embraces of my Brother, my 
« tranſport is more than I can expreſs; in thy 
© preſence I rejoice as in the preſence of a 
God.” 
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Eſau now finding his brother's heart in the re- 
”, queſt, and a further denial unkind, with delicacy 
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___ 


7 - and true generoſity yielded to his entreaties, and 
= accepted his preſents. 
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= built a houſe at Succoth, and afterwards removed 
7 to Salem, a city belonging to the Sichemites. Ja- 
> cob purchaſed a piece of ground, and reſided here 
= vith all his family, and his flocks. Here he built 
2 an altar, and inſcribed it to the Mighty God of 
Wh: djrael. Near this place was the celebrated well, 
0 i ever after called Jacob's Well, ſtill more famous 
7 by our Saviour's here meeting and talking with the 

227 woman of Samaria, en 
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Jacob's days of trouble ſeemed now to be over, 
he lived many years in peace, encreafing in wealth 
with all his family, beloved and much reſpefted ; 
till, upon ſome quarrel, two of his ſons, Simeon 
and Levi, treacherouſly maſſacred many of the 
inhabitants who were their neighbours. Jacob 
was ſorely diſtreſſed, and ſeverely reprimanded 


them for their inhumanity, And upon this riot 


and barbarous behaviour of his ſons, Jacob re- 7: 


{till lived.. 


God was here pleaſed. to reveal himſelf to. D® Th Pg 


cob; and direfted him to go and dwell at Bethel, 
Aﬀter ſome time Jacob returned back to Mamre, 


- and continued with his blind, decrepid, and very 
aged parent till he died, Iſaac had arrived to the 


age of one hundred and eighty. Eſau and Jacob 
buried.their father in the cave of Macpelah, with 
Abraham and Sarah. Eſau returned to Mount 


- Seir, and Jacob continued to live at Mamre. 


The charatters of the two brothers may be thus 


contraſted. + 


Efau was bold and manly, impetuous in his 
paſſions, but honeſt, often generous, and on the 
{lighteſt conceſſion forgiving. Jacob had more 


artifice, and he had formerly praGtiſed it with his 
mother, 


moved nearer to Mamre, where his father Iſaac es - 


) 


. © 
1 (590) 
Z [emorher, they had contrived ſeveral ſchemes toge- - 
"ther againſt Eſau, The virtues and vices of Eſau 


# WE partook of the violence of his charatter, the one 
"I WF: one without ſtudious diſplay, the other prevailed 
be ob reſtraint, Jacob's virtues were more 
7 i and regular ; Eſau's the ſpontaneous growth 
'3 a of his heart, thoſe of Jacob were produced by 
©. ” refletion, The vices of Eſau were tranſient, 
thoſe of Jacob made a deeper and more laſting 


| inpreſhon, 


It wasnot long after Iſaac's death, and Jacobs re- 
; Ei "turn to Mamre, that his very beautiful and be- 
ored ſon Toleph, ſeventeen years old, was = 
0 his brethren to a company of Tſhmaelit 
' merchants, who were travelling with a cargo of 
ppices into Egypt. As Jacob's other ſons retnrn- 
ed home, they killed a kid, and having purpolely 
þ Ta Joſeph's upper garment, they dipt it in the 
| blood, and treacherouſly impoſed on the diſtraQ- 
” ed father, by telling him a wild beaſt had devoured | 


ie) | their brother. | 


Joſeph, carried into Mawes: was fold to an Of- 
>  ficer of the King's guard, named Potiphar ; his 
Wo : diligence, induſtry, and truſtineſs, gained him 
Fg - the good-will and reſpett of his Maſter, and pro- 
WE © motion in his family. He lerved him ten years, 
F | I a and 
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( 60 ) 
and then, for his virtuous abhorrence of a baſe 
| Intrigue, this amiable innocent youth was, on his 
miſtreſs's accuſation, caſt into the king's priſon, 
_ His wiſe modeſt behaviour, and winning man- 
ners gained him the favour and notice of the 


keeper, he employed Joſeph as his deputy, and 


ſoon intruſted all the FEITEEE to his care, 


' 
P 


Tvo- of ſome diflinion, who bad-both held 
profitable places at Court, the one chief 'butler, 
_ andthe other the king's baker, had very extraor- 
_ dinary dreams; Joſeph interpreted them, 
| preciſely told the time they would be fulfilled. The 
butler, as Joſeph foretold, was in three day's time 
reſtored to his place, and the baker was hanged. 
Joſeph made a friend of the butler, confidentially 
told him his whole ſtory, and beſought his intereſt 
to get him out of priſon, But his fellow-priſoner 
| and his good offices were all forgot till two years 
after, when Pharoah's two famous dreams obliged 
him to call him to mind, and he then recommend- 
ed Joſeph as a very wiſe and knowing interpreter, 


On this occaſion Joſeph was immediately ſent for 


to the Palace, Pheroah related to him what he 
had dreamt, and offered a large reward to whom- 
ſoever ſhould interpret his dreams, 


Seven 


\ [1 


and 


fo 4 ll ) 
= geven fat cows, feeding on the banks of the. 
| [I ' Nile devoured by leven lean ones. 


; Seven full ears of corn devoured by ſeven blaſt- 
7 cd ones. 


as Joſeph old the king both dreams ET 
0 ' one and the ſame event. 


* The ſeven fat cows and the ſeven full ears Gawd. 
ho 77 ; © fied ſeven years of exceſlive plenty, The ſeven 
us { lean cows, and blaſted ears, ſeven years of ſcar» 
Ne, $i © city and famine which would ſucceed them. | 


= Joſeph ſubmiſſively and moſt reſpeAfully adviſ- 

| "ed his Majeſty to employ a truſty and expert man 
'as Overſeer to build granaries, and ſend officers 
Into every province, and lay up one-fifth part of 
L | the corn grown during the ſeven years of plenty, 
0p He the following Os of famine, 
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73 fit to be rg over the kindgdom as  Fakinds. and 
WY be laid no Overſeer was likely ſo faithfully to exe- 
Pe the wiſe propoſals he had made as himſelf, 

EE Pharoah appointed Joleph maſter over .all his 
; © houſehold, he took his ring from oft bis finger, 
W 0 and 


tr 


( 62 ) 
and preſented it to Joſeph ; he ordered him a 
dreſs of fine linen; and a chain of gold to be 
hung about his neck, 


 Pharoah then iſſued out orders, proclaiming 
| him ſuperintendant over his whole kingdom, in-_ 
ferior in authority only to himlelf., The king Mr 
gave him in marriage the daughter of the prince of  " 
| Heliopolis. Pharoah (in Eaſtern pomp) placed Jo- : 


ſeph in a ſplendid carriage, with livery ſervants re 
running before him ; the King commanded all his 7. 


ſubjets to dow the knee to Joſeph, 


Thus happily ended thirteen years of virtuous 
_ ſufferings, and they were rewarded with no leſs 
than eighty years of the higheſt ſublunary bliſs, 


Eſtabliſhed in his new government, thus highly 

' honoured, and in the full exerciſe of his authority, 
Joſeph took a Circuit over the whole kingdom ; he 
built granaries, and appointed ſtewards and offi- 
cers, immenſe loads were brought in and ſafely 
depoſited ; his granaries were all full, and above 
all meaſure, before the ſeven years of plenty were 

| over. As Joſeph had foretold the years of ſcar- 
city and famine began, it was felt all over the 
| land of Canaan, and the diſtreſs extended to all 


the nations round about it, From all quarters ap- 7 
| | | | plications "1 ; £ 9 
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'. plications were made to Pharoah, and the king 
= referred them all to Joſeph, 


Jacob ſoon learnt there was corn in Egypt, 


TR | and his family being in great want, he ſent ten of 
*” his ſons down thither to buy ſome. On their ar- 
EY 4 ' rival in Egypt, the trayellers were diretted to the 


\ Governor's houſe, to obtain an order and permil- 
— fion to buy. Joſeph knew his brethren, He 
© choſe to conceal hiimſelf, but he could not alto= 
Þ gether reſiſt his feelings, he inſtantly enquired 
*: (though obſcurely) after his father and the fawily, 
>" He then forwarded them with orders for a large 
_ Lopply. and ſent them back, all but one, loaded 
2” with full ſacks, as his family were in want, direQting_ 
hem, when they returned for more, to bring the 
younger brother they had told him of along with 


= them. Jacob rejoiced to receive ſo liberal a 


| Tupply, but being told all their adventures, and the 


* OT Governor s requeſt RCDy his beloved ys. he 
"2 wept ſorely. : 


” 


= The ſcarcity and their wants were very oreat, 
Re, [ fapply ſon became neceſſary, his ſons name to 


bits * Þim their promile to the Governor, they refuſe to' 
bo $2 without Benjamin, and they now told him his 
7&5 commands were abſolute and peremptory reſpe&t- 


bg bim, The aged parent molt ſorrowfully af. 
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ED ſented, vi they all ſet out on a ſecond embaſſy 
to Egypt. 
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On their arrival they were direfted to the 
Governor's houſe, and ordered all to wait there, 


| A'moſt feeling and intereſting ſtory—a parley and 


diſcovery—the tendereſt and moſt affeQting inter- 


view, ending in a burſt of ſurprize and joy, and Mr. 


an invitation to his father, brothers, and7all their 
families to come into Egypt, for "Om? Joſeph) 


© 'There are yet five Years more in the which 
S.. there ſhall YE neither earing nor harveſt.” 


"The land of Goſhen, fituated on the borders | 
| of Canaan, not far from Hierapolis, Joſeph's ſeat || 


and principal Reſidence, a moſt fruitful and beau- | 
tiful ſpot, between: the Nile and the borders: of 7 


the Red Sea, was appointed by Pharoah, for them 
and for their cattle, The King ſent them wag- 
go0ns, proviſions, and carriages, and ten aſſes laden 
with the- choiceſt commodities, to feaſt and aC- 
 commodate all the family, 


| As ſoon as the old man, his children, and his 
grand-chiidren, their wives, and theit little Ones, Ls 
came near the borders of Egypt, Joſeph ſet out [8 
in b Ng 
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a kis'chariot; with- the hi Joy, cam. "of 
* Father, a meeting to be felt, but not to' be” « 
ribed, exquiſite were the feelings of Jacob, my 
gb now a hundred and thirty, and tender and. 
FeCtionate his ſons. 


« Joſeph fell on his neck and wept.” 


| Soon as he dried his tears, and this tender greet 
ing was over, Joſeph drove to the” Palace, and 
"earried the News himſelf to Pharoah, The 
_ King defires he may ſee and congratulate the 
; wa man; Jacob is uſhered into the palace, ang 
i pays his homage ; Pharoah fimply enquired his 
"age, and Jacob anſwers : | 


bt 


F | - Has « The days of the years of ray pil, grimage are 


To one hundred and thirty ; few and evil have the 
« * days of the years of my life been,” 


an anſwer beyond the Meonarch's enquiry, but it 
erets a heart bleeding afrefh: at the recolleQion 
Wn 4 om 


eph now accompanied his father to the land 
of Goſhen, ' and ſettles him: and all his family, after 


Ws tender and moſt affeRionate Feception, and 


y 


73 ety fincere and hearty welcome. 
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"and bondage, under-a ſucceeding Pharoah # , one 


| the way of the Red_ Sea. Six hundred thouſand =” 
* dufting them under the direQion of a viſible cloud 


ried the bones of Joſeph along with them, 
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_ waved his wand over the waters, and they inſtant- 7 


| through, on dry land, to the wilderneſs of Etham, 1 


\ l | eb, : | % | F 5 "ay | ] ws - 
the Hebrews, though they: were at firſt: thus WR: 

| fpitably invited as gueſts, and graciouſly receiv 
; were afterwards ſorely oppreſſed, in. captivity 


hundred and twenty-nine years. + _ 


& There aroſe a new King over Egypt, who! knew 7 
_ ,* not Joſeph,” "IF 


E - 
oy, ; £ 


Fe Moſes was their FR EIOA® four hun- 7 
dred and thirty years after ' Abraham came into Wy 
Canaan, and two. hundred and fifteen years from hab c 
Jacob's deſcent into Egypt. / Moſes was called of va ” 
God, and by him appointed Head, Leader, and |. 
Chief over Iſrael, He led them out.of Egypt by © 7 
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men, beſides women and children, the Lord con- b 


by day, and a pillar of fire by night, and they car- 8 
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| At the ſea-coaſt, Pharoah and a numerous ar- 
my came in fight of them, upon which Moſes \=# 


ly divided into a heap, to the right hand and to = 
the left, by which means the. Iſraelites walked ae 


. A Name given to all their Kings. - BRA 


-! [Pharoah and, his hoſt Mis farioully after thi. 
Wand they were, at the dawning of the day, every 
© ne of (ther, drowned, the dead. carcales ſwam 


. About three months aſter the Tſraelites had left 
”=_ they arrived at the foot of Mount Sinai, | 
| he higheſt and molt inacceſſible Mountain in the 
| Ns ; Eaſt, and it was held ſacred Lg all the inhabitants 
= round about 1t. 


LOSSES 


* Here was heard that awful voice of God which 
O terrified the Iſraelites; and God appeared to 
oſes in a flame of fire in a buſh, which notwith- 
Randing was not waſted or 'conſumed, He was 


commanded to take off his ſhoes, and aſcend the 
Sil to the top, and Moles was abſent "MY _ 
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A "1h via : antes for the adminiſtration of Juf- 
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4 * F.he heart, were obliterated oy ck defaced, 
Ld i are here expreſſed in words, and wrote on. 
"W K 2 CT tables 
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tables of tone, by the direQtion of God, who 


was pleaſed in this awful and moſt tremendous 
manner to reſtore to the Jews the grand laws of 
morality, and by them tranſmit them to all nations, 
Commands thus authoritatively Rtamped, were 


rſuaſive exhortations to vi igilaace, and povertul hy . 1 ; 


reſtraints to the torrent of vice and 1 impiety. 


Notwithſtanding theſe and other ſtriking mira- 


cles and interpoſitions, Iſrael rebelled, and God | 


fignally puniſhed their diſobedience, for the ſpace 
of forty years God led by the hand this immenſe 


multitude all round the deſerts of Arabia, yet all 7 


the time mercifully feeding and cloathipg them, 
| and Moſes their deliyerer employed every day in 
Inſtrufting and training them up for the promiſed 
land ; they had much to learn, many vices to 
conquer, much obſtinacy to ſubdue, and they 
were thus long under a diſcipline intermixed with 
the greateſt tenderneſs and ſeverity, and at laſt 


condutted by Moſes only to the borders of Ca- 
naan, He there, at the age of one hundred and 
twenty, dies on Mount Nebo, Joſhua his general, 


and the ſeventy Elders, and Eleazar the High 
Prieſt, accompanied him to the foot of the moun- 


tain, they there all took a ſorrowful leave, and. 


Moſes went up to the ſummit alone, and was from 
thence 
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2 was" buried 
A "I days before _ wy EDN aſſem ans 
| all the tribes of Iſrael, publick and. ſolemnly ap- 


" pointed Joſhua his ſuccefor, Head, Leader,. 


Chief over Iſrael. 


Op = 


' Joſhua, at the age of ninety- three: enters Ca- 
_ As Toon as the Prieſts who bore the Ark 


| iver Jordan,” a paſſage 'was pbk Got them 
/ fixteen miles in breadth, and "the Iſraelites ; 


a 
+ 


ralked through on dry land. God thus. Gignalize 
their new Commander in Uks manner” as 


7, T rows boldly. marched his army to the plains 
* [ericho, four miles from the City, and ei 
| om the River Jordan, He afterwards ſubdued. 
Canaanites, took. ſeven famous Cities, and ob- 
ined polſciion of a conſiderable. part of the £1 


| Joſhua died at the age of 0 one hundred and ten, 
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ſome time-governed by its own Heads and Elders, 


_ dignity two hundred and fifty years; but many 


- morites ; and Forty under bondage to the Philiſ. 7 


wo: (70) 


"After the death of Joſhua, each tribe was for 


elefting its own General and Commander, 
but high and eminent .charafters, Champions, 
and Deliverers of Iſfrae], God, from time to time ee 
raiſed up, and they aſſumed the government nu, 
under the title of wy 2 


 Jovnpexs ; theſe were extraordinary magiſtrates, wh 5 
whoſe office was, to-preſide in the ſenate, protet 3 
the ſtate, pronounce the law, and regulate divine 1: "E 
worſhip. EE 7 


A regular ſucceſſion of fourteen maintained the > 
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years of ſervitude and bondage intervened between | 
ſome of them, 


Eight years under Chuſan-Riſhathaim, King of | 
Meſopotamia ; Eighteen years in bondage to * 
Moab; Twenty under the Canaanites ; . Seven | 
under the Medianites ; Eighteen under the A- Bo 


tines, 


"The gallant OTanizL, by his good conduftand ER 
bravery obtained a rich heireſs, the daughter of 80 
Seb, Joſhua's general, and commander i in chief, FRY 

| | Seven Ke 
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A 2 Gb cannon title of Judge was firſt conferred 
{; - 3M IF bim, pod he governds; Iſrael forty. years, 


Js ' Enup was the ſecond ; a brave and reſolute 
— who, while he was- paying the yearly tri- | 
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- to Eglon king of Moab, at the hazard of his 
T own life, murdered' him, and reſcued Iſrael from 
p bondage. ExuD maintained the government 
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- The PIE was tha watiai 0 Sn AMECAR, who. flew 
77% hundred Philiſtines with a Plough-ſhare, He 
j i lied at the end of we Bre” [tuft 


Y; 


Yo Tm Danonan os Propheteſas Was ok "TY Judge, 
- = Barak Was. her. OO9Y the goverues 1irael 
| "4h years. 


At the apdointment of. God, Grozon ſucceed- 
”— to the- government as fifth Judge, and the. Angel 
ſ F i nt to. him on this occaſion, ſaluted him by the 
"3 A onourable title af Saviour. of I ſracl. _ Gideon. 
Judged Iſrael forty years, | PD 


- 


gh Laniities; a natural ſon of Gideon, uſurped * 
"7 the dignity, He was cruel, baſe, and ambitious, 
and put to death all his brethren but one (no leſs 
+ "Kan lixty-nine) at the end of three your he came 
"> an ignominious death hianſelf, Gag | 
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Torar, 


(KY 

- Tozar, of the'tvibe'of! Ifachar; was: the next 
Judge of Iſraet; he retained the government 
hs te Nt and was ſuccceded by 


Jars; a wealthyiman, of the'tribe of Manaffeh, T7 
ke -held/in his own'right-thirty cities; and: he bas | 
thirty ſons; to-cach' of | which he gave a'city, we | 
and twenty: years he eh Iſrael, 


Aﬀter the death of Jars, the Iſraelites, again | ; 
m fervitade and bondage, ckAed” 


6; 

_ We 
*:. 
4 


Jiewen AH 3 and. he: marched. againſt the 5 
Amonites and overthrew them, but by one raſh | fs © JE, 
vow he ſullicd all his glory, and the-joy and plea- | LE 
fure of the triumph, and the ſpoils. Jienreax 2 
was Judge of Iſrael fix years, . 


{2 was their tenth Judge; a native of Beth. | 4; 20 
tchem; he had 'threeſcore children, thirty ſons | +4 
and thirty dadghters, he lived to ſee them' all mar- |” 
Fnicd, and a very” namcrous progeny of * orand- 
children. In5an governed 1liraclt feven Fears, 
and was ſucceeded by 
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"Fin, of the tribe of Zebulon, . who, afier bu 7 @ 
maintaining the dignity ten years, was buried aj | po 
Ajalon, a city in his own tribe, EN b "0 
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Azpow Son of Hillel of the tribe of Ephraim, 
- was the twelfth Judge - He ſat eightyears. Aa 


F pox left forty ſons, and thirty grand- ſons, and 
hey all rode on afles* colts, after the manner of 


- great and wealthy men in lſrael, 


WE: 


| _ Ext was the firſt who joined the dignity of Judge 
"i " to that of High Prieſt. Notwithſtanding, under . 
Er the government of Eli, the people became again 
p Idolatrous, and were Lids ſervitude and bondage 
bY to the Philiſtines, Er, though a good man, was 
very indolent and remiſs both in the management 
: vt his « own _— and 1 in his government, 


i The Ifravtites were more and more optreted 

W Ha in the ſeverity of their thraldom they. moſt | 

0 : _—_— beſought the Lord. "G4 

LTH L God "wn them a Dalloeren ny wonderful from 

W is birth to his death, a Hero of moſt extragrdis 

mary ſtrength and valour, He was granted as a 
"" OR to his Parents and | the  "Natnon.” "_ 


. 
: $ oe = G - 
4 En RR, OTTER p (7 4x », $3 3:8» OE) S > > hu SY $0 rae "3. (6.8; 
PR os 57, IEC Tp Sen HSE $2 SE "or rH TIS. So ORE Ss IRC» 5 
rn Ne RI oe IN Ns 35 ARCS = Cl '< Tale Fo rhe Who: FE 3s, a PS - Ds 
FTI WF: hs Wen 5 hag p - L a ' DSP Pod 0 
» ? RIES” : pes - RR = \ 4. CoD » 2 SYS I. Mg at 4% 
IRS: oh. . hes 94 pn WD IS en © Dor þ 
Pare "a*! A or 3 RS > fo et - pI E ” 
7 : Y $23 hee toe he > 3H : 


: ES 
te; : Ws 
"vs 

z 


TIDY 4 


et, 


CT 


3 ITY Ee - IRE 


Lt I heth;- firſt to/ his Mother, a very old Woes, 
$1 who had always been reputed barren, and after- 
ards to Monoah bis Father, a native of Zorah, 
in the tribe of Dan, The Angel left a fingular 
wu 0g ſtrift Prohibition. both reſpeing. the 

= - 'L Mother 
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Mother and the Son. 


- verenced, and applauded. 
| pointed his two ſons, Joel and Abiah, to affiſt him 
in ns adminiſtration of Juſtice at Beer- ſheba, the 


OY " 


'H ) 
She named him Samzson, 
and he-is ſaid to have governed Iſrael, together 
with EL1, twenty years, beſides which, the High 
Prieſt had maintained both dignities alone, twen- 
ty Years more. RO 


' SAMUEL was the laſt Judge of Iſrael, On his 
reſignation, and long before his Death, the reign 


of the Judges ended, the government was | ex- 


changed, -and the Kingdom became Monarchical. 


- SAMUEL was another miraculous Child, grant- 
ed to the pious and very fervent prayers of his 
Mother, and by a moſt ſolemn Vow, Hannah de- 


dicated her Child to God, he entered early into 
the ſervice . of the Temple, and was provided for 
there, at three Years of age. ; 
fice in his power, he miniſtred to the High Prieſt #7 
In his holy funRtions, girded round with a linen 15 
' Ephod, and kis firſt employment was, to open and | 
ſhut the doors of the tabernacle. | 


In every little of- 


SAMUEL grew up a molt exemplary, amiable, 


| and highly virtuous charafter, a Prophet and 


Judge of Iirael twenty years, always beloved, re- 
SAMUEL had ap- 


EALTEmaly 


"ID _y — _ ny — IH : 
CL EE oe ES OE 2 * IS y RI EVE 4 8 gt at Be OTIS 
EPS. EI <C. vs 1 >. C8 4 is Et 9 3” P 

% >. 


py Bs OT ———— 

fs Bi Re 

Pe ee £2 SY 
LY 


4 $7 tl 
Sue 5 
ES 


» I Wee 
W425 
"RS, we 2 , . ts p35 OS 7 
SR x EB > " ” So $4 Tots Ie: L RP an» : "i WIE 114 2 ; & 3x ps 
Ong ev, 6 46 ever” ned CE 5 ns oye FOE Sr TIEN HG IRS. er bas #3 IE TI ONS RS EET LOT. TER Dy 
th OLE ING Tra gn es LI ea BE ents vx. uy, PAR e St 287 OE et Oo nd Oo en ore IF Rn 
LI = an 2A , . -Ay Bet Rene de ” De Be Oe De uy 2 vw? os wy , $2, l 
$0 ; 4 Ry) 1 Ig s BS a x Fg RE >a. _ Ne FS 


OR a | ( 75 ) 

_ __ his Kingdom. -The People were diſs 

_ . pleaſed with their conduf, and accuſed them of 
: | corruption and mah 


The Heads and Elders of Iſrael aſſembled and 
FR came in a body to Ramah, and demanded of SA. 
þ -Þ MUELAa King, his two Sons, both (they ſaid) were 
= unworthy to be his Succeſſor. Saver long ex- 
| poſtulated. and reaſoned with them, . would fain 
| have convinced them: of their ingratitude, and 
| vpbraided them, explaining moſt wilely and in 
- the ſtrongeſt terms what they would ſuffer by ſuch 
2 an Exchange and Revolution. The Monarchs of 
br * the Eaſt were always arbitrary, deſpotic, and ty- 
Z "rannical, Samvzr ſweetly deſcribed the high ex- 


| erciſe of ear RAY; Lordlineſd, and Ambi- 
tion : ates | 
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Nj 6 He will take your Sons to drive his Chariots, 
\f -« andbe his Horſemen, and ſome ſhall run before 
by 4 4 « him. Captains ſhall preſide over. thouſands, 
7 «© and Captains over Fifties. Ye ſhall Ear his 
Fo 4 | « ground, and reap his harveſt, and make his 
: * ſpears, and build his chariots. Your Daugh- 
4 ters he will take to be his ſervants, to cook. his 
wo © meat, and bake his bread. He will ſeize your 
_ ; 7 +6 Fields, and your Vineyards, and your Olive- 
a " Rune - and 'give them to his Courtiers, 
RT $0 FL 2 * Your 
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« Your men-ſervants and ' your wmaid-ſerwamts, 
* -and your goodlieſt young men, and your. oe, 


& he will put them to his Work.” 


: Mbndachelols the people refuſed to liſten, one Bu i 


and all crying out, 
"2M Nay, but we will have a King over us.” 
- On this obſtinate and determined reſolution, 


both of the people and their Elders, SaMUZL, 
at the appointment of God, anointed Saul, King 


of Iſrael, a very tall and beautiful youth, one of 
the Sons of Kiſh, and of the "THOP of Ben- 


Jon. OIAY | | hs 


Paws. reigned over Iſrael Forty years, mt after == 


a total defeat, and moſt bloody ſlaughter, three 
of his brave Sons already among the Nain, him- 


_ Telf mangled, wounded, and dying, in deep de- 


Tpair, he is ſaid to have preferred falling on his 


own ſword, rather than be carried off by the enc- 


my, fireaming vith! blood, dying, and" 'yet ox 
dead. | 


This Event opened for Davio a fair and: very 
natural road to the Crown. Tſhboſheth, a ſurviy- 


Ing ſon of Saul, and David (who had before been 


anointed by Samuel) were both proclaimed, the 
former 


124 4 
; | f former bp: - Abner, - his. Father's .G< eral,: and 
= David.was elefed. by the tribe of 1 ugab,, and 


” crowned at Hebron; the government | thus, divided 
.# | continued ſeven pears and a Hall; I polar WAS 


7 = brooght his bead to Hebrod? jor | preſented 
"it to David. Upon this event all the Tribes al- | 
Ft | cembled and came to pay him homage; and they 
* 4 Wow anointed him again, and by ſound or veipengd 

4 ts proclaimed bim King over all Iſrael. FN 


"4 The Cantnbgignt chas nol: and. eſtabliſhed 

, Wkontinucd | during the Reigns of David:,and: bis 
fon Solomon, but after Solomon's death, two 
©” Tribes only acknowledged Rehoboam his ſon, 
4 who was ftiled King of Judah, and ten Ttibes IC- 
I ' volted under Jeroboam, a ſpirited and gallant 
I - youth, ſome time Governor over the Tribe of 
= Ephraim, and over the Tribe of, Manaffeh. Je- 
abou aſſumed (he Title of Ng of Hegel, 


A ENTERS the old Teſtament hes: are ever 
wy terwards thus divided and diſtinguiſhed, and the 
Hiſtory records the reigns of twenty ſucceſſive 
Wins of Judah, and nineteen Kings who. reighed 
E in Iſrael, Of theſe Hoſhea was the laſt, in the 
——inth year of hjs Reign, and 721 years before 
"> | the Birth of our Saviour, Samaria, the Iira=litiſh - - 
L - _ Capithh 


(CW 


Capital, was taken by Shalmaneſer Kill" of 'A\. 
ſyria ; Hoſhea and all his People were made Cap- 
tive, a total end was hereby put to the Kingdom 
of Iſrael, after it had ſtood a ſeparate Kingdom 
from-Judah two hundred and fifty-ſix years. Sk 


Judah remained a Kingdom one hundred and 
thirty four years longer, and ended as a Mo- 
narchy with the Captivity of the Jews in Baby- 
lon; they were in bondage there- ſeventy years, 
The City of Jeruſalem, and the ſuperb and very 
magnificent Temple, were firſt plundered, then 
burnt to the ground, and the whole country \ was 
laid waſte, y | 


To this Period the Kingdom of Judah had 
deſcended uninterruptedly 1 in the line of David, 


At the end of ſeventy years, and in the firſt year 
of the Reign of Cyrus, the highly celebrated 
Hero, founder of the Perſian Monarchy, and 
Conqueror of Babylon, the Prophet Daniel, ever 
zealous for his conntry, intereſted himſelf with 

| that Prince, pointed out to him the Prophecies 
reſpetting the Jews, upon which Cyrus publiſhed 
an Edi& for their releaſe, and gave them leave to 
return to Jeruſalem, and rebuild their Thy and 
——_ ee 
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(79 ) 
. After the, Jews had been ſold as flaves, and 
diſperſed through a vaſt and mighty Empire, fifty 
thouſand of them only were colleQed and return- 


| ed, and theſe were chiefly from among the poorer 
ſort. 


 Zerubbabel, a Prince of the blood royal, a 
Grandſon of Jehoiakim, He firſt led them out, 
and together with the Heads of ſome few reſpeQ- 
able families, a Council was formed, and the 


Jewiſh affairs in Church and State regulated | and 
re-eſtabliſhed. 


| Under Ezra, a very learned Jew of the Houſe 
of Aaron, about ſeventy years afterwards, another 
but much ſmaller body ſet out for Jeruſalem. 
| Ezra received his Commiſſion from Perſia, by 
_ orders from Artaxerxes Longimanus, and he go- 
verned them as Viceroy thirteen years. Ezra 
was then ſucceeded by Nzuzmran, * a patriotic, 
amiable, and good man, who was at that time ſent 
from Shuſhan with new Powers and authority. 
Nehemiah was the laſt they commiſſioned. The 
Government was afterwards maintained by the 
High Prieſt then in office, till the Perkan Empire 
” was deſtroyed by Alexander the Great, The 


'» Year on the World 2592, ad 422 before Cunror. 
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Jews had enjoyed tilt that Period peace, ſeeurity, 


.and proteftion, in common vith 0 ſubjefs of 
the Perſian Erapire. 


After the Death of that kighty celebrated ITY 


_ queror, his Kingdoms and Empire were divided 


among his general Officers, ''Sad and cruel were 


the ſcenes of bloodſhed and implety which fol- 
lowed. 'The Jews ſuffered the moſt horrid bar- 
 barities and perſecutions. For ſome years all wor= 
| ſhip to/ the God of Ifrael ceaſed. The Jewiſh 
| Ceremonies and Sacrifice were ſuppreſſed in Je- 
' ruſalem. The Temple polluted with blood, and 


the filthieſt abominations, and the Statue of Jupi- 


ter was ſet up on the Altar of burnt-offerings for 
publick homage and adoration. VT 


MarTATHIAS, a Prieſt zealous for the T,aw of 


- God, and his worſhip, was among the firſt who op- 


poſed the progreſs of this bloody and muraerous 
Apoſtacy, and after him Judas Maccabeus his 
Son, and a race of Heroes of his family, with an 
intrepidity and zeal almoſt incredible reſcued 
' them, entered the citics, deſtroyed the Syrian 
Guard, pulled ' down the Images and heathen 
_"Altars, opened the Synagogues, and at length 
the Temple, and re-eſtabliſhed the Jewiſh WOT- 
_ Kip, and the Solemnities of Sacrifice, Many 


and 
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( % ) 
and glorious were the Viftories they from time to 
time had gained, and the Honours, Privileges, 

and Proſperity they had procured for their Coun- 
trymen, but a tranquility thus enjoyed under the 
Maecabees (called the Aſmodean family) was at 
laſt diſturbed by Ariſtobulus, a deſcendant of 
Mattathias, and younger brother of Hyrcan. 

Both Brothers made their appeal to Pompey, the 
Roman Emperor, and Hyrcan was re-eſtabliſhed. 
On the obſtinacy of the Jews, their impiety and 
ingratitude, God was pleaſed to give them up into 
the hands of the Romans, who now, for the firſt 
time, made them tributary on Hyrcans reſtoration 
. and eſtabliſhment, 


The Ataden Race did not long ſurvive ts 
diſgrace of their Country, Herod, an Idumean 
by birth, obtained by his Intereſts at Rome, the 
Kingdom of Judza, He reigned thirty - ſeven 
Years. At the death of Herod, the Kingdom 
was divided into four Parts, each was called a 
Tetrarchy, and governed by a Prince who after- 
wards bore the title of Letrarch, 


While the Jews were ander bondage and Sub- 
jetion to Rome, Pontius Pilate being Governor, 
Our Saviour was born and lived amongſt them, 
 publickly taught in their Synagogues and Tem- 

M | Þle, 


( 82 ) 


ple. daily performed many wonderful Miracles. cauſ- 
ing the lame to walk, the blind to ſee, the deaf to 
hear, andeven the dead were raiſed to life in proof 
and confirmation of his doftrine. - By fulfiling all 


the Prophecies reſpetting himſelf, he afforded his 
Countrymen moſt ample and undeniable evidence 
During the Space of 


of his being the Meſſias. 
three Years, he went about explaining all the Du- 
ties of life, and enforcing his divine Morality by 


the molt winning, amiable, and condeſcending 
manners, the wileſt precepts, and all the attrathive 


Charms and Majeſty of Example, 


-:”. The Jour, incorrighble and. blind, obſtinately 
reſiſting, oppoling, and at length killing the Lord 


of Life, filted up the meaſure of their iniquity. 
God now permitted the Romans (provoked by 
their frequent inſurreftions and rebellion) very 
ſoon after to put a final end to their Polity, utterly 
to deſtroy and eraſe the very foundations of their 
City and Temple even with a plough-fſhare ; to 
| burn their Palaces, perſecute, enſlave, and diſ- 
perſe them throughout ſo many Centuries, and 


over all the World, where they are yet moſt won-. 


derfully preſerved, a people diſtin, unmixed, 
ſurviving all their Conquerors, incorporated with 
no one Nation, Kingdom, or Empire, and al- 
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; ( 3g ) 
_ though thus blended and ſubſiſting, they are - all 
unconnetted with them all. 


þ1 


' The Jewiſh Goverthment was uoder the i imme - 
diate DireQion of God, eſpecially in all difficult 
and extraordinary Caſes, | 


| He gave them a Code of I.aws, a complete 
Ritual of Worſhip, ſuited to the Times and the 
well known Temper and Prejudices of the peo- 
ple ; hereby, he impreſſed awfully and perſua- 
ſively the Knowledge of Himſelf, the One only 
living and true God, and the Worſhip He would 
accept ; eſtabliſhing among them Piety, Morality, 
public FRE, private and domeſtic ppots, 


' Jehovah was their Judge, Law-giver, and King; 4 
the High Prieſt was his Prime Miniſter ; he en- 
tered into a _Compatt with his People, formed. 
their Polity, and was Himſelf their Commander ; 
He iſſued out kis Orders and Rules of War ; , 
He led their Armies ; He fought their Battles ; Y 


the Loxp of their Holt ; the GoD of the e Armies ” 
of Uracl, 


The happieſt of all Periods, the moſt enviable 
ot all Governments, 
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It was a Tradition among the Jews, the World 
would laſt Six Thouſand Years: They divided 
them into three equal Periods, 


Þ c FLes '# © Gn, Sf 2-4 FONG tr 1 Ao dr 
io 5,5 ES 


'F * From the Creation to the Delivery of the 
= Law by Moſes. | 


| : SzconD, The Period that Law was to remain in 


PX - 


Force. 


Trrzp, Was for the Days of the Mss51an, 


Hence the Three Diſtinftions, | 


Under the PaTtTzriarcns, 


the Law, and 


the Mzss1Aamn, | 


The Ages have alſo been divided into, Seven. , = 
diſtin ZEra's, Ei 


63 ., ok Fo 2 


FissT, Ending with the F lood, 2249 Years: hes. —_ 
fore Chriſt, | LI 


Sxconv. The Annan AMIC, DIE at the birth -/ 
of Iſhmael, 11910 Years before Chriſt. 


Tuting, ER 


TXx1xD, The Mos arc, ending when Moszs was 
Eighty Years of Age, 1491 Years 43 
efore Chriſt, Mo Wore 


FovkTn, Begins with the Inſtitution of the Paſ- 2 
| ſover, and ends with the commencement | 
of the Reign of Solomon, 1014 Years 


| before Chriſt. OT GORE. 


4 
et 


FirrH, Ends with Nebuchadnezer's Conqueſt | 
_ of Egypt and Judza, 569 Years be- 
- fore Chriſt, | | 


$i3xT#, Ends with the Bizxth of Our Saviour; 
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FIVE BOOKS OF MOSES 
-CALLED THE ; 
ATEV.CH; : 
- GENESIS, or Generation, | ol 
.---EXO DU S, Departure out of Egypt; 's 
II. LEVITICUS, Laws for the Prieſts, * 
IV. NUMBERS, Numbering the People. 
V, DEUTERONOMY, Repetition. 
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ETHOUGH the Iſraelites were ſeparated 


1 from amidſt an Idolatrous World i in order 
' to preſerve the Knowledge of the one Supreme 
God and Father of all, and the Purity of his 
Worſhip, by living all their Lives in Egypt, they 
had acquired a ſtrong Prejudice i in favour of lo- 
cal Deities, and under the Impreflion of ſuch 
| Ideas, the Ifraclites ſuppoſed the Worſhip of 
them, conſiſtent, and admiſhble with that of the 
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the Supreme JEHOVAN. 
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Moſes endeavours to diſſuade them, and coun- 
ter-alts this Propenſity, by telling them, that 


- THt1rR God, the God of Abraham, Iſaac, and 


Jacob, He it was who made the whole World, 
Sun, Moon, and Stars, and all Creatures, theſe 
Symbols of the Egyptian Deities, to which they 
ignorantly bowed and paid their Adoration. 


| The Book of Genes1s 1s the only authentic, 
Hiftory of the firſt Ages of the World, from the 
Creation to the Flood, a Period of 1656 Years, 
accurately preſerving the Genealogy from Adam 
to Noah, and you will read it in the family Hiſ- 
tory and familiar domeſtic Anecdotes of only 


' nine Patriarchs *. 


& 


Moſes, our inſpired Hiſtorian, before he even 
gives their Names, or iſſued out his Code of 


Laws to inform his people of their Duty, wiſely 


and magnificently prefaces his Book with . the 
Creation of the World ; and the ſublime Sim. 


plicity, the gradual and methodical Proceſs, the 


commencement and firſt very natural Diviſion of 
Time, are all highly curious and wonderful, 


* Adam, Seth, Enos, Cainan, Mehalale) Jared, 


Enoch, Methuſelab, Lamech. 


That 


—_ 
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That glorious Emanation Light, firſt-born of 
_ God, and brighteſt Emblem of. his Purity, is the 


Work of the FixsT Day, together with the 
viciſhtude of Night and Day. 


. The elevation of the Air, forming | an Atmoſ- 
phere, the SzconD.. 


. On the Tn1RD day the Waters were colle&t-. 
ed, and boundaries affixed them, immediately 
the dry land 1 Was covered with VERFOnnes: 


On the rFovurTn, The Sun burſt forth in | full 
Splendour, enlightening and cheriſhing the 
World ; and in the Evening roſe the Moon in 
the fulneſs of hey Majeſty and Glory, mildly il- 
' luminating the immenſe Expanſe, and each had 
its Laws affixed, and each its Courſe afligned 
ls. 


'On the FIFTH, Fiſh ſwam innumerable i in the 
| Waters, and flying Fowl were formed, and both 
received a Benedittion from their Creator, 


On the' 81xTHn, The Earth having. acquired 
 Solidity, and the Air fitted for Reſpiration, the | 
produttion of Land Animals followed, and God 
 ereated Man, amongſt them all, the nobleſt. 


N 2 | With 


( 92 ) 
with feet Simplicity and Elegance, it de. 
ſcribes the Primitive State of Man, and God, 


his Creator, places him in a fruitful and well- 


watered Garden, luxuriant with Herhage, Trees, 
and Fruits, and Flowers ; and here he makes trial 
of the Talents he had given him, and commands 
| him to give a Name, to cach and every one of 
the numerous Creatures around him ; and Adam 
ſummonſes the Beaſts of the Field, and the 


Fowls of the Sky, and every Reptile to pay ho- 
mage to their Lord, and as each one paſſed, in ' 


_ order before him, he affixed a Name to them all, 

Butas theſe ſpoke only alanguage underſtood each 
by his own Species, and expreſſive of a benevo- 
lence and affe&tion mutual and peculiar to one 


another, the Sovereign of this yaſt Empire ſtill. 


moved a ſolitary and alone, unfit for the Society, 


of pure Spirits, and yet far above the wiſeſt of the 
Creatures around him, impreſſed with a variety 


_ of Ideas, and infpired with language, but no 


| ſuitable Companion to whom he could tell his 


thoughts, and breathe out his affeftion, God is 
therefore pleaſed to provide for Adam,. and 


whilſt he lay faſt aſleep, his ſenſes wearied, and 


| ſpirits exhauſted with the vaſt variety of enter- 
taining obje&ts which had employed him, God 

formed a Woman out of his Side, of one of his 

ribs, and brought her and preſented her to 
| Adam, 
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Adam, arrayed with Beauty, and all the attradtiive 
charms of Grace and Modeſty. 


Overjoyed, Adam declares her, the dear ( Com- 
Panion of his Life, 


In poſſeſſion of a World, Adam ſoon loſes his 
Sovereignty; the Diſpenſation of Innocence was 
ſhort ; he is ſuppoſed to have enjoyed his Para- 
dife, only ſeven years. Diſobedience was fol- 
lowed with unruly paſſions, mutual upbraidings, 
a ſenſe of guilt, ſhame, diſguſt, remorſe, alarm, 


a ſentence of death, exputhon” from the Garden 


of Paradiſe. 


| And now follows this Hiſtory of his two 
eldeſt Sons, Cain and Abel, the one, as he 


_ grew up, was a Tiller of the Ground, and 


Abel was a' Shepherd ; their Diſpoſitions -were 
widely different, and Cain murders his Brother, 


_ an Event highly diſtreſsful to his Parents, and 


afforded them the firſt certain demonſtration of | 
a future State. Two young men, brothers, the 


" one wicked, the other righteous ; the one incur- 
red God's s diſpleaſure, the other his favour; ths 
| Hatter, in the flower of his Youth, was murdered 


for his Piety, the former, though a WT, 


permitted to live, 


A future reckoning and retribution could only 


EX Pla an the hiſtogys __— 
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This Book will make you very inquiſitive re- 


| ſpeQting Exocn, the firſt Aſtronomer and Ma- 


thamatician, the Inventor of Letters, and the uſe 
of the Pen, the diſtinguiſhed favour and honour 
granted him on account of his Piety, an Ex- 
change of Worlds without dying. With elegant 
Simplicity Moſes, his hiſtorian, ſays, 


© Enoch walked with God, and he was not.” 
The Apoſtle Paul paraphraſes it, 


- «© By Faith Enoch was tranſlated, ' that he 


r© might not ſee death, and was not found be- 


* cauſe God had tranſlated him, for before his 
« tranſlation, he es this teſtimony, that he 
© pleaſed God,” 


In theſe very FA ons God was pleaſed FO 
to give Men another Demonſtration reſpeQing 
' a Life to COME, 1 in order to confirm and ltrength- 


en their belief, 


The Hiſtory now relates the Univerſal Deluges 
: when it continued raining three hundred and ſe- 


venty-ſeven Days, and exhibits the highly ami- 
. able and exemplary Charafter at Noah, and his 
diſtinguiſhed Reward. Noah was the Son of 
Lamech, and amidſt Scenes of debauchery, COTI- 
ruption, and vice, was found Pee. in his Gene- 


ration | 


( 95 ) 


ration ; he alſo is ſaid to have walked with God: 
When the Sentence for utter Deſtruftion paſſed, 


| he alone found favour in the ſight of God, and 


was by him direQed how to build an Ark, or 
Veſſel, in which Noah and his family eſcaped 


this tremendous and generey extirpation of a 
_ World. 


It 'gives the Genealogy, Ages, Lives, and 


Death of the Patriarchs, and the hiſtory of their 


Deſcendants, a wonderful and pleaſing account 
of the early Stages of the World, the rude be- 


ginnings of Order and Civilization, the Inven- 
tion of Arts and Sciences, the diviſion of Man- 


kind into Nations and Languages, the com- 
mencement of Monarchy, and the Reign of 


N imrod the firſt King. 


- Nimrod was a famous. Huntſman, and as Men 
lived in Tents and ſcattered Tribes, he taught. 


| them to chaſe and deſtroy the wild Beaſts, thus 
gaining their affettion, he at length acquired a 


Sovereignty and Rule over them, founded "two. 


of the moſt populans and magnificent Cities, 


Babylon and Nineveh, and theſe roſe afterwards 
to be parts of' the greateſt Empire in the World. 
A Life ſo ornamental in the Annals of Hiſtory 
is barely named, the irreligious are unnoticed by 

Moſes, 
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Moſes, or mentioned with a ſeeming regret to 


| their memory. 


Nimrod began his Reign in the Year of the 
World 1757, and he reigned one hundred and 
forty-eight years. 
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The Story of ABRAnAMm, heir of a World, 
with that highly exalted title God himſelf gave 


him, 


«+ Abraham, my F riend.” 


ſuperior to all that flattery gratitude or cuſtom 
could beſtow, the nobleſt pattern of Faith, Obe- 
dience, and Reſignation ever recorded, a Life 
moſt inſtrutive and glorious. After this, the | 
the life and Hiftory of Iſaac, becomes more and 
more intereſting, his filial Piety, his extraordi- Þ 
nary Fortitude, his domeſtic Duties, his marriage, W 
and the pleaſing perſon of Rebekah, the ſimpli- 2 
city of the Times, the ſweet coincidence of little 
Incidents at their meeting, and the birth of his | 
two Sons. Jacob, the Father of the twelve | 
Tribes, and Eſau, ae. F ounder of the Edomites 23H 
andI dumzans. | _— 


The Book goes on with family Anecdotes, the 
Mother's partiality, and the ſad miſchief it oc- 
caſioned : her fayourite Son is drove from his | 

| _ Father's 


tg) 

Father's houſe, to fave his life, and hide himfelf 
from Eſau, But the Goodneſs of God follows 
Jacob every where, and encourages him the very | 
6r@ vight of his abſences. You are ſtruck with 
| the pleaſing manner God imparted Knoviedge 


wandering after Sun-ſet, 22d not VEIF DEAT Any 
Town, Jacob reſolves (though delicately brought 
up by bis fond Mother). to ROS the Eanh bis 
bed, and a flone his pillow, thus expoſed 19 
chills and damps; be kept aufng p'er Bis tru” 
bles, end perhaps the happier Jor of Elan; # 
welcome fleep. chaſed away his gloom, and be 
rcem 3 eg whigh dig bis very Sous 


4 « He law a Ladder, the top was above the 


« of God were aſcending and defeending ppon 
<- High above all, Jacob faw the Lord of 
«c Heaven, and he ſaid, I am the God of Abra- 


6 Land on which thou licſt, to thee will T givp 


«< i, 4nd to thy feed. In chem ſhall the  - 
« of all the Earth be bleſſed.” fp. 


Ja acob awoke awfully impreſſed, ſurely God is 
i and Jacob was ſore afraid, he fet up his 


Pillar, a Sipne of remembrance, and he Falled 


and. Comfort to this lonely Traveller ; be was 


o, Clouds, and its foot fee upon Earth, Angels 


< ham, and the'Gedof Iſaac thy Father. The | 
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whe FROST \ Ions, Bethel (the Houſe of God) ai 


its name before was. Luz. rs OT 
gs | "Bf | 22 0 du FTE: Ty 


DA train of intereſting and very curious events 


ſoon follows, which brought ' about the ſettling 
of Jacob and his family in the” land of: Egypt; 


the exquiſitely affefting and well. told ſtory of | 


Joſeph, one of his ſons, his thirteen years {uffer- 
ings, and the glorious reward of no leſs than 
eighty years proſperity which followed: them, 


the highly deſcriptive meeting between” him and 
his Brethren, long after he had been a Favourite 


G and Prime Miniſter to Pharoah i in the Egyptian 


Court, at 'that time the moſt ſplendid Court- in 


the Univerſe. 


Joſeph was the ad but one. of the Sons 


of Jacob, and ſo diſtinguiſhed and loved by his. 


Father as to excite a Jealouſy among his Bre- 
thren. In the openneſs of his -heart, Joſeph had 
-told them his Dreams, and they ſeemed te 
| portend dignity, and ſome advancement above 


_ (them, and this heightened their envy and dif- 


like. 


- One day, all in a party together, at a diſtance 


from home, his Brethren conſpired againſt Jo- 


\ ſeph, in a moment of warmth they ſeized an OPp- 


- portunity that offered, ayd threw him i into a pit, 
and 


reigned i in Egypt. 


49) 


and afterwards meeting. a Caravan of travellers 
for Egypt, ſold him to'them for'a Slave; impoſed 
on their Father with a' lie, a falſe relation of his 


death. Their reſentment thus gratified, they loſt 
even the remembrance of it. Jacob's family 
was. rich and powerful, they lived long in prof- 
perity, no remorſe, of their cruelty of 
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| Joſeph, ſafely condulled 4by Provitinee diroagt 


a variety of ſcenes, trials, and. dangers, roſe: at 
laſt to be chief Favourite and Prime Miniſter to 
Pharoah. King of Egypt, at that time the moſt 
powerful Monarch in the World. ' ' During thiss 
his high and elevated tation, a general famine 


waſted and ſtarved all the neighbouring Countries 


' — There was Corn alone in Egypt—by Joſeph's 


foreſight, prudence, and good MS GT plenty 


IS. Þ - 

: 
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An other, Sufferers from the . Famine, | 


Joſeph's Brethren. reſorted thither to purchaſe 
corn, never once ſuſpeQing who the great Go- 
vernor was, that they were making application 


But Joſeph knew. his Brethren. Brotherly 


"0O'3 oo, " PPgar-+. 


& melted Joſeph, a burſt of affetion effaced 7 
' the remembrance of their cruelty, but 'he pru- | 
: La He concealed his purpoſes, and aſſumed an 


"on - i 
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appearance. of fevarity,. detained; one- brother, 


and diſpatched the. reſt” away all. with full ſacks. 
| as his family were in want, and inſiſted on their. 
bringing into Egypt, Benjamin, his younger and: 
his own Brother both by father and mother, and 
- who! had- not been of the party when they fold 


him, Joſeph's defign was to awaken in them a 
ſenſe of their wrong ConduQ, to revive a tender- 


forgotten cruelty to him, 
Nothing can affeRt you tore than this family 


Tcene, the interview of Joſeph with his Brethren, 


He turns aſide to dry his tears, tenderly drop- 


ping on Benjamin ; all irhpatience for the diſco» | 
very ; he locks hin in his arins, mingling tears 


a6  Effibyaces ; then he went from gne to the 
 Sther, and hung on the necks of each of his 


brothers, oleph \ wept; they wept; a dead filence : 
| enſued; Oy, | Fear, Surpriſe, | Ave, ſtifle all 


expretfon | but fears, 


After 


neſs of: Conſcience; though he was really prepar-' 
2g. - them all a vaſt ſurprize of } Joy. Joſeph. 
now therefore ordered his Brethren into. priſon, 
and here, ſtrangers, confined in a foreign land, 
accuſed of Crimes of which they are innocent; 7 
Conſcience brings to. remembrance former fins, Fo 
it recalled what Joſeph had In. View, _ log by 
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The Book now gives you # mimate gcoouftt 
of the removal of Jacob and all kis family ingo | 
the land of Carizan, at the requeſt and-invitation 
of - Phatoah, who forwarded a large tore of 
for themſelves and their 
gage, and ten affes kden- with fruit and the 
rhorceft commodities, and the King fent him. 
The Findeft meſſages, . and the mol 236% inves | 


it atfo relates the deftrut ion of 4 
| Cities fr tfie vale of Siddim, Sodom, 
wot ag the governitzent of twe | 


_—_— 


God was + wie to reveal his intentions re« 
ſpeAting theti! t6 his Servant Abraham, the cities 
Wefe both deſttoyed, ard at Abratiari's Iinporas. 


by intreaties, , Lot, who was hishtat telacion, was | 
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| Here are many chtertaining anecdotes, highly 


curious, both before and after his deliverance, 
the Uncle and the N ephew had once lived toge- 
| ther, and on account of the very great increaſe 
of their flocks, (the riches of thoſe days) they 
vgreed to ſeparate, and Lot moved Eaſtward, and 
pitched his tents in a delightful vale not far from 


Sodom, and he afterwards reſided within the city 
gates, and was there, when the deſtroying Angel 


_ eame-down to execute the wrath of the Almighty, 
and the Angel himſelf led him at day-break, with 
all ' his family to a neighbouring city, : named 
-Zoar, which was ſpared on his account alone ; 


they had no ſooner got to this little city than IM- 


amediately thunder, lightning, and a moſt horri- 


ble tempeſt, deſtroyed Sodom and all: its nume. 


_ rous inhabitants. A ſingular puniſhment was In- 


Aiged on Lot's wife, in the very att of- diſobe- 


dience ſhe was turned-into a pillar of ſalt, and 
Joſephus, the Jewiſh Hiſtorian, ſaw it ſtanding 


in his days, and many other authors atteſt the 


+= 


þ truth of that very fingular event. 


Beſides theſe two famous cs there were ſe- 


eral others fituated near them on the plains of 
the river Jordan, at the ſame time, and in the 


ſame very tremendous manner deſtroyed, and a 
| Wy Lake, called the Dead Sea, (as no fiſh 
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whatever will tus in- by, fills up almoſt all he 
Po each | 


*oiid. 
i. 


\ The ahi words of Abochan: and is ſon- 
Thane; are never told us,, but on winding up his 


book of Geneſis, in language pathetic and di= 
vinely eloquent, Moſes minutely relatcd all that 
paſſed at the houſe of Jacob rh romaine het 


intereſting moments at his death. 


On hearing hs was "RY Toſeph pays. A, _nika 


to his Father, and carries with him'his two ſons, 
a meſſenger runs before to tell of his. coming. 
Jacob ſtrengthened himſelf, 'afſuming all the Fa- 


ther, and on Joſeph's entering the room, alter 


their ſirſt embraces, / he enquired | who the  Chil- | 


dren were, and Joſeph ſaid, 


'*3 


__ « Pphtaim and Manafſeb, my two ſons, they 
* are come to alk a bleſſing of my Father.” 


Jacob inſtantly replies, 


'#. Your fans. are. mine, even. as Simeon Hah 


«, Reuben.” . | (naming the two eldeſt) | 


The ſight of Joſeph very naturally / the old 
man's. thoughts ' to his Mother, 'and he ns 
him, | ce 


' « Rachel 
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_ * Rachel your mother died þy me, and 1 


« buried her at Ephrath. Jofeph, where are 


© your boys? bring them to me and I will bleſs 
© them. Ididnot think, Joſeph, of feeing thy 
« thee, how goot ts Get who gives me. allo 
«. © your children to fee wn” 


ns. Jacob exabraced ane kilſed Non hk 


tender greeting—Joſaph: zook them himſelf from 


out his arms, and from between his knees, buy 


overcome with the ſcene Joſeph fell on his face 


 beforethis Father. When he arofe, Jacob bleſſed 


Jofeph, and pronounced an unexpeRted bleſing 


on the children, defignedly ſorting the younger 
far #n honours above his brother, and Foſeph's 


remonftrance only confirmed tho ditinAion and 


prophetic blefling of the Grandfather, | 


As Joſeph Was "ng his leave, his Father 


tells him, | 
« Behold, I die; but, Joſeph, God WH pet- 


& form his Promiſe! You will ſee in my Will 
«a portion to thee more than to thy brothers, 


« with my (word and 1 my bow 1 took i it from the. 


hay ' Amorites."” 


_— 


Jacob alluded 10/Jcchem, and in Go fubſequont 


_— of the _ thjs parcel of ground 


Vas, 
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was without any oppoſition, added over and above 
to the Portion of Ephraim. ——The following 
Chapter records Jacob's dying words to - his 
Sons, when they were all aſſembled round their 
Father's bed, Jacob lays his hand on each of 
them, beginning with the eldeſt, and in words 
moſt awfully impreſſive, utters a ſtriking Pro- 
pheſy, big with events of the future over each 
and every one of them; after which, with dig- 
nity and compoſure, he gave his laſt direfions 


reſpeQing his Funeral, minutely deſcribing and | ﬀf 
dwelling largely on the place, to ſhew how much Et 
his heart was ſet on being buried there : Fatigued, 7 
yet gratified with theſe laſt duties, and this part- l 
ing interview, [acob gathered up his feet, com» _ i 


poſed himſelf to reſt, awaiting a peaceful ſlumber 
and the diſmiſſion which very ſpeedily followed. 


The laſt Chapter relates his Son Joſeph's af- 
feionate kiſs even after he was dead, and Toſeph 
gave immediate driettions for his Embalment, and 
orders for a general mourning throughout Egypt, 

and it laſted th:eeſcore and ten days. 


During the firſt thirty, afier the enirails were r6- 
moved, the body was covered over with Salt- [i 
petre to harden the fleſh and dry up the moiſture z -- 

the remaining forty were employed in rubbing the 
body and filling up the cavities with odoriferous 
To F- Gums n 
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Gums and the. richeſt Spices, they then wound 
. rolls of filletting round and round the body and 
limbs, they ſometimes uſed a thouſand Ells, and 
 hſtly, they covered all over with a rich Gum 
which they uſed inſtead of glue. The art was 
performed with ſo much: ſkill that the reſemblance 
Was retained, "AR the features very often traced, 


At the expiration of ſeventy days, in princely 
pomp the funeral proceſhon commenced : Joſeph 
chief mourner, then followed all the Nobles of the 
Egyptian Court, the Officers of State, Civil and 
Military, all the Houſehold of Joſeph, and his 
Brethren, and his Father's Houſe, a long train of 
Chariots and Horſemen for accommodation and 
defence, and a great multitude followed, 


This Book relates the tranſaQions of 2369 
years, diſplays the molt intereſting of all Scenes 
_ ever yet recorded. It carries you back to the 

beginning of Time, to mankind 1a infancy, to So- 
cieties yet forming, when Men only lived in Tents 
and ſcattered Tribes, and family converſation and 
domeſtic events compoſed all the materials for 
Hiſtory ; it tells you all with wonderful ſimplicity, : 
and finiſhes with the Death of Joleph ; he had 
lived eighty years highly honoured in the Court of 
Pharoah, and died at the age : of one hundred. 


and ten, TY 
His 


iT 297. T. 


His Body was firſt cntialnen; and then buried 


at Sechem, where a moſt magnificent Monument 
| was erefted to his memory. 


"Tis a Hiſtory of many curious, very intereſting 
and extraordinary Events, ſome highly exalted 
Characters and powerful excitements to. Virtue. . 
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"HIS wonderful Prodigy, or rather this ſeries 
. £ of Prodigies, the Delivery of the Children 
| of Iſrael out of the land of Egypt, is ſaid to be 
mentioned no leſs than a thouſand times in the 
Old Teſtament, and is throughout held up to 
view, as the moſt aſtoniſhing proof of the Patro- 
nage and Power of Almighty God. 


The Book of Exodus commences with a liſt of 
the Family of Jacob, who firſt accepted the King's 


Invitation, and. took up their Reſidence in Egypt 
we 


"M0 199, 6 
at the time of the Famine—Children and Grandl, 
children, Daly of that Patriarch. 


By comparing ſo ſmall a Root with "the im= 
menſe Multitude which ſprang from it, you will 
witneſs the wonderful Providence of God fulfil. 
ing all his Promiſes. 


The book proceeds on with the Hiſtorian's 
own Birth, and you have here related, the very 
curious Plot laid for his Preſervation, a Provi- 
_ dential contrivance, introduftory to his liberal 
education in all the wiſdom and learning of the 
Eaſt. 


Awran, his Father, viewed with -Horror, the 
cruel Edi Pharoah had. 1ſſued out, that every 
Hebrew Male Child which ſhould be born, be 
calt into the River Nile and there drowned either 
by the Parents or the Egyptian Taſk-maſter, and 
He was much the. more diſtreſſed, as he every 
day -expedted the birth of another Child; what 
Amram was devoutly pleading with "God, it was 
revealed to him, that the Ifraclites ſhould ſhortly 
be freed from their oppreſſive yoke, and thathis 
ſon, now about to be born, ſhould be the glori- 
ous inſtrument of their Deliverance. -Amram 
therefore carefully concealed him three months 


he was at that ti time under the fad neceſſity of 'ex- 
' poſing 


Sts ( 210 ) 


poſing him, as is here molt entertainingly- told 
with a' minute, curious and intereſting detail of. 
incidents, wonderfully coinciding, and all tend. 
ing to his preſervation and future deſtiny. 


Tux Providence of God eondifts: a Princeſs, 
in her evening walk to the River ſide, ſhe ſaw the 
ruſhy cradle floating up and down, and ſpied the 
little beauty, lovely, innocent and in tears, fo 
expoſed to danger (which it never knew), ſhe was 
all Pity and Admiration, reſcues herſelf the 
child, adopts it as her own, unknowingly hires its 
Mother for its wet nurſe, orders them all to the 
Palace, and brings him up under the firſt Maſ- 
ters, the learned Magi, and all the high educati- 
on and advantages of a Court. 

JF 
TL) "oo D in due time appeared ti to Moſes encircled 
_ in a flame of fire repreſenting a burning Buſh. 
Moſes ſtepped aſide, and ſtood wondering the Buſh 
was not conſumed. God here condeſcendingly 
called to him by name, Moſes, Moſes, and he 
anſwers, Lord, here am I, (God now ſpeaks 
again)— I am the God of thy Fathers, the God 
of Abraham, of Iſaac, and of Jacob. Abaſhed 
_ and ſore affraid, Moſes hid his face: a moſt aw- 
ful and highly-intereſting parly and interview 
_ ending in eleQing him Deliverer, Leader, and 
Head over Iſrael. | © 
Mosszs 


5: 0; 


Moses thus ſignally inveſted, enters upon his 


high office, and accompanied by his Brother 
Aaron, God commiſſions him to go to the Egyp- 


tian Court, then the moſt ſplendid Court in all 
the World, and demand the Releaſe'of his Coun- 


trymen. God reveals to Moſes that haughty 


Monarch's obſtinacy and refuſal, and the mira- 
culous means He would employ to reſcuc them. 
from his tyranny, 


Tex very wonderful Miracles are minutely 
recorded, and at laſt the Egyptian Prince did 
give orders for their departure---but his heart 
relented, furiouſly he purſued them, and himſelf 
with all his hoſt, were every one of them drown- 


cd: for God, in order to give his People an un- 


deniable proof of his Patronage and Power, 
opened a paſſage through the Red Sea, having 
purpoſely led them that way to the wilderneſs of 


Etham. The Iſraelites walked through as on dry 


ground ; Pharoah and his Army by raſhly ventur- 
ing to purſue them, were every one of them loſt. 


| God commanded Moſes, and he waved his Rod 
ever the mighty Waters; a fierce Eaſt Wind dried : 
up the Sea, and the Waters roſe a heap, a Wall 
on the right hand and on the left; in the Morn-. 


ing Watch Jult : at Day- break, Pharoah and his 
| Chariots 
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Chariots and: his Horſemen almoſt care up to 
them, Juſt on their ſetting foot on the other Shore. 
Moſes waved his Rod again over the Sea; the 
Waters reſumed their wonted Channel, and co» 
vered all the Purſuers ; none, no not one of them 
eſcaped : the dead Carcaſes floated on the Sea 
and they covered the ſhare, Os 


Moszs was ſo encouraged and elated wich this 
fo ſignal a Miracle and deliverance, that in a Song 
of Triumph, high Sublimity and the boldeſt Figures, 
he indulges himſelf in tranſports and burſts of 
Joy and gratitude, This memorable Event, to- 
gether with the ſafe Paſſage of the Ifraclites, was 
ever after commemorated in an abiding Sacra- 
' ment called the Paſſover. 


According to the dying requeſt of Joszeu, the 
Iſraelites had colle&ed his bones, and carefully 
_ Carried them through all their wanderings ; - they 
took their journey from Succoth, and encamped_ 
in Etham, on the borders of the Wilderneſs ; their 
Guide, a bright Cloud moved on before them all 
| the day (and to render it more viſible) It was il- 
 Jumined by Night. 


5* Throughout their whole Journey he took not. 
* away the Cloud by Day, nor the Pillar _ Fire 
* by Night,” | 


While 


While they were "TS Hp ITY Jzerzzs the 


Midian . Prieſt, Moſes Father-in-law, overtook 
them, and he brought with him Moſes' Wife, and 
his two Sons ; and Jethro made a great Feaſt, and 


invited all the Princes of Iſrael, a general Joy on 
the Succeſs of 'their Reſcue, and his Son Moſes 


new Government. Moſes ſat as Judge from 
Morning untill Night, inſtrudting and counſelling 
his People, and at Jethro's perſuaſion he now made 
choice of ſome of the wiſeſt of his Elders to > affiſt 


him, 


Important - Revelations were made to. the 


= ſraclites i in the Wilderneſs, 


Three Months after they ſet out they arrived 


at the foot of Mount Sinai, the higheſt and moſt 
inacceſſible Mountain in the Eaſt, and held fſa- 


cred by all the Inbabitants around ;—here the 


Iſraelites halted, they aſſembled at the foot and 
| beheld the Mountain all on Fire, ſurrounded with 
blackneſs and darkneſs and tempeſt, they heard 
the awful Voice of God. pronounce the Eternal 


| Law, thus impreſlively ſtamping it on their 
Minds and Memories for ever. 


Ih Original 1 aws of Ms: and Lacks, H 


- aled to the Conſcience, and impreſſed on the 
Q Heart, 
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Heart, defaced and forgot, were' now wrote on Ta- 
bles of Stone, and thus aw fully reftored to the'Jews, 
and inſtitutions were added by Moſes, grateful ac- 
knowledgments of paſt deliverances, and powerful 
checks to the torrent of Vice and Impiety, ex- 
preſsly defigned to fix inviolable Barriers be- 
tween the Jevs and the 1 Idolatrous Nations ETUG 


them. 


| You have here the belt” ſ{\ſem and code of 
Laws ever exhibited, aad they were ever after the 
ſtanding Municipal Laws of the Iſraelites. Our 
Saviour expreſf>ly calls the book © The Book of 
Moſes,” reverences the Jewiſh Laws, and quotes 
no leſs than five and. twenty | palleges. out of 
Exodus, | 


This Book relates a ſeries of Wonders, and is 
_ a Hiſtory highly entertaining and inſtruftive. A+ 
miraculous Reſcue from the Tyranny of Pha- 
roah and the Land of Egypt, where they had 
| at 'firft been invited as Gueſts, but now long 
treated as Rebels and Slaves, inured to op- 


preſſion and bondage. 


It contains the Tranſa&ions of one hundred and 
forty-five years, and many of theſe Events are 


confirmed by the Tebinusy of Heathen Writers. 
Some 


| ( 35 ) 
' » 4 


Some; of, its Prophefics were accompliſhed in the. 
life-time of Moſes ; their Reſcue® and. Deliver- 
ance: Others were fulfilled ſoon after. his death, 
as the Conqueſt of Canaan, Divifion and Allot- 

' ment of the Land, ſubſequent Revolutions, Sub-. 


jettions and Captivity. 

Towards the latter end you will read God's, I 
expreſs Command, reverentially | to keep. Holy the. a | 
 Sabbatht : and God condeſcendingly reaſons with 2 | | 
His people, and fixes the Obſervance of it, a per- 1. 
petual 0 to ſablilt between Him and his TERS | / 
for ever, | Z : 

The Book concludes with Direftions how to bl 
form the Ark and Tabernacle; the. Conſecration l 
| of it, the Ceremonies of Anointing Aaron, and | 
: ' his, Sons, their Purification, and the new and ſu-_ 

. perb Drefles with which they were henceforward | 


. to be adorned and diſtinguiſhed by : A very 
ſolemn and perpetual Eleftion, an everlaſting 

% Prieſthood confined to his F _, throughout 
5 their generations, 
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The Ark was conſtructed, and a Vell to cover 
it all ao 4, a Tent was aſſigned it, after which 
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the viſible appearance of the Glory of God fiſted s 
the Tabernacle in which It was depoſited, and it 
always regulated their ſtay, direted them when 


they were. to renew their March and purſue their 
Journey, ; a Cloud by Day, a Fi ire e by N _ 


When this Cloud hjaltically roſe above the 
' Tent and became viſible over it, Ifraet's ſtanding 
Orders were to march forward under the Pro- 
teftion and good Guidance of their God. 
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LAWS and REGULATIONS 


of the PRIESTS. 


BOOK which takes its Name from the 


and Seryices of the SanQuary. | 


It contains many Promiſes and Threatnings, 


exCitements to Virtue, and to a ſtrict obſervance, 
of the Laws: It explains the Nature of the Jew-. 
iſh Prieſthood, the ſuperb Dreſles they were hence- 
forward to. be diſtinguiſhed by, and their high 
Honours and Dignity. Ir eſtabliſhes their Civil 


CEconomy and the Divine legation of Moſes. 


"The firſt ſeven Chapters are DireQions and 
Dyties enjoined the Prieſts ; Aaron's Conſecra- 


"WD | he 


FRM CE _ tion. 


Patriarch Lzvi, and relates the Fun&Qions 
_ Religious Ceremonies of the Levites, who + 
were male deſcendants of. Levi, and miniſterial | 
_ Affiſtants and principal Agents in the Saramnogs 
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tion and his Son's are related in the eighth, and 


' the Habits deſcribed with which Moſes himſelf 


drefled them : Moſt ſplendid and ſignificant was 
the High Prieſt's; a gorgeous Mitre and a plate 


| of Gold called the Holy Crown, a rich flowing 
Robe and over it a breaſt-plate of Gold, and the 


Emblems of Light and PerfeQion called Urim and 
Thummim, When thus magnificently attired, in 


| the ſubſequent Chapters many Offices and Em- 
ployments are aſſigned him. In the tenth you are 
Atruck with the awful Hiſtory of Nadab and 


Abihu, Aarons' two Sons, who were ſtruck dead 
at the Altar, imprudently offering Incenſe with 
common” Fire, inſtead of that which was to fall 
from Heaven. Aaron was ſorely diftrefſed, but he 


held his-peace, filently witnefling the Sovereignty 6. 


and. Juſtice of God, vindicating his Honour and 


_ enforcing Obedience to his Laws; in a public and” 


exemplary manner puniſhing an open and fcan- 
dalous violation and breach, by thoſe who ſhould 
have been ſtrict Obſervers and Aſſertors of: them. ' 


Aaron, andhis other Sons, were yet officiating, ; 
 and'Moſes in order to prevent a ſtop to the Ce- 


remonies and Holy. FunRions, called' to him Mi- 
ſThael and Elzaphan, two young men, and ordered' 
them to remove the bodies, z2d bury them juſt as 


they were, without fripping off any part of their 
refs, 


( 19 ) 


ſh the Sixteenth Chapter a yearly ſolemn Feaft | 


is enjoined the whole Nation, to be an everlaſting 
Statue, an annual os for ys Sits of the 
P cople, | | 


Prohibitions and Precepts, 'Laws and 'Direc- 


tions are continued onto the twenty-fifth, where x 


remarkable Prophecy is recorded, and its_regular 


conſtant Accompliſhment afforded the Iſraelites a 
ſtanding Miracle, and moſt convincing proof of 


the divine Inſpiration of their Lawgiver: © I 
will command my Blefling on you in' the fixth 
Year, and it ſhall bring forth fruit for three Years, 
and ye ſhall ſow the eighth Year, and eat yet of 
the old Fruit until the ninth Year; until her 
Fruits come in, ye ſhall eat of the old Store.” 
This regularly came to paſs, and as long as the 
Law was reverenced, an ample Supply and Pro- 
viſion was made for the Sabbatic year. Be- 
ſides this, every fiftieth year was to be a Jubilee, 
when every Iſraclite of every denomination, was 


commanded, in the moſt public manner, to ſound 


his Trumpet nine ſeveral times, and proclaim 
« Liberty ! — Liberty !” — throughout all the 
Land. 'Freedom to all Servants and Slaves,—A 
| Releaſe to the Poor of all Debts, and a Ref- 
toration to their Polleſhons and former Inhe- 


ritance, 
The 


| 
} 
7 


et ee tn. nts A ee 


——— - 


ST 6c gt ne 2 2 > _ 7 0 
— = - . —_—_— ., 
n anon < - ao —_— _ NOI» - WIT wot. 


B { 10 ) 


a 


\ The Land too was. to enjoy. Reſt, they were 
| neither to, ſow, nor reap, nor put up into Barys. 


any overplus whatever, though It grew, luxuriant 
and ſpontaneous. Many advantages aroſe to the 


Ifraelites from this wiſe Inſtitution. Ambition 


was prudently reſtrained, an Eſtate never went 


_ out of a. man's family ; thoſe who had been fold, 
returned now every Man to his OWn Houſe ; . 
: Public tranquility and undiſturbed poſſeſſion Was 


a neceflary conſequence, and a promiſe of un- 


bounded proſperity was announced as a reward 


and an ROCQUEISEEnT to Hdelity.. 


The laſt year of c our Saviour's Life, was the 
year of Jubilee, and the laft the Jews ever kept; 


Cor from, the ſeventh year after their entrance into 


Canaan, there were juſt 1400 yeafs to the thirty- 


third of Our Saviour's Life, which gives J uſt 


| twenty-eight Jubilees. ag 


The ſecond year from: their dopatiine' out of 
Egvpt this Book is ſaid to have been delivered to 
them by Moſes, in the a of the World 2524- 


It. contains. ls the ations i one | Month, 


and pronounces bleſſings on all thoſe who ob- 


 foxve its Precepts and a moſt awful curſe on the 
1 ranſgrefſor. | 
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T H 1 S Book wkes | its Name from the many 
= numherings reported in it, and the firft is 
very remarkable ; the Men of War from twenty 
years old and upwards, in the ſecond year from 
their leaving Egypt, amounted to fix hundred 
and three thouſand five hundred and fifty, be- 
ſides Levites. The eight firſt Chapters contat 
further Dire&ions and additional Laws for the 
Prieſts and the SanQuuary, and afterwards an Ac- 


count of the Spies ſent out as Searchers to diſco- 


ver the Land of Canaan, The remaining part of 
the Book carries on their Hiſtory and Journey, 


Travels, Troubles, Murmurings and Rebellions, 


their Sufferings, | Streights and Enlargements, 
Dangers and Deliverances, Conqueſts and Nota- 
| ble things they did or ſuffered during the ſpace 
of thirty-niae years, wherein they rather wan- 
dered. than regularly journeyed in the Deſert, 
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their -Vices, Obſtinacy and. Rebellion, keeping 


them back from the, borders of Canaan, when 


they were very near, almoſt 'in poſſeſſion of it. 


In the eleventh Chapter their murmurings are 
ſeverely reproved, and very many are deſtroyed 
by Lightning. To affiſt Moſes in his ardous taſk 


of Government, ſeventy Elders are now eleQed, 
and they have their different Offices allotted 


The Tſraclites bad long murmured and nighed 
for fiſh, and onions, and leeks, a ſayoury and 
very cheap food among them. God. was 
_ Cifpleaſed with their ingratitude and complain- 


ings, and ſent them ſo very great a profuſion of 
-Quails that they covered the ground two cubits 
high around all their Camps, but the murmurers 


were very ſhortly afterwards all deſtroyed " £1 


Peſtilence. 


In the twelfth Chapter Miriam and Aaron's 


ſedition is related, and Miriam's puniſhment: 
The was inſtantly led out from the Camp a Leper 
as white as ſnow. In the ſixteenth Chapter the 


conſpiracy and rebellion of Korah is awfully 
puniſhed with- an Earthquake. The thirteenth 


and fourteenth Chapters record the Names, In- 
ſKruQions and As of the Spies ſent to inſpeRt 
; the Land'of Canaan, together with the People's 


ungrateful 


( mn 


ungrateful murmurings, and the threatnings of 


| God for their Hobedience: The ſeventeenth 
appropriates the High Prieſthood to the family 
of Aaron by a very ſignal Miracle, the bloſ= 
ſoming of Aaron's Rod; after ſuch a warning 


and prohibition no one would dare uſurp the 


Prieſthood. The death both of Miriam and 


Aaron are recorded in the twentieth, and the. 


- manner in which Aaron was firſt diveſted of his 
_ dignity and prieſtly Habits, the Enfigns of his 
Office. Moſes, and Eleazar, Aaron's Son, ac- 


companied the High Prieſt up a high Mountain | 


named Hor, and there, in the fight of all the 
People, Aaron ſtripped off his prieſtly Robes, 
and put them himſelf upon his Son. At the age 


of ninety-three Aaron here died, and they buried 


| himon the Mountain and on the ſpot he died. 


The Iſraelites were now / entimaned i in the FR 
ſert of Zin, and almoſt famiſhed for want of 


Water: On Moſes application to God, he was 


commanded to ſtrike the Rock with his Rod, and 


inſtantly the waters guſhed out in great, abun= 


dance for them and all their Cattle. # 


'T he ewenty-Grſt Chapter relates fe [ Faeh 


'neys and freſh murmurings ; the People cry 


out « We ſhall die in the Wilderneſs, there 1s 


\ no Bread, there is no Water, our Soul loath- 
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 eth- this light bread :” Such diftruſ and up- 
_ 'braidings diſpleaſed God, and He withdrew from 
- them his extraordinary Providence ; and fiery 
Serpents, a moſt pernicious Plague in that De- 
? ſert, but hitherto kept from hurting them, ſtung 

- the Iſraelites fo diſtreſsfully that many of them 
died. On Moſes Prayer for his People, the 
- miſchief was yery ſhortly remoyed. God com- 

manded Moles to erett on a high pole the figure 
.of a brazen Serpent, on which every One who 
| had been bit might look up to, and obtain a Cure, 
A circumſtance and reference alluded to by our 


| Saviour. and very ſtrickingly apphed. 


"This Chapter is elegantly enlivened by two 
beautiful Odes ; one a Song of the Children of 
1ſrael, and the other a Song of Triumph, by an 

: Amorite bard on a Conqueſt over Moab : The 

former joyouſly exults on a ſeaſonable ſupply of ' 
| Water God had kindly ſent them before they 

aſked it; and the latter is a pleaſing and very 
ancient Ode, abounding with lofty metaphors 
and is only introduced here to ſhew that this 

Country belonged to the Amorites, and not the 

Moabites, when the Iſraelites ſubdued it, 


In the eventy-ſecond is recorded the miracy- 


John 3 I4. 1 $. | 
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Jous'Speech of Balaam's Aſs, Balaam was a Pro- F 
-phet, although a heathen and an immoral Man. £ | 
He came from Amram among the Mountaneous | 
parts of the Eaſt, and exhibited a ſtrange mixture | 


of Divination, Enchantments, and Prophecy, but 
Balaan in thoſe days, was held in ſuch high Repute, 
that Balak King of Moab, and the Princes of Mi- | 
dian came from very diſtant Countries, and would 
fain have brought bim- back with them, to utter a 
curſe upon Iſrael. 


_ Very ſingular and expreſs a are the Propheſies of 
Balaam. *A ſtar ſhall come out of Jacob, and a 
Iceptre ſhall ariſe out of Iſrael, and ſhall ſmite the 
corners of Moab, and deſtroy all the Children of 

 Sheth, Ifrael ſhall do valiantly. " 0 2W 


In the twenty-fifth Chapter Iſrael's licentiouſ- 
neſs and Idolatry are puniſhed by a Peſtilence ; 
' no leſs than four and twenty thouſand of the Peo- 
ple are deſtroyed, and Zimri a ringleader, for a 
lawleſs and open att of Infamy was murdered on 
the ſpot, together with Cozbi his confederate, 
though ſhe was a Princeſs of the Houſe of Moab. 
In the twenty-ſixth Ifrael is again numbered, 
and notwithſtanding the late awful deftruftion, 
they amounted to 601,730, Amongſt theſe the 


Land of Cangan was ordered to be diyided, . 
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Soon after this Moſes was informed. by God that 


| he ſhould die, and that He had appointed Joſhua 


his General to ſucceed him in his Government : 
Undiſturbed at the awful Summons, and feeling 
no terror at the near approach and ſolemn ex- 


change, Moſes buſily employed every moment 


in tranſmitting down, throughout the remaining 
Chapters, the Laws of God, and the Duties of 


Life; impreſfing them moſt ſtrenuouſly on the 


Minds of the People, and he gave to Joſhua and 
Eleazar the High Prieſt, his laſt direQiions re- 
ſpeRting the diviſion of the Land among the Twelve 


Tribes by lot ; appointing the Six Cities of Re- 


fage for the Manſlayer, and allotting the ſpoils 


they had already acquired. The Iſraelites in this 


Book are condutted into the Land of Canaan, 
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Tus Name ſignifies the ſecond Law; It is 
a Recapitulation of all the former Hiſtory, 
and Moſes wrote it only. two Months before he 


diced. 


He had already publiſhed his Book of Gene- 
alogy, two others of their Travels, and a' Code of 
Laws and 'Regulations for the Prieſts. He had 
toiled long and laboured hard to root 'out their 
prejudices, obſtinacy, and ingratitude ; and now 


Jult < on the point of leaving them, He preſents 
them 
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them with a Manual of InſtruQions, and be- 
queaths it for general uſe; Precepts and Laws, 
Civil, Religious, and Military, a teſtimony of 
his Love, and his laſt Bleſſing and Legacy to his 
People. He was acquainted with their tempers, 
well knew of what ſpirits they were of, and he 
winningly encourages ſome, and others he alarms 
by his threats, devoutly praying for all that God 


would guide and bleſs his People. 


By the moſt thetic and forcible motives, the 


Virtues of Piety, Juſtice, Charity, Humanity and 


Fortitude are all inculcated. With fervent zeal | 
Moſes invokes the People devoutly to worſhip 


God. He recounts the amazing wonders God 


had already wrought for Iſrael, his many and 
glorious Promiſes to the obedient, together with 
his moſt awtul denunciations againſt the trant- 


Qreflor, 


This moſt excelent Code of Laws,; both Civil 
and Religious, were ever after the ſtanding Mu- 
nicipal Laws of the Iſraelites. At a very ſhort 
diſtance of time, God had commanded Moſes to 


aſcend a high Mountain called Nebo, and from 


thence he was permitted to take a view of the | 
Promiſed Land, He is now further informed he 


ſhould ſhortly die, and on that very ſpot, With 


perſe@ ſerenity and compoſure Moſes receiyed 
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the awful: news, and notwithſtanding, the Sum- 
mons, he zealouſly goes .on purſuing the duties of 


Life, the great buſineſs allotted him. Undiſturbed | 
by the terrors, of the exchange, Moſes continues | 


. tranſmitting down to his People the Laws of God, 
of Life and Eternity ; ſettling the Moral, Civil, 
_ and Religious ſyſtem he was earneſtly explaining 

and Ong. 


He had axperighcat many. hardſhips, much 


ratigue, and ſuffered many mortifications from the 


Ignorance, the obſtinacy, the frequent murmurings 
and difſatisfaQtion of the People, At the clole of 


life, Moſes ſeems to! have had more enlightene 


proſpeQs of futurity, and he hoped to meet a 


peaceful ſlumber in the grave. , He had no. Ambi- 
tion to gratify, no wiſh: that his Dignities and Ho- 
nours ſhould deſcend to his Children ; but was well 


ſatisfied with the appointment of Joſhua, who had 


| long: 'beenhis General and: his- Servant. He, bu- 
fily employed every moment in adjuſting the con- 
.cerns of his Government ; and his firſt care was, 
.in,the moſt public and ſolemn manner, to expreſs 


-bis approbation and confirm the ſettlement to his 


Aucceffor, leſt any of his: own family ſhould after 
wards oppole it. Moſes aſſembled' all the Tribes 
of Iſrael, the Elders: Magiſtrates and Rulers, and 
vefore them all, he laid his' hand upon Joſhua 
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prefented him himſelf to the High Prieſt for Con- 


| ſecration, zealouſly commanded him, in caſes of 


all difficulty. and emergence whatever, to addreſs 


himſelf to God. Moſes then ordered them - to | | 
| blow up the trumpets, and proclaim him through- 


out the Camp, Head, Leader and Chief over 


| Uſrael. 


So much in poſſeſſion of himlelf, and enjoying 
a peaceful calm, Moſes ſat down and compoſed a_ 
Commemorative Hymn, pathetically exhoitin 
his People to conſider their latter end, and it 
opens with inimitable beauty, arreſting your 
attention with ſurpriſe, and then goes on with 


ſweet and familiar fimilies, referring you . to 
_ the invigorating  effefts of the ſoft Shower and 


dropping Dew, and applying the ſentiment to his 


Song in ſoftening the Heart and making it fruit- 
Ful. The elegant atteſtation to the praife of God, 


in the fourth verſe, is uſed by the Jews, a funeral 


Ode at their burials. 


Moſes lived to ſee the total overthrow of the 


| Midianites, and he divided all their ſpoils. One 
' half he allotted to the Conquerors, and one balf 


to thoſe who ſtaid at home, excepting one fif= 


' teenth part of the whole, which he gave to the 
T.evies and Prieſts, | 


- As the Iiraclites were on the eve of entering on 


the 


"oh 191 


the Promiſed Land, Moſes Addreſs was olnonderg 
fully NE and excited all Wer? attention: : 


a Hear O lſrael,Thoiart this ay to dalbover 

Jordan, and encounter with Nations greater 
«© and mightier than thyſelf; Cities 'fenced up 
© to Heaven; a People huge and tall ; but know 
« ye that the Lord thy God He gneth before thee, 
*© asa conſuming fire ſhall He deſtroy them,” | 


After this he appointed the exaQ limits they were 
firſt to conquer, and affixed the diſtributions by 
lot, committing the whole care of it-to Joſhua and 
Eleazar the High Prieſt, before «the Heads and 
Chiefs of Iſrael. Moſes named the forty-eight 
Cities allotted to the Tribe of Levi, and the fix 
Cities of Refuge, where the Manſlayer was to fly, 
and three he named on this fide and thee on the 
other fide Jordan. 


So fully convinced were the Iſraclites of the 
Divine Original of their Laws, and ſuch their 
reſpeQ and veneration for their Lawgiver, that no 
_ one Tribe for many -ages ever encroached on the. 
| limits of another. As his end drew nigh, Moſes 
was very ſolicitous to finiſh well his very arduou 
talk. He had now attained to the age of one hun- 
dred and twenty ; his fight perfe@ and his ſtrength. 
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4unimpaired : He for the laſt time gatheredall the 
\ Tribes about him, drops the charafter of the Hil- 
'torian and addreſſes himſelf to his People; affec- 
"tionately pronouncing his laſt farewel and ſolemn 
"blefling on every ſeparate Tribe apart, and in 


language the ſtrongeſt, moſt ET ay divinely 
Prophetic. 


: The Preface and Conclubian of theſe wr laſt | 
and dying words, is couched in. a ftile en- 
kindling the flame of devotion. Kings were di- 
.reQted to write for themſelves a Copy, and read it 
every day ; it was to be engraven on ſtones, and 
placed on every high-way, it was to be carried 
with them over Jordan, to be ſolemnly read every 


ſeventh year, in the hearing of all the People of 


Afrael, purpolely convened and aſſembled, 


Attended by Joſhua and Elcazar the High 
Prieſt to the foot of the Mountain, where they 
took a ſorrowful and affeRtionate leave, Moſes 
went up the hill alone, in full poſſeſſion of his. 
Powers and Faculties, his eyes not dim, nor his 


' natural force abated ; he died at the age of one 
hundred and twenty, 


' Moſes was highly honoured as a Prophet, Wo 
whom God ſpake Mouth to Mouth.—A Divine 
Lawgiver, the founder of their civil and religious 
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_ Polity—inveſted' with the power: of: perforining 
Miracles, and he exerciſed it at! the | Egyptian 


Court, over the mighty. Waters, and:inithe Wal: 
derneſs—he fed this immenſe multitude, ..dayby 


day, andthe plenty left; was of itſelf a miracle 


faithful in all his houſe—open and. generous- in 


his temper—admirably. blending fortitude: with 
 meekneſs—pious, wife, and zealous for God-— 


unweariedly laborious, a Father to his: People, 
prefering afflition with them to the treaſures of 
Egypt—ſo unambitious and diſintereſted, as to 
appoint a ſtranger to his Government, to the: ex> 


clufion of his own family. Amazing were- his 


Powers, as a Poet, an Hiſtorian, a Legiſlator and 


A Stateſman. *T7.A 


This faithful, highly favoured Servant of Gol, 
had been wonderfully protefted in infancy and 
child-hood, adopted by a. Princeſs, amidſt the 
luxury of an Egyptian Court, liberally educa 
ted in all the learning of the Eaft, eleQed tg, his 


high honours at the voice of God, bleſſed with 


daily intercourſe, the moſt winning condefren- 
tion and familiar converſe with Him, as friend 


with friend—admitted to immediate accels. Did 


his People want Water, the dry rock poured.them 
out rivers; did they want Food, He lent it; them 


gown from Heaven ; were they naked, He cloath- 
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«dthem all; His preſence filled the Tabernacle, 


He fat upon the ' Mercy Seat, authoriſing their 
ſtay, andin a bright cloud, majeſtically roſe, and 
became viſible above the Tent, when Moſes and 
his People, were to march forwards, under the 
ſafe guidance and proteQion of God; did his 


People rebel, peſtilence or devouring flames 
conſumed the murmurers, - or an earthquake ſwal- 
lowed them up; one, encircled in .the higheſt 
'dignities, for unjuſt refleQions on. Moſes and his 
family, walked from the Camp a loathſome Leper, 


diſgracefully polluted and forlorn; did they en- 
counter with powerful enemies, He fought their 


battles, the Lord of their Hoſts, the God of the 


Army's of Moſes ; a wiſe and able Tutor, he em- 
ployed his life in inftrufting them, diveſting his 
People of prejudice, and training them up for 

the Promiſed Land ; at its -borders only, Moſes : 


arrived, God here informed him he ſhould die ; 


undiſturbed by the ſummons, with fortitude and 

zea}, he kept handing down the laws of liſe, ex- 
plaining its duties, and enforcing his precepts. 
By ſound of trumpet, - Moſes proclaimed his ſuc- 


ceſſor, preſented him himſelf to Eleazar, and af- 


ter a tender greeting, and moſt affeQtionate leave 
at the foot of the Mount, he aſcended the hill, 
was permitted only a bare iight of Canaan, after 


which 


( 135 ) 
which Moſes died. Thus he lived: vith Goda, 


| POM - 
carth, and was ſo peaceably taken home, — - 


A charater of ſuch glorious pre=emience a 
unwearied afſiduity for the public good, will be 
revered, highly honored and beloved for ever, 


Iſrael wept for Moſes, on the plains of Moab 
thirty days, .and there aroſe no Prophet fince in 
Iſrael, like to Moſes, whom God bon fog je 
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'OSHUA, this diſtinguiſhed Hero and highly 

celebrated General, was the Son of Nun, and 
appointed by God, ſucceſſor to Moſe's; Head 
| Leader and Chief over Iſrael: and was again by 
ſound of trumpet proclaimed throughout the 


Camp, on the plaihs oF 'Meab, his new territories 
and dequiBoon 


After a ſpeech of Joſhua? s, In which he offici- 
ally informed the Iſraelites of the intended divi- 
fion of the Land of Canaan among the Twelve 
Tribes, and particularized the Lands allotted to 
Reuben and Gad, and to one half of the Tribe of 
Manaſſeh, not only the Heads of theſe "Tribes, 
Hut, the Figers and Leaders of all the People, 


 cager'y 
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eagerly: concurring with the divine appointment, 


| came up in a body to Joſhua, and Twore alle= 
glance to him. 


_.* We ſolemnly engage to pay the ſame Obe- 
« (ience to thee, we paid to Moſes :—God bleſs 
« and proſper thee, as He did Moſes.” 


Joſhua had lived high in the eſteem of his 
Commander, and he was reverenced and beloved 
by the People. He had long been Head, Ge- 
neral and Chief over all the Forces of Iſrael ; and 
he was one of the twelve deputed by Moſes 
to examine the Promiſed Land as to its ſoil, 
fruitfulneſs, inhabitants, and fortifications ; the 
report he made, widely diifered from the report 
given in by ten out of the twelve, ſent on 
the ſame embaſly, and it gained him much credit | 


and the confidence and reſpeQ of his Com- 
mander. 


During almoſt all the j Journey and wanderings 
in the Wilderneſs, Joſhua had been trained up. 
by Moſes, an eyewitneſs to the wonderful works 
God had wrought tor Lirael, and he had been 
inſtrufted- in the genius and diſpoſition of the 
People, the land and its inhabitants, which he 
was now preparing to enter with his very nume- 
rous hoſt, and of which he had already given in 


T a ilaith- | 
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a faithful detail and account recorded in their 
regiſter : Thus Joſhua ſeemed highly qualified | 
for the important and very intereſting dutics and 
honours allotted him. 


Well appriſed of the many difficulties and dan- 
gers before him,/under ſo very arduous an under- 
taking, nothing could have ſupported Joſhua but 


reliance on God, and he now received more and 


very expreſs and ſignal promiſes of divine pro- 
teQtion and afliſtance ; the moſt animating -en- 


couragement, direQions and aſſurances of. CON- 


queſt : _ 


« As I was with Moſes, ſo will I be with thee ; 
« be ftrong, be of good courage, fear not, nor 


« be thou diſmayed, the Lord thy God is with 
*- thee whitherſoever thou goeſt.” 


'The original edi& was, © From the Wilder. 
«= neſs and this Lebanon, even unto the great: 


« river, the river Euphrates, all the Land of the 


« Hittites, and unto the great Sea, towards the go- 


_ ©. ing down of the Sun ſhall be your coaſt ; every 
©« place between that, and which the ſole of your 


«c foot ſhall tread on, that have I given unto you.” 


At the death of Moſes, the Iſraelites were Cen- 


camped at Shittim, on the banks of the river Jor- 


dan, 
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dan, in ſull-view of Canaan, and here it was they 
- meurned one - whole month for their General. 
| The People He had ſo unweariedly inſtructed, 
and ſo wiſely governed, were grown more traQta- 
| ble and more fully perſuaded of the good guid- 
ance and proteQion of their God; they were now 
only waiting for a ſignal from their new General, 

and their orders to paſs over Jordan. 


| Joſhua had diſpatched three Expreſſes to the 
Canaanites. The firſt gave leave for all thoſe to 
depart who choſe it; the ſecond were articles of | 
Peace, to thoſe who would make Peace ; the third 
was a declaration of War to thoſe who refuſed. 
He ſaw himſelf indeed at the head of fix hundred 
thouſand fighting men, completely furniſhed with 
arms, which they had procured from Egypt, the 
| Amalekites, their new conqueſts, and others ; | 
but he was clogged with a number of old men, 
women, children, ſervants and cattle : The very 
firſt ſtep he was to take, was to croſs over this 
immenſe river, and at this ſeaſon it was in its full 
ſwell, and overflowed its banks ; the crofling over 
| he well knew expoſed him to the arms of thoſe 
he was attacking, as well as to thoſe enemies he 
left behind, the countries of Sihon and Og which 
they had only lately conquered. The Canaanites 
themſelves were a warlike People of gigantic ſta= 
T2545 "0 
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ture ; their Cities walled, ſtrongly fortified by 
nature and art; all the intereſts of the ſeveral 


Nations and all their Forces united by the firmeſt 


alliance, ſelf-preſervation, almoſt ſelf-exiſtence B 
They had long taken the alarm, had made all the 


- preparations in their power to oppoſe his deſign, 


fiercely reſolved to obſtrutt his entrance, __ 


his conqueſt, or die. 


* Joſhua now ſelefted out two very bold and 
confidential Servants, ſent them very privily away 
to Jericho, the firſt City on the other fide, about 
eight miles from Jordan; they croſſed and tra- 
velled all night, when they came near Jericho 


| they found the Inhabitants fully appriſed of their 
_ danger, on the watch, and all in arms ; it was with 
_ great difficulty they could conceal themſelves, 
3 by promiſes, oaths, ſtatagem, and art, they did 
luckily eſcape from a window, in the houſe of 


one Rahab, a harlot, ſituated on the Town-wall ; 


' The, at dead of night, had let them down herſelf 


by means of a ſcarlet cord, and they had tled to 


_ the mountains; the two men got back the third 
day, told of the amazing riſks they had run, and 
they begun with the whole hiſtory of their recep- 
_ tion, by Rahab, as ſoon as ſhe knew who they 
were, at the hazard of her life, ſhe was reſolved 
to prote& them, and her whole plot and contri- 


Vance 
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vance is wonderfully arful ; ſhe whiſpered. to 


' them, I know the Lord has given you the Land, 
the Town 1s in an uproar, all the People frighted 


and fainting ; we were told of your crofling the 


Sea, and your {laughter of the Amorites ; but what 


a danger ye yourſelves are in; ſo ſhe led them up 


to the root of her houſe, a place where ſhe dried 


her flax, and covered them all over with the 
{talks : tne rumour ſoon ſpread, two men had 


croſſed over Jordan, they were already in the 


City, now at Rahab's houſe; the King inſtantly 
ſent to leize them ; Rahab ſaid, indeed two men 
had been there, they were gone, juſt at duſk be- 
fore the ſhutting of the gates both went away ; ſend 
quickly, you will ſoon overtake them. The King 


diſpatched his Guard in haſte, and faſtened up his. 


gates. Rahab now went up to the two men with 
| her ſtory, and made with them a league for her 
y g 


family ; ſhe had neither huſband nor child, but ſhe 


had father and mother, and liſters and brothers ; 
and ſhe ſays: 


6 Swear to me when you take poſſeſſion of the 


« City, ye will ſaye my kindred alive, and all that 


& have, give Me NOW a token; : and the men ſaid: | 


6s Our life for yours; we give ours In n ſecurity 
66 for yours,” 


R -hab 


ED» 
 Rahab giving them food, let them down herſelf 
by a ſcarlet cord from the window, on the outhide 
of the 'T own-vall, and ſhe ſaid: 


© Haſte ye to the mountain, hide yourſelves 
till the purſuers are returned, then get ye home.” 


The men noy told her: 


« When you draw up the ſcarlet cord, tie it 
«* acroſs and acroſs your window, that we may 
«© be certain of knowing your houſe.” 


 Rahab joyfully obeyed, delighted to have al- 
ways.in her eye the pledge of her ſafety and de- 
| liverance, The two men had dwelt much on the 
terror, alarm, and conſternation of King and Peo- 
ple, high and low ; this intelligence Joſhua took 
Up, this he ſaid was greatly in their favour, a ſure 
| omen of their future ſucceſs, God had ſtruck all- 
| their enemies with terror, and Joſhua in the 
higheſt ſpirits emboldens and encourages them all: 


« F ight ye valiantly under my banner, and the 
on proteftion of God. nn 


Joſhua inſtantly blew the Trumpets for. War 
throughout all the Camp: He informed them 
In three days time they ſhould all paſs over 

eNn Jordan, 
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ordan, and he commanded them to lay.in a 
{£5 of Proviſions, and be all in readineſs to 
march ; the uſual Food of the Iſraelites was 
Manna, on their approach to the Promiſed 
Land that Food decreaſed, and ſuch as their 
new Conqueſts afforded, Joſhua ordered them 
now to colle&, as the Manna was totally to 


ceaſe as ſoon as ever they ſet foot on the op- 


poſite Shore, and this it attually did. 


To inſpire his Army with reverential awe 
and ſtill greater regard to this very extraordi. 
nary expedition, Joſhua commanded all his 


People to ſanify themſelves as on public, 


national, and very ſolemn occaſions: He then 


direQted each Tribe to chuſe out, and depute 


to him a truſty Man, to hold himſelf in rea- 


dineſs to execute ſuch orders as ſhould be 
en him on the morrow. 


s On Friday the thirtieth of April, in the 
| year of the World, 2554 the Prieſts in their 


proper Dreſſes and Habits, bearing the Ark, 
began their march towards the banks of the 


| River, Joſhua divided his People into two 
Columns, ordering them to ſtand in readineſs 
to follow, the one was, after they came to the 
Water edge to proceed before the Ark, and the 

| reſt 
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reft were direfted to follow it: As ſoon as the 
| Priefts' bearing the Ark had with' their feet 
touched the Water on the Bank, the Waters 
to the right hand and to the left receded, and 
roſe'up in heaps like Walls opening a paſſage 
of no leſs than ſixteen miles in breadth to the 
Ifraelites, till they were all paſſed over : God 
thus miraculouſly fignalizing their new Comman- 
der, in the manner he had fignalized Moſes in 
_ Paſſing through the Red Sea: In the midſt of 
the River, the Prieſt bearing the Ark ſtood Rtill, 
and they there halted till all the Tribes had ſet 
foot on the oppoſite Coaſt, waiting there the 
orders of joſhua to join the reſt of the Camp: 
The twelve Men one of which had been deputed 
by each Tribe, were now ſummoned before 
Joſhua, and He direQed them to bring to him. 
twelve very large Stones, one for each Tribe, 
and fix them up in one huge heap, on the ſpot 
where the Ark had ſtopped, and they were to 
place them ſo high, that when the ſwell of the 
Waters ſhould be abated, they might there be 
ſeen; and from the bottom of the River, he 
commanded them to chuſe out twelve more large 
Stones, and to build with them a Monument On 
the Shore, in order to perpetuate the Memory 
of ſo miraculous and very wonderful a Paſ- 


ſage 
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ſage over this immenſely wide and rapid Stream 


_ Joſhua after this ordered the Prieſts to move 
forwards and depoſite the Ark on the Shore : It 
was immediately on their ſetting it down, that 
the Waters reſumed their uſual courſe and chan- 
go | | 


Joſhua impreſſed by the goodneſs of Gop, 


in this glorious diſplay of his Power, ſo ſignally 


 honouring him on this his firſt entrance into 
Canaan, led. on his Valiant Troops thus highly 
inſpirited to the plains of Jericho, and He pitch- 
ed his Camp about three or tour miles only, 
from the City. 


Gov was here pleaied to manifeſt Himſelf to 
[oſhua in a very extraordinary manner, by an 


Angel on the plain: The Angel aſſumed the 
figure ofa Warrior, and he helda drawn Swordiin 
his hand: Joſhua was alone, reconnoitring the 
| City; at a fight ſo unexpeted, Joſhua ſtarted 
back ; as ſoon as He could collett himſelf, Joſhua 
reſpe&fully enquired if he was for Iſrael, and the 
Angel anſwered—I am Captain of the Loris 
Hoſt. Joſhua fell on his face and worſhipped— 
after which He humbly aſked, what orders He 


| had for his Servant : the Angel informed Joſhua, 


His preſence had conſecrated the place—looſe 
NOW thy Shoe from off thy toot, the ſpot thou 
-.:. ſtandeſt 
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Atandeſt on, is holy: Joſhua inſtantly obeyed, 
_ and he was now made acquainted with the moſt 
wonderful fiege, and ſurrender of Jericho, by 
which God was pleaſed moſt evidently to ſhew 
the Canaanites, it was not an Arm of fleſh that 
os Wan men... 


| Joſhua was the General who conquered the 
Amalekites, and by a ſignal and very famous 
Viftory, opened a paſſage for the lſrachites, to 
Mount Sinai; it was a few days before his death 
Moſes had confirmed him his Succeſſor, to the. 
excluſion of his own children and family, laid his 
hands upon him in the preſence of the Elders and 
People purpoſely convened, preſented him him- 
ſelf to the High Prieſt for ſolemn conſecration, 
and proclaimed him throughout all the Tribes, 
Head, Leader and Chief over Iſrael: With his 
' numerous hoſt, Joſhua had now encountered his 

firſt difficulty, croſſed this wide and rapid River, 
_ entered Canaan, and the populous City of Jericho, 
the firſt to the Weſtward over Jordan was mira- 
 culouſly delivered into his hands, for its ſtrong 

_ valls and all its fortifications, ramparts and towers 
tell down while Joſhua and his Army wete ſur- 
' rounding it, The City of Jericho was burnt to 
| the ground, and its numerous Inhabitants all put to 
| the Sword; but Rahab was remembered, and 
k . Joſhua 
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Joſhua called to him the two men, whom ſhe at the 
hazard of ber life had proteed ; and He ſaid : 


« Go ye and bring out thence, the woman, and 
_ © all that ſhe hath as ye [ware unto ner: 


Au the two men led her out, ed her father 
and mother, and all her kindred, and placed them 
by themlelves without the Camp, and there they 
Mayed, and were all cleanſed, and became Proſe- 
lytes and Jewiſh converts : They were fo particu-_ 
lar, that they left Rahab's Houſe ſtanding, and 
the part of the wall on which it was built ; thus 
ſignally recognizing the promiſe and the perfor- 
mance. Rahab was afterwards more diſtinguiſh» 
ingly rewarded, ſhe became the wife of Naaſlon, 
an illuſtrious Prince and Chief of all his Tribe, 
and ſhone a virtuous Charatter and a Jewiſh Prin- 
cels. 


After the Conqueſt of Jericho, this ſignal and 
miraculous diſplay of Almighty Power, affording 
Joſhua and the Ifraclites the moſt animating en- 
couragement, and a footing in the Country 
Joſhua purſued his Vittories, conquered many 
other Cities and Kingdoms, took poſſeſſion of the 
Land; and as the Tribes of Reuben and Gad, and 
one half of the Tribe of Manaſſch were al- 
Founy provided for on the other fide Jordan ; 
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' Joſhua divided thoſe on this ſide among . the 
 teti Tribes, and the oma half Tribe of Ma- 
_ naſſeh, by lot. 


The progreſs He made in ſubduing the Can- 
 aanites, his aſtoniſhing Succeſſes are here mi- 
_ Hutely related with many artful pieces of general- 
ſhip, which exhibit much Skill, Military prowels, 
| and the moſt undaunted Courage and Intre- 
' Pidity : The Inhabitants of Canaan had filled up 
the meaſure of their Iniquity, were moſt abomi- 
nably wicked, and God choſe to puniſh them by 
an utter deſtruction, Such were the ſtanding 
orders of the Ifraclites, highly awful and peremp- 
tory, The Diſgrace and public execution of the 
Kings (for every City had its King) was intended 
by Joſhua, to ſtrike a Terror in the Nations | 
| around, who ſeeing ſuch ſpirit and bravery accom- 
| panied with firmneſs and awful ſeverity, might be 
| inclined to make leſs reſiſtance, and be more 
eaſily ſubdued : Joſhua therefore fat in Judg- 
- ment himſelf, upon the Kings, and he aſſembled 
| his Captains and Men of War and He ſaid : 


« Put ye your feet upon the necks of theſe 
« Kings, thus will God ſubdue your Enemies, 
*hus tread them under your feet, fear not ye, 
© nor be ye diſmayed, be ftrong, and of moon 
Courage :" | 


After this ſpirited Addreſs, Joſhua ſmote the 
Kings, and flew them, and hung up their bodies 
from morning to night, as a brand of infamy; and 
objetts of terror, 


The People were more and more attached to 


Joſhua, and He became more and more dreaded 
by the Canaanites : to avoid his Vitorious Arms, 


they fled from their Cities, ſome into Aſia, others 
into Africa, and facilitated the Conqueſt of the 


Country : Much was completed in leſs than ſeven 


years, and the diviſion made amongſt the Tribes 
| by lot; the Territories of Timnath-ſerah, on the 
mountain of Ephraim, were unanimouſly allotted 
to Joſhua, by the voice of all the People ; there 
he built a City, made it his chief place of Refi- 
dence and where he Kepy his Court. 


Six Cities of Refuge were allo choſen from out 


of the forty-two, which had been ſettled on the 
Tribe of Levi; they were to protett the Inno- 


cent in caſes po involuntary homicide only, for | 


the wilful Murderer was to be torn even from the 
horns of the Altar, and inſtantly put to death, 


 Aﬀer Joſhua had ſettled bimlelf i in peace, and 
eſtabliſhed: Regularity and good Government, 
Civil and Religious; : He here himſelf records the 
many glorious Victories he had obtained, and by 
becoming 
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becoming his own Hiſtorian, fought his battles 
- over again, andtook a review of his many wonder- 
ful Exploits, and the Safety and proteftion God 
had unweariedly afforded him. He then goes on re- 
lating ſome very miraculous interpoſitions where- 
with God had fignally favoured him ; among 
many others, one was a very wonderful prolonga- 
tion of day-light aſtoniſhingly advantageous, and 
tending gloriouſly to his Succeſs, when the Sun 


| and the Moon ſtood {till at the voice of the 1 £ader 
of Ifarel. 


"The tutelary Deities of the Canaanites, whom 
they worſhiped, were the Sun and Moon; the for- 
mer they called Baal or Moloch; and the latter 
Aſhtoreth ; they muſt therefore have been con- 
vinced in a moſt ſtriking manner, and in their 
own way, that the Gods in whom they truſted, 
were ſubjett to, and under the immediate controul 
_ of the God of Iſrael: To impreſs the ſtronger 
' on their minds the Majeſty and Power of Jeho- 
yah, Joſhua ſpake in preſence of both Armies, and 
In fight of all tire, and He ſaid : 


« Sun, ſtand thou till upon. WE and thou 
« Moon in the valley of Ajalon.” And the 
Moon ſtayed and the Sun ſtood fill a whole 
day, and haſted not to go down, In the an- 
cient Chineſe records ſome notice. is taken of 


the 
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' the Sun and Moon n being ſtayed a whole day by 7 
Joſhua. 


Another famous Miracle ſtands here recorded : 
a fall of large hailſtones during an engagement, 
deſtruttive only to the Enemy, and many more 
are ſaid to have died by them than by the ſword. 


After his ſettlement and diviſion -of the Land 
amongſt the twelve Tribes, Joſhua maintained 
his Government ſeventeen years, and he had been 
Eletted and Proclaimed four and twenty ; find- 
ing his life drawing near a cloſe, He aſſembled 
all the Tribes individually, together with all their 
Heads, Elders and Magiſtrates, on the ſpacious 
Plains of Sechem, near the ſpot where they had 
depoſited the bones of Joſeph, which they had. 
brought with them out of Egypt ; and here, in 
' an animated and encouraging, yet moſt pathe- 
tic Speech Joſhua addreſſed his People, minutely 
and diſtinaly He recognized the many wonders 
God had wrought for Iſrael, and their miracu- 
lous Deliverances ; inſpiring them with Courage 
to finiſh what he had ſucceſsfully begun, to drive 
out the Canaanites and poſſeſs the Land,  kingly 
cautioning them, 


%* See ye that ye mention not even the name 


{© of their Gods, cleave ye to the Lord, He it 1s 
© who 


cc 
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© who fighteth for Iſrael, the Lord your God: 
« Who among all the Nations hath been able to 


© ſtand before you? One man of. you ſhall 
* chaſe a thouſand ; only take heed that ye love 


the Lord your God, and keep his Statutes : 
« enter into.no alliances with the Nations around 
<« you, they will prove ſnares and traps to you, 
© ſcourges in your ſide, and thorns in your eyes, 
* and ye will ſurely periſh from off this good 
* Land flowing with milk and honey, eaſe and 
plenty and ſweetneſs, and wander again (ye 
*© known not whither) in deſerts and the Wilder- 
*« neſs expoſed to dangers, wearineſs, and want.” 


- 


A 
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The howling Wilderneſs inſtantly brought back 
to their minds their long, tedious and miſerable 
journey, upon which this wiſe Prince, winningly 
enforces his Speech with the pathetic, artfully 
inſinuating and full of conviQtion. 


 * Behold, this day I am going the way of all 
« the Earth, now therefore I pray you fear the 
« Lord, ſerve him in ſincerity and truth : But if 
© it ſeem evil unto you, chuſe ye this day whom 
« ye will ſerve; as for me, (firm and reſolute) 
« and my houſe, we will ſerve the Lord,” - 


And they all ſaid unto Joſhua: 
co ig | «. Nay, 
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 / Nay, but we will .ferve the Lord." . Upon 

this Joſhua (who knew his People better than 
they knew themſelves) moſt earneſtly exhorted 
them, one and all, to ſet about renewing their co- 
venant with God, and by the moſt ſolemn oath, 
made, as was uſual, at the door of the Tabernacle 
at Shiloh, (the place where the Ark was depo- 
fited) the People individually did confirm | it, and 
then all of them returning back to their tents on | 
the plain, Joſhua in preſence of the whole Hoſt, 
cauſed a Pillar to be eretted to perpetuate | the 


memory of this their folemn oath and public | 
ratification. | 


It was very ſoon after, at his Palace in Tim- 
nath-Serah, in the. hundred and tenth year of 
his age Joſhua died, and they buried him in his 
own inheritance, on the north fide of the hill of 
Gaaſh, within- the -Tribe, and on the Mount of 
Ephraim; befide his body, and within his coffin 
they put the knives of flint with which he cir- 


cumciſed Iſrael at .Gilgal, when God expreſely 
told him: 


Ko Hereby you have rolled a away he reproach 
«of Egypt: ug 


A tranſaRtion which ever afterwards gave a 


name to the city—Gilgal or Rolling 
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The Book of Joſhua records the Hiſtory of: 
thirty-five years, from the year of the World 


2553, to 2588, and muſt have been a moſt va- 
luable poflefſion to the Iſraelites, as it contained 
the earlieſt and moſt authentic records of the ex- 


tent, boundaries, and property of every indi- 
vidual Tribe; a Title-deed of each of their re-_ 
ſpeQive inheritances, and the Iſraclites were ſo 
fully ſatisfied with this diſtribution and divifion 
made to the twelve Tribes, that for many ages, no 
one Tribe ever encroached on the limits of its 


neighbour, 


Although Moſes and his Servant ſtrike you | 


_ vith very different features of CharaQter, the one 
as a divine Lawgiver uniting fortitude with 


meekneſs, and the other a Hero and his General, 


yet in ſome reſpeQs they bear a reſemblance to 


One another. Both were filled with wiſdom and 


PLUGrncE: : 


«As T was with Moſes, 1o will. 1 be. wth 


s« thee,”* 


They both received their appointment from 
God; were both of them diſtinguiſhed by ſimilar 
manifeſtations of His power ; 


.< The Sea ſaw it and fled, and Jordan was 
« driven 
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* driven back. What aileth thee O Sea! that 


* thou fleddeſt, and thou Jordan that thou waſt 
« driven back.” 


A Divinity in high and exalted Majeſty held 
converſe with both ; with Moſes alone in the 
deſert, and with Joſhua alone on the plains of 
Jericho, both ſtood on holy ground, and both 
were commanded in token of reverence to ſtand 
| barefoot : in patriotic zeal and love of their 
People, in piety, integrity and diſintereſtedneſs, 
both ſhone alike conſpicuous through life, and at 
its peaceful cloſe how divinely pathetic are both 
their addreſſes to Iſrael, a ſolemn farewell ſound- 
ing in their ears for ever. . 


Joſhua's valour and warlike prowels ſo won- 
derfully ſuited to his duties and employment 
charaterize the General ; In manly courage and 
martial honours, Joſhua holds a high pre-emi- 
nence, and in diſtant Colonies there are monu- 
' ments now ſtanding, which FeCOgnLze his Valour, 
ſtill recording ; 


__* Hither have we fled from the exterminating 
F Sword of Joſhua,” 


Y 
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AND 


' © A FTER the death of Joſhua, the Iſraelites 
A. had no proper Ruler or civil authority 
among them for ſome years, the government de- 
volved on the High-Prieſt and the Elders, and in 
caſes of difficulty the Sanhedrim or Grand Councll 
were ſummoned. Each Tribe was governed by 

its own Magiſtrates, and in thc war department 
eletted its own General and Commander. A. 
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great pfrt of the country was yet unſubdued, and 
many conflitts, much ſervitude” and perſecution 
the Iſraelites endured from the Natives and 
neighbouring Nations, who were yet contending 
for poſſeſſion. 


| God was pleaſed from time to time, (as their 
exigencies required,) to raiſe up high and emi- 
nent CharaQers among them, and call them forth 
as Champions and Deliverers of Iſrael, in ac- 
knowledgement and gratitude, the Elders and 
People inveſted them with the ſupreme authority, 
aſſigning over to them the government under the 
title of Judge. 


Theſe Judges were extraordinary Magiſtrates, 
whoſe office was to preſide in the Senate; pro- 
teft the ſtate; pronounce the law; and regulate 
divine worſhip. They were to govern by the 
laws of God and in doubtful caſes by his ſpirit, 
with which they were endowed; they differed 
in nothing from Kings but in Title, pomp, and 
grandeur, and in their honours not: being heredi- 
tary; they made peace and war; they ſummoned 
the tribes to arms; in caſes of danger and difficul- 
ty, by means of the High-Prieſt, they were di- 
refed to apply for inftruQtion from God. 


" The 
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. The People all reſorted to them for judgment, 
and annually they made a circuit throughout the 
land to adminiſter Juſtice and preſerve order an 
ſubordination. 


 _ Under the title of Judge fourteen dfcront. 
perſons preſided over the Ifſraclites, and they 
were thus governed two hundred and fifty years, 
not including in them many years of ſervitude 
and bondage (during all which they were only 
_ governed by their Elders and Council) under the 
King of Meſopotamia, Moab, the Canaanites, Mi- 
| dian, the Amorites and Philiſtines. 


At the dexth of Joſhua, all Iſrael allembled at 
Shiloh, (the place where the ark was depoſited) 
and as the Canaanites and neighbouring King- 
doms were plundering, and making daily inroads 
jnto their territories, they there inquired through 
| the High-Prieſt what tribe ſhould go up and oppoſe 
them : God was pleaſed to give them an immediate 
_ and explicit anſwer, « Judah ſhall go up.” 


| The tribe of Simeon were their brathers and 
neareſt neighbours, and Judah aſked their aſſiſtance 
in this their firſt expedition, Simeon readily join- 
ed them: uniting their forces, theſe two Tribes 
marched them againſt the Canaanites and Periz- 
zites: Adoni-Bezek the King met them in perſon 
a bloody 
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Fo bloody battle was fought, andthe Iſraelites flew 


ten thouſand. Adoni-Bezek made his eſcape 
from the field, and haſtily fled to the City -of 
Bezek, He was there purſued, and taken alive: 

The Iſraelites ſpared his life, but to diſable him 
| from fighting or running away they cut off his 
two thumbs and his great toes, a puniſhment not 
unuſual among the Princes of the Eaſt, for .the 
King acknowledged the juſtice of the ſentence, 


and He faid, © threeſcore and ten Kings with their 
« thumbs and great toes cut off gathered their 


.« meat under my table, as I have done to them, ſo 

* God hath requited me:”* The Iſraelites led 
Adoni-Bezekin triumph to Jeruſalem, they look- 
ed upon his capture as a. proof of God's favour 
and his righteous vengeance, and the King lived 
here a OPENS untill he died. 


At this time the Chief | in the Tribe pr” Judah 
was Caleb, a warlike - Commander, who had EX 
hibited many feats of valour, and ſhewn his faith- 


' Fulneſs in being the only one, who accorded with 


| Joſhua in the report he had made of the land of 
Canaan : Caleb had made himſelf the Conqueſt 
of Jeruſalem, and burned the whole City - to the 
ground ; enamoured with-glory himfelf, he loved 
it in others: But Caleb was now far advanced in 


angle at the age of eighty-five, and as there were 
_ many 
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many Other populous, large and well fortified 
__ Cities yet to conquer, he thought it prudent not 
to exhauſt his own ſtrength in tedious regular 

fieges and laborious enterprizes, he therefore blew 

the trumpets, iſſued out a proclamation inſpiring 

the youthful Hero with gallantry, and he makes 

an offer of the moſt precious prize in his poſleſſi- 

, Achſah his beautiful daughter and a rich 
bigs Caleb propoſed her. a reward in marriage 

to the brave ſoldier who ſhould : make himſelf 
maſter, and maintain poſſeſſion of the firſt. City. 
Such a propoſal fired the boſom and animated the 
exertions of Othniel, ſon of _Kenaz, Caleb's 
younger brother, a ſpirited youth of conſummate 
valour, who with his own hands had | ſlain Chu- 
ſhan-Riſhathaim King of Meſopotamia. The gal- 
lant Othniel took by ſtorm Kirjath-Sepher, called 
the City of books, and ſuppoſed a Univerſity, it 
was inhabited by a gigantic race called Anakims 
and ſtood near Hebron. This intrepid Youth 
mounted the firſt breach, and made himſelf maſ- 
ter of the City and claimed the rich -PU}2e of his 
Commander. 


| The dignity and title of Judge was firſt confer- 
red on Othniel, he was inveſted with the autho- 


_ Othaiel, Firſt Judge. | 


rity 
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_ rity -and- Exerciſed it with virtue and honour, 


i 


devoted to God and: to the good of his People, 


- Othniel reſcued his country from oppreſſion, pre= 
vented all future inroads, and the land had zeſt, 
and peace and in proſperity forty years. ohy 


 Aﬀeer the death of Othniel, Eglon "2 OY of 


"Moab invaded Iſrael and made them 'tributary, 


the Iſraelites remained under | bondage to 
Moab eighteen years, at which time they were 
delivered by Ehud a Benjamite, a valiant and re— | 
ſolute man, lame of his right hand, a perſon well 


known to Eglon the Moabitiſh Monarch. Eglon 
5 A remoyed with. all his court to Jericho, the Ci- 


>» 


falneh of the an. h_ Ehud obtained a an. 
| audience and was admitted to the Kings preſence, 
while] he was talking to him in his ſummer parlour 
and paying him the annual tribute money, he told 


 Eglon,. « I have a meſſage for thee.O King from 
God,” as upon. this eyery body withdrew, and as 
Joon as they. two were left alone, the King. roſe 
from-his ſeat to hear the meſſage. Ehud inſtantly 
| Kabbed him + in the. belly with ſuch violence. the 
haft of the dagger went in after the blade, Ehud 


way obliged to leave it in the body, and: then 
-foftly. letting himſelf out, he locked faſt the door 


_ and carried off the key. The ſervants liſtning 
from. time to time ſuppoſed the King mjght be _ 
' Vor. $.* = a-!leep 
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a-ſleep,in the mean time Ebud had haſtily fled back 
to his brethren at Seirah, and told all he had 
done. The Iſraelites blew up the trumpets for 
war, aſſembled all their forces, fell furiouſly on 
the Moabites under their confuſion and ſudden 
alarm, and put them all to the ſword. On this 
fucceſsful enterprize Ehud's bravery was reward-_ 
ed by the People and they unanimouſly advanced 


him to the dignity of Jucge. 


Ehud, ſecond Judge of Iſrae), procured for 


_ them a reſcue from their bondage to Moab and a 
, Deny of eighty years. TE : 


On the Iſraelites return to their impiety and 


and idolatry aſter the death of Ehud, God permit- 
ted them to fall an eaſy prey to their Philiſtine 


neighbours. The valiant Shamgar now reſcued 


them from ſlavery aſſumed the title and became 
their third Judge. This intrepid Hero, with his 
own hands flew fix hundred Philiſtines with a 
plough-ſhare he had picked up upon the road, 
and by ſo glorious a Feat completely drove them 
: out, and delivered his country from the Philiftme 
yoke, but Shamgar died in the firſt year ot his 


dignity. 


N otwithſtanding Hrael BERL Gann fo aſto- 


Ehud, Second Judge,  Shamgar, Third, 
niſhing 
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niſhing an 1 interpoſition, and ſo very. foirkted a 
reſcue, they very ſoon became Idolaters, made 
alliances and held intercourſe with the Nations 
Fround them which God had expreſsly forbid, and 
a more formidable Adverſary was now permitted. 
toenſlave them. Jabin King of Canaan with a nu- 
merous Army and chariots of iron. Jabin held 
Iſrael under bondage and ſubjeRtion twenty years, 
_ they were at length delivered from their heavy 
oppreſſion by two Women. Deborah the Prophe. 
teſs concerted the plan, Jael wife of Hebar com- 
pleted it. Barak was Commander in Chief to 
Deborah and he at the head of ten thouſand men 
defeated Siſera, the Canaanitiſh General, and his 
numerous Hoſt ſtrengthned with nine hundred cha- 
riots of iron. Siſera fled for his life, he left his 
chariot, ran on foot to the valley of Zaznaim, 
and hid himſelf in the tent of Jael, faint and dy- 
ing with fatigue, totally exhauſted, Siſera 
begged of. her a draught of water, and Jael 
-brought him a bottle of milk, Siſera ſwooned and 
fell into a ſleep, Jael availed herſelf of the mo- 
ment, ſtruck a nail into his temple, and he was 
inſtantly dead. Barak purſued his viQory, 
marched his ſpirited troops to the City of Hazor 
_ here Jabin kept his court, took the City, enter- 
ed itin triumph and put all the inhabitants to the 
CCword. 


Ys2 YO Iſrael 
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* "Afrael 4 now reſumed its fertility and: ſplendour 
"under Deborah the Propheteſs, who was inveſted 


with the ſupreme authority and proclaimed fourth 


Judge of Iſrael. On- this glorious victory and. 
ſignal deliverance, ſhe compoſed a beautiful and 


| triumphant ode, brilliant with lively figures, with 
ſadden, quick and elegant tranſitions, and high 


ſublimity : full of the ideas of her triumph, and 
tranſported with her viftory, Deborah addrefles 
her ſoul in a moſt beautiful exclamation ; the ex- 


ploit of Jael here lives for cver, a noble effort of 


courage and conduQ ; the fondneſs of the Mother 


of Siſera, her impatience, her inquiries, her an- 


ſwers, her workings of ſuſpence, her hopes and 


fears are all highly pitureſque. The Ode was 
deſigned to be ſung in parts, and the laſt verſe in 


chorus, to impreſs the ſtronger on the mind, the 
ideas of Omnipotence, the ardours of patriotic 
Zeal, and the overflowings of gratitude. 


Under Deborah the land had reſt forty years, 


but after her death Iſrael ſoon revolted, was 


again in bondage and ſorely harraſſed by the Midi- 
anites, they enſlaved them ſeven years more, the 
Ifraelites now could only find ſhelter and ſifety : 
among their ſtrong Holds, the clefts and caverhs 


Deborah Fourth J udpe. 
_——_ P of 


_ of the rocks, where-ever they had planted afid 


fowed their enemies gathered and reaped and poſ.. 


ſefſed themſelves of their crops, and. of all © 
fruits of their labour. 


| God now kindly ſent a Prophet to convince 
and reclaim his people, to repreſent to them the 
baſeneſs of their ingratitude and idolatry, the 
evident ſources of all their thraldom and ſuffer- | 
ings. Ater He had thus admoniſhed and con- 
deſcendingly reaſoned with Iſrael; God made 
choice of Gideon and called him forth as | their 
champion and Delivertr.  -. 


' In the fimplicity and from the neceſſty of the 
times, to preſerve his little ſtock of corn, Gideon 
| vas threſhing it himſelf. On the threſhing floor. 
when he was privately ſhut up, an Angel appear-' 
ed, and he ſaluted Gideon by the honourable 
title of the Saviour of Iſrael: the Angel then told 
him, his wiſhed-for freedom God was now about 
| togive. Gideon, an experienced warrior, de- 
jected. and groaning under the ſufferings of his 
_ country, ſays, © O my Lord, if the Lord be with 
- us why has all this befallen us, are we notin the 
hand of Midian ? the Angel with a placid coun- 
tenance betokening comfort, looked ſteadily on 


_ Gideon and He ſaid; | 
Go 


C66 } 


- * Go in this my might—thou ſhalt ſave Iſracl | 


 —have not I ſent thee? Gideon ſtill miſtruſting, 


humbly replied, « O my Lord wherewith? my fa-. 
mily1 is the meaneſt in Manaſleh, and I the leaſt in 

my Fathers houſe.” The Angel now tells him, as 
caſily ſhalt thou deſtroy the Hoſt of Midian, as if 


they were One man, and by various miracles con-- 


deſcendingly and repeatedly performed, the An- 


gel convinced Gideon, God had heard the cry of. 


his People, their long wiſhed-tor freedom was in- 
deed at hand, | 


On that very night God. commanded Gideoa 
to gohimſelf and deſtroy the Altar and cut down the 


_ Grove of Baal, the ſad ſource of Iſraels Idolatry, 


and afterwards with only a handful of men Gideon 


| gained a complete viftory over all the combined 


Armies of their oppreſlors, and Iſrael was laden 
with the ſpoil, 


'The night before this total overthrow of Midian 
the Angel -appeared again at the camp of Iſrael 
and he ſaid to Gideon, if thou yet fear to go down 
behold I will give thee one proof more. Take 
Phurah thy ſervant and go down with him alone to 


"the enemies camp, and Gideon went down, and 
_ the Midianites; Amalekites and their allies lay all 


along in the valley like graſhoppers for multitude 
and their Camels were without number, as ſand oa 
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the ſea ſhore. Gideon liſtened toa man telling his 
dream—a cake of barley (ſays he) tumbled into 
the Hoſt and fell upon a tent, and overturned it, 
and the Tent lay all along—his fellow anſwered, 
_ _ tis ſurely the ſword of Gideon, God hath delivered 
us into their hands : Gideon delighted at his heart, 
fell down and worſhipped, He returned to'the 
camp of Iſrael, ariſe, ariſe, God hath delivered 
into your hands the Hoſt of Midian ; highly fanci- 
ful and entertaining is Gideons onſet, with only 
three hundred men with flaming torches at firſt 
concealed in pitchers, and they all blew aloud 
their trumpets (that they might be thought a mighty 
_ Hoſt and theſe only their harbingers and torch- 
| beaxers) and at the dead of night wy” ramen 
into the enemies camp, crying out aloud, , 


&K The vuord of the Lord an of Gideon.” 


In the utmoſt terror they fell fighting with one 
another, every mans ſword againſt his fellow, thus 
| furious and frantic they ran and fled ; Oreb and 
Zeeb two illuſtrious Princes they ſlew as they were 
- purſuing Midian, and they brought both their 

heads and preſented them to Gideon, | 


« Gideon returned from Battle before the Sun 
5 Waup, 


Al 
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All Tfrael now affembled, and inveſted Gideon, 


with the Supreme Authority under the ule of | 


Sfth Judge over Iſrael, 


| tho their ſecurity would alone depend on their 
Divine ProteQor.,. 


Gideon maintained his Dignity forty years du- 
ring all which time no enemy moleſted them. He 


died ina good old age and left AT In proſperity 
_ andat peace. 


Ina very thort FR WTO TONY this expe-. 


| vienced General and-good- Fudge were'foon forgot; 


the 'Iſraelites again 'became 1dolaters, they wor- 


ſhipped .Baalim-aad-'the hoſt-of *Heaven, with the 


 baſeſt ingratitude they repaid the Piety, Valour, and 


| good government of their Judge. 


' Abimeleck ſucceeded to the Dignity, was inveſt? 


ed with the ſupreme Authority, and moſt fadly, He 


diſgraced i it, Abimeleck was a natural fon by.a 


concubine, highly artful, of a cruel baſe and in- 
triguing diſpoſition. He uſurped his Fathers g9= 
" vernment, and the very firſt exerciſe of his autho- 
Tity was to deſtroy almoſt, all his Fathers family, 
_ Gut of ſeventy Sons of Gideon, ſixty nine brozhers 


Gideon Fifth Judge.  Abimeleck, vixth, 
| were 


Gideon arincs the engnin; but he affured - 
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were lain, Totham was the youngeſt of them all, 
this young Prince only eſcaped, and after his wiſe, 
ſevere and ever memorable ſpeech hetfled away to 


| Beer, a City on the northern frontiers in the tribe 


of Judah, but one which had not acknowledged 
the authority of Abimeleck and would not ſware 
allegiance. 


The heck of this ſpirited youth, '{o harraſſed 


and diſappointed, wiſely repreſents the Vanity of 
baſe men in power, and while it upbraids the 


folly and weakneſs of his Countrymen, it fore- 


| ſhews their ruin; in very forcible language it tells 
them, that worthleſs men are the fondeſt of 


Power, the wiſe and good decline rule, and 
give the firſt preference to native eaſe and free- 
dom; The vanity of men of the former Cha- 
rater is elegantly deſcribed, and made ENEODYy 
ridiculous : S. 


" And the Bramble ſaid if in truth ye annoint 
«* me King, come and put your truſt in my 
« ſhadow, and if not, let fire come out of 


« the Bramble and devour the Cedars of Le- 
«c banon : Is 


The fire of the Bramble, (lo ſhort and momen- 


tary in the Eaſtern Countries,) was to burn up 


the tall Cedars, his new lubzetts, unleſs they. 
Yol. I. Z. would 
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would} all come under his ſhade, and bal their 
truſt in him. 


A City of Judah, named Thebez, revolted 
from his Government ; Abimeleck marched with 


his Army, encamped before it and laid cloſe 


Siege, but while he was ſtorming the Garriſon, a 


Woman rolled down a huge ſtone from a Tower, 


and ſtruck him on the head; Abimeleck unwil- 


ling to die by the hands of a woman, commanded _ 


his Armour-bearer to diſpatch him, and he was 
inſtantly obeyed. 


| _ Abimeleck was'the only one who uſurped and 
diſgraced the Title and the Dignity, and He 


held the Government about three years. 


Tolar the ſon of Puah and grandſon of Dodo, 
an illuſtrious family, of the Tribe of Iffachar 
ſucceeded Abimeleck, a much more amiable and 
worthy Charatter, Tolar Judged Iſrael 


three and twenty years, He kept his Court at 
Shamir on Mount Ephraim where Tolar died, 
and they buried him in the City of Shamir; 
during the life-time of this Judge, we do not 


read of any enemies opprefling the Iiraelites. 


Jair the Gileadite, a wealthy man of that 


Tolar the Seventh Judge. Jair the Eighth, 
Os x of 
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part of the Tribe of Manaſſeh, which dwelt 
on the other fide Jordan, was next inveſted 


with the Government, after the death of Tolar. 


Jair poſſeſſed a very large Territory in the land 
of Gilead, in which were no leſs than thirty Cities 


_ and the tra&t of Country went by the name of the. 
_ Hamlets of Jair. This Judge had thirty 
' Sons, to each of which he allotted one of his 


Cities; and in order to ſhew their high 
ſtile of Life, pre-eminence, and grandeur, the 
TER adds : Tf 


__« Fachof the Sons of Jair "5 op on an Aﬀe” s 
xc Colt, y | 


A diſtinguiſhed Honour in thoſe days. 


Jair judged Iſrael two and twenty years; He 
then died and was buried in the City of Camon. 


The ingratitude and Idolatry of the Iſraclites 
renewed their troubles ſoon after the death of 
this laſt Judge, and they were again in bondage 
and ſore oppreſſed by the Philiſtines and Ammon 
eighteen years. They had been expreſsly and 
repeatedly forbid to make 'any Alliance, league, 
-or covenant with their idolatrous neighbours ; 
notwithſtanding which, the Inhabitants of the 
Towns and Cities they had taken, were only 

- made tributary ; they held intercourſe with them ; 
Sn 1d 
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and thus violated the inſtruQtions and expreſs | 
commands given them, and now ſuffered ſorely 
for diſobedience. This was their Fifth '"Thral- 
dom fince the death of Joſhua. To fiop the 


' rapid progreſs and ſlaughter of Ammon, who with 


their formidable Armies had already paſled over 


Jordan in order to meet the united forces of 
Judah and Benjamin, and thoſe of the Houle of 


Ephraim. The Iſraelites, terrified and alarmed, 
aſſembled themſelves at Mizpeh, their place of 


worſhip, and they here fell on their faces, and 
moſt devoutly addreſſed themſelves to God : 


&« O God we have ſinned, we have finned, 
« we have forſaken thee our God, and ſerved 
© Bal, Dr Wn 


God was angry with Iſrael, and moſt patheti- 
cally He threatens, reproves, and condeſcends 
to reaſon with them : 


* Go and cry to the Gods, ye have choſen, 
let them deliver you in time of trouble.” 


Iſrael cried out the more, we have ſinned, 
we have finned; and they put away their 
ſtrange Gods, and again and again right car- 
neltly cried to God, and He heared their cry 
and compaſſonated the ſorrows of his People. 


On 
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On account of their obſtinacy and Idolatry 
God had not favoured them now, as on former 
occaſions, by electing them a Judge, under their 
very preſſing grievances and neceſſities, the 
| Ifraclites with the enemy at their gates were 
compelled to look out for a General, and they 
ſent an invitation to a man of mighty valour, 
| Tephthah the Gilcadite, and they offered him the 
Command of all the Forces, and the Supreme 
Authority and Dignity of Judge. Jephthah was 

at that time Captain and Chief of a Banditti, 
principally Aliens and Fugitives, diſtinguiſhed 
for their courage and valour ; Jephthah received 
their meſſage with diſtruſt, and refuſed all their 
offers, until they had confirmed to him the 
Supreme Authority by ſolemn Qath, and ſwore: 
Allegiance. Jephthah then came forward, and 
put himſelf at their Head. He diſpatched a | 
flag of Truce to Ammon. The Ammonites 
treated his propoſals with ſovereign diſdain, 
- Ammon was bent on Conqueſt. The Spirit of 
| the Lord 1s now ſaid to have come on Jephthah, 
and he paſſed with his Army over Gilead and 
 Manaſſeh, and over Mizpeh, and from Mizpeh-. 
Gilead he paſſed over to Ammon. Jephthah 
had levied a vaſt Army, commanded them him- 
ſelf, and encamped infull front of the Enemy. In- 
tmidated and alarmed Jephthah in ſuperſtitious 

=" Mu 
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fear vowed a ſolemn vow, juſt at the moment of 
engaging : if God would bleſs him and rake him 
victorious, the firſt hving thing he ſhould meet 
coming out of his houſe on his return home, he 
would deyoutly offer up in ſacrifice. The Am- 
monites were totally routed, and Ifraci was laden 
with their ſpoils, but his Daughter, a virgin ex- 
quiſitely beautiful, and his only child, proved 
the unhappy vittim of the Fathers raſh and in- 
conſiderate vow. The highly welcome news of 
the victory had reached her cars, to grace her 
Fathers triumph, in joy aud extacy ſhe ran out, 
headed a company of maidens elegantly at- 
_ tired, and with timbrells and dances, expreſſive 
of dutiful reſpeQ and filial joy ; while they were 
thus tranſported and employed, ſhe proved the 
innocent but unhappy object, on which Jephthah 
caſt his eyes, and thereby doomed his Daughter 
to deſtruction. 


Jephthah rent his cloaths, and with the livelieft 
_ expreſſions of ſorrow, he diſcloſed his raſhneſs 
_ and the fatal ſecret; 


« Alas, alas my Daughter, thou haſt brought 
« me very low—thou art one of them that trou-_ 
© bleth me. I have opened my mouth to the 
« Lord and cannot go back,” 


Hig 


&. 


His amiable Daughter heard it patiently, and, 
with a firm compoſure dutifully and affeQtionately 
rephed— 


« O my Father ſince the Lord has taken Venge- 
*< ance on thine enemies, even on Ammon, do 
* unto me according to all thou haſt vowed.” 


His daughter only requeſted a reſpite of twa- 
months to retire in ſolitude to the mountains, 
iogether with her maidens and there bewail her 
virginity, at the expiration of that time ſhe Punc- , 
| tually returned to her F ather. 


Jephthah's condua ſtrongly exhibits the religi- 
ous reverence with which an oath was then reſ- 
petted, | and how he conſidered himſelf as bound 
to give up every conſideration, rather than vio- 


late the ſolemn engagement he bad. made with 
God. 


It was ever after a cuſtom in Lirael, that the 
Daughters of Iſrael, went yearly, four days in a 
year, to lament for the daughter of Jephthah the 
Gilcadite the Iſraelitiſh Judge. 


Some have thought that ſhe was offered UP as 
a ſacrifice, but others more probably that hig 
daughter was given to the Lord in perpetuity, as 


a deyoted 
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a devoted thing, and ſhe conſents to the vow, 


not to he flain nor to be a burnt offering, but a 
ſervant of the Tabernacle, an attendant on the 


High-Prieſt and to die in that ſtate. The Ifſrae- 


lites greateſt happineſs was in their children, 
every woman hoped the Meſſiah might be born of 
her, and hence the great ſorrow, diſgrace and. 


mortification of being childleſs. 


Jephthah ruled Iſrael fix years, He died at 
that time and was buried in one of the Cities of 


Gilead. 


 Ibſan a native of Bethlehem was the tenth 
Judge of Iſrael. This Prince had fixty ſons and 
daughters, and as a numerous iſſue was confider- 
ed a high honour and a peculiar blefling of Pro-. 


_ vidence, this Judge was greatly bleſſed. He lived 
to ſee them all ſettled and married, ſo that Ibſan 


had an hundredand twenty ſons and daughters, and 
ſons and daughters in law, beſides grand-children. 


Ibſan governed 1frael ſeven years and was 
ſucceeded by Elon of the tribe of Zebulun. 


Elon judged Iſrael ten years at which time he 
dicd and WwaS buried 1 in Ajjalon in his own Tribe. 


Ibſan Tenth Judge. Elon Kremh: 
Abdon 


( 169 T- 


Abdon ſon of Hillel of the tribe of Eihraks 
was twelfth Judge of Iſrael, and after poſleſſing 
the Dignity eight years, He died and left forty 
ſons and thirty grandſons, and theJSeventy all of 
them rode on Aſſes Colts, after the manner of the 
great and wealthy men 1n Iſrael, for in the ſim= 
plicity of thoſe times, afles were eſteemed a very 
valuable part of their ſubſtance. 


Abdon was buried: in Pirathon, in the land 
of Ephraim, on the mount of the Amalckites. 


At the time of Abdon's death, Eli, a younger 
branch of the houſe of Aaron, was High-Prieft 
and he ſucceeded to the Dignity of Judge. 


Eli was the firſt among the Iſraelites who joined; 
the Supreme Authority and Title of Judge to the 
High-Prieſthood. He was a Prince of a very 
caly and moſt indolent diſpoſition, negleQful of 
his Government and very remiſs in his Family, 

His two Sons were Vicious, haughty, tyranical 
and ambitious, but Eli never choſe to be at: the 
trouble of reproving them; ſuch weak indulgence 
proved | the ſad ſource both of the Father's ruin 2 and 
ns SONS. 


Abdon Twelfth Judge. Eli Thirtcenth. 
b/w — RR | Atew 
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Afﬀew months only after Eli had been inveſted witti 
the Government, the Iſraelites again Idolaters 
were puniſhed for their ingratitude and impiety, 
and in bondage again to the Philiftines. This was 
Tfraels fixth Thraldom. Inſufferable were their 


hardſhips and opprefſion, but the ſad ſeverity 


proved the means of bringing them back to therr 


_ duty, and of reclaiming them, moſt earneſtly they 


addrefſed themſelves in prayer, and God now 


raiſed up for Iſrael a moſt wonderful Champion 


and Deliverer. An Angel appeared to his Mo- 
ther, who was then an old woman and always re- 


puted tohave been barren, and afterwards the ſame 


Angel appeared to Monoah the Father, and foretold 
the birth of Sampſon to them both. The Angel 
laid a ſtrif prohibition on the Mother, and it was 


to extend to the Son. Monoah was of the tribe, 
_ of Dan and his Fathers name was Zorah. The 

younger part'of Sampſon's life is unnoticed, we hear 
nothing of him until he ſet out on a journey. to 
Timnah, a city in his own tribe, but now in the 
hands of the Philiſtines, Sampſon met in his way 
a young Lion roaring for his prey, and hjs en- 
counter with him, gave Sampſon a pleaſing proof 

of his amazing ſtrength, for though unarmed he 
killed the Lion and flung its carcaſe into a hollow 
*n the road ſide, ſome months after paſling. that _ 


E! and Sampſon, Judges, 


road 
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road again, a hive of bees had taken polices a 
the carcaſs, and it contained much honey. 
While at the City of Timnah, Sampſon fell in 
love with a Philiſtine damſe], and as ſoon as he 
returned home, he named his attachment to bis 
' Parents, and he ſaid, 


T . pray you get her me to wife,” 


The requeſt ſurprifed both F ather and Mother, 
and they ſaid, 


« Is there no women among the Daughters of : 
Wn thy Brethren that you chuſe a wife from among 
<« the Philiſtines ?” 


Sampſon pleaded his ſtrong attachment, nay. 
Father, this Woman pleaſeth me well, I pray you 
get her me. The Sons importunity at length pre- 
vailed, after ſeveral meetings between the fami. 
lies, Sampſon married her. At the celebration of 
 his' Nuptaals, after the faſhion of the times, a 
- train of no leſs than thirty young men were afſem- | 

bled every day in high feſtivity, and the principal 
Brideſman was called the Bridegrooms friend, in | 
: their Jollity and merriment, asa trial of ſagacity, Es 
_ riddle was propoſed, and it was then a very uſual 
| Mode of laying a wager. Each of the company 
preſent ſhould give Sampſon a ſhirt and a ſuit of 
Aa?z _ raiment. 
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raiment, if they could not unravel his riddle, but 


| incaſe they did, each was to receive the ſame for- 


feit from the bridegroom. 
Sampſon's riddle Was, 
« Food came from the devourer, and ſweetneſs 


fr rom that which 1s eager and ſharp,” 


"The Bride kept worrying Sampſon alas and 
day for ſeven days and ſeven nights (the time theſe 
feſtivals laſted) for an explanation, and at length 
tired to death with her never-ceaſing importunity 


| Sampſon told it his wife, and ſhe terrified to death - 


revealed the ſecret to her Countrymen, who had 


__ poſitively declared they would burn her alive and 


all her Fathers houſe, in caſe ſhe could not get 
her huſband to unravel his Riddle, 


T he laſt day of the Feaſt Sampſon aſked for an 
cxPHRnaOn, and the young men anſwered, 


« What 1s fironger than a Lion? what i 1s  ſweet- 
* ex than honey: Of 


, 


Sampſon told them inftantly whence they ac- 


quired their knowledge, and in order to make | 
good his promiſe and pay his wager, Sampſon 


ſet out and went to Aſhkelon, a city at ſome diſ- 
tance, but not far from Jeruſalem, and He there 


flew thirty of the Philiſtines, and delivered up to 


the 
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the thirty young men, the thirty changes of rai«_ 
ment, ſhirts and all. | 


Some time after availing himſelf of Sampſons dh 
ſencefrom Timnah, his Father-in-law, who paid no 
regard to principle or honour, diſpoſed again of his 
daughter, and married her toanother man. Samp= 
ſon paſſionately furious, ſtudying only his revenge, 
et out and caught a number of young foxes, 
with which that country was ſorely infeſted, and 
tying ſeveral of them together by the tails and 
firebrands flaming between them, he drove three 
hundred of them among the ſtanding corn juſt now 
ripe for harveſt, and others he turned into the 
Vineyards, and Olive grounds, and deſtroyed the . 
produce of their lands, The inhabitants were 
all in an uproar, and ſuſpeRing the Father to'be 
the aggreſlor, they burnt down his houſe to the 
ground andevery thing belonging to him. 5 


| Judah was at this time tributary and under the 
_ Philiſtine yoke, the Iſraelites dreading the conſe- 
quences, were ſore affraid, and ſtood expefting 
every moment the wrath and vengeance of their 
Maſters, Sampſon in order to conceal himſelf had 
gone up to Etam, andclimbed aſteep rock to getout 
of their reach, The Iſraclites no leſs than three 
thouſand of them followed him, and there repre- 
ſenting their danger, made a league with Sampſon, 
RO expoſtulated 
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expoſtulated with him, and brought RI Land 
| hand and foot to a City of the Philiſtines, and led 
him before the Magiſtrates. The Philiſiines over- 
| Joyed thouted aloud at the ſight of Sampſon, but he 
ſnapping his cords aſunder, and ſeeing on the. 
ground the jaw bone of an Aſs, he took it up and 
flew with it one thouſand of the Philiſtines. Thus . 
literally fullfilling a prediQion, 


« One man of you ſhall chaſe a thouſand.”* | 


Not very long after this ſlaughter, as he was 
walking in the ſtreets of Gaza, the Gazites ſeeing 
him in their City, ſhut up their gates, ſet a ſtrong 
.guard, ordered a double watch and Sampſon to 
be ſecured, but Sampſon riſing at midnight un. 
hinged and unbolted the maſſy gates of Gaza, 
and took poſts and gates and bars and carried them 


_ off on his ſhoulders OERg” the bill towards 
Hebron, - 


By the inſinuating Arts, intrigues, and con- | © 
trivances of Delilah his miſtreſs, Sampſon was at 
length worried out of his ſecret and bereaved of 
his ſtxength, he confeſſed to her truly (but not un- 
tl he had attempted many evaſions) it was 
conneRted with the hair of his head, and while he 
was confidentially ſleeping in her lap, ſhe with © 


a pair of [cifſors cut it cloſe off, and accepted of 4 


the 
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the Magiſtrates oy " is; a bribe of cleven. 
hundred Peers of Silver. 


"Upon an Event ſo deftruQive to his "IN 
- and to all further reſiſtance, Sampſon became an 
eaſy Capture to his Enemies, and the Magiſtrates 
inſtantly ordered both his Eyes to be ſtruck out, 
| heavy fetters of braſs to be faſtened on him, and - 


employed him as a Grinder in the Priſon-houſe. 


At a grand Jubilee when all their Princes and 
the Philiſtine Nobility, together with many thou- 


ſands were met together on a ſpacious and moſt - 
- magnificent Amphitheatre, celebrating a high Fef- 


 tival in honour of their Gods, in their Jollity and 


Wd 


merriment, they ſent to the Priſon-houle ' and ; 


- ordered forth blind Sampſon, once ſo much their 
dread, now their ſport and derifion. His hair 


_ was much grown, and with it he' found his 


| ſtrength returning. Sampſon ſo contrived as to 
. be led near the center of the building, and un. 
derneath it, then fixing himſelf round two of its 
main Pillars, He pulled this immence pile of 
building. on himſelf and buried their Princes and 
all their Nobles and: men thouſands in its ruins. 


'So ſpacious is fail to have been this amazing | 
Theatre that noleſs than three. thouſand were | 


HONG on the top of it, 


Sampſon's. 


DANG oo 5 WD AEEDIEr  ats7 to parte IVY EIA = Re i Ar BET per Lee "CO Pt ee 5 As 12s A net 


( x96 
' *Sampſon's Brethren and all the houſe of his 
Father came down and dug his Body from out 
the ruins, and brought it up and buried it be- 


' tween Zorah and Eſtaol, in the burying place | 
of Manoah his Father. 


Sanipſon was Judge of Iſrael twenty years with , 
Eli the High-Prieſt, ſharing together with him 
the Government, and Eli carried it on twenty 


' years more aſter the Death of this very won- 


derful Champion. We read with ſurprize the 


 Ingratitude of the Iſraelites, and that they did not 


ſhake off their ſhameful yoke under this Illuſtrious 


| Danite, but till more that they ſhould bind their . 


Judge and Avenger, and treacherouſly give him 
up to their Tyrants and Oppreflors, as if 'he 
had been the betrayer and not the Guardian and 


Deliverer of his Country. 


The appearance of an Angel, more than once, 
to notify. the birth of Sampſon, and give direc. 
tions to his Father and Mother reſpeCting him ; 
the Angels aſcent, ſo viſible, in a bright flame of 
fire ; the early proofs of amazing ſtrength ; the 
celebration of Samſon's wedding ; his famous 
Riddle ſo artfully blinded; his aſtoniſhing feats ; 
the bloody ſlaughter of the Philiftines, and fatal 
Deftruftion of them at his Death, are all a curious 


train of Anecdotes very intereſting and wonder- | 
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ful, and they fell out about the year of the World 


| 2887. 


Sampſon proved a ſevere ſcourge and a power- 
ful check to the pride of the Philiſtines, diſtin. 


guiſhed for his patriotiſm, courage and ftrength 


of body, and God choſe to annex this laſt to his 
hair, and make the continuance of the one de= 
pendent on the preſervation of the other, being 


the mark of his confſecration as a Nazarite. We 


muſt ſeriouſly condemn Sampſon's blind confi- 
dence and criminal infatuation, and lament the 
want of. dignity and ſad diſtrattion during his 
Government, and the unprecedented ſlaughter at 


his death. 


Some of the Judges are -honourably ſpoken of 


by the Apoſtle Paul: * The time would fail me 
| to tell of Gideon and of Barak and of Sampſon 


and of Jephthah, of David allo and of Samuel, 
who through Faith ſubdued Kingdoms, wrought 
Righteouſneſs, obtained Promiſes, ſropped the 
Mouth of Lions, waxed Valiant in fight, and 
turned to flight the armies of Aliens.” | 


Between the reigns of their Judges the Iſraclites 
at times. utterly abandoned the worſhip of God, 
lived without Government without Law. Such 


want of Authority favoured the perpetration of 
OM. EE, > 
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ſome. of . the, blackeft; mot odious and horrible 


 tranſa&tions, the Idolatry of Micah and firange 
intercommunity of his Religion, the invaſion of | 
the Danites, diſtreſsful baſe and cruel murders, 


the enormous crimes of the Iſraelites and the Ben- 
Jamites in particular, which are here moſt tragi- 
cally and diſgracefully recorded. 


After the death of Sampſon, El: maintained the 


Supreme Authority alone, indolent in his Go- 
vernment and remiſs in his Family, his conduaQ 
was ſadly defeQive, but He ſtill maintained the 


Title of Judge together with the Dignity of the 
High- Prieſthood twenty years longer, and his 


| People were the whole time tributary and under | 
bondage to the Philiſtines. 


At this time the Iſraelites made a ſpirited 
ſtruggle for their Liberty—a bloody battle was 


| fought, the Ark of God was ran away with by 


the Philiſtine army. Eli in great diſtreſs ſeated 
himſelf at the City-gate to hear the earlieſt news 
of the engagement, it was here told him, the bat- 
tle was loſt, his two Sons-both of them ſlain, and 
the Ark of God carried off in triumph; on hear- 
Ing this laſt the good old man was ſtruck dumb, 


became quite ſenſcleſs, fell from off | his ſeat, 
broke hs neck and died wnitantly. 


The 
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The reigns of the Judges together with the in. 


tervening years of ſlavery and bondage (during 


which time they were almolt without Government, ) 
make up a period of three hundred and ſeventeen 
years. From the year of the World 26 2 to 
2929. 


The book is thought to have been wrote by 
Samuel, in Ramoth-Gilead, aſter he had drokgued 
up his Government to Saul. 


The Iſraelites inveſted their Taders with the 
Supreme Authority under certain reſtriftions and 
without the enſigns of royalty. Many of them 
were elefted by the People on the performance 
of ſome ſignal exploits, and their Government 
continued for life. 


The book is divided into two parts, the fir 


| (ending at the Sixteenth Chapter) contains an ac- 
count of the Judges from Othniel to Samplon— 
the ſecond part records the hiſtory of ſome occur- 
Tences which fell out not long after the death of 
Joſhua, but they are placed at the end of the 
| book, in order that they might not interrupt the 


courle of the hiſtory. 


' The lives of the two laſt Tudges, Eli and Sam- 
wel i 1s the ſubjett of a ſubſequent book, 


Bbz _ The 


* own eyes.” 
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'The period here recorded muſt kave ſtruck you 
with a ſtrange vicifſitude of unprecedented events, 


' many illuſtrious exploits, glaring and miraculcs 


proofs of Divine Agency conſpicuouſly diſplaying 
the Juſtice, Mercy, and condeſcention of God. 
Some mixed charatters. and very many actions 


reprehenſible. 


The book furniſhes a lively decricnivn of a 
fluctuating and unſettled Nation, a Republic at 
times without Magiſtracy, full of danger and dil- 


tration. Few Prophets inſtrufted or controuled 


them, * the high-ways were un-occupied, the tra- 


. © yellers walked through bye-ways, and the book 
_ * concludes, in thoſe days there was no King in 


< Iſrael, every man did that which was right in his 


After the death of Eli an inter-regnum took 


place, in which the Iſraclites had no civil Magiſ- 
 trate at all for twenty years and ſeven months, at 
which time, Samuel the Prophet that amiable and 
highly exalted charafter took upon himfelf the 


Government, by his prudence and exertion He 


reſcued Iſrael from ſlavery and afſumed the Title 
_ of Judge. With afliduity and irreproachable 
Integrity, S; Samuel maintained the Diguity twenty 


"Gil Fourteenth Judge. 
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years, at which time the People demanded a King, 
the Governinent became Monarchical, and Sam- 
ae}, without one ſpark of ambition reſigned up his 


Authority to Saul, es Re 
| able! 


the Hiſtory, between the book of Judges and 


exattneſs and preciſion to aſcertain the Pedigree 


HE Book of Ruth contains a privite and 
_ domeſtic Hiſtory of two very amiable 
Women, and takes its.N ame from « one of them. 


The Events probably fell out much earlier, 
but are here recorded to preſerve the thread of 


the firſt book of Samuel, and alſo with more 


of the Meſliah. 


' Obed the on of Boaz, was the Father of 
Jeſſe, the F ather of David. The Hiſtory is a 
SORIA) unadorned picture of Nature, affeQ. 
C44 ingly- 


Q 
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ingly told, with many maſterly ftrokes, highly 
intereſting and entertaining : A celebrated Poet 
has ſhewn great judgment, and afforded much 
pleaſure by the choice of the ſubje&, and his 
very elegant manner of telling the ſtory. 


Naomi a Widow in a ſtrange Country, to 
which ſhe had been driven by a famine in her 


_ own, reſolved on her return to Bethlehem, to 


her native Town and Kindred, and ſhe ſet out 
on her journey, accompanied by her two 


_ daughters-in-law, who now were alſo Widows, 


and very deſirous of going with her. 


Naomi was quite diſtreſſed they ſhould leave 


all their friends and their Father's houſe, and 


ſhe pathetically diſſuades and preſſes them to 
return back, ſtrongly and affettionately pleading 
the proſpet before them of marrying again, and 


' as they were both young, of ſettling in their own 


Country ; ſuch ſettlement ſhe repreſented much 
more unlikely to take place in her's, and amongſt 
any of her kindred there; as to herſelf, they 


well knew ſhe had no more Sons to orve them, 
nor even A hut however uncheary and forlorn 


to accommodate them at Bethlehem. 


Naomi's importunity at length prevailed with 
one, the picture of poverty was too dark and 
yy deplorable 


( 184 ) 
deplorable for Orpah, and ſhe in a flood of tears 
hung on her Mother-in-law, took an affeQing 
leave and turned back to Moab, No reaſoning, 
arguments or remonſtrance, no perſuafion what-- 
ever could prevail with Ruth ; with tears and 
intreaties irreſiſtibly expreſſive, ſhe clung round 
Naomi—death only lhould ever part them, the 


| God of Naomi ſhould be the God of Ruth for 
ever and for ever— © Whither thou goeſt 1 


will go—where thou lodgeſt 1 will lodge—thy 
People, my People — thy God, my God.” 


| Naomi kept fruitleſsly exhibiting the many wants 


and miſeries they ſhould be expoſed to, and againſt 
which there was no providing, and in vain ſhe 


| pointed out the prudent example of Orpah, Thus 
affeQionately they journeyed day after day uatil 


they arrived at Bethlehem. It was the place. of 
Naomi's nativity, and ſhe had long lived in plenty 


and hoſpitality there. The people, and many who 


remembered her, came out to ſee Naomi—alas, 
is this Naomi? the wife of Elimelech, who lived 


in ſuch plenty and ſhew—Ruth tender and piteous 
feels all the diſtreſs of her mother—our conveni.. 
ences (ſays ſhe) muſt depend on ourſelves—our 


daily bread be earned from our daily labour— 
it is the beginning of Harveſt, you Mother, are 
weary and overcome by your Sorrows—I am 


able to go and gather what I can from the 
F ield. 
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field. - Kinſman of Flimeleck a mighty man of 
wealth named Boaz, as he farmed his own lands, 
was watching the reapers, ſeeing the Damſel, he 
enquired who ſhe was, and they told him a Moa- 
biteſs who had journeyed from Moab with Naomi, 
ſhe had begged leave of them to gather, and glean 
from the reapers, and (ſay they) ſhe has been with 
us all day: hearing all this Boaz goes up to her 
and told her, he had noticed her dutiful attend- 
ance, and affeQionate care of her Mother-in-law, 
and deſired her henceforward to keep always 1 in 
company with his maidens— 


« Go not I charge you to PEEL any other fietds, 
© neither go ye from hence, abide faſt by my 
* maidens, I have ordered my young men, none 
© of them to moleſt you, when thirſty go to the | 
« veſſels, and 9rink of that which the young men 

* have drawn. ” 


With ſilent ſweetneſs 4 + wade, Ruth orate- 
fully accepted the kindneſs, and courteſy of Boaz, 
he had now an opportunity of ſeeing her perſon, 
and being {truck by her behaviour, Boaz further 
told her, he underſtood ſhe was come here a ſtran- 

ger, and far from her own country, that ſhe had 
| piouſly reſolved to place herſelt under the protec- 
tion and guidance of the God of Lirael, he com- 
mended her condutt, ſolemnly he prayed God to. 
;Fot-1, p v0: bleſs 


and moſt bapplly { ſucceeded, 
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bleſs her, and reward. a diſpoſition fo dutiful and 
praiſe-worthy. | Boaz on meeting her again, he 
bid her conſider herſelf as one of his People, to 
eat of the bread and dip her morſel in the vinegar 
at meal-times, and fit chearfully beſide the rea-. 
pers, and he reached her himſelf parched corn and 


ſhe eat, and was ſatisfied, and left. After this he 
admitted her to glean among the ſheaves, and 


commanded his reapers purpoſely to let fall 
ſome handsful, that ſhe might pick up. Ruth 


| was now able to carry home no leſs than an 


Ephah of barley; full of joy and tender affec- 
tion ſhe brought it home to Naomi, told her of 
all the great kindneſs and humanity ſhe had re- 
ceived, and the name of my Benefaftor (ſays ſhe) 
was Boaz—Naomi exclaimed 1 in a tranſport, 


« The man is near akin to us, my beloved 
* Ruth.” 


During both the barley, and the wheat harveſt, 
Ruth continued to follow after the reapers all 
day, and every evening carried home her glean- 
ings, and returned to Naomi. Affiduouſly 
thoughtful, the Mother was wiſhing and contriv- 
Ing how ſhe might beſt reward the tender and du. 
tiful affeQtion of Ruth, and at length ſhe wiſely 
laid a plan to engage her Kinſman to marry her, 


The 


ew > . « 


; # 


TW) 
The ftory pleaſingly concludes with the mar. 
riage.of Boaz to Ruth, and ſhe bore him a ſon 
named Obed, and he WAS the Father of Jeſle, the 
Father of David. 


| N a20mi. was invited to live with Boaz and her. 
Daughter-in-law, and ſhe became ; an affeCtionate 
nurle to her SON. | 


A Pi&ure of Nature ſurely in its higheſt re- 
finement—Naomi and Ruth are all tenderneſs and 
friendſhip, and affords us an evident proof that 
no difference of ſentiment or age, can overbear 
the ſtrong impulſe of kindred affeQion. 


Ruth clave to Naomi, her ſoul was knit to the 
ſoul of her Mother-in-law, the miſery of want, 
no difference in religion, nor the proſpe& of 
living in a country ſtrange to aer, nor the exam= 
ple of her Siſter, could induce Ruth to forſake this 
tender friend of her heart. 


Can language more ſtrongly expreſs affeQtionate 
regard? can friendſhip be more happily Cues 
fied, or more plealingly xewarded? 
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Ee; F labor eng ; digrefſion of family Anecdotes 

>» have a little interrupted the Jewiſh Hiſtory, 
but they were intended, to ſettle a very impour- 
tant Genealogy, afterwards diſtinguiſhingly glo- 
L r1OUSs, | 


A Prophet now, the wiſeſt and beſt of men 
reſumes the Hiſtory, deſcribes the Events in « 
highly pleaſing manner, and illuſtrates his charac- 
ters with beautiful ſimplicity and elegance. Sa- 
muel appeared a Prophet, when the ſpirit of Pro- 
phecy 
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_ phecy was little known, and he was called a Seer, | 


but ſo conſpicuous were his talents, and ſo ex- 


emplary his life, that © all Iſrael from Dan to 


« Beerſheþa{the two extremities of the Kingdom) 
« knew Samuel to be a Prophet of the Lord.” 


The firſt book contains a ſpace of near a cen- 


tury reckoning from the birth of Samuel, to the 
death of Saul in the year 2948, as Samuel died at 


the age of ninety-eight, and Saul about two years 
after him. 


The two books give the concluding hiſtory of 
the two laſt Judges Eli and Samuel, and the 


| Reigns of the two firſt Kings, Saul and David, to- 
; gether with the life and fatal end of Iſhboſheth. 


During the inter-regnum and ceſſation of all or- 


der and government which fell out upon the death 
of Eli, the Iſraelites were ſorely harraſſed by the 
 Philiſtines, a tyranny and perſecution which 


grew more and more oppreſſive and inſufferable. 
Samuel the Prophet became their Deliverer, 'He 
iffued out a proclamation, blew the trumpet for 
war, and aſſembled all Iſrael at Mizpeh their 


conſtant place of Worſhip. Samuel, and all the 


People here kept a ſolemn moſt religious faſt, and 
while he was making ready his ſacrifice, after He 


had SIE + a | ſucking. lamb, and \ was preparing to. 


; offer 
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offer it up, upon the Altar for a burnt-offexing, 
- the Philiſtines, jealous and enraged at their meets 
Ing; marched out in battle array with a numerous 
Hoſt and encamped within fight of the Iſraelites; 
while in high conſternation and ſorely intimidated 
Iſrael ſiood viewing this immenſe multitude,' a 
violent tempeſt with thunder, lightning and hail 
poured down from Heaven and deſtroyed the Phi= 
| liſline Hoſt, Camp and People were all ſmitten, 
and thrown into the utmoſt horror and diſtration. 
Ifracl thus inſpirited fell fiercely on them as they | 
fled, and purſued the Philiſtines even to their 
own Cities, the very gates of Bethcar and Gath, | 
On this Divine interpoſition and glorious ſuc= 
cefs, the Iſraelites inveſted Samuel with the Sus 
preme Authority, and proclaimed him Judge 
over Ifrael. By this total overthrow Samuel 
reſcued his country from the Philiſtine yoke, and 
| Þut an end to a tyranny and ſervitude which 
had laſted morethan forty years.. The Philiſtines 
| came no more into the boundaries and coaſts of 
Ifrael, but reſtored them all the Cities they had 
taken, from Ekron even unto Gath. Peace was 
now $ſabliſhed alſo with the Amorites. - i 


. Same! to perpetuate the memory .of this very 
fignal potion and glorious Deliverance 
Vol. Re EO”: 
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erefied On the field of battle, a monument of Nione, 


inſcribing i it 


CE) , * The Stone of Help.” 


Samuel was a child granted to the devout and very 


fervent prayers of his Mother, on which account 
by a moſt ſolemn vow, Hannah dedicated her ſon 
from his earlieſt life to God, and ſhe brought 
him to the Altar, and entered: him into its ſer- 
vice when he was only three years old; as he 
grew up he miniſtered to the High-Prieſt in the 
Holy FunQions, girded round with a linen Ephod 
a looſe upper Garment wore by the Prieſts, and 
he was firſt employed to open and ſhut the doors 
of the Tabernacle, Very early indeed Samuel 


received his firſt direftions and manifeſtation 
from God, and it reſpeted the houſe of Eli and 
Judgment againſt him, ©his Sons had made them- 


« ſelves vile, and Eli refrained them not.”. A 


very fignal diſplay and intimation of God's reproof 


and intentions were told by the child to Eli, and 
the High-Prieft mildly replied. © It is the Lord 


ny let Him do what ſeemeth him good,” 


' - Samuels refidence was at Ramah, from whence 


He made a yearly Circuit to Bethel, and Gilgal, 


.and Mizpeh, and judged Iſrael in all their Cities. 


By a wiſe and diligent Adminiſtration He reſtored 
on | the 
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the purity of their religious worſhip, maintained | 


order, peace and ſubordination, advancing his 
People to wealth honour and reſpetability. 


Samuel with dignity maintained his Govern= 
ment over Iſrael twenty years, at which time, 


_ though they were thus diſtinguiſhingly proſpered 


and bleſſed by his unwearied affiduity, his pious 
and amiable example, the People became cor- 


rupt and debauched, pride and ambition ſewed 


its rancorus ſeed among all ranks, attrated by 
the falſe glare, and Pageanty of a Court the Ma- 
ny lucrative places in the Houſe-hold or the State, 


naturally fond of change and eager in the purſuit 
_ of diſtinQtion and honours, the People tumultuouſ- 


ly aſſembled at Ramah and demanded of Samuel 
to ele them a King; in order to relieve himſelf 
Samuel had placed Joel and Abiah, his two Sons, 


at Beerſheba, the extremity of his Kinsdom, to 
adminiſter Juſtice and be his repreſentative, the 
People alledged againſt his Sons, that they were 


corrupt and had accepted a bribs, the Elders and | 
Rulers availing themſelves of this report con 


plained loudly of their baſeneſs and ltd, 


crying out Joel and Ahiah ſhall never ſucceed to 
| the Government, we will have a King, your Sous 
| are unworthy to rule over us. 


Samuel 


D2 
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© Samuel was much diſtreſſed and angry at their 
_ viſit, He wiſely repreſented to them; the difad- 
vantages and ſufferings they were about to incur. 
/Fhe Monarchs of the Eaſt were always arbitrary, 
| deſpotic and tyrannical, $amuel painted in gla- 
- ring colours the ambition and Ragh exerciſe of 

their Authority, 


.* He will take your Sons to drive his chari- 
* ots, and be his horſemen, and ſome ſhall run 
« before him. Captains ſhall preſide over thou- 
_* ſands, and Captains over fifties, Ye ſhall ear 
& his ground, and reap his harveſt, and make his 
F* ſpears and build his chariots. Your Daughters 
« he will take to be his ſervants, to cook his meat 
« and bake his bread: He will ſeize your fields, 
* and your Vineyards, and your Olive grounds 
« and give them to his Courtiers : your Men-ſer- 
_& vants, and your Maid-ſervants, and your good- 
 lieft young Men, and your Aſſes He will put 
* them to his work. CD 


A 
_ 


Thus Samuel cabs reaſoned with them, 
upbraided their undutifulneſs and want of grati- 
tude, nevertheleſs the People refuſed to liſten, 
| One and All cried out — « nay but we will | 
| have a King to rule over us,” 


God 
of &. ww 
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God had condeſcended to be held in the 7M 
racer of a temporal King to the Iſraelites, refid. 
_ ing (as it were) among them, and iſſuing his De- 
cree irom the Tabernacle: to require a King was 
therefore to rejett his Government, Samuel plain- 
ly ſaw the ruin and fad tendency of their mur=- 
murings and revolt : He was more and more at a | 

loſs, moſt devoutly Samuel addreſſed himſelf to 
God, and He was pleaſed condeſcendingly to tell 
His Prophet & the People are rejefting Me, 
grant them their Petition :** and now upon their 
obſtinate and very raſh perſeverance, Samuel at 
the appointment and command of God annointed 
Saul King over 1ſrael, a very tall and beautiful 
youth, one of the Sons of Kiſh and of the tribe 
of Benjamin. 


"The firſt book of Samuel relates the completi- 
on of the Prophecies, and'the remaining part of 
the hiſtory of the houſe of Eli, you will be much 
ſtruck with the weak indolent infatuation of Eh, 
ſo wiſely contraſted with the firm piety, pru- 
dence and aftive zeal of Samuel. The birth of 
Samuel, his dedication to God, and very early 
employ i in the Tabernacle: the curious anecdotes 
of Elkanah and Hannah, the Father and Mother 
of Samuel, areintereſting : and entertaining ſub- 

Jets of the firſt Chapter, In Hannah's inſpired 
Hymn | 


( 198 ) 


Hymn the word Meſſiah for the firſt time occurs 
An Scripture. Hannah here charafterizes the an- 
'nointed of the Lord, the exalted Sovereign and 
final Judge who though he had been prophelied, 

_ of, by ſeveral, had not as yet been called the 
' Meffiah. Afﬀter the hiſtory of his own Family 
| follows the deſtruftion of Phineas and Hophni the 
two Sons of the High-Prieſt, together with the 
" ſad and fatal end of the Father, who on hearing 

of the loſs of the battle, the death of both his 

; Sons, and what was {till worle, the carrying away 

_ of the Ark quite out of the country towards Aſh- 


_dod, Eli fainted, became ſenſeleſs, fell back from 
; off his ſeat and broke his neck. 


The book next records the very wonderful ſuf. 
ferings and the ſore plagues inflited on the Phi- 
liſtines, while they kept poſſefſion of the Ark: 
they looked upon the Ark as a vanquiſhed Cap- 
tive to their own tutelary God, They trium- 

phantly placed it in his Temple before Dagon, a 
monument of his Viftory : 7the day following when 
they reſorted to the Temple, to ſay their morn- 
ing prayers, Dagon was lying proſtrate on the 
ground, and they religioully replaced their God. 
"The day after Dagon was found again on the 
ground and broke to pieces... The Philiſtines 
choſe yet to retain the Ark, in hopes of acquiring | 


the 


df 


109. y 


the Favour of fo; th a Deity, But the "OM 
of Aſhdod declared it ſhould not abide with them, 
the hand of the God of Ifrael was lifted up againſt | 
them and againſt Dagon: in a religious proceſſion 
they ſent it to the City of Gath, but it made the 
ſame ſad havock in Gath, a deſolating peſtilence- 
raged through their City and deſtroyed its: inbabi- 
- tants, the Ark was then in ſolemn proceſſion 
carried towards Ekron, but the Magiſtrates and 
People came out to meet it, and terrified at Mw 
two preceeding calamities refufed to admit i :-; 


wi 


; cc The Ark of the God of Iſrael would flay 
* them and all their People. yl, IH 


” $f 


God ſamote them every where with plagues until. 
they had ſent the Ark quite out of their Country, 
The Prieſts of Dagon aſſembled, held a grand. 
- council, and adviſed the Philiſtines to faſten on, 
| two Milch Kine with proper harneſs to a new 
' cart, and place the Ark in the middle of it, and 
let the Kine go which way they would, and they, 
took the ſtraight way to Beth-ſhemeſh the firſt 
Town of the lfſraclites, the Philiſtine Nobles ac-. 
- companied it, and watched it to the borders, .and. 
were eye-witneſſes to the reception, it met with 
and the general joy of the Iſraelites, after which. 
Ge five Lords returned back to Ekron, 


The 


. The ſeventh Chapter relates Samuel's aſſemblin g 
the People to Mizpeh, the ſolemn Faſt he pro- 
. claimed,the judgment of God on the Philiſtines, 

their deſtruQion and total over-throw., 


The eighth is the tumultuous meeting of the 
Thfaclites to demand a King, to judge them, to 
go before them and fight their battles, and the 
Prophet's wiſe, zealous but ineffeAval expoſtula- 
tions with them, In the ninth Chapter Saul is 
moſt pleaſingly introduced, and in the tenth an- 
nointed King over Ifrael. Fl 


The reignof Saul, the appointment and annoint- 
ing of David, his introduQtion at the Court of 
Saul, his valour and his many perſecutions, 
whereby God choſe to humble him, and train 
him up for the high honours and dignity: he in 
tended him, fill up the remainder of this firſt 
book. 


In the twenty-fifth Chapter you read of the 
death of this venerable Prophet and truly good 
Man aged ninety eight, and the book finiſhes with 
the death of Saul who ſurvived the Prophet only 
og So F 

| Theſe two books of Samuel carry on the 
hiſtory and are a very uſeful introduftion to 
the firſt and ſecond book of the Kings. - The. 
WOE s Es . ſecond 


(001 +), 
ſecond book is a continuation of the life and 
reign of David almoſt to the death of that illuſ- 
trious Prince, together with a hiſtory of the 
Church and Common-wealth of Iſrael during a 
| period of forty years, | 


This venerable Prophet was a moſt amiable 
| bighly exalted and truly virtuous charatter, diſtin= 
ouiſhed for his Firmneſs, Piety, his virtuous Cou- 
rage and zeal for God, feared, reverenced and 
beloved by the People, a Prophet and a Judge of 
Iſrael twenty years before the exchange of Go- 
vernment and revolt of the Iſraelites took place, 
and before He reſigned up his Authority to Saul. 


Without a ſpark of Ambition Samuel aſſumed 
and maintained the Dignity, and he executed the 
important duties with irreproachable integrity. 
He gave up his Authority and Government with- 
out a ſhew of reluctance, and meſt readily at the 
command of God annointed two ſtrangers to roy- 
alty, to the total excluſion of his own Family. 


A kighly honored Servant of God, a moſt righ- 
teous Judge, and faithful Prophet, an example to 
his People. Amiable, wiſe and good, his charac- 
ter will be for ever revered, held up to view for 


univerſal applauſe, and the filent Commendation 
of a World, 
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T* the year of the World 2909 and 1095 years 

L before the birth of our Saviour the Reign of 
the Judges ended. The Government was ex- 
changed in Judza, and the Kingdom became 
Monarchical, ; EET IT” 


o 


| Saul by the appointment of God was at this 
time inveſted with the Supreme Authority and an= 
nointed by Samuel the Prophet King over Iſrael. 


With 


wy 


(- 200 ) 
- With unaffeQed Piety and true Dignity, Samuel 
unambitiouſly reſigned up his government. He 
blew the trumpets, convened all his People to Miz- 
peh their conſtant place of worſhip, and there pub- 
licly preſented Saul by proclamation, and again 
annointed him King of Iſrael. Saul a beautiful 
youth, Son of Kiſh, a Beyjamite, is very plea- 
ſingly introduced by the Prophet, and we have I 
here his firſt nomination and hiſtory : 


S choſe young man and goodly, from his 
* ſhoulders upwards, he was higher than any of. 
b | the People” — 


7 the Gmple ile of thoſe early days, Saul . 
' was engaged in family duties, the greateſt perſon- 
ages then looked alter their own cattle the riches _ 
of the country, his Fathers Aﬀes were ſtrayed, 
they were loſt, and Saul with a ſervant was ſent 
out to ſeek them, (in Judza Aﬀes were a very 
valuable part of their ſubſtance,) Saul and his 
'man travelled and ſearched all over the country, 
and paſſed three whole days without ſeeing them, 
Saul then ſays to the ſeryant, my Father will think 
- more about us than the Aﬀes, do let us turn back 
and go home, the ſervant replied, by the courſe | 
_ of the country we are very near Ramah, and he 
| Propoſed to him going into the City. There was 
a man nor. God lived at Ramab, wiſe and very 
knowing 


nh 
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knowing and honourable, all that he ſays comes 
to paſs, they call him a Seer and a Prophet, He 
had dwelt all his life in the neighbourhood, and 
was high in repute, revered and beloved by them 
all. Saul was delighted with the propoſal, well 
thought of, ſays Saul, but what have we to give? 
behold ſays the ſervant, I have the fourth part of 
a ſhekel of filver, that will I give the man of God 
to tell us of. our way, as they were going up the 
hill to the town, they met the young women with 
their pitchers, (as was always the cuſtom) they 
were fetching of water from the well, Saul en- 
quired of them for the Seer, they told him He 
was juſt on the road, aſcending up the hill to the 
high place, where he offered his Sacrifice, and 

the People were all waiting for him there. 


Samuel had been forwarned of God, he 
Thould the very next day have a meeting with 
Saul. He was the perion who ſhould be King 
over Iſrael, and as he was mounting the hilf 
| to public worſhip and offer his burnt-offer- 
ing, Saul and his Servant overtook him, and 
they enquired of him after the Seer. His Father 
| had loſt his Aﬀes, they had been out on the. 
 Tearch three whole days, pray would he tell 
them where they might find the Seer? Samuel 
YOpenially. anſvered, «* He was the perſon they 

« were 


A 
RK 


 * ere enquiring for;” as to the Aﬀes, they 


gueſt, He placed him at the head of his table, 


all his Proviſion, and after he had hoſpitably and 


Honours and Dignity to which God - was ad- 
vancing him. The next morning Samuel waited 


vial of Oil upon the Head of Saul, and ſaluted 
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were already found, and were already at home ; 
but (addreſſing himſelf to Saul) I have a very 
important meſſage to deliver to you, and if you 
will dine with me to day, you ſhall purſue your 
Journey home to Gibeah to morrow. 


Samuel invited all the Elders and Rulers of 
Ramah, a large party of thirty, to meet Saul, and 
He very highly diſtinguiſhed and honoured his 


fupplied him with the moſt delicate and beſt of 


reſpeQfully feaſted him, towards evening he in- 
vited him up to the top of his houſe (uſually the 
beſt appartments) and there Samuel held a private 
converſation with Saul, and told him of the high 


upon his gueſt and called him up himſelf. Saul 
and his Servant ſet out on their return home, 
and Samuel reſpetfully accompanied them a lit- 
tle way out of the City ; Samuel then direged 
the ſervant to go on before, and Saul to ſtop 
2 while with him, that he might renew his con- 
verſation with Saul, and tell him more of what 
God had appointed reſpetiing him ; and when 
the ſervant was out of fight, Samuel poured a 
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him © King over Iſrael :”* Saul's reply was modeſt 


and ſenſible, He was the ſmalleſt of his tribe and 


Family, unacquainted with the Duties of a Sta- 
tion ſo exalted ; the Prophet kiſſed him with a 
kiſs of Homage, and then with Zeal affured 
him, God would impart his Spirit, would give ' 
him a new Heart, and very ſhortly he would. EX= 
perience the Advantages of ſo evident and dif-. 


tinguiſhed a Change. In order to impreſs his 


mind the more, and gain his confidence, Samuel 


told him of three things which would all befal 


him in his way home ; at Rachel's Tomb, a place 
he was ſoon to paſs by, he would meet two men, 
they would ſtop him and tell him the Aﬀes were 


found: Soon after parting with them, he would 


mect three Travellers on the Road journeying to 
Bethel, one of them carrying three Kids, another 
three Cakes, and the third a quantity of Wine, 


and that each of them would preſent him with 


two-thirds of them all ; and laſtly, he would meet 
at the Mountain of God, not very far from home, 


2 Company of Prophets going into Gibeah, and 


Saul ſhould then and there receive the Spirit of 
Prophecy himſelf ; all which came to paſs ac- 
cordingly. Saul arrived at home and was kindly 


received ; the Aﬀes he told them were found, 
every other occurrence that had. happencd to 
kim he moſt carefully concealed. 


Val, I 4 ES >, Samuel 
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Samuel had .appointed Saul to meet him in 
ſeven days, he would then come to him, and ſhew 
him what he ſhould do; at that time Samuel iſ. 
ſued out a Proclamation and aſſembled all the. 
People, the Elders and Heads of the Tribes of 
Iſrael to Mizpeh, their Place of Worſhip, and he 
here cauſed them all to preſent themſelves ſo- 


 Jemnly before the Lord, in the order of their 
Tribes, and as they proceeded on, the Tribe of 


Benjamin was commanded to halt, the families of | 
it were all reſpeRiyely called over, the family of 


| Matri was announced, and Saul, the Son of Kiſh, 


publicly nominated © King of Iſrael.” The young 
Prince modeſt and pleaſingly ſurpriſed, kept him- 
ſelf out of the way, and concealed himſelf ; Sa- 
muel enquired for Saul, went in perſon to find 
him, led him up before all the People, and pre- 


ſented him to them, © King of Iſrael.” The Air 


reſounded with the loudeſt huzza's :—* Long 


_< Live the King.”—* May the King Live for 


« Eyer.”—The Prophet now with dignity and 


bigh propriety repreſented to him in the hearing 
of all the People, the Duties, Employment and 


Nature of his royal Station. All That which he 


_ ought to do, and What he ought to avoid, He 
| then cauſed the Trumpets to be blown, a public 
| Proclamation, and Samuel took the Horn of Oil 
| and annointed him again, now in the preſence of 


( 9.1 J | i; 


all the ROne,: 0 the Heads, the Chiefs, and the 
Elders of Iſrael, 


Saul crab by a very numerous Retin ue, Va- 

Hant and high in Honours, walked down to his. 
Houle at Gibeah, 

At this time the City of Jabeſh-Gilead, (not 
very diſtant from Gibeah,) was cloſely beſieged by 
the Ammonites, the Inhabitants were on the very 
brink of loſing their City and their Liberties. 
Naaſh King of Ammon with haughty inſult, iſſued 
out his orders commanding every right eye to be. 
thruſt out from every Jabuſite, a reproachful, laſt. 
Ing, viſible and cruel'token of his conqueſt, and 
their diſgraceful ſubjettion. The inhabitants of 
Tabeſh-Gilead had only obtained a truce of ſeven 
days. Unacquainted with the election of Saul and 
the revolution in the Government, they inſtantly 
availed themſelves of the moment, and forwarded 
an account of their ſad ſituation to the Elders of 
Ifracl, Saul ordered the Meſſengers before him 
and as foon as he heard their report, He com- 
manded his guard to bring inayoke of oxen and 

| hewthemin pieces, the bodies and 'imbs thus mang- 

led, he diſpatched with the utmoſt ſpeed through- 

_ out all the Tribes, together with this threatning 

meſſage, whoſoever af them ihould refuſe inſtantly 

nel repair to his ſtandard at Gibeah, and follow 
1 - TP a, him 


C2298 } 
him to the relief of their brethren of Jabeſh-Gi- 
lead, his cattle ſhould in like manner be hewn 
in pieces and deſtroyed, 


Awed and alarmed þy ſo ſpirited a Proclamati- 


on from their young Pripce, the People inſtantly. 


_ aſſembled, they fled haſtily to his ſtandard, and 
upon caſting up their numbers at Bezek, they 


amounted to three hundred thouſand men, beſides. 


thirty thouſand which were raiſed in the Tribe of 
Judah only. Saul had hurried back the Ambaſ- 
ſadors to tell the men of Jabeſh-Gilead, He and 
his Army were already on the Road to reſcue 
them ; the very morning following His troops 
ſurrounded both the City and the Ammonitiſh 


Camp ; Saul and his gallant men had marched all 


night, and when He came near the Ammonites 
Saul made a diviſion of his Army into three dif- 


ferent bodies, and at day-break fell on them ſo 


furiouſly, and with ſuch Courage, the Ammonites 
raiſed the Siege, with the utmoſt precipitation 
fled, leaving behind them their whole Camp and 
all their ſpoils. | - 


This famous Enterprize fell out ſoon after 
Saul had aſcended the Throne, it was their 
young Monarch's very firſt Exploit, and gave his 


People an early proof of his ſpirited ConduA(. 


_ and intrepidity:; Samuel had accompanied him 
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to the Battle, and to add more Vigour to his Go-- 
vernment, he now affembled all the People to 


Gilgal, and there exhibited a public and ſolemn 
Inauguration with loud acclamations feſtivity 
and rejoicings; and at Gilgal, the Elders and 


People again proclaimed him © King over all 
*.-Tirgel.” 


| Saul kept this immenſe army in pay all that 
| year, but the year following he diſbanded them, 


and ſent them all to their own homes, except only 


three thouſand choſen men, and he garriſoned 
two thouſand at Mich-maſh and Bethel, and one 


_ thouſand he ſtationed at Gibeah of Benjaminz 


the command over theſe laſt, Saul gave to his ſon 


| Jonathan. Jonathan was a valiant young Prince | 


enamoured of glory and the honours of war, to 


__ exhibit his courage and military proweſs, He led 


his troops to.Geba, and cut off a garriſon belong- 
ing to the Philiſtines, this commencement of hoſ- 


tilities threw their whole Nation into a tumult, the 
'Philiſtines were inſtantly in arms: Saul ſounded | 
_ the trumpets for War, and let all Ifrael know, 
the Philiſtines, with a numerous Hoſt, were al- 


ready on full march, and entering the territories 
of Iſrael, thirty thouſand chariots fix thouſand 
horſe men, an innumerable company of foot 


| halted over againſt Mich-maſh eaſtward of Beth- 
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haven, and there they pitched their tents and 
formed a ſpacious Camp; ſo formidable a Hoft 
ſtruck the Iſraelites with terror, in ſore diſmay 
they fled and hid themſelves in caves and dens, 
in ſawpits and every lurking hole they could find, 
to add to their diſtreſs, the troops that had cou- 
rage to ſtay had no arms whatever to defend them- 
ſelves ; except the two ſwords which Saul and his 
Son wore, there was neither ſword nor even a 
ſpear in their whole army. Saul had been direc- 
ted where to fix his nead-quarters, and he was 
waiting at Gilgal impatient for the arrival of Sa- 
muel, the Prophet was very explicit in his orders 
to wait for his coming to implore ſucceſs and the 


bleſling of God by ſacrifice, Saul had now looked 


for him day after day, for ſeven days, during all 


which time Samuel neither came nor fent, al- 
moſt all his army had deſerted him, they were 


dwindled away to a handful, Saul was in great 


conſternation and alarm, he feared leaſt the ene- 
my ſhould come upon him and ſurprize him in 
Jo defenceleſs a tate, and before he had ſought 


the Lord in the way He had appointed by ſacri- 


Fee, on the ſeventh day therefore Saul ventured 
| himſelf to ſlay and offer up a peace-offering and 


a burnt-offering: The Ceremonies and Sacrifices 


were ſcarcely ended when the Prophet arrived 


Samuel ſeverely reproved Saul for his impatience 
and. 
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and for what he had been doing ; Saul pleaded bis 
preſfling neceſſities and very helpleſs ſituation, the 
Prophet accuſed him of precipitancy and rafhneſs 
_ and ftrikingly told him, his diſobedience to the 
expreſs command and well known will of God, 

would be the means of depriving his family from 
poſſeſling the Kingdom, and the Prophet added, 
it will be transferred to another, to one more fit 
for the Government, and more worthy of its ho 
nours. Samuel proceeded on to Gibeon, Saul 
and his little army following him: all he could 
muſter up was fix hundred unarmed men, 
from hence Saul beheld the formidable Hoſt of 
the Philiſtines ravaging all his country, and ma- 
king the moſt ſavage depredations ; they had form- 
ed themſelves into three divifions, each of them 
were plundering and deſtroying with the moſt 
barbarous incurſions. One detachment were ra- 
vaging Ophrah, another laying waſte Beth-horon, | 
and a third were plundering in the Valley of Ze- 
boim, 


During theſe ſad and horrid devaſtations the 
young Prince Jonathan, unknown to his Father 
 andevery body but his armour bearer, as it were 
by Divine impulſe, on his hands and feet, he. 
climbed up the rock and ſurprized the enemies 
guard, and he killed twenty of them on the ſpot, 
Po NT x 
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fo daring an enterprize put all the reſt of them to 
flight, and ſtruck ſo dreadful a panic throughout 
the Hoſt, that they fell upon the ſwords of one 
another: Saul ſaw the confuſion, He muſtered 
His men to ſee who was wanting, and miſſing Jo- 


nathan ſuſpeQed he muſt be the cauſe ; the Ark was 
preparing, Ahiah the High-Prieſt in all his robes 
was then enquiring of the Lord. The noiſe, buſtle 


_ and alarm grew louder and greater—Saul com- 
manded Ahiah to ſtop the Ceremonies, He with 
his few men fell on the trembling troops of the 


Philiſtines, who all fled, and Saul's army, now 
quitting their caves, and their dens, and their 


Turking-holes again aſſembled, kept pouring in 
great numbers to his ſtandard and purſuing the 
= ND Mo 


| ViQorious, and ladenwith ſpoils, Saul, and his 
army marched home, and he ſoon acquired 
power to follow up his Conqueſts, and vall- 


antly to encounter all the neighbouring ſtates who 


oppoſed him. Saul fought againſt Moab, and the 


children of Ammon, againſt Edom and the Princes 
of Zobah, and againſt the Philiſtines conquering 
and returning home in triumph from the mall. 


| Beſides Saul's impatience to put a ſtop to the 


enquiry of the High-Prieſt, ordering him to 
withdraw his hand and retire from the Altar, for 
LY 


PF” 
al VEG 
ON 2 
De 
FOES 
Pas, 
WS 
V4 
TOY 
S235, £37 
” rtf l 
-"Fa1® 
f EET s, 
=” "6s 
Gs * O64 - 
{x 
-.-1 LH 


> OY 
= AR 
52 We 
j Pj LICE? 4 
*"E84 
Ms 

a) 
- {IR 
5 


(7 ) 


he would ruſh on the Philiſtine army during their 


_ high alarm and confuſion, Saul was unhappily. 


guilty of another piece of miſcondutt ; to ſecure 
his advantages, and, as he thought, make his 
Viftory more complete, he iſſued out a proclama- 


tion throughout all his army (in order to keep 


them from falling to plunder) © Curſed be the 
4 man that ſhall eat before night.”” Saul's army 
were ſo enfeebled and faint, eſpecially thoſe who 


had been hid in caves and among the rocks, that 


many of the :enemy eſcaped from them, and the 
glory of the day was greatly leſſened hereby. Jo- 


nathan had not heard of the proclamation, faint 
and hungry in his march through a wood, he eat 


of ſome wild honey and was refreſhed, being told 
of his Father's probibition, he inſtantly deſiſted, 


but lamented and blamed it exceedingly : © my Fa- 


_« ther hath troubled the land, or there would 


* have beena much greater ſlaughter of the ene= 


© my, So ſacred was the Oath held by the [ſrae- 
lites, that an inquiry and detettion was ſoon 
made; the mode they adopted was a caſting of 
lots, and the lot fell upon Jonathan : Saul unaf- 


fettionately zealous, condemned his Son to die, . 
telling him no tie of kindred or natural affec- 
tion ſhould be preferred before his Oath and 


ſolemn Obligation. Jonathan was ſtanding alone 


by Saul, he inſtantly threw himſelf among the 
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People, and cried out, ** Do not t ſpare x me ;—Do 
*© not ſpare me ;—1I die gloriouſly ;—Behold I 
« leave the Hebrews Conqueror :''— The Sol- 
diery furrounded Jonathan, one and all declar- 
ing, © Not a hair of his head ſhould be hurt ; 
« Tonathan hath wrought with God this day.” 
By this wiſe manceuvre "of the young Prince, he 
was valiantly reſcued by the People. 


From among the moſt valiant and ſtouteſt of 


all his men, Saul eleQed his Body-guard ; in his 
| Army he provided for two of his Sons beſides 


Jonathan ; and Abner the Son of Ner, Saul's 
Uncle, was his Commander i in Chief, Sometime 


after this, on Samuel's intimation and direQtion, 


Saul marched with his Army into the Country of 


the Amalekites, the Orders the Prophet gave 


Saul were plain and peremptory : 


« Smite Amalek, utterly Deſtroy them, ſpare 
« them not; Slay Man and Woman, Infant and 
"_ Suckling ; ; Ox, Sheep, Camel and Aſs : Ib 


Saul invaded them at the head of two hundred 
and ten thouſand men ; following his orders, 


Saul flew them all, except a very few who eſcaped 
by flight, and Agag their King, whoſe beauty and 
ſtately preſence he ſo admired, that he was very 
defirous of ſaving him alive ; ; in this he yielded 


to. 
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to his own feelings, and diſobeyed the Commands 
of his God. Neither Mother nor ſucking Child 
were ſpared, but the Cattle were alſo ordered to 
be deſtroyed, and the beſt from among the flocks 
and herds they had alſo ſaved and brought off. 
After this famous and ſucceſsful expedition, Saul 
returned home in triumph, and with' great re- 
| Joicings. Samuel went up to meet Saul at Gil- 
gal; the King in high ſpirits, in .the hour of 
Victory, received the Prophet with great joy, and 
told him, he had executed all his commiffion, he 
had performed the Commandment of God: How 


is it then, ſays Samuel, I hear the bleating of the 
Sheep and lowing of Oxen? Saul, pleading Re- 


ligion and Piety anſwered, they were ſaved for 
the uſe of the Altar, to be offered up in Sacrt- 


fice; Samuel replied, hear what the Lord ſaid to 
me this N ight; ; 


"0 « When thou waſt mean in thine own ſight, 
did not I make thee Head over all the Tribes 
of Iſrael ? Did not I command thee-to deſtroy 
the Amalekites? Wherefore then adit thou not 
” obeys the voice of the Lord, P 
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Saul ftrove to juſtify himſelf, he laid the blame 
on the People; the People had ſaved of the 


Cattle for Sacrifice : Samuel inſtantly told him, 
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* Obedience was far better than Sacrifice :** and 
now hear thy doom, O Saul !' 


« Becauſe thou haſt rejefed the Word of the 


Le Lord, He hath rejefted thee from being King.” 


So aweful a PrediQion rouſed Saul, he ac- 


| knowledged his Sin, and moſt earneſtly requeſted 


the Prophet's interceſſion: At firſt Samuel re- 


fuſed Saul, and offered to go ; Saul caught hold 
of his garment, and it rent ; Samuel prophetically 


cried out, ** God has rent the Kingdom from 
« you, and given it to one more worthy.” Saul 
{till importuning the Prophet to honour him be- 
fore the Elders of Iſrael, and accompany him to 
worſhip God ; Samuel yielded to his very 
preſling ſolicitation and went with him to ſacri- 
ice. A while after, the King of the Amalekites 


was brought before Samuel], the Prophet had en-_ 
| quired for Agag, and the King hoped from fo 
amiable a charatter, and ſo merciful a Judge, he 
ſhould obtain Mercy ; ſurely (ſays he) the bit- 
ternelſs of Death is paſt; but Samuel anſwered, 
« As thy Sword has made Women childleſs, ſo 


&« ſhall thy Mother be childleſs among Women :*? 
And Samuel himſelf hewed Agag in Pieces -at 
Gilgal, after which he returned back to Ramah, 


The Hiſtory i IS NOW blended with the Life and 
Archievements of David ; Saul's Melancholly ; 


David's 
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David's introdution to Court ; the bloody 
ſlaughter of Ahimelec the: High-Prieſt, and much 
of the remainder muſt neceffarily be told in the. 
Hiſtory of the Life and Reign of that Prince ; 
where alſo Saul's ſad and horrid perſecutions 
againſt him are recorded, together with the fa- 
mous Vittory over the Philiftine Army, after the 
' Death of their mighty Champion, and the laſt 
dreadful and fatal Battle, in which Saul loft his 
own life, and the lives of three of his Sons. Saul 
had long ſuffered under the repeated and diſ- 
tracting horrors of Deſpair . The Spirit. of the 
Lord had departed from Saul, and an evil Spirit 
troubleth him. His Hiſtory exhibits a moſt na- 
tural and very ſtriking piture of Deſpondency, 
with much variety and in the ſtrongeſt colours: 
It was in Saul evidently the effe& of dif- 
appointed Ambition and wrong Judgment, wild 
are his affeCtions, and for eyer on the change, from 
anxiety, grief and diſpair, to envy, cruelty and 
jealouſy : but ſuch madneſs, the creature of pal. 
fion, ambition and vice, could never palliate or 
caſt a veil of innocence or oblivion over his many 
wanton and barbarous perſecutions, and repeated 
attacks on the life of David, and once upon the 
life of his own Son; nor can it leſſen the guilt of 
his inſatiable fury, with which he glutted himſelf, 


92 Doegs i impious and moſt malicious information, 
| when 
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when he ſummoned up from Nob, Ahimelec. the 
wmnocent High-Prieſt, and all his Prieſts and at— 
tendants, if poſſible ſtill more innocent, and wun- 
convicted of any crime he pafſed upon them a 
verdiR& of inſtantaneous death, and as no execu- 
| tioner was found who. would obey the horrid and 
bloody orders, Saul commanded Doeg himfelf to 
butcher them in his preſence and before the Court. 


Drawing to a cloſe, and the finiſhing aQon of 
bis life, Saul under great terror and alarm, led 
his army over Gilboa, a high mountain to meet 


the formidable hoſt of the Philiftines, and hence 


he viewed with aſtoniſhment their numbers, their 
immenſe power and martial proweſs. Saul ſunk 


Into deſpondency, He inſtantly ſammoned his. 


Prieſts and commanded them to enquire. of the 
Lord; Saul received no anſwer; he addrefled him. 


felf with great earneſtneſs to the Prophets, they 


' were all filent; in perplexity, wildneſs, and dif. 
traQtion Saul called in his ſeryants, and He ſays, 


feek me a woman that has a familiar ſpirit, and his 
ſervants: told him, at Endor, a village hard by, 


there lived a woman well known. to be a Sorcerels, 


Saul's army were now encamped, and He at the 
dead of night changed his raiment, and in diſguiſe + 


accompanied by two ſervants, ſtole out of his tent, 


and ſecretly walked down to the village, called the 


Woman up 
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David—thou and Iſrael ſhall fall into the hands of 
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| Woman up, entered her houſe, and Saul beſought 


her io bring up a perſon he ſhould name to her; 
the Woman knowing a deteQtion would be'deatb, 
thought they were laying a ſnare to entrap her, 

ſhe poſitively refuſed, Saul's over importunity and 


a ſacred oath of ſafety, which he made her, .at 


length prevaiied over her fears, ſhe ventures. to 
enquire who He wanted, Saultells her Samuel the | 
Prophet ; by her deadly arts an evil ſpirit (as ſhe 
thought) was brought up, and He perſonated Sa- 


'muel, the Woman learnt from him it was -the 
King, -and ſhe ſcreamed out, thou art Saul, why 
Haſt thou deceived me? fear nothing ſays. the 
| King, what ſaweſt thou? ſhe replied an old man 


cometh up—what form is he of (ſays Saul) how 


is he clad ? -and' ſhe:tells him he is covered: with a 


mantle ;-and he looks like a Prieſt, The Ghoſt 
now became viſible—Saul ſtoaped : to: the graund 
and bowed himſelf—He: concluded .it muſt be-Sa- 


muel—the Ghoſt ' addreſſes Saul—why diſquieteſt 


thou:me ? Saul-anſwers, -a moſt mighty hoſt. were 
upon: him, God+ had deſerted  him—the Ghoſt re- 
plied, fince God is departed-and | become thine 


enemy, why aſkeſt thou me? becauſe. (ſays Saul) 
you have alwaysſhewn ſo tender a concern for my 
Intereſts, Hear chen thy daom'O Saul. «© God 


hath rent from- thee the Kingdom—it is given to 


| the 
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the Philiſtines, thou, and thy ſons ſhall be with 
me to morrow.” 


| On hearing ſo tremendous a ſentence Saul faint- 
ed, he laid on the ground as dead ; after he re- 
covered from his ſwoon and had been refreſhed 
by food, Saul before day-break returned back to 
| his Camp, and notwithſtanding he had been thus 
acquainted with his fate and what would befal 
him, Saul never once endeavoured to avoid the 
ſtroke of death ; on the contrary, he caſt himſelf 
with his valiant Sons into the hotteſt fury of the 
battle, eſteeming it a brave ation, in company 


with them, to die thus Poriouny”) in GIIes of his - 


People. 


In this aft fad and fatal overthrow, Saul was 
mortally wounded, and in ſeveral parts of his 
| body ; bleeding, fainting, dying, he requeſted his 
armour-bearer to run him through with his 


ſword, unwilling to fall alive the ſport and ma- 
- lice of his Enemies ; Saul was refufed, his faith- 


ful ſervant trembled at the orders, and Saul is 
faid to have fallen on his own ſword, ending his 


inſufferable miſery with his life. Three of his 
Sons, Jonathan, Abinadab, and Malchiſua were 


all ſlain; and the faithful armour-bearer, ſtruck 


: with. a ſcene of fo much horror, now ſtabbed 


himſ et | 
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| himſelf and fell beſide his maſter. The nexr 


morning the Philiſtines in plundering the field 
and ſtripping the ſlain, found the body of Saul, 
and the bodies of his three ſons, and they bung 
up their armour in the Temple of their God 
Aſhteroth, and the mangled bodies they dif. 
sracefully expoſed on the walls of Bethſhan. 
The brave and gallant Jabeſhites remembering 
the ſervices of Saul, went ſecretly by night, cur 
down the bodies and brought them off, and ac=- 
cording to their uſual praQtice, they burnt them, 
and gave their aſhes an honourable burial. The 
Jabeſhites by found of trumpet proclaimed a ſe- 
ven day's faſt to be religiouſly kept throughout all 
their City, and a public mourning for Saul. 


An Amalekite with his clothes rent, and Cuſt 
upon- his head, fell on his face before David, and 


paid him homage, he had haſtened with the news 


of the defeat, and arrived on the third Gay, 
bringing with: him the King's crown and the 
bracelet which he wore, a confirmation of the 


truth of his ſtory, At the death of Saul, David 


wept. He forgot the Enemy and mourned over 
the man, but moſi tenderly was he pierced to the 


heart at the death of Jonathan; and he lamented 
Iſrael's s ſufferings and diſgrace. 


Ver. I, H h | David 
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David rent his clothes: He hiewed, a lively ſor- 
row, inſtantly He proclaimed a ſolemn fait to be 
religiouſly kept, and a public mourning through- 
out his army. 


Jonathan's friendſhip for David, is a perfeR 
and elegant model, truly affetting. He was ſo 
diſintereſted as not only to prefer his friend to 
himſelf, but to give up all proſpett of honour for 
his ſake, He choſe to be a ſubjett, that his friend 
might be a King, and from affettion to David, to 
incur the anger and deprecation of a furious and 
Jealous parent, and run the riſk of his own life, 
to ſave the life of his friend, this, and more than 
this did Jonathan for David, He loved him as his 
own ſoul, and no one canread the thoughtful, ten- 
der care, and contrivance of Jonathan, for the 
| fafety of his friend, or his pious addreſs to God 
on his behalf, without a tear of pity and emotion : 
Their well placed confidence and mutual affec- 
tion, their intimacy notwithſtanding the almoſt 
inſurmountable difficulties attending their meet- 
ings, ſo many renewals of friendſhip are all highly 
pleaſing: True merit, manly courage, Love and 
real eſteem in two ſuch affettionate friends, are 
bands of union never to be broken or forgot. 


David's celebrated dirge and lamentation over 


Saul and Jonathan, IS a tender greeting, and 
highly 


+ 0D = 
kighly finiſhed picture of ſorrow ; it is ſurely ONE 
of the moſt beautiful clegics cver compoled. 


| Reſpe& and reverence for Saul, and love fr 


Jonathan appear in the ſtrongeſt colouring, their 
bravery and the warlike Glory of both are ſtrik- 
ingly applauded. David was himſelf a warrior, 
gencrous and noble, He celebrates the praiſes of 
an enemy. The Poetic Wiſh, that Iſrael's ſhame 
and defeat ſhould not be to!d in Gath and Aſke- 
ton, the principal Cities of their Conqueror, now 
in high feſtivity, dancing and rejoicing, 1s won- 
derfully expreſlive and pictureſque, and by defir- 
ing what was 11 itſelf impoſſible, David pathetically 
repreſents his burſts of ſorrow and moſt tender 
feelings, 


Jonathan his friend and the glory of his coun« 


try 1s firſt and uppermoſt in his thoughts. 


1 The Beauty of Irael is ſlain, n 
O' Warrior upon thy high. places, 
How are the Mighty fallen ! | 


WW 


2 Tell it not in Gath, 

Publiſh it not in the ſtreets of Aſkelon, 

Leſt the Daughters of the Philiſtines rejoice, 

Leſt the Daughters of the uncircumciſcd 
triumph | 


Hh2 -- 0 YE 
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3 Ye Mountains of Gilboa, no dew upon you, 
No rain, nor fields, nor fruits for your offering, 
"There the ſhield of the Mighty was vitely caſt 

away. 


he ſhield of Saul, as if unannointed with oil. 
4 Without the blood of the Warriors, 


Without the fat of the Mighty, 
The Bow of Jonathan turned not back, 
| The Sword of Saul returned not empty. 


s Saul and Janathan,. in | their lives ey were. 


lovely and plzaſant, 
In their death too, they were not divided: | 
Than Eagles more ſwift, than Lions more 
ſtrong, 


6 Ye Daughters of Iſrael weep over Saul, 


He dreſft you in ſcarlet, and deck'd your 5 8 
pared with gold. ho 


= How are the Mighty fallen! o Joes þ-. 


0" Warrior ! upon thy High Places. | 


E I am diſtreſſed for thee mv brother Jonathan, ; 
Very pleaſant haſt thou been (0-1 _—_—_ 
Thy Love to me was wonderful, 

- Pailing the Love of Women, 


9 The Mighty, how are < they fallen! 
; MAE the : Weapans of War r caſt _ 


2 
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David more: than once refers to the ſhame and 
diſgrace of loofing the ſhield, he commanded all 
bis People to commit his Ode to memory, a Fu- 
neral Dirge, in which they were all required to 
be perfett, each one was expetted to rehearſe it 


and publicly to ſing it, in commemoration of Saul 
and his beloved Jonathan. _ 


Saul is here celebrated for his warlike proweſs, 
his former viQories, his ſwiftneſs and ftrength, 
and David ſheds a tear over his defeat and the 
indignities offered him aſter his death, and no one 
refletion whatever occurs on Saul's cruel perlſe- 
cutions on himſelf; but the Prophet tells us, Saul 

was a King given uito Iſrael in wrath. God was 
pleaſed in the beginning of his reign to em- 
ploy him as an inſtrument of deliverance to his 
_ People, and he gained many fignal victories over J 
| their enemies, but after his diſobedience and that 3 
God had rejetted him, and commanded David to 
be anointed in his place, then he ſhewed himſelf 
a haughty, cruel and bloody tyrant, obſtinately 
reſilting the well known will and commands of 
God, holding the ſceptre in violence. In wan- 
ton bacbaricy Saul laid his murderous hands on the 
High-Prieſt of his God, vis Frieſts and atten- 
dants, their wives and children, ſuck]. gs at the 
breaſt, and even al) their cattle, with ſubtulty and 


malicious 


| 
SLE 
. % . 


and yirtuous diſpoſitions of them both, 
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malicious fury repeatedly ing the life of 
David, and once even the life of his own ſon, 
while all the time he was in his own conſcience 
convinced of the innocence, the amiable character 


” 


by 


ISHBOSHET Bk 


'T the death of Saul, Abner ſon of Ner, Com: 
mander in Chief over all the Forces of Ifra-. 


el, ambitious himſelf and envious at David, pro. 


claimed Iſhboſheth King of Iſrael, a ſon of Saul's 


Who was now ' forty years of age. 


Abner intended to enjoy the power and make 


the appointments himſelf, but he thought it prudent 
that 


TT 3 

that Tſhboſheth ſhould wear the Crown and 
Prince and led his Army over Jordan to Mceha- 
naim and there proclaimed him King over all Iſ- 
rael, putting him 'm poſſeſſion of Gilead, Aſhur, 
Ephraim and Benjamin, and the other tribes be. 
| yond Jordan. 


David was at the ſame time, peaceably and ho- 
nourably elefted King over Judah, and crowned 
at Hebron, which was then the capital of that 
_ Tribe. 


'The Kingdom thus divided, remained quiet two 
years. No hoſtilities had. been. declared, the ſub.. 
Jes of both Princes were Ifraelites, they were 
all brethren, and ſome hoſtile overture ſeemed 
neceſſary 'and was expefted by both. The River 
Jordan- divided the two yy alixing. the 


boundaries to each, 


_ Abner marched his Army ps ard 
ke encamped. on-a ſpacious plain on the borders 
of Gibeon, intending a commencement of hoſtili- 
_ ties. Joab, David's Commander in Chief, ledthe 
Army of Judah to meet them, and erefted his 

Tents on the oppoſite fide a celebrated Pool in Dy 

front of the Army of Iſrael, 
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The two Generals; as a trial of {kill and military 
glory, agreed to ſeleQ out twelve choice young 


men and let them meet ov the plain in view of 
both Camps and exhibit feats of proweſs and 


warlike maneuvres, a boaſt of diſcipline and 
manly courage. Soon as theſe brave ſoldiers 


met, each one laid hold of his antagouiſt by the 
hair of his head, and thruſt his {word into his fel- 


low's fide, and they fell down together. The | 
four and twenty men lay dead, and they were all 


of them Benjamites, 


A molt bloody barle entued, Abner. and-his 


Army were totally routed, Abner himſelf eſcaped 
only by flight, three hundred and fixty of his 


troops were {lain, and only nineteen on the ſide 
of David beſides Aſahel a Brother of Joab's. . 


After this Viftory, David's Army encreaſed 
every day, Joab grew powerful and formidable, 


the Ariny of Iſrael deſerted from Abner, and he 
became every day weaker. The War continued. 


_ during the remainder of the life of Iſhboſheth, aud 
Aalutle more than ſeven Fans from his coronation. 


” Abiley' $ ambition was acetic INN a jealous 
eye by the King, and a connettion he had form- 


_ ed with Rizpah, a concubine of his Father's, en- - 


Nw Lhboſheth and he now tor the firſt time took 
_YoL I. n+ 0 courag 


SAY 
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courage to reprove his General, Abner returned 
it with the haughtieft inſult, threatning to transfer 
the Kingdom from the Houſe of Saul to David, 
and make him King over Iſrael and Judah, from 
| Dan even to Beerſheba, the two extremities of the 
Kingdom. 


Iſhboſheth was terrified and alarmed, Hen 
fed not further provoke his General, for he poſ- 
feſſed much more intereſt and power than himſelf, 
and he lived in continual fear of him. 


Soon after this, Abner fent meſſengers to David, 
acknowledging the whole land was his right, 
| Saul's Son (he ſatd) was only an Uſurper, and if 
his Majefty would pardon paſt offences, both his 
own and thoſe of all Iſrael, and receive them in- 


to his grace and favour, Abner with the Army of 


Irael would all ſwear allegiance to David. . 


To prevent more bloodſhed as they were alt | 


brethren, David agreed: to make a league with 
Abner, but one condition He preſſed ftrongly on 


the General, if thou ſeeſt my face, thou ſhalt 
bring with thee Michal, my wife, whom Saul her 


Father had, in order to: inſult David, married to 
Phaltiel the Son of Laiſh. | 


Michal had been before fort for by: David, 


and Abner was commiſſioned to demand her, of 


her 
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her preſent huſband, and the General accompa- 
nied her himſelf to the Court of Hebron, with 
only twenty of his brave ſoldiers, and pfeſented 
the Queen to David. Abner and Michal were 


| both of them graciouſly received, and after along 


conference, when his viſit was paid, Abner re- 
ſpeafully took leave in order (for the preſent) to 


return home, but Joab being told of his going, 
in the King's name, ſent for him back from the 


Banks of the River Jordan, Joab, met hin\ at the 
gate « of Hebron, and ynacquainted with the pur-. 


port of his conference, and wholly without the 
King's knowledge, Joab took him aſide and ſtab-. 
bed Abner to revenge the geath of his brother Fn: 


Aſahel, 


David was violently enraged with his General, 
publicly avowed his innocence, pronounced an 


awful and prophetic curle on Joab, his children 
and all his family, aftex which he ifſued out the 


orders himſelf for a general mourning and direQ- 
ed a ſplendid Funeral, in Martial Pomp, for 


Abner, with thz tokens of lively ſorrow and true 


reſpet, David himſelf walked Chief Mourner, 


grave, and David wept, and all the People wept. 


He ſpoke a moſt pathetic Oration over Abner's 


Not lona af this "TENG event, two Captains 


"' : hboſheth's Army conſpired againlt the life of 


19: | their. 
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their Sovereign, they procured acceſs to hix bed- 


chamber when He was lain down, in the heat of 


the day, and there they cruelly murdered him, 


| and then cut off his head. The two Captains 


eſcaped privately, fled away with the head to He- 


bron, and preſented it to David, congratulating 
his Majeſty on the death of his Rival. The King 


inſtantly pronounced ſentence on the two Cap- 
tains, and ordered them to a public execution, 


after which their hands and feet were hung up, a 
telftimony of their baſeneſs and trophies of their 

treaſon, over a celebrated Pool, and near the 
public walk and general reſort at Hebron. 


All the Tribes now aſſembled, and with the EL. 
ders, Rulers and Magiſtrate: they came in a body 
to make an offer of allegiance, and pay humage to 
David, and they anointed him a third time, King 
over all Iſrac}. 

His Army now confiſted of three hundred and 
wwenty thouſand expert Warriors, well armed aud 


men of valour. 


David gave orders for the decent interment of 
the Head of Iſhbuſheth in the ſame grave with the 


body of Abner, his General, in the City of He- 


bron, where David had built a Sepulchre to his 
Emery David now made a feaſt for all his 
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. tumerous Army, a hikes and public iakeing 
| which laſted during three whole days. All the 


. tribes kept pouring in the greateſt plenty of pro- 
viſions for them all, they thus hoſpitably encreaf- 
ed the profuſion and ſupported the liberality of 
-their Prince, reſolving to bear themſelves a part 
.of fo immenſe an expence and prodigality. All 
_-the People, far and near, brought in all their 
| Nores. 9 


| There was a general joy throughout Iſrael, 
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CONTAINING 
| David's Anointing—His IntroduQtion at Court 


— Vietory over Goliah — Promotions in the 


Army — Friendſhip with Jonathan— Perſecu- 


tions from Saul—Marriage with Michal—Con-_ 
dutt to Nabal and Abigail—His Baniſhment—_ 


His manner of living under Achiſh King of 


Gath—Burning of Vn —Deftruion of the 


Amalekites. 


TP: Prophet Samuel was add to take 4 


journey to Bethlehem, and carry with him his : 


horn of oil anda young Heifer, and he was there 


$6,cnquire gut for a family of the name of Jeſſe. 
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When He arrived at the Town, be kitlsd his 
Heifer, and he offered a part of it in ſacrifice, 
and while they were cooking and drefling the. reft, 
the Prophet goes in queſt of Jeſſe's houſe and his 
family, He aſks after all his Sons, Jefle 'called 
| them all in, and cavſed them to paſs one by one 


before him, Samuel in his own mind pitched upon 
the eldeſt, Eliab a brave and comely youth, byt 
He was given to underſtand, neither of theſe 
preſent was the perſon intended, the Prophet 
quite at a toſs enquires of Jeſſe if theſe were all 
the ſons he had, upon which he was told that there 
was indeed one more, a ſtripling, the youngeR, and 
he was now watching the ſheep, he would imme- 

diately ſend for him ; Samuel i invites to his feaſt, 
Jeſſe and all his ſons and he appointsthe Rulers 
and Elders of the T'own to give them a meeting—. 
partake of his feaſt, and.eat up the remainder of 
his Heifer, Jeffe and all his ſons accepted the 
invitation, -and after a cheerful and hoſ pitable 
meal, in the midſt of all his Brethren, the Rulers 
and Elders of Bethlehem, Samuel took out his - 
horn of oil, and anointed David King of Iſrael. 


The " Speech while he was rubbing i in 
the Oil, 


* Now. David 1 pray a purſue ;afiice 1 | 
abgy the Commandments of the Almighty. 0 ſhall. 
thy 


. thy Kingdom remain to tos for a long time, and 
| thy houſe become famous and honourable. Thou 
| halt moreover vanquiſh in battle the Philiſtines 
and with whatſoever Nation thou ſhalt wage war, 
. thou ſhalt always come off viftorious, renowned, 

procuring to thyſelf in this life time, great glory 
- and honow, and leaving to Poſterity, a name 
famous for picty and high atchievements,”” 


On an event ſo extraordinary, and unexpeRed, 
the Prophet leaves them to make their own reflece_ 
_ tions, He breaks up ihe company, and returns 
home to Ramah, 


Jt is eaſier to conceive, than to expreſs, the 
effeQs this wonderful change inſtantly wrought, 
in this ruddy, innocent and very beautiful youth, 


| He no longer conſidered himſelf a ſhepherd, 
| He was deſtined to be a King, © The ſpirit of the 
© Lord came upon David,” He became valiant, 
reſolute, wiſe, fitted for the events that awaited 
him, the Dignity and Government to which He 
was advancing. David returned to his flocks, the 
company parted and retired, awfully impreſſed 
with the conſecration, and the folemaity of the 
facrifice which had Preremes.'s it, 


| Saul'si impiety and the reproaches of his conſci. 


£ ence, deſtroyed all his peace of mind, and intros 
: - | Queed 


% 


rw Þ) 


Ficed: the fad ak gloomy horrors of dejeBtion 
- and melancholy, and his Nobles encouraged the 
moſt cheerful ſcenes and all the charms of muſic 
to awake and rouſe him from his own refleQions. 
. * The ſpirit of the Lord had departed from Saul, 
and he unhappily became his own tormenter, 
, zealous, malicious, envious, cruel. 


It was this miſerable and dejefted Rate of the 
_ King which occaſioned David's firſt Introduttion 
to the Court of' Saul. 


One of the N obles i in waiting «bad ſeen a Son of 
Jeſſe's, and told the King, He was a ſweet youth, 
that he played delightfully on the harp, a pleaſing 
youth indeed of great courage and highly favored 
of God. Saul was ſtruck with the charatter, 
ſends immediately to Jeſſe, and deſired he would 
et the young ſhepherd return with his meſſengers. 
Jeſſe was pleaſed with the notice and with the in- 
-vitation, he readily. obeyed, and according | tothe 
cuſtom of the times, he ſends by his Son an.Aſs_ 
laden with bread, a bottle of wine and a Kid, 2 
preſent to. bis Majeſty. David's very charming 
. perſon; his {kill and proficiency in playing, and 
his unaffeted manners ſoon won upon the affec- 
tions of Saul, and he appointed him a poſt in his 
family, at firſt one of his body guards, and very. 
| " hw after the King:made him his armour bearer. 
You. 1, | K —— pers 
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' David was now twenty years of age, and he 


<ontinued his places at Court until Saul was re- 


covered from his gloom and melancholy. Jeſſe 


then ſent a reſpe&ful meſſage to Gibeah and re- 


_queſted his Son might now return home, David 
was his youngeſt child, he had been long abſent, 
and his father longs to ſee him, very defirous of 
| his affiſtance and care of his flocks, Jeſſe ſends. 


to Court three of his Brothers, with a humble 
petition they might be honoured with an employ- 
ment there, and ſupply the place of his Son David. 


Upon this meſſage, and requeſt of his father, 
David obtained leave to return to Bethlehem, 


The Philiſtines envious and alarmed renewed 


their quarrel with the Iſrachtes, and a vaſt Army 


_ encamped in the Valley. Jeſle's three Sons had 


all of them been promoted in' the Army, and. 
He fepds David to the Camp to enquire after his 


Brothers, and carry them a preſent of proviſions, 
and he alſo ſent a preſent to the Captain of the 


Regiment, under whoſe command they ſerved. 


When David arrived at the Camp, the two Ar- 


mics had advanced in front of one another, they 


ſtood in battle array, and while he was delivering 
his preſents and talking with his Brothers, Goliah 


_ of Gath, a Huge Giant, twelve feer eight- inches. | 
high, armed Cap-a-pee, advancing before. the . 


Philiſtines 
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 Philiſtines troops, his enormous fize, and haughty 
' threats, were terrifying and horrible; He ſtood 


inſulting and defying the Armies-of Iſrael, chal- 
lenging them to reſt the deciſion of the day upon 


the event of a duel. Goliah had thus, day after 
day, for forty days, repeated his challenge and 


his inſult, Iſrael had always fled away in terror, 


whenever He made his proclamation, Saul him- 
ſelf was greatly afraid, and he had publicly offered - 
a Princely reward to whomſoever would bring 
him the head of Goliah. David ſeemed very 


much inclined to encounter himſelf this great and 


mighty Giant, he was a very good mark, and he 


could always keep out of his way. Eliab his eldeſt 


Brother ſoon diſcoyer2d his thoughts, and he was 


very angry with him, and reproved: him ſharply, 


accuſing him of pride and ambition, propoſed his 


return and ſatirically aſked, who took care of the 


ſheep? David turned away from him, and diretts 


this diſcourſe to another, and enquired about the 


King' s offer and the reward. His bravery and 
inquiſitiveneſs were ſoon reported to Saul, upon 


which David was uſhered into the Royal Tent, and | 


he there openly tells Saul, © thy ſervant will go 
hght with this' Philiſtine.** Saul commended his 


. courage, but he formed very little expettation 


from 1o unequal a a combat. © Thou art but a 


child, and he a Man of War from his youth.” 


K k 2 David 
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| David nndcently and very modeſtly told, how he : 
had flain a Lion and aBear and reſcued alamb from 
their Jaws, and concludes without a doubt, he | 


ſhould in like manner vanquiſh this uncircume 
ciſed Philiſtine, The Lord that delivered me 
Out of the paw of the Lion and the Bear, He will 
deliver me out of the hand of this Philiſtine, ſo 
audaciouſly defying the Armies of God. Saul 
overcome by the humble confidence and fortitude 
| of the gallant youth, grew Charmed with his bra- 


very and heroiſm, and he began to hope ſomething 
from his efforts, © Go ſays he and the Lord be. 
with thee,” Saul with bis Own hands buckled on. 


bis accoutrements and began to equip David for 


the battle. He put on a helmet of braſs upon his | 
head, and covered his body 1 with a Coat of Mail, 
and David girded his ſword over all and he now | 


aſſayed to move, but ſo unwieldy and ſo much in 


want of freedom and eaſe, David petitions to be F 


 Uidrefled to get rid of his load and confinement, 


ſword and all. Unaccuſtomed to armour, in his. 


ſhepherd's frock, with his ſtaff and his ſling, he 7 


| chuſes from the brook five ſmooth ſtones, and puts 
them in his ſhepberd's bag, and advancesboldly tO 
wards Goliah, the ſturdy Warrior ſeeing a ruddy, 
| beautiful youth in a ſhepherd's dreſs, with his bag 
and his ſtaff calls out to him, © am I a dog that 
« < thou comeſt to me with ſtones and a Nick, I ill 
_ give 
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« give thy. fleſh to the fowls of the air.and.the- 
«beaſts of the field.” David with magnanimity 


replied, « I come to thee in the name of the 
« [ord of Hoſts, the God of the Armies of 
« Iſrael, whom thou haſt defied ; I will ſmite 


« thee, and take thy head from thee ; ,and I will 
. « give the carcaſes of the Hoſt of the Philiſtines 


«* to the fowls of the air, and the wild beaſts of 
* the earth; that all may know, the Lord faveth 
« not with a ſword and a ſpear—The battle 1s the 


_ « Lords', He will give it into our hands.” Goliah 


drew his ſword, David ran to meet him, and he 


| took out a ſmooth ſtone, ſlang it, and ſmote the. 


Philiſtine to the ground, He then run forwards, 


| Rood upon his body, and with Goliah's own 
| ſword, cut off his head, and preſented it to Saul, 


The Philifttine Army leeing their Champion fall, 
precipitately fled, and left all their tents and bag. 


gage, and were purſued by Saul with great 
flaughter through the way of Shaaraim, to the 
yery gates of their own Cities eyen to Gath and 

Ekron. 


David canes the ſword, the huge brazen cap 


and all Goliah's armour to his own tent, and the 
weight of the armour was one hundred and eighty 


nine pounds Troy, and the head of the ſpear two 


A gallantry 


 - 
A gallantry and conduRt ſo ſpirited and herole, 


procured David high promotion and advantement 1 
in the Army. Saul would not ſyffer his rettirn l: 
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home, He made him Captain over the. Men? of . Z 
War, and kept him near his own perſon, promioting : 
him from poſt to polt, yet every advance was ob- 
_ tained by ſome new exploit, his modeſt merit, : 
David's own prudence and conſummate valour, 7 


A charafter ſo diſtinguiſhingly amiable together 
with this laſt ſignal Vitory procured him the notice, 
love, and friendſhip of Jonathan, the eldeſt Son 
of the King, He was ſo charmed with his valour, 
his innocent and unaffetted addreſs to his Father, 
and h is highly pleaſing perſon, that he conceived 
the tendereſt regard and friendſhip for him. The 
ſoul of Jonathan was knit to the ſoul of David— 
He loved him as his own ſoul—and now that He 
might appear as a King's Son, He pulled off his 
. own robe, and all his clothes, and put them him- 
felf on David, and he girt on him his own ſword, 
| and preſented him with his bow and his military 
| girdle or ſaſh, 


Upon all occaſions David proved the Gncerity 
of his love and friendſhip for Jonathan, a reci- 
. procal eſteem, a moſt tender, affectionate regard 
throughout his life, till a ſudden death divided 
_ them, at which time it broke out in burſts of ſorrow 
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and: heart-piercing lamentations, He wrote the 
moft beautiful and pathetic elegy for his friend, 
and appointed a ſolemn public mourning and a 
general faſt to be kept by all his Army, on aC- 
count of the death of Saul, and his beloved Jona« 
than. 


If you would view a pifture of affeRionate, ge- 
nerous, and diſintereſted friendſhip, and ſee how 
tenderly, yet manfully to prefer, the ſafety and 
intereſt of your friend, to the ſafety and intereſt 
of yourſelf, how you may freely give up ambition 


and royalty, and court a Parent's -anger and his 
frowns, to guard and ward them off another; be 
' yourſelf a ſubjeA, that your friend may be a 
King ; enter into the hiſtory of two ſuch affec-. 


tionate and amiable friends, 


-- David was hitherto advancing higher and higher 
in the eſteem of his Sovereign, the love of the 
. young Princes and the People, every thing went 
on as heart could wiſh, and Saul propoſed to him 


an alliance in his family, a marriage with the Prin- 
ceſs Royal. The King's gloom and melancholy 


unfortunately returned, and with its uſual atten= 


dants, horror, jealouly and diſtration, Saul 


had always commended and publicly approved the. 
| varm and tender attachment of his Son, and he 
had advanced David his friend to a high and 


ciſtingoihed 
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'A rallantry wit conduQ ſo bid and leibie 
procured David high promotion and advantement 
in the Army, Saul would not ſuffer his retiirn | 
home, He made him Captain over the. Ment? of 
War, and kept him near his own perſon, promoting 
him from poſt to poſt, yet every advance was ob- _ 
tained by ſome new exploit, his modeſt merit, 
David's own prudence and conſummate valour. 


A charaQter ſo diſtinguiſhingly amiable together 
with this laſt ſignal Vitory procured him the notice, 
love, and friendſhip of Jonathan, the eldeſt Son 
of the King, He was ſo charmed with his valour, 
his innocent and unaffefted addreſs to his Father, 
and h is highly pleaſing perſon, that he conceived 
the tendereſt regard and friendſhip for him. The 
ſoul of Jonathan was knit to the foul of David— 
He loved him as his own ſoul—and now that He 
might appear asa King's Son, He pulled off his 
own robe, and all his clothes, and put them him- 
ſelf on David, and he girt on him his own ſword, 
_ and preſented him with his bow and his military 
girdle or ſaſh, 


F Vpon all occaſions David proved the ſincerity 
of his love and friendſhip for Jonathan, a reci- 
. procal eſteem, a moſt tender, affettionate regard 
throughout his life, till a ſudden death divided 
them. at which time it broke out in burſts of ſorrow 
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and: heart-piercing lamentations, He wrote the 


moft beautiful and pathetic elegy for his friend, 
and appointed a ſolemn public mourning and a 


general faſt to be kept by all his Army, on ac- 


count of the death of Saul, and his beloved Jona« 
than. 


If you would view a piQture of affeRionate, ge- 
nerous, and diſintereſted friendſhip, and ſee how 
tenderly, yet manfully to prefer, the ſafety and 
intereſt of your friend, to the ſafety and intereſt 
of yourſelf > how you may freely give up ambition 
and royalty, and court a Parent's -anger and his 


frowns, to guard and ward them off another; be 
_ vourſelf a ſubjea,. that your friend may be a 
King ; enter into the hiſtory of two ſuch affec«. 


tionate and amiable friends, 


-- David was hitherto advancing higher and higher 


in the eſteem of his Sovereign, the love of the 


'young Princes and the People, every thing went 
- On as heart could wiſh, and Saul propoſed to him 
an alliance in his family, a marriage with the Prin- 


cels Royal, The King's gloom and melancholy 
unfortunately returned, and with its uſual atten- 


Qants, horror, jealouly and diſtrattion. Saul 
had always commended and publicly approved the_ 
warm and tender attachment of his Son, and he _ 


had advanced David his friend to a high and 


diſtinguiſhed 
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J diſtinguiſhed Poſt in his Army, returning. back. 2 


Conqueror and in- triumph to his Capital ; and 


| David marching at the head of his Regiment be- 


hind him, all the People ran out'in the Towns and: 
Cities. through which be pafſed, in high feſtivity* 
and joy to meet King Saul, dancing and ſportive, 


| they had Tabrets and Pipes, and Ballad-fingers 


and Harps. 


«© Saul hath killed his thouſands, ga 
we David his ten thouſands,” 


| While Saul _ liſtening to- the women, He 


ſuddenly grew furious with indignation and rage, 


and ever after even to the end of: his life, Saul 


watched every opportunity to deſtroy David. 
| It was on the very next day, while in one of hig' 


gloomy fits David was playing to him on his harp 


_ to divert his melancholy, Saul threw a. javelin. 


at him, intending to kill him, and nail him-+to 


the wall; David Rtepped aſide and left the room, 


and ſoon after his return Saul flung a dagger at | 
him, and David again withdrew from his +Þ 
ſence. Two ſuch, ſignal deliverances increaſed 
the jealouſy and ſuſpicions of the King, and he. 

plainly ſaw God had projecied David, 


| Aﬀter ſuch proofs of deliberate malice and 
cruelty, Saul could not val or chuſe the daily” 
attendance 


( #49 


attendance of David about his perſon ; ; He made 
him Captain-general of a Regiment employed at 
a" diſtance, and David tempered his Command 
with ſo much kindneſs and prudence, diſciplining 
and heading his Troops hunlelf, whenever their 


ſervices were required, that his conduR, judgment | 


and circumſpeCtion gained him the notice, eſteem 


and love of all Ifraet and Judah; ; ſpirited and | 


valiant, a good Commander and highly ſucceſs- 
ful. Saul could but obſerve how well David 
behaved, and how much he was beloved, and be 
dreaded him the more for it. But he now 
thought it would be wiſer, to aft leſs openly and 
to conceal and blind his intentions reſpecting him, 
He therefore determines upon another device to 
deftroy this noble and lovely youth, he is con- 
.triving how to enſnare him, and by exalting 
bim high in his family, put him on performing 
Tome very dangerous feats of valour; and Saul 


ſent by his diſpatches a propoſal to him to 
"marry his eldeſt Daughter, but he was firſt 


to fignalize and diſtinguiſh himſelf IN an expe- 


dition againſt the Philiitines, expoſing him to 


mach hazard and requiring great {kill and valour: 


Saul J ſecret hopes were, that in a poſt of lo much 


Z danger Dayid would loſe his life among them. 


' David received the King's meſſage ad his 
5s TY propolal 


(090.7 
propoſal very modeſtly, with gratitude and hu- 
mility ; but Saul foon altered. his mind, and He 
married Merab, his eldeſt Daughter, to Adriel, a 
Mecholathite, no doubt a preſent mortification 
and an unpleafant proof of Saal's infincerity. 


The next contrivance of the King's was, to 
publiſh to his Servants and Courtiers, and by them 
to inform David, he intended Michal his ſecond 
Daughter for his Wie ; but Saul bid them tell 
him, He firſt expeQted a freſh proof of his yalour ; 
an attack upon the Philiſtines, and a deftraQtion 
of at leaſt an hundred of their Troops. The He- 
brews were ſo conſtantly at war with that Nation, 
that an opportunity ſoon offered, and he cou- 
rageoully ſlew two hundred Philiſtines.. 


Saul had now no excuſe whatever, He had 
made a free offer, one only condition required, 
and that more than fully complied with, his ſecret 
hopes are, he may hereby lay a ſnare for his life, 
and Saul gives his ſecond Daughter to David; 
Michal indeed was ſaid to have been in love with 
him, and her affeQion and contrivance, as well as 
her Brother Jonathan's, was'of very great advan- 
tage to him, and the ſaving of his life. David 
| had 'not long returned to Court before another 

Javelin was ſtruck at. him, and it pierced into | 
the wall behind him; He goes home to his. own 
| _ Houſe 


Houſe and Saul purſued him there and planted a 


Guard round it ; his faithful Wife at midnight 


contrived to let him down from a window, a ſpot 


the Soldiery could not ſurround, Early in the 


morning a detachment entered the Houſe with 
orders to murder him, __ Michal frames a 
ſtory :- ys 


« Dayid was in his bed, he was very fick and. 


© jn a fever; ſhe invited the men to the Chamber- 
* door, points to the bed, and ſhe had put into it 
« the figure of a man, and covered it cloſely up 
«© with the bed-clothes,”” 


- 


Michal then ſent them back to her Father,— 
the Soldiers were commanded inſtantly to return 
_ and bring away bed and all. The ſtratagem was 


now obliged to be diſcovered, and Saul grew quite 


furious with rage and diſappointment. 


David made the beſt of his way to Ramah, and 


took ſhelter under the roof of his pious and very 


worthy friend the Prophet; Samuel ſoon ſuſpe&s 


his ſafety in Ramah, and He accompanied him to 
Natoth, a pleaſant Village, and the School of the 


young Prophets, not very far from the City. Saul 


ſent diſpatches to Ramah, and to Naioth, but the 
meſſengers were diſpoſſeſſed of all power to hurt 


David, or even to come near him, inſtead of exe- 
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 euting their orders, they on hearing the young 
' Prophets ſinging Divine Hymns and praiſing 
God, ſeem themſelves endowed as it were with 
prophetic. rapture and deyotion ; thus without 
executing their Commiſſion they returned back 
to Saul. The King diſpatched inſtantly more 


meſſengers, a ſecond and a third time, but with no 
better ſucceſs, upon which Saul ſet out himſelf for 


Naioth, and He alſo telt a Spirit which totally 


diſqualified him and he ſeemed to be prophe. 


ſying ; Saul laid aſide his robes and his enſigns of 
royalty, and all the whole day he lay down on 
the ground uncovered and all the following nights 
by which means David had time to make his 


eſcape from Ramah unpurſued by Saul or his 
meſſengers. During this perplexity of ſtrange 


events, Jonathan his beloved friend, delighted 
David with an affetionate private viſit and in- 
terview, and when they parted they exchanged the 
kindeſt endearments, and gave each other the 
firongeſt proofs of inviolable friendſhip, and the 
tenderefſt regard and concern for each other's 


ſafcty and happineſs ; ; a very ſhort time after this 


interview Jonathan expoſed his own life, to ſave 


the life of his friend, he found him out by a ſtone 
(a particular mark agreed upon) juſt time enough 
to ſecure his flight to Ahimelek the High Prieft 


at Nob, from whom he obtained lome refreſh- 
ment. 
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deevit-for himſelf and his ſmall party, and upon 
aſking him if He could furniſh him with arms of 
any kind, he was preſented with the ſwora of 


Goliah, and David girt 1t ON, and fled away to 
Achiſh King of Gath ; he made a very ſhort itay 


with this Prince, as both him and bis charattep 
' were well known to the Philiſtines ; the Notvies 


and Magiſtrates came immediately in a body aad 


reminded the King of the famous Song— 


« Saul had killed his thouſands, 
c Dayid his ten thouſands.” 


It was at the Court of Achiſh, Sat his great 


perplexities, David was reported ſo well to have 
aQed the part of a madman, in order to excite 


their pity or their contempt, and the better ta 


ſecure his perſonal ſafety and get away from Gath; 


under fuch circumſtances, and ſuſpicious appear- 


ances, the Philiſtine King had no wiſh to keep 
him, 


From hence David and his fer - men went and 


concealed themſelves in the Cave of Adullam. 


"Saul vas forely Giſappointed when he had heard 
of David's eſcape, and his firſt fury and rage fell 
on his Son Jonathan, and afterwards upon all his 


Servants. Juſt at this time Doeg arrived in great 


balte | 


* 
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hafte from Nob and brought the news : Ahimelech 
the High-Prieft had enquired of the Lord for 


David, and he had furniſhed him with proviſion 
and arms; in Saul's haſty and inconſiderate rage 
| heorders up the High-Prieſt and all his Family 
and Servants and he murdered them all, inno- 


cent and ignorant of having offended, the Prieſts 
and Attendants were eighty-five in number, and 
they all, in their Prieſtly garments, lay butchered 
at hts feet ; but Saul's inſatiable fury is yet un- 
fatisfied, he ſent away to Nob, and he there put 
to the Sword all the Men, Women and Sucklings, 
Oxen, Aſſes and Sheep and all the Cattle of the 


place, Orders ſo bloody and deſpotic Saul found 


a great difficulty in getting executed ; the Ofh- 


cers in waiting, his Guards and all his Servants 


ſhuddered and drew back at the thought of mur- 


dering the High-Prieſt of their God, an innocent 


and good man, and his Prieſts and his Family if 


_ poſſible ſtill more innocent ; Saul fixing his eyes 
on Doeg the wicked informer, commanded him 


to be their Executioner, and he with his baſe con- 


federates butchered them all themſelves. Only | 


one of all the High-Prieſt's Family eſcaped, this 


was his Son Abiathar and he fled for proteftion 


to David. David comforted him all he could, 
kindly promiſed Abiathar every affiſtance in his 
power, and ſhould he ever have the appointment, 

Abiathar 


Ae te 


= 998 4 
Abiathar ſhould himſelf be HighPrieſt in the 
room of his Father. Jefſe and his Wife and his 
Children, his Houſehold and Relations, now re- 
paired to David's Camp, and allo the Prophet 
Gad, they were all flying from the fury of Saul. 
Four hundred diſcontented and indigent perſons 
alſo joined him, and they all marched together to l 
the land of Moab; David here gained proteftion_ "1. 
and a promiſe of ſafety for his Parents, Relations, fi 
and Friends, and leave for them to ſtay in the 
Country ; but He and his Men went on to the i 
Foreſt of Hareth, in the land of Judah, and 
from thence into the Wilderneſs of Zith, and his 
litle Army were ſoon encreaſed to fix hundred, 


Amidſt the Caves, Dens and Rocks, he here 
ſheltered himſelf and them by day, and here his 
beloved Jonathan again finds him out and viſits 
him, affectionately enters into an Alliance with 

| him, and by every poſſible means, encourages, 
comforts and ſupports David, for he loved him 
as he loved his own ſoul. In order to gain favour 
and credit with Saul, the Ziphites ſent a Meſſen- i 

| ger to him, and informed him of David's retreat, | 

_ and upon hearing of this Diſcovery, David 3 

© . marched allhis Men to Moan, and there Saul pur- _ 

HE ſued him, and while he was pitching his Tents 

BY _ over again him, and laying a plan to encompals 

WP him 
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him ard ſurround his liule Army, Meſſengers 
eame running in great haſte to the camp cf Saul, 
the Philſtine Army had entered Judza and were' 5 
= aiready ravaging all the Towns and Cities they ! 
paſſed through. : 
Saul marched his Troops immediately to - 
=. oppoſe them, and as ſoon as ever they were gone, > 
' 'Pavid removed with his Men to Engedi, and : 
? | concealed himſelf and his little Army amongſt Ky 
FO | its ſtrong hoids, and rocky Caverns. As ſoon 2 
| | as Saul had drove back the Philiſtines, he follow- oo 
_ ed him here with three thouſand Men, and again | : | 
encamped around him. £1 
| Saul was once in the very ſame Cave with £2 
| David and his Men whiſpered him, the Enemy is j 
| in your hands, put an end to your troubles ; David 
| leemed' to liſten to them, and he drew near ts 
| Saul, and cut off the Skirt of his Robe, and 


KF then drew back to permit his efcape un-hurt, and 
| | when Saul had got to a ſafe Diſtance, David 
proſtrate on the Ground, in the moſt dutiful and 


_ reſpe&tful manner, called out to Saul and rea- 

= Toned the caſe. How unworthily founded were 

all his ſuſpicions of him ? See the ſignal proof he 

E | had juſt now given him, how much his Soul ab- 

E- horred the crimes for which he was ſo unjuſtly 

| and cruelly perſecuted. This humble and af- 
| fecting 


i 
| 
, 
: 
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feAing ſpeech, and backed with the infallible tef.. 
timony of the ſkirt of the Robe, which henow held 
up, melted Saul into tears, tender and forrowful ; 
David now gained his ear and adds— 


. « I am a well-wiſher to thee and thy Houſe, 
why goeſt thou about to kill me? wouldeſt thou 


« 


La) 


7 


. 


cc 


cc 


C 


| have thus dealt with me ? | had I fallen into thy 
Hands, wouldeſt thou have let me eſcape? 
When I cut off this Skirt could not I have cut 


* off thy Head ?” 


| Such proof, ſuch candour, modeſty and frank- 


«c 


as -* 


C: 


cc 


«c 


CC 


ig 


neſs aſtoniſhed Saul, He acknowledged David's 
| Juperior merit, and He cried out— 


0 You alone are worthy to be ſet on the Throne 


of Liracl. ®” .- Saul wept aloud— 


© Thou art more righteous than me, the Au- 
thor of good to me; 1, of evil and calamities 


to thee; I am perſuaded the Kingdom will be 
thine, God will give it thee; vow ſwear to me 
thou, wilt not cut off my Seed after me, nor 


bear in remembrance the 1 1puries I have done 


thee.” 


And David under his fad neceſſities did ſwear 


unto Saul, 


M m , David 
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| David went up to the Strong Hold of Maſthes 
| ron, Saul and his Army returned home to Gibeah, 
David fſuſpetted Saul's ſincerity, and removed 
| his little Army further from the neighbourhood 


of Engedi, towards the Wilderneſs of Paran, near 
Carmel, In 1 the Tribe of Judah, 


The os fitted and bs condutt of their 
General, kept all his men under the ſtricteſt dif- 


 Eipline; wherever they were marched they proved. 


a fafe-guard to the Inhabitants, being never al- 


lowed to plunder or rob them of any thing ; in 
reward for their watchfulneſs and forbearance, 
_ the neceſlaries for ſubfiſtence were very uſually 
given them, Nabal, a rich and opulent Car- 


melite, the Lord of the Country, was ſent to 
by David in a moſt reſpettful manner, He was in 


-great want of proviſion and neceffaries, and he 


gave orders to ten of his young men to wait upon 
Nabal, and deliver him a modeſt, courteous and 


obliging meſſage, his Army was in preſent want | 


and they were ſent to requeſt a ſupply ; at Car- 
.met it was now a time of feltivity and Nabal was 
teaſting his ſheep-ſhearers when the young men 
arrived; the haughty and brutiſh Carmelite railed, 


inſulted and abuſed them, and the young men 


returned back empty to David ; Nabal's Servants 
ran and told their Miſtrefs, and they ſpoke ſo fa- 
yourably 
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vourably of the behaviour of the young men, and 
of David their Maſter and his whole party, that 
the prudent good Wife was quite afraid of the 
conſequences, and aſhamed at her heart of the 
 condu& of Nabal; without his knowledge ſhe 
orders the Aﬀes to be ſaddled, and haſtened to 
colle&t all the ſtores ſhe could heap up and pro- 
cure, then ſhe mounts one Aſs herſzIf and thoſe 
that were laden all follow her, and ſhe met David 
and all his men coming down the narrow paſſes 
' of the Mountain to afſail her Huſband. Abigail 
inſtantly. diſmounted her Aſs, fell proſtrate on_ 
her face before David, and unaffeQedly addreſſed 


him— | 


*© Thy handmaid ſaw not the young men whony 
« thou ſenteſt, I pray thee to pardon me, forgive 
« the treſpaſs of thy hand-maiden, and accept of 
0 the preſents I have brought.”? 


So prudent, humble and ſo modes. > Speech 

had its proper influence on David, he was quite 
charmed and delighted with her behaviour and 
accepted all her preſents; but David told her, he 
was then on his road to deſtroy the Houſe 'of 
Nabal, and before to-morrow's. light. Abigail 
Joyfully and” reſpeA&fully delivered her cargo, 
unloaded .her Afles, humbly took. her leave of 
Davie and returned home. Nabal, riotous and 
\- ;/ Mm e drunken, 


f 
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drunken, knew nothing of her abſence, and he 


was now quite unfit to be told the occaſion. Abi- 
ail informed him of it all, the next morning. 


Upon hearing the ſtory of his Wife, and reflecting 


on the eſcape, and on kis own behaviour and want 
of humanity, his Heart fainted within him, Nabal 


| became lifeleſs as a tone, and lived only a very 


few days afterwards. 


David was told of the Death of Nabal, and he 


ſent a meſſenger to Abigail and made her an offer 
of marriage ; Abigal modeſtly anſwered— 


« I m my Lots handmaid, and not worthy 


© of ſo great honour; let me be his Servant 


& and waſh the feet of my Lord's Servants ” ' 


But ſhe aroſe and accompanied the meſſengers 
who conducted her to David and he married her. 
David had alſo married another Wiſe of the 
City of Abiſarus, for Saul had given Michal, 
| David's Wife, to another Huſband, a Son on 


Laiſh, of the City ot Gethla, 


Saul Revived arias meſſage from Ziph ; 
| David was again in their Territories, and in caſe 
He- would come with his Army and aſſt them, 


they would be ſure to apprehend him ; Saul fſe- 


lefted < out three thouſand mep, and ſet out on hi 
- marca. 
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march to ſeek David; the Night coming on, 
Saul pitched his Tents at Siſela, a Mountain 


ſeven miles from a City, and the ſpot on which 
the Prophet Habakuk Was buried. 


David ſoon heard of Saul's new expedition 


againſt him, and he ſent out his Spies to learn 
where he was; they very ſoon returned and told 
him, Saul was marching his Army to Siſela ; at 
midnight David ſallied out with only two com- 
panions, and he climbed up the Mountain, ſaw 


all their Tents, and he goes into Saul's, which he 


: knew by a ſpear which ſtood near it, and Saul 


was faſt aſleep in his bed. Abiſhai his com- 


Ppanion would fain have murdered Saul, but 


David prevented him — © He 1s the - Lord's 


. © anointed.” 


And David brings away a Cruſe of water 


which ſtood by his bed-fide, and allo the Spear | 
from the door of the Tent, and unperceived by 
_ any body, he ſlipped away from the Camp and 
mounted the Hill, when he had got at a ſafe 


diſtance, and yet where he could be heard, he 
hollo's out loudly to Abner the Captain-ge- 


neral and waked him out of his ſleep. - Abner 
cries out, « who are you?” and David anſwers, | 


<£ : Iam Jelle pj” how comes you, a General j in ſo 
| high 
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high a Poſt, to guard your' King fo badly; as the 
Lord liveth, thou ovghtelt-to die : See here the 


| Cruſe of water which ſtood by his bed, and the 
| Spear from the door of his Tent ; what puniſh- 


ment do you deſerve? While they were talking 
Saul awoke, and he well knew the voice of David, 


and he came to the door bf the Tent, and having 
| Tearnt he had been by his bed-fide, and cariied off 


the Cruſe and the Spear, He calls out t David 
MM - 


'« I am firmly perſuaded that thy love and 


e« eſteem muſt be very great, for thou couldeſt 


« with all the ſafety and ſecrecy imaginable have 
* cut me off, and Saul intreated David to go back 
* with him to his Houſe, no more miſchief ſhould 


_ © ever be deviſed againſt him.” 


David dobrod him to ſend a meſſenger for his 


Cruſe and his Spear, adding— 


* May the righteous God PRE a between thee 
 « and me; the power was again In my hands to 
«* have ſlain thee, yet I reſtrained mylelt from 


cc v.- 


The proſpett of a Crown would not tempt 
David to a baſe, diſloyal and treaſonable ation to 


obtain it, David did not chufe after this. to con- 
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tinue longer. in the land of Iſrael; thought it pru« 
dent and more ſafe even to withdraw into the 


Country of the Philiſtines ; upon this He went 
again to Achiſh, Soa of Maoch, King of Gath ; 


Achilh received him, and all his men, with great 
kindneſs and hoſpitality, providing for them all, 
and he afſigned a convenient place and a part of 
the City where they could hve by. themſelves. 
David dwelt here with his two wives Achinza and 


Abigail, and Saul came no more himſelf, nor ſent 


any party of Soldiers ever after to moleſt him, 
As his reſidence was within the City Walls, 
David did not altogether like it, he gratefully ac- 


knowledged the King's kindneſs, and petitioned his 
Majeſty, to allot him a place to himſelf in the 
- Country at ſome little diftance, afligning as a rea- 
' fon, he knew his preſent ſituation muſt be very 
troubleſome to him, and a great burden and ex- 


pence to the State, Achiſh- appointed him a 


ſmall Town called Ziklag, David lived here four 
months and twenty days, and by making ex- 
_carſions into the enemy's provinces round about 


him, He brought off Camels and Aſes and much 
ſpoil, one half of all which He always preſented 
to Achiſh, 


When David and his Men were employed in 


'one of their excurhions, the Amalekites watched 


their 
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their opportunity and beſet Ziklag, they carried 
off Achinza -and Abigail, David's two Waves, 
his Family and all the Women, Children and 
Cattle of the place, and after baving plundered 


every thing, they burnt the Town to aſhes. 
| When David, and his Men, and ſome few in- 
| habitants of the place returned, and found Ziklag 


burnt to the ground, and not a Soul left to give 


them the leaſt intelligence ; they were all very 


angry with David, accuſing him as the Author of 
all their diſtreſs. David was himſelf perplexed 
and in oreat conſternation, and he apphed to 


| Abiathar, the Son of the High Prieſt, and aſked 


him to enquire of the Lord. David wept aloud, 


| he rent his clothes, and all his Men wept bit- 


terly ; the enraged inhabitants were for ſtoning 
him to Death, while David was thus ſorrowing, 


hope and confidence in God alone ſupported 
him ; He had ordered Abiathar to put on the 


Ephod and the High Pricſt's dreſs, and He now 
returned with orders to David, to purſue the 


Enemy ; he would ſurely overtake them and re- 


cover all, David and his Men immediately ſet 


out, and they met a poor Egyptian, almoſt ſtarved 
to death, and David fed and comforted the poor 
Man, and when he had ftrength to tell him, 
David found he was a Servant to one of thoſe 
who had plundered and burut the Town of 


Ziklag ; 
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Ziklag ; his Maſter had left hiny ofr the-road 
fick, Davidinow took him, with him, as a Guide, 
and he conduted him to. the place where the 
Amalekites had halted;, David found then alÞ 
eating and drinking, rejoicing and- dancing- ever 
all the great ſpoils they had taken. In revelry and 
high jollity, thus all unarmed, they were taken by 
ſurprize; terrible and ftrange was the ſlaughter, 
while at table, eating and drinking, many had their 
heads chopt off, their bodies remained ſitting, ſome 


were half aſleep and they awaked to die; in the 
_ ation of lifting the mug, the arm and the mug were- 


ſent off together, and with a ſecond ftroke the 
man. Savage was the ſcene, the food and the blood 
guſhing out in a torrent; from one o'clock in the 
morning until the evening; horrible and bloody 


was the ſlaughter, four hundred only of the young 


men had made their efcape and rode away on 
Dromedaries, all the reſt were every one cut off. 
David recovered all the ſpoils they had taken, 


| his two Wives and the wives of his men. and the 


children, and the cattle, after which he and his 
men marched back to Ziklag, with a large booty 
which he liberally divided among his neighbours 
and friends. 


ls 


The prudence, manly courage, and reſolute 


condutt of the young Prince will now all of them. 


Vor, 1 | Sat MN n -.---qntereſt- 
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intereſt you much more. His affairs brighten 
up, and take a more favourable turn, the death 
of Saul which now happened, was an event which 
opened to him a fair, very natural, and eaſy aſcent. 
to the throne of Iſrael, 
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CONTINUATION OF THE 
LIFE and RETON 


O F 


2X 40 


Saul's Defeat, his Death, and his Sons—David 
proclaimed at Hebron King of Judah —Marri- 
age with Maacah, Daughter of the King of 


Geſhur — Vifetory over Iſhboſheth, King of 


TIfrael — Michal brought back by Abner— 


Abner's Death, and Military Funeral—Con- 
ſpiracy and Murder of Iſhboſheth—David pro- 

claimed King over all Iſrael—Jeruſalem be- 
ſieged and taken—David's Reſidence, Palace, 
Armory, Riches—Regulation of his Family 
and Houſehold— Signal Vifories over the Phi- 


| liſtines, Moab, Hadadezer, Zobah, Betah, and 


Berothai—Magnificent Preſents from Toi King 
of Amatha—Removal of the Ark to the houſe 
of Obed-edom—A ſecond Removal to Jeru- 
falem—Solemn Proceſſion with Sacrifices — 
David's Ambaſſadors diſgraced by Ammon— 


- War with the Ammonites—Siege of Rabbah, 


N nz? LIFE 


ann eo. dt...An. AM 


AVTD had been returned only two or three 

" days from the ſlaughter of the Plunderers of 
Ziklag when a young Amalekite with his clothes F 
Tent, and his face ſmeared, and earth upon his 
Head, fell proftrate on the ground before him and 
paid: him homage. David ttruck with the obje 
and his diſtreſs, aſks whence he came? and why 
Tſo ſorcowtul ? The Hebrews were totally routed, 
a moſt bloody flaughter, thouſands of the flain co. | 
vered the field, Saul valiantly fought, Saul was 
deſperately wounded, bleeding and exhauſted be. | 


Put} his wm to his vreally and had no firength to 
thi ulty ; 
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thru t; he commanded his armour-bearer to aſh 
him, he trembling and faint refuſed to obey, dif- 
tracted at the horror of falling alive in the 
hands of his enemies, He prayed me to giye his laſt 


wound, and I yielded to his importunity, his three 


ſons had ruſhed into the hotteſt battle, determined 


on death, Jonathan, Aminadab and Melchiſuſa 


reſolutely fell among the ſlain. David now loſt in 
orief and aſtoniſhment could hear no more, the 
name of his beloved Jonathan, had ſtruck him 


quite ſenſeleſs, The young Amalekite had him- 


ſelf ſtript off the emblems of royalty from the | 
body of Saul, and he delivered up the crown and 


| the royal bracelets he had brought. He told them, 


before he left the field, the armour-bearer pierced 
to the ſoul at a ſight ſo horrible, fell upon his own 
ſword, there was not one of the King's Guards, 
cthcer or man eſcaped, every ſoldier lay bleeding 


and dead, 


"OE his clothes, he put on ſackcloth, all 
his little army follow the example of their General, 


they wept aloud, the trumpets were ordered TY 
found, a general faſt proclaimed, and days of 


forrow and humiliation. 


The young Amalekite, who brought the news, 


Was ordered to' a public execution, he had lifted 
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up his hand againſt. the Lords anointed, a treafon 
David never would forgive, though it was the 
purchaſe of a crown; by ſtripping, off from Saul 
he enligns of his royalty, be looked forward to the 


| -proſpe@ of reward, and ic. was always his ' GENER, 
to preſent them all, to David. _ -. 


-_ = We he ye a at 


| ReſpeQting Saul, David forgot the Enemy, and 
mourned over the loſs of the man, once his patron, 
once his friend, the diſtrefſes of his Countrymen 
| he moſt feelingly bewailed, but the ſad fate and 


early death of Jonathan, had melted all his foul _ : 8 

| Into tenderneſs and ſorrow, he could only compoſe F | 
 Jamentations and elegies In his pralle, and there is Ay 
nothing fo eloquent and paſſionate, no effuſions of JW 


beart-piercing grief, which ſo much exhibit the 
charms and richneſs of genius, and are ſo feelingly 
: _ adapted to perpetuate his love and friendſhip 5 
ever, | | 


As ſoon as the Days of faſting, mourning and 
humiliation were over, David: again commands 
the High-Prieſt Abiathar to put on his Ephod and 

Pontifical habit, and enquire of the Lord where 
he ſhould go, and He was direQed to Hebron, 
which was at that time the Capital City in the tribe 
of Judah, Jeruſalem was in the poſſeſſion, of-the 
_ Jebulites, and David with his wives, his children, 
| his houſehold, his men and their reſpeftive fami- 

lies, 


I" 0 
* 
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hes, went up to Hebron, and they there met a 


peaceful reception, and a hearty welcome through. 
out the City and its neighbourhood. 


"The Elders, Rulers, Magiiuos and all al 


Tribes afſembled, they waited on David and they 
all paid him homage. Great multitudes here re- 
ſorted to him, and publickly proclaimed him, and 


anointed him King over Judah. | David was 
- now thirty years of age. : 


- 


At Mehanaim, Abner Conmanidet in Chief | 


over the Army of Saul, proclaimed Iſhboſheth, 
a Son of Saul's, now forty years 'old, King of 


Iſrael, During the ſpace of ſeven years the 


Kingdoms continued thus divided. 


The JTebuſites, with zeal and courage, had reſ- 
cued the bodies of Saul, and his three Sons from 
the Walls of Bethſhan, where the Philiſtines had 
fo ignominiouſly hung them, and according to 


' the cuſtom of+ their City, had firſt burnt their 


bodies, and then honourably intered their aſhes, 


the firſt a& of David's reign, was, to diſpatch a 


meſſage of thanks, a reſpe&ful acknowledg- 


ment to Jabeſh-Gilead; commending their bra- 


very and loyalty, and at the ſame time notifying 
his eleRion by the tribe of Judab, and his aſcent 


tothe Throne. David now entered into a new 
ps magk and. marries Maacah Daughter, of | 


Talmai, 


— [3 


ber, David had born to him Abfalom-and Tamar, 


Atthe expiration-of two years, Abner paſſed the 
River Jordan, it ran between the territories of 


Fudah and Iſrael and divided them, There was . 


| a large Pool called Gibeon, on' one fide this 
Pool encamped Abner and the Army of Ifraet; 


on the other fide of the Pool, Joab, David's Cap- 


tain-General, pitched his tents and led the Ars 
mies of Judah, 


" As yet, between the two Monarchs no war 


bad” been declared, no hoſtilities commenced, 
they were all Ifraclites, and'ſome hoſtite overture 


became neceſſary. The Generals on both: fides, 


entered into a very ſingular treaty, to order ottt. 


from each Army, twelve brave men, and they 
were to meet on the plain, in. full view of both 
Armies, and exhibit proofs of &: kill and 
warlike maneuvres. 


As ſoon as ever they had marched within reach 
of one another, every man took his antagoniſt by 


the ſhoulder, and ſheathed his ſword in his body 
The four and twenty - brave ſoldiers all laid dead 
on the plain, A moſt fierce and bloody battle. 
enſued. Abner and the Army of Iſrael were to 
tally routed. The General himſelf efcaped ovly 


by 20 - Joab ge them moſt _— until 
ſunſet, 
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\ Tun-ſet. they jad pow entered the Wilderneſs of 


- Gibeon, and it was here, a party of Benjamites, 
availing themſelves of a riſing ground, rallied fa. 


riouſly under Abner, bloody was the conteſt, 


Abner weary at his ſoul of fighting, ſent a flag of 
- Truce to ]oab, we are all Brethren, why ſo hor- 
ible a ſlaughter? Joab commanded the Trum= 
pets to found a retreat. Abner and his men 


took their way to Mehanaim, and Joab marched 
his Army back to Hebron. On the fide of Da- 
vid, only nineteen were killed, beſides Aſahel a 


brother of Joab's, but a much greater ſlaughter 
on the fide of Iſrael. Every day David and the 
men of Judah, grew itronger and ſtronger, Iſhbo-. 
 ſheth daily weaker, but the war continued until 
- Kip heal <li a 


' David had applied to Iſhboſheth, requiring 
him to ſend over to him his wife Michal, whom 


Saul in Dayid's exile, had married to another. 


. Abner) the Captain- General, obtained an order 


from the King, to demand her of Phaltiel her pre-= 
| fent huſband, and convey her over to Hebron. 
Abner accompanied only with twenty of his brave 
 ſaldiers, attended Michal on her journey, paſſed 
with her over Jordan, and Abner preſented her 


himſelf to David. | They were both honourabiy 


and moſt graciouſly received. After making a 


120 Ls y 3s "8 "I O | 


league 


F 
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Teague with David, and Abner already ſet out on 
his journey back, Joab entered the City TC 
turning home in triumph from purſuing the Phi- 
liſtines, and when he was told of Abner's viſit, 


| the General grew jealous, and on being introduced 


to the King, he rudely reproved him, and then 


baſtily ſent a meffage, in the King's name, and. 


brought Abner back from the well of Sirah. 


Joab met him at the gate of Hebron, there took 


him aſide, and ſmote him under the fifth rib. 


Abner was inſtantly dead, and thus Joab was re- 
venging the blood of Aſahel his brother, and rid- 


ding himſelf of a very dangerous ROY ELary: 


When the news was brought to Court, David 
was ſeized with indignation and the deepeſt difſ- 


treſs; before all his People He moſt ſolemnly 


called God to witneſs his innocence, He was no 
_ ways acceſlary to the murder of Abner, perfcaly 
unacquainted with the dark deſigns of Joab; upon 

his General, and upon all his family and relatives, 


David pronounced a prophetic and moſt heavy 


curſe. He aſſembled his Army, and enjoined 
| them all to march in military pomp, as mourners, 
before the Bier of Abner, with the livelieſt ſor. 


row, tears and loud lamentations, their Clothes 


"rent, aſhes on their heads and all in ſack-cloth. 
Davie, in the ſame el,” with all the ſolemn 
| tokens | 
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_ tokens of real crief walked chief.mourner, fol 
lowing the corps. 


In oral proceſſion, and with all theſe mar- 
tial honours, amidſt the ſighs and lamentations of 
the Army and the People, the Elders, the Ma- 
__ giſtrates and their Prince, they buried Abner in 

Hebron, David compoſed a funeral elegy, ſpoke 
himſelf the Oration over his grave, and he faſted 
for Abner until ſun-ſet, | 


| Such a generous, and unaffefted ſhew of grief, 
was noticed and greatly revered by his ſubje&s, 
it gained him their reſpett and aftetion, they 
had ocular demonſtration of the moſt tender 
feelings, and witnefled the very amiable OO 
tion and liberality of their Prince, 


Baanah and 'Rechab, evo:Benenul Officers in 
 Tſhboſheth's Army, as Abner was dead, and the 
Kingdom greatly weakened, formed a conſpiracy 
againſt the King, and they came to his houſe at 
mid-day, when he was lying on his couch, and 
' they ſmote him under the fifth rib, and then cut 
off his head; the two officers made their eſcape, 
and unperceived fled with it to Hebron, they re- 
queſted an audience, and preſented it to David, 
ſubmiſſively | paying him homage, and venturing to 

Ooz expreſs 
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expreſs their congratulations on the death of his 
= Competitor, 


= The King's ſtern 16ok ſtruck them both with 
| horror, ſuch treaſonable conduQ David inſtantly 
condemned and diſcouraged, he refuſed to be 
ferved by treachery and murder, though he might 
reap from them the moſt ſignal advantages. On 
=. Baanah and Rechab, David pronounced fentence 
_ of death, ſigned a warrant for their immediate 
F- execution, and after the cuſtom with traitors, or- 
 dered their hands and feet to.be cut off, and 
| hung up in a place .of publick reſort, a teſtimony 
_ of their MANES and TOPmNES of their treaſon. 


. David now gave orders for the head of the 
Kang to be decently, and with funeral Honors in- 
terred inthe ſame vault with the corps of Abner 
bis General, and David had there built a Sepul= 
chre to his memory. 


The King had now reigned ſeven years and a TA 
balf in Hebron, and he had fix ſons born to him A 
there. Py 


On the death of Ihboſheth, all the tribes of | 
Iſrael afſembled, and they firſt forwafded Ambaſl- 
fadors to Hebron, and afterwards the Elders, 
Heads, and MAG EIOS. came themſelves and _ 
I Y | | proge : 
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made a league with David, and cad him homage: 


' They then blew the trumpets, and publickly pro« 
claimed him King over all Iſrael. 


Of expert Wartjats completely accoutred, the 
number amountedto three hundred and twenty. 


| thouſand, 


David received all his People, the Chiefs of the ; 
Tribes, and the Rulers of Iſrael with hilarity and 
Joy. He feaſted them all at Hebron three days, 
not only the neighbouring Tribes, but even very 


diſtant ones, brought in all their ſtores, a profu= 
fion and plenty almoſt incredible, the People 
ambitiouſly joining in the expence and hoſpitality, 


beſides bread and meat and meal, immenſe car- 
goes of figs, bunches of raiſons, wine, oll, OXeNs 


and ſheep in abundance. 
» There was Joy in Iſrael.” 


The tribes had unanimouſly elefted David, King 


over all Iſrael, a brave Man, a good Soldier, a . 
_ fortunate Commander, of fſtri& integrity, mode- 
ration and liberality, on whom they could con- 
fide, and under whoſe proteQion and good go-. 
vernment , they had the ſureſt proſpef of laſting 
ſecurity Ly happineſs. God himſelf had choſen '_ 
and anointed David, and Samuel the Prophet _ 
yhom they loved and venerated, had himſelf 


given. 


CET ea La 
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given them the fulleſt aſſurance of hiv appoint- 
_ ment and eſtabliſhment. | 


Jeruſalem was the ancient City of the Tebuſites, 


2 nation whom God had expreſsly ordered the 
Hebrews to exterminate, and in the divifion of 


the land, by lot, to the twelve Tribes, it had 


been affigned to Benjamin. At the time when 


David aſcended the throne, this City and its 
ſtrong fortreſſes were in their poſſeſſion; David 
in high ſpirits, with a numerous and '-powerful 


Army, and a valiant Commander, was encouraged 
| to undertake ſome hazardous enterprize, and He 
ee his troops to Jeruſalem, the inhabitants ſhut 


up their gates, and by way of contempt placed on 


their walls and ramparts, the blind, the decrepit 


and the lame, and called ont to David, 


* Verily thou ſhalt not come in hither, afſu. 


yr redly the blind and the lame hall keep! thee 


Cc Out. ” 


The znult exaſperated the King, and He com. 
manded the fiege to be vigorouſly ſet about, they 
began battering down the Suburbs, and ſoon be- 
came maſters of the lower City, and now to. ant- 


' mate and inſpirit his men, David offered a high 
encouragement and reward by proclamation 


throughout | his Camp, whoſoever ſhould have 
courage 


( 9 


courage | to get up to the gutter, mount the ram= 


part, and become -maſter of the Tower (ſmiting | 
the Jebuſites, the blind and the lame, whom Da- 
vid's ſoul hateth) ſhould be Captain-General over 
all the Forces of Iſrael. It was Joab himſelf, 
that bold and intrepid Hero, who climbed up the 
gutter, mounted the rampart, and ſword in hand 
attacked the Enemy, beat them off the Tower, | 
and poſſeſled himſelf of the ſtrong Hold of Zion. 
On its higheſt ſummit, Joab calls out aloud to 
David, and claims his reward. 

And David appointed Joab, Commander in 
Chief over all the Armies of Iſrael. 


_ Ve the reduttion a Jeruſalem David removed 


to it with all his Court, and made 1t his conſtant 


refidence. He built him a magnificent Palace, | 


and Hiram King of Tyre, hearing much of his 
_ fame and ſettlement at Jeruſalem, ſent Ambaſla- 


dors thither to congratulate him, formed a friendly 
alliance with David, and liberally furniſhed him 
with Cedar trees, timber, various articles for his 


| buildings, and a great number of artificers, as the 


Hraelites were principally farmers and graZzicrs, 
unleſs they. wer employed in the duties of the 


| Camp and the exerciſes of var. 


' The thirtieth Pſalm is an elegant and fablime 


Ode, wrote by Davidas a conſecration, and dedi-. 


cation of his Palace, 


David's " 


—— 
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David's proſperity was every, day upon the in« 
ercaſe, like a ſwelling ſtream enlarging its pro=- 
greſs, his riches and his honours were advancing 
greatly, and when his royal Palace was finiſhed 
and he had brought all his family into it, he ſet- 


tled and eſtabliſhed his houſehold, wiſely and di- 
ligently inſpected into all his ſervants and atten= 


dants, and regulated his whole Court. David 


was deſirous of holding up his own condua, as 
an example and pattern of religious order, and 
virtuous emulation to his People, his Houſehold, 
his Children and his Army, His Officers were 


all of them men of principle, honour, of Une 


_daunted courgge and ſobriety. 


The Hiſtory and wiſe regulations of his family, 
are recorded in the hundred and fifth Pſalm. 
An Ode highly honourable to his memory, as & 
virtuous SOTO, and a good man, 


A 


David next employed himſelf in ſurveying and 


giving orders reſpeQing the City, He greatly en- 
larged Jeruſalem and beautified it, formed wide 
and regular ſtreets, built Palaces for the young 
' Princes and his Nobles, He ere&ted a high Tower 
1n a celebrated fortreſs called Millo, a royal Pa- 


lace on a rifing ground, and built a magnificent 
Armory, and hung up in it a thouſand bucklers, 


all ſhields of mighty men diſtinguiſhed for their 


bravery, and warlike condudt, 


Jeruſalem 


i, 231 ) 


Jeruſalem became benceforward the Captital of 


the whole Kingdom, and the royal reſidence of 


all his ſucceſſors, but its peculiar honour was, .it 
being eminently called the City of the Great King, 


| the City of God, in Salem was his Tabernacle, 


and his dwelling place in Zion. Jeruſalem the 
Holy City. David now gloried, God had ex- 


alted him King over Iſrael, to make his "People. 


proſperous, happy, and vittorious, - God had 
eſtabliſhed his Kingdom, FEET: 


Aſter be had buſied himſelf. ſome years in | theſe 


publick undertakings, and he had accompliſhed 


them all, David full of patriotic zeal, compoſed the 
eighty ſeventh Pſalm. ©& The Loid loveth the 


« oates of Zion—of Zion it ſhall be ſaid, this, and 


* that man was born in her: and the Higheſt him- 


'* ſelf ſhall eſtabliſh her”. David had now com-. 


pleated his deſigns, built- his Palaces, beautified 


and enlarged his Gitys and EE: largely oc 
Its ſecurity. | 


The Philiſtine neighbours, and other Kingdor s 


round about, alarmed at his conqueſts, his high 
exaltation and proſperity, grew jealous, and rea- 
Tonably ſuſpeRed, he would ſoon extend his arms 
and invade their territories; they made therefore 


great preparations, encamped with their Armies 
In the valley of Rephaim, and by way of boalt 
Vor., I, P 5 and 
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- 


anda ſhewof their readineſs, marched in great num 


"bers through Judza, and boldly laid fiege to the 


town of Bethlehem, and as foon as they became 
' malters, placed a ſtrong g oarriſon within it, David 
had no notice whatever of their intentions, no 


time to intercept their march, or make rcfitance, w 
He and his Nobles thought it moſt ſafe and pru. 
dent to retire to a neighbouring fort, the flrong 


Hold and cave of Adullam, and there affembled 
all his Army. Abiathar was arrayed in his Ponti- 
fical Habits, and the King, by means of the High- 


Prieſt, devoutly applied to God, the anſwer was 


| brought him here. 


&© Go inſtantly. purſue the Philiſtines, you ſhall 


KL come off victorious”. 


Confident FE thus encouraged, David overtook 
them at Baal-perazim, and obtained a complete 


victory, The Philiſtines fled and left their Gods, 


David and his men (accordivg to the command of 


_ God) committed them all to the flames, Enraged 
and diſtreſſed for their Images and their Gods, 
with freſh forces and new allies, the Philiſtines 
were now ſeen ſpreading themſelves again in the 


| valley of Rephaim. David boldly met them, ob- 


tained a ſecond victory, and purſued them from 


Geba, even unto Gazer, and the very gates of 


\ their Cities, 


_ Encouraged 
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* Encouraged by his ſacceſſes, his Army thus 


inſpirited, and an enemy to floth and inaQtion, 
David now extended his conqueſts over other 


neighbouring Nations around him, by all which 


he greatly encreaſed his own power and riches, 


and by making thein tributary, and leſs formidable, 
| he eſtabliſhed more laſting peace, with many bleſ= 
 fings to himſelf, his ſubje&s and poſterity. David 


marched a powerful Army againſt Moab, his 
valiant, troops conquered, and put to the ſword, 
two thirds of all the forces of the Moabites. and 


he laid the Kingdom under an annual tribute to. 
Iſrael, He then entered other neighbouring 
Kingdoms, and encountered Hadadezer, Son of 


Rehob, King of Zobah, and he fought him on 


the plain, near the banks of the river - Euphrates, 
_ twenty thouſand Infantry, and. ſeven thouſand 
| Cavalry were put to the ſword, a thouſand 


chariots were taken, one hundred of which the 
King ordered to be reſerved for his own ule, and 
directed that all the reſt ſhould be burnt... 


In this laſt expedition, and vifory over Hada- 


dezer, David gave great offence to Syria, t the 


King of Zobah was his faithful ally and boſom 
friend, and to revenge his quarrel, and the Princes 


diſgrace, the Syrian King, at the head of a formi=- 


dable Army, ſet out from Damaſcus, to meet the” 
| | Conqueror 


$4) 


Conqueror and engage him in perſon. © The 
Syrian Army was almoſt all of it cut to pieces, 
| the Hebrews ſlew twenty thouſand in the field, 


and the reſt eſcaped only by flight; David cloſe 
at their heels, drove them back, even to the gates 


of their Capital, and impoſed a vearly tribute on 


Syria, 


In this laſt exploit, David brought home with 

| him a number of Golden quivers and- arrows of 
gold, and he hung them up, as ornaments, in his 
Armory, and dedicated all his rich ſpoils to the 
ſervice of God, 


: In the hour of Vietory, encouraged by his 


ſucceſſes, David marched with his Army againſt 
Betah, and Berothai, two famous and capital 


Cities of Adrazer, valiant and powerful, enjoying 


the favour and proteQtion of his God, David laid | 
fiege to them, became maſter of both, and laden 
with his immenſe ſpoils, returned in triumph to_ 

Jeruſalem, amidft the general Joy and acciamg- 


tions of his Peoples 


Toi King of Amatha, a neighbouring Prince, 


ſorely alarmed at theſe many ſignal viftories, 


and David's approach fo near to the borders of 
| his territories, colleed together all his rich 


veſſels of gold and hlver,. very coſtly and of moſt 
curious 
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_ curious workmanſhip, theſe with other noble 


and valuable preſents, the King ſent by his Son 


| Joram, with compliments of congratulation to. 


David on his late glorious vittories, and made a 
propoſal to him of a league of amity. David 
accepted all his preſents, entered into a friendly 
alliance with the King of Amatha, courteouſly 
and hoſpitably entertaining his Son at the Court 
of Jeruſalem. 


David had Giewipied an Army into Iiumns, 


| his Generals had been all victorious, and now, on 


their return, came home laden with ſpoils. The 
King placed a ſtrong garriſon on the confines of 
Idumea, and made the whole Country as 


to Iſrael, 

In his high Court of Judicature, David ſat 
Judge; it was his great delight to receive the 
petitions of his ſubjefts, to hear cauſes himſelf, 
and adminiſter impartial Jullive with the ſtriteſt' 


equity. 


| Joab was confirmed in his honourable poſt of 
Captain-General, Commander in Chief over 
all the Armies of Iſrael. Jehoſophat was eleQed 


| his Recorder, Zadoc and Abiathar Highe 


Prieſts. Seraiah was his Secretary of State, 


| Benaiah Captain of his Life-guards. Beſides 
theſe he maintained a troop of Body-guards, and | 


another 
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another Regiment, to be always. about his perſon, 


| and called his Watch. 


David's Sons were in places of Authority and | 
Dignity, and Chief Rulers over Bans and 
GWCers, 


_ There were now in the Army, thirty- Valiant 
Warriors, who had diſtinguiſhed themſelves by 
their bravery, all of them Genera! Officers, 


fignalized by their heroic valour, and good con- 
duQ in hazardous exploits and poſts of ſignal 
danger, and his enemies were weakened, hum- 


| bled, ard almoſt all of them tributary. David 


renewed his friendly alliance with Hiram King 


of Tyre, and that Prince ſupplied him with im- 


menile quantities of Cedar, -and a number of ex. 
pert workmen to affiſt him in his improvements; 
and add grandeur, beauty, and magnificence to 
the City, his royal Palaces and publick buildings. 


David, more at peace and in 1 great proſperity, 


was at leiſure to enlarge his domeſtic comforts, 


and attend to his houſehold and family. 


© As under the diſpenſation in which he lived, 
the number of his wives and concubines were 
unlimited, David formed many new conneQions, 


and. married ſeveral more, and he had a large 


and 
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and numerous progeny. born, to him in Jeruſalem, 


0 beſides all thoſe, who had been born to him in 


Hebron, and they added to the grandeur of his 


Court, and the happineſs and proſperity of his 


Kingdom. | 
When he felt himſelf thus peaceably eltabliſhed, 


and ſettled in Jeruſalem, David was naturalky 

1ed to refle& on paſt lif-, andthe » many mercies 
and deliverances of his God, and now the friend. 
ſhip of his beloved Jonathan afreſh occurs to. 
| him, . 1s there (ſays he) any left of the houſe of 
\ Saul, that for Jonathan's ſake I may ſhew him 
kindneſs, and David recolletted -Ziba a ſervant 
of Saul's, and he enquired of him after Saul's 
family ; Ziba told him, there, 1s yet 'a Son of 
- Jonathan's, and the King ſays, where is he? and 
' David ſent for Mephiboſheth,, ſhewed him much 
kindneſs, ſettled the FP citate upon bim, and 
appoanted Ziba his ſteward. 


A ſeries of ſucceſſes, and the bleſſings of peace, 


inſpired this pious Prince with ſentiments of 


religious gratitude, and -devout acknowledg. 
ments, David zealoully ſtrove to make Jeruſa- 
lem, the City of God, the centre of his Worſhip, 


_ and he devoutly laid a plan, for bringing the Ark 
of God into it. The Ark had already continued 


SOR lifty years at Kaul etrim. | David was 
| | deſirous 
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deſirous of placing it in the beſt and moſt elegant 
| apartment of his new Palace, and there to. 
have the ſtated, and daily folemnities of Divine 
Worſhip publickly performed. The Ark was 
the emblem of the Divine preſence, God is faid 
to have dwelt between the Cherubims, it was 
now at the houſe of Abinadab on the hill, and 
had been ina very ſingular manner brought thi= _ 
ther. After a bloody battle, in which the Philil- 
tines were Conquerors, the Ark of God was 
carried off by the Enemy, and placed in the 
Temple of their Gods, but on account of the 
many plagues and judgments they had incurred 
by it, the Philiſtines, by the advice of their 
Prieſts, had fixed it on a carriage, harneſſed a 
| yoke of Oxen to it, and permitting them to take 
| their own courſe, the Ark was by them brought 
back into the territories of Iſrael, and they 
ſtopped at the houſe of Abinadab. 


The yolendour, Dignity and Safety of Jeruſalem, 
were objets of high value and importance to 
David, and now the very firſt wiſh of his heart 
was, to ſecure to it, the more immediate Preſence, 
_ and Protettion of the God of Iſrael, 


The Ark was a Cheſt of Shittim Wood, one 
yard and half in length, over-laid within -and 


without, with pure Gold, the top formed a Scat, 
and | 
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-and it was called, the Mercy-Seat. Two tables 
of Stone were placed within, and the ten Com- 
' mandments engraven on them. Theſe were called 
the Teſtimony, the Unalterable Laws of _ 


'In the Hebrew Republick, the Ark was look- 
ed up to, with ſacred awe and veneration, a 
ſtanding Memorial for Jehovah, the. centre of 
Religious Worſhip, where they immediately ape. 
plied for his favour and direQions. 


Jeruſalem to poſſeſs, this viſible emblem of 
the Divine Majeſty, the diſplay of his glory 
and his preſence, exhibited in a cloud or miſt 
over the Mercy ſeat, and ſo awfully conſpicuous 
there, was moſt Oe longed: for by David, 
and he aſſembled together all his People, thirty 
thouſand men, all his Princes and Nobles, his 
Generals, Captains of thouſands, and Captains of 
hundreds, and of theſe he formed a grand Coun- 
cil, revealed to them his pious wiſhes and inten 
tion, and demands their advice and aſſiſtance. 


The propoſal was unanimouſly agreed to, upon 
which, David by Proclamation, brought together 
the Prieſts, theLevites, and the People, and he 
led them. himſelf to Kirjath-jearim, and having 
Prepared a ney carriage drawn by Oxen, Uzzah 
at Ahio, the two SOns of Abinadab, drove it to 

1% 299 their 
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(their Father's houſe, and then placing the Ark | 
pon it, they both attended it, Ahio marched 
| Immediately before, and Uzzah on the one ſide 


of it. The greateſt demonſtrations of Joy were 
every where ſeen, as ſoon as it began to move, a 


| long proceſſion and numerous band of Sacred 


Muſic kept playing before it, pſalteries and 
timbrels, cornets, and cymbals, accompanied 
with the voices of the Levites. 


This national ſatisfaftion and general joy, of 


King and People, was ſuddenly interrupted, as 


they paſſed the threſhing floor of Nachon, one 


_ of the Oxen ſtumbled and ſhook the Ark, Uzzah 
fearing left it ſhould fall off the carriage, raſhly 
| Put his hand out to ſupport it; Uzzah was only a 


Levite, and by the Jewiſh Law forbidden to 


' touch it, and the penalty was death, the Ark was 
| the dwelling place of Jehovah, under his pro- 


teftion and guardian care, Uzzah had violated 
the Law, the hand of God {truck Uzzah, he 
tell down dead by the Ark. 


- This moſt diſtreſsful event perplexed and 
greatly grieved the King, © David was ſore 
« afraid of the Lord that day, and (he ſays) 
© how ſhall the Ark of the Lord come to me ?” 


4 David immediately defiſted from his undertaking, 


he ordered it into a houſe near, and 1t belonged 
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to-Obed- Edom, a Levite, and there it continued 


three months, and during all that time, Obed- 
 Edom was diſtinguiſhingly rewarded, by a very 


- unuſual and remarkable proſperity. 


This viſible blefling over Obed-Edom, and all 


-his family, was ſoon noticed by David, and it 


ts. 2 him to remove the Ark to Jar. 


David again aſſembled all bis People, - and 
his grand Council of Princes, Nobles, Generals; 
Captains of thouſands, and Captains of hundreds, 


to aſſiſt him on this very ſolemn buſineſs, made 
| Nill more awful by the judgment inflifted and 
fatal end of Uzzah, he ſent for Zadoc and Abja- 


thar the High-Prieſts, and fix Principal Levites, 
and he ordered them carefully to abſtain from all 
pollution, and purify themſelves in order to 


| bring the Ark upon their ſhoulders (and they 


ſhould be accompanied, and aſſiſted by all Iſrael) 


to the apartment, he had allotted and prepared 


farit. David revealed to them what he ſuſpe&ted 
to be the cauſe of the former interruption and 
diſtreſs, the error they had committed in af-_ 
tempting to convey it ina carriage, when the. 


way-.of removing. it on former occaſions, had 


been ſo SITY direed them by God. 
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s In obedience to the King': s'. Command, the 
Prieſts and the Levites abſtained from all polliic - 7 
tion, and ſanQified themſelves; they were all. 
cloathed in robes of white linen, eightcen were | 
appointed as porters with ſtaves to ſupport the 
Ark, the reſt ſung the Anthem, and ſuch ſacred D 
Hymns, as David had hirhſelf compoſed on this 

' occaſion, and their voices Were accompanied 
with a variety of inſtrument, a band almoſt 
without number. Two Prieſts were placed on 
each fide, as door-keepers, ſeven more walked 
in proteffion before the Ark, ſounding loud. 
their Trumpets, and the whole People with their 
Princes and Nobles, Elders, Heads, and Ru- 

| lers, Generals; Captains of thouſands, and 
Captains of Hundreds, all with muſical inftru- 

| ments, and a numerous choir of Virgins (all in 

1 white) accompanied the muſic with their voices, 

S exultingly exprefling; by frequent and loud accla- 

mations, their joy and extacy, during the high. 

ſolemnity of this very devout and glorious pro- 

ceſlion. 


' David himſelf laid afide all his Robes and En- 
| figns of Royalty, and he put on a linen {dreſs, In 
= the form of a Levites, and he girt round him a 
} ' linen Ephod, with his Harp in his hand, on 
| which he you himſelf, and exprefſed the higheſt 
demonſtration 
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and Peace; and God never did deſert Jeruſalem, 
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denfonitration. of joy, in "W_ of. the Ark, the 
Emblem of the Preſence of. God, according to 
the cuſtom of the times; and their uſual manner. 


- on. their grand ſolemnities: in order to render 
the march and proceſſion more ſacred and reli- 


gious, the King at proper intervals . put up 
devout prayers to God, a moſt folemn Wor- 
ſhip, and the Prieſts performed the Cetemonies 
of Sacrifice, and offered up peace-offerings and 
burnt-offerings. 


Alternately, and tn chorus, they chanted that 
ſublime Ode, the ſeventy eighth pſalm— | 
David rejoiced he had now, his King and his 


God, mote immediately preſent with bim, and he 


perſuaſively exhorted all his People, to acknow- 


ledge this Almighty God, the God and King of 
Iſrael, to be afſured he is preſent every where, 


both in his Heavenly, and this his earthly SanQtua- - 
ry, the Author of his proſperity, the Author. oF 


| his Rule $ happineſs. | 


During the whole proceſſion, the nation were 
putting up fervent prayers to Almighty God, 


| who had ſo honoured the Ark with the tokens of 


his preſence, and bad now made Jeruſalem his 


| perpetual habitation, became Guardian Proteaor 


of the City, intereſted in its ſafety, proſperity _ 


or 
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of t give it up to be ravaged or plundered, "frond 
the time, of this ſolemn proceſſion, and entrance 
of the Ark, until the deſtruftion of i it, by Nebu- 
chadnezer King of Babylon, but under many Per- 


 ſecutions and diſtreſſes, by fignal interpoſitions 
_ and deliverances, God always did preſerve it, 
_ and very diſtinguiſhingly, under all the MEINs | 


of Its prous, worthy, and Joan Princes. 


| After the Ark was ſet down, by the Prieſts 
and Levites, under the Tent David had pitched 
forit; at the Altar, ere&ed before the Taber- 
nacle David himſelf preſided, while the Burnt= 


Offerings, and Peace-Offetings were offered up 
to the Lord. Then the pious King, turned 
| himſelf towards his People, and moſt ſolenmly 
pronounced a bleſſing on them, in the Name 
of the Lord of Hoſts, exhorting them, to keep 
their hearts perfe& in the ſight of God, to walk 
In his Statutes, and to keep his Commandments, 


as at this ob 


Behold a Partriot King, the Father of his Pac 


ple, ſupplicating Almighty God in behalf of all his 
ſubjefts, exhorting them to Piety, and the Reli- 
gious forms God had eſtabliſhed among them, to 


ſecure His protettion and their own proſperity. 


David 


By 
7%. 
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David with royal munificence ordered to every 

Man, and every woman, a loaf of bread, a fuita- 

ble proportion of meat, and a flagon of wine, 

and then joyfully ſent them, every one to. his 
own houſe, | | 


After David had thus depoſited the Ark at 
Jeruſalem, he appointed the Levites to their reſ- 
pettive offices, diſtributedthem into diſtin& claſſes, 
with royal munificence he provided for the cele- 


bration of publick worſhip before the Ark, with 


the cuſtomary pomp and ſplendour of thoſe times, 


and the genius and circumſtances of the - People, 


and David compoſed an Ode of praiſe | and 
thankſgiving, principally recorded in the hun- 
dred and fifth pſalm, 


David now exprefled his moſt earneſt wiſhes 
to build a Temple to the Lord, and he told his 


defigns to Nathan the Prophet, who approved of 


| his intentions and aſſured him, God would cer- 


tainly be well pleaſed with ſuch piety and zeat 


for his ſervice, but it was on the enſuing night, 
| God ordered the Prophet to carry him a very 


| fignal prohibition, and yet with all, the kindeſt 


aſſurances that his Son ſhould build him a houſe, 


and that his Kingdom ſhould be eſtabliſhed for 


ever, Full of the warmeſt gratitude, David in 
| the 
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the prefence of Nathan, burſt out into the moft 
humble exprefſions of praiſe and acknowledg- 
ment, and theſe extemporaneous diftates of piety, 
and devotion, are recorded in the eighteenth 
and followirg verſes, of. the hundreth and twemy 
ſecond Pſalm. 


About this time, Nahaſh King of Ammon died, 
and was ſucceeded by Nahun his Son. Upon 
this occaſion David ſent Ambaſfadors'to congra- 
\ tulate the young Prince on his acceffion, and as 
his Father was his friend and ally, he propoſed the 
| fame amicable league and alliance with the Son, 
and he afſured him of his reſolution, on his part, 
inviolably to preſerve it. The Princes and No- | 
bles of the Court of Ammon, miſunderſtood the 
' nature of the embaſſy, the friendſhip and kindneſs 
intended by David, and they made the King be- 
| lieve the Ambaſſadors were ſent as ſpies to report 
of the country, and inſpe& into its reſources and 
firength. Thus deceived the young Prince liſten- 
ed to the remonſtrances of his Nobles, and 
treated the Ambaſſadors with contempt and indig- 
nity, he gave immediate orders to have one half 
of their beards ſhaven off, one half of their cloaths 
cut away, thus ignominiouſly diſgraced he ſent 
them back to David, and with no other meſſage 
or anſyer VRALSVET, 
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When David beheld his Ambaſſadors on their 


return, ſo ſhamefully disfigured, he zealouſly 
| ſet about retrieving their honour, and reſenting 


the affront. David inſtantly blew the trumpets, 
and proclaimed War againſt the Ammonites. 
The Court of Ammon, well knew, the inſult would 


be noticed; it was in fat, a commencement of 
 Hoſtilities, they formed new Alliances, and made 


all necefſary preparations, the Treaſury was 
opened, a thouſand Talents were ſent to Meſo- 
potamia, informing them, they would receive into. 


preſent pay, as many Troops, as they could ſend 


them. A thouſand Talents more they forwarded 
to Zobah, and to two other powerful Princes in 
their neighbourhood, with whom they formed a 
league of amity, and aſked their immediate aſ- 
fiſtance, Such very numerous and formidable 
Alliances, did not intimidate David. They had 
waged War. His cauſe was juſt. His truſt in 
the Lord his God. David ſounded his trumpets, | 


| aſſembled his whole Army, appointed Joab his 
General to head them, and to march inftantly 
_ againſt Rabbah, the Capital of the Ammonites. 


The rough and hardy ſoldier, as ſoon as he was 
inveſted with the Command, entered the Coun- 
try, marched his Army towards the City, and 
encamped within fight of Rabbah. The Ammo- 


ites opened their gates, and poured out in battle 


YObs 1 R R r array 


( 2098" ) 
array, to the right and to the left, and formed 
themſelves into two divifions, The Auxiliaries 
filled all the plain, The Ammonites placed them- 
ſelves in full front of 'Joab, but not very diftant 
from their own gates. £ 


Of ſuch a divifion, | Joab, an experienced Ge- 
neral, wiſely. availed himſelf, he choſe out a ſe- 
lea number of his brave and valiant Troops, and 


Hationed them in full front of the Auxiliaries, He: 


ordered his brother, to draw up the remainder in 
line of battle, and boldly compel the Ammonites 
to engage- with him, Joab further. agreed with 


- his brother, that-in caſe: the Auxtharies. ſhould 


prove too powerful for him, and his men, he 
ſhould withdraw his Troops from the Army of the 
Ammonites, and bring. them inſtantly. to his afſ- 
fiſtance, and Joab-in return, would ſend ſpies, and. 


watch his diviſion and progreſs, and fly to his 


fuccour, in caſe he, and his troops ſhould be over= 
Powered by the Ammonites, With undaunted 
courage, obſtinacy and reſolution, Joab engaged 
the Auxiliaries, the Syrians all fled, ſo fierce and 


_ tremendous was the attack, Joab was foon vieto- 


rious and maſter of the Plain. The Ammonites 
refuſed to engage at all, they retreated within their | 
gates, and ſhut themſelves cloſely up within their - 


| Wails, | 


| After 
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After this tatal defeat of the. Auxiliaries, and 


the blockade of the Ammonites, Joab marched his 
Army back to Jeruſalem, 


by 


The Ammonites ſorely exaſperated, -otwiths 


Randing their ill ſuccels, ſought out new Allies, 


they made formidable preparations for War, raiſed 
new recruits, augmented their Army, and forti- 


| ied their City, and never offered any overtures 


of peace whatever, David again aſſembled his 
forces, and he took the command on himſelf, 
marched his Army to the Plains of Jordan, and 
ſoon after, he paſſed the River: there the Ammo- 
nites gave him battle, a moſt bloody conflia, 
but a ſignal and glorious vittory was obtained 
by David, forty thouſand Infantry, and ſeven 
thouſand Cavalry, were all put to the ſword, and 
their Commander'in Chief. 


| Meſopotamia here ſent Ambaiadore: and very 
rich preſents to David, and they became triþu- 


tary. 


Juſt before the winter, David returned to Jeru- 
ſalem, laden with his rich preſents and his ſpoils, 
and early in the ſpring, he ſent Joab his General 
ap the Ammonites. Joab, marched his brave 
Troops, a powerful Army into their Country, 
laid waſte all their lands, and ſhut tzem up again 
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+, in Rabbah their Capital, he ereed his ramparts 


*z and dug his trenches, made all the neceſſary pre- 
_ parations for a vigorous ſiege, and he ſat down 


with his whole Army before it. 
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His Amour with Bathſheba—Uriah's Condutt— 
David's letter to Joab—Uriah's Death —Mar- 
riage of Bathſheba—The Prophet Nathan's 
Vifit—His Wiſe, Elegant, and Striking Lec- 

ture—David's Sentence on himſelf—His Pe- 

nitential Sorrow—Birth and Death of a Son— 
Solomon born—Nathan appointed his Tutor— 
The Royal City of Rabbah taken— Magnificent 
Crown—Amnon's baſeneſs—Tamar's difſtreſs--- 
Abſalom's Murder of Amnon—David's Sor- 
row and Aſtoniſhment— Abſalom's flight to 
Geſhur, his Grand-father—His Return, and 
Reconciliation—His Inſinuations and Rebel- 
lion—David's Flight—His mournful Proceſſion 
His meeting with Huſhai, Ziba, and Shimei— 
Abſalom proclaimed—A chitrophel's Perfidy— 
His Death—Wiſe advice of Huſhai—Abfa- 
lom's battle, Death—David's Grief and La- 

mentations— Joab's Remonſtrance. 
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| SET HERTO, you have ſcen a moſt amiable 
| Commander, a good Soldier, of aQive piety and 


ther at home, and their ſucceſsful Champion in 


8#ONTINUATION OF THE 


LIFE anus REIGN 


and highly virtuous charatter; a brave 
zeal for God, an example to his People, a Fa- 


the field. 


Would to God, 1 could drop a tear of ob- 
livion, over one moment of his life, and blot it 


out from the Annals of Hiſtory for ever, 
6 Hg His 


| His amour with the wife of Uriah, and the - 
orders he gave to deſtroy the huſband, are two 
crimes highly diſtreſsful and enormous, but he 
was ſo grieved for them both, and with ſo much 
ſenſibility expreſſes his heart-piercing anguiſh, 
and the bitterneſs of repentance, that the paſſage 
in his life, you ſo much grieve for, and over 
which you would fo gladly caſt the veil, is highly 
inſtrutive and edifying, a leſſon of vigilance, a 
model of ſelf-abafement. Affuredly the plea- 
ſures of the moſt proſperous ſinner, could never 
counterbalance a hundredth part of thoſe ſenſa« 
tions, he pathetically and ſo exquiſitely deſcribes, 
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Under the diſpenſation, David lived, he was 
allowed to have as many wives, and concubines, ' 
as he pleaſed, and he hoped at firſt, he was not 

_ violating the religion, and laws of his Country. 
But, he was informed, ſhe was Bath-ſheba, a 
married woman, the Daughter of Eltiam, the wife. 
of Uriah, a brave diſtinguiſhed Officer, now in 
his ſervice, and at the ſiege of Rabbah, the royal 

_ City of the Ammonites, under Joab his Com- 
Mander in Chief, 


_ The equity of the Moſaic law, allowed of no 
 attonement for adultery and murder, So pure, 
death yas the puniſhment always. 
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Hurried and blinded by paſſion even to mad. 


neſs, David at the expence of conſcience, honour, 
duty, ſends for Bath-ſheba. She came, ſhe 


yielded, and ſhe too ſacrificed chaſtity, honour, 


 Hiith, and incurred guilt, and 1 its legal puniſhment, 
death. 20 


Bath-ſheba went home, we hear no more of 
her, until ſhe ſends a faithful ſervant to David, 
fecretly to apprize him of her pregnancy, it was 


- an occurrence, which threw them both into the 


greateſt perplexity, how to avoid the ſcandal, 
infamy, and puniſhment. David by the conſci- 
ouſneſs of guilt, brought himſelf into the moſt un- 
manly, mean, and deceitful ſhifts; he ſends for 


Uriah home from the ſiege, under the pretence 
of making inquiries reſpeing Rabbahb, he enter- 
tains him at his table, and then ordered him 


home to his own houſe; but Uriah ſlept in the 
Barrack with the ſoldiers on guard, the next day, 
the King invites him again, and he plies him 
freely with the bottle, and he contrives to make 


bim drunk. Drunk or ſober, the rough and 
| Hardy ſoldier would never go home, Uriah flept 
again with the Palace-Guard, His condyt 


ſtrangely agitated and diſappointed David, every 


' art whereby he hoped to conceal his guilt, failed 
| kim; one only vay remained ; be reſolved to 


cloke: 


—T 
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cloke one fin, by committing a much worſe ; he 


| lays his plans, fixes on a method, and as vice is 


ingenious, he treacherouſly executed it, a moſt 


deliberate murder, but he contrived to commit 


the deed to another. Uriah's ſtay had been in 
vain prolonged, his diſpatches are now given 
him, and with them, the following letter to Joabs 
his General, ſealed with the royal ſignet. 


© Set Uriah inthe fore-front of the hotteſt 
{© battle, retire from him, that he may be ſmit- 
© ten and ace.” pF 


Joab appointed him a poſt of great danger on 
the City Walls, Uriah was killed by a ſally from 
the Garriſon, bravely fighting for his murderer. 


An expreſs was diſpatched with the news, 
Uriah's name 1n the liſt of ſlain, David wrote a 


formal anſwer back to the Camp, the ſword of 
war knew no diſtin&ion,. and he ordered Joab, to 
maintain his courage, perſevere-in his attack, and 


the City would be Ipeecily reduced. 


' Bath-ſheba put on her weeds, and ſoon after 


the uſual days of mourning were over, David 
lends and condutts her to the Palace, and pub- 


lickly married her. Hereby he ſcreens her from 


a proſecution for adultery, ſecures her from the 
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penalty of death, and makes her the amietids in 
his power, for the injury he had done her. 


David does not appear to have felt as yet, any 


thecks of conſcience for his crimes, the review of 


his condutt does not ſeem to have ſtruck him 
with remorſe, inſenfible and callous, he enjoys 


the pleaſures he had purchaſed, even at fo horrible 


an expence, the fiege went on proſperouſly, and 
his multiplicity of buſineſs, and Government, af- 
fairs engroſs his thoughts and his time. However 
inattentive and ealy David might be, the Hiſtory in- 
forms us; the Lord was angry with David, and He 
awakened hisconſcience, ſhewed him the heinouſ- 


neſs of his crimes, brought him to a ſenſe of his 


ouilt, to penitential ſorrow, and devout acknow- 


 ledgment. It was on this occaſion, God was 
pleaſed to employ his Prophet Nathan, he re- 
| queſted an audience of the King, and by a fable 


and ſtory moſt artfully wrought up, he forced 
David ſolemnly to pronounce condemnation on 


himſelf. The ſtory the Prophet told, was grave, 


forcible, affetting, infinuating, and polite. It 
conveyed a moſt important meſſage, tenderly and 
delicately expreſſed. Bathſheba had juſt borne 
him a Son, and David was highly elated, in the 
midſt of his joy, when Nathan is introduced, he 
addreſſes the King with the following complaint 
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. <./Two menlived in the ſame Town, one poor, 
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. Thou art the man.” Uriah the Hittite, thou 


and the other rich, he had herds and flocks 1 in 


abundance, but the poor man had not any 
thing, ſave only onelittle ewelamb, which he had 


bought and nouriſhed, ſo that it grew up toge= 
| ther with him and with his children, it did eat 


of his morſel, and drank of his cup, and lay in 
his boſom, and was to him as a Daughter, and 
there came to the rich man, a certain traveller, 


and he hegrudged to take of his own herd, and ; 


of his own flock, to entertain his oueſt, but 
took away the poor man's lamb, and provided 
for the traveller.” As the Lord lives, ſays 
David, © The man who has done this, is worthy 
of death, he ſhall reſtore the lamb four-fold, in 


as'much as he hath done this thing, and hath had 


no compaſſion.” And Nathan ſaid unto David, 


haſt ſmote with the ſword, and haſt taken his wife, 


to be thy wite, and haſt ſlain him x to the hands of | 


the children of Ammon. 


'The Propher now Dronounces a heavy judg- 


ment upon David and his family, 


- The dreadful ſentence rouſed the conſcience 


of the King, and from full conviction, he cries 
out aloud, © I have finned agalaſt the Lord.” 
Nathan, 
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Nathan inſtantly replied: *« The Lord hath puc 
* away thy fin. Thou ſhalt not die, but the 
« Son born unto thee, he ſhall ſurely die.” _ 


_ Vpon this, the Prophet - withdrew, and left the 
Palace, David greatly humbled himicli, he 


faſted, he lay all night upon the ground, he ac- 


knowl&gges the greatnels of his offences, and 


he moſt devoutly prays to be forgiven, to be reſ- 
| tored to the favour of God, and that his little 
_ infant might be ſpared. This laſt requeſt 
was. very ſpeedily denied him, and the child 


died on the ſeventh day, his ſervants ſce- 


Ing his diſtreſs, ſtill proſtrate on the ground, 


were afraid to tell him; he might be more mile. 


' Table and inconſolable; but ſeeing a bultle, the 
King enquired, and as ſoon as knew it, he aroſe 


from the earth, waſhed and anointed himſelf, put 
off his mourning dreſs, went to the Tabernacle 


where the Ark was depoſited, he there devoutly 
worſhipped God, and then returned home, or- 


dered his table to be ſpread, and refreſhed him- 


The ſervants expreſling their rorine” David 
| told them, that fince the child was dead, his faſt. 


ing could be of no avail, he muſt follow the child, it 


could never return to him, 


Bathſheba 
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' Bathſheba bore him another Son, and God was 
pleaſed to bleſs him from his earheſt infancy, he 
called his name Solomon, and Nathan the Pros 
phet, was appointed his tutor. The fiege of Rab= 
bah went on proſperouſly, the Ammonites were 
reduced to very great extremities, by cutting off 


' the ſupplies of water and proviions, a famine EN-. 


tued 1 in the City, 


Joab, at this time, forwarded his diſpatches to 
Jeruſalem, and informed the King of the diſtreſs 
_ of the Ammonites, and the nearneſs of their ſur 


_ render, and requeſted the honour of his Majeſtty's 


coming in perſon to the camp, thatthe glory of the 
conqueſt might be aſcribed to him, David com- 
mended the duty and fidelity of his General, af- 
ſembled his guards, and haſtened with them to 
the ſiege, the City was ſoon taken, the ſoldiers had 


leave given them to plunder it, aad David him. 
{elf took poſleſſion of the King's crown, valued at 


a talent of gold, and there was ſet in the middle 
of it, a Sardonyx ſtone of great beauty and luſtre, 


Ever after, enthroned in ſtate, David always 


wore this crown. He put all the inhabitants of 
Rabbah to the ſword, with the like leyerity, he 


treated their other Cities, and he carried all 


the rich ſpoils, he had taken, back with him in tri- 
Wnph to Jeruſalem, 
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* The loſs of David's little Son, was the begin. 


ing only of family troubles, another affliction ſoon 


followed ; his Son  Amnon's: baſe, treacherous, 
infamous lewdneſs, and violence with his own 
half fiſter, is now the -cauſe- of very fatal 
miſchief, and great diſtreſs, | 


After Amnon, had cunningly contrived her 
ruin, and perpetrated all his baſeneſs, the Prince 
appears highly diſguſted, moſt cruelly inſults her, 
and turns her out of doors into the ſtreet: Tamar 
covered with ſhame, rends her Princely robe, in 
ſackcloth, and with aſhes on her head, ſhe goes di- 


realy to the houſe of her brother Abſalom, who 


very kindly received her, and comforted her, by 
the tendereſt and moſt affettionate treatment, 
uſing every ſoothing means to alleviate her ſorrow, 
and ſhe in this diſconſolate ſituation, ſtaid: in his 
houſe two whole years, without ever ſeeing, or 


| being ſeen, by any body whatever. 


David | was very angry, and moſt exceedingly 
diſtreſſed, he too plainly ſaw the threatenings of 
God, by the Prophet Nathan, were aftually 
taking place, Amnon was his eldeſt Son, a fan 
vourite with his Father, and in his angerand high 


_ reſentment, he was very unwilling to paſs ſentence, 
and take away the life of his Son, but Abſalom 


(who was own brother both by father and mother) 
R, OR Was 


( gr } | 
was over=come by his violent diſguſt,” and hatred. 
to Amnon, and was watching every opportunity, 
how he might ſecretly revenge the injury, Two. 
years were now elapſed, and Abſalom propoſed. 
taking a journey into the country, and ſhear his. 
ſheep, at that time it was always uſual to make a 

feaſt, and he invited all his family. to his eſtate at_ 
Baal-hazor, to partake of it. David excuſed him- 
ſelf, unwilling to put his Son to a large expence 
on his account, but all his children were invited, 
and he freely gave them leave; and alſo Amnon 
was permitted to accompany them. 7 


I” FG FO FC EPS. - wn 45 po ——* ox od ER Ret. AS NE CO. I —_— > - - o 
a - Oy - ' = ESI AS is CE af hd wen s Fo _—_ , — CRE "PTR an > »y % GFA " __ - 
'n ar " Pr ICE: Jn +5 SG Hay Ee” ws KSL _ Po PIR IDS uUpe rr rr Ho RE Ms bn 
; FO Sir ge AREAOITIIS TTY Comprar oO ITE NT EET es Co au ay Sth p ton Loot #5 SES, —_ . 
"I ” As. . : Sy "\ FP - 4 1 : L __ = 2 E 25 > Dn w4 


> & = ho > AL fs 
s 25 SIEM TG 


It was at this feaſt, Abſalom gave orders to his 
ſervants, to keep their eye upon his brother Am- 
non, and when they ſhould ſee him elated and 
merry with wine, they were to ruſh upon him 
and ſlay him. Abſalom's ſervants obeyed their. 
maſter, and his brothers, ſeeing ſo tragical an 
aQtion, were very terribly alarmed, and every 
moment expetted a like violence might be in= 
tended for each of them, they therefore ran to 
their horſes, mounted them as faſt as poſlible, 
and rode full ſpeed back to Jeruſalem. 


' On the very firſt X SIS of this nation's a 
meſſenger had poſted to David, and he reported 
that all his ſons were killed, overwhelmed with the 


_ deepeſt horror and RUXIEty, the King rent his gar-, 
ments, 
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- Inonts, lay proftrate on the earth, venting and] 
breathing out his grief in the bittereſt fighs and 
' Jamentations, while in this poſture and ſore diſtreſs, 
the noiſe and buſtle of horſes were heard, his Sons 
_ arrived, the Father riſes, runs out to meet them 
In a flood of tears, David wept, the Sons too wept 
bitterly, they for their brother, and David for his 
gon, 
_ Abſalom fled to Talmai, to the King, of 
Geſhur, and he continued at the Court of his 
| Grand-father three years; at this time David's. 
| fond and affeRionate diſpoſition began to relent, 
| he regreted his abſence, and his baniſhment, he 
_ commiſſioned Joab, his General, to bring back his 
Son, and ſent him for that purpoſe to Geſhur; 
Abſalom returned with Joab, but before he could 
enter the City, David ordered him to his own 
| houſe, and he confined him there two years. 
Abſalom then grew very impatient under his 
confinement, he held a conference with Joab, 
and urged him with great earneſtneſs to intercede 
_ with his Father, for his reconciliation and liberty, 
The General, for ſome reaſons, put him off from 
time to time, andneglefted making any application 
on his behalf, Abſalom was a moſt beautiful 
_ perſon, the handſomeſt 'man in all the Kingdom, 
4 and he now thought himſelf Heir to the crown, 
| and during ſo long an ablence and confinement, 
| Was 
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( giz ) Ol 
was feleful left forme deviſe might be forming 
againſt his ſucceſſion. He therefore repeatedly 

' with great zeal, renewed his requeſt to Joab, and 
at length vexed and ſadly diſappointed at his in- 
difference, the Prince grew quite warm, and he 
ordered his ſervants to ſet fire to a fietd of ripe 
corn, belonging to the General, and burn it all up. 
Joab inſtantly ran to Abſalom's houſe, and en 
- quired the cauſe of this miſchief and devaſtation, 
Abſalom ſternly reproved his omiffion and long 
delay, and reaſons with him on his ſufferings and 
confinement. He was even happier out of the 
Kingdom and at Geſhur; to be near his Father, 
and never ſee his Father, nor be forgiven, grew. 
every day, more and more infufferable. Joab' 
was now in earneſt to apply in his behalf, he re- 
queſted an audience, he won upon the affeQions 
of David, and obtained leave to bring him t6. 
the Palace. Ablalom fell proſtrate before his 
F ather, with dutiful ſubmiſſion and reverence he 
prayed to be forgiven, David inſtantly held out 
his hand, raiſed him up himſelf, and moſt cordi- 


py dially embraced him, and reſtored him to his af 
feftion and favour. 


Abſalom now took upon him great ſtate and 
magnificence ; he was Heir apparent to the Crown, 
David's eldef} Son, and he built him a ſtate equi- 
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page, encreaſed the number of his horſes, and 
enlarged his ſtables, was attended with a body. 
guard of fifty men, and they marched in ſtate be 
fore him, whenever he appeared in publick. 

Very early in the morning, it was always the 
cuſtom at the Palace to preſent petitions, for the 
People to attend and make their complaints, and 


lay their grievances before the Judges, Abſalom 


roſe early, went to the Palace, placed himſelf 
near the gate at the entrance, familiarly converſed. 
with all who reſorted thither, he enquired their 


| buſineſs, lamented their waiting, infinuated him- 


ſelf into their good graces, threw out ſome ſuſpi- 
cion, ſome diſtant hints to leſſen their good opi- 
nion of the {kill, the judgment, and even the in- 
tegrity of the Judges, the King's Council, and the 
Magiſtrates. Day after day, he thus moſt aflidu. 
ouſly ingratiates himſelf, winds himſelf into their 
favour, becomes more and more popular, a 
friend of the People, a redrefſer of their grie- 
vances, aſſumes the politeſt and moſt winning 


_ carriage, a highly pleaſing perſon, the moſt ele. 


gant and accompliſhed figure at Court. Abſalom 
lamented with great concern, he was not admitted 

to ſit as Judge, to hear all their complaints, and 
decide bunſelt 1 in their favour, thus tacitly re- 
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- proaching his Father, the Judges, and the Go. 


Ve rament.. 


When he was addreſſed as a Prince, and ho- 
mageewas paid him, moſt courteouſly he takes | 
them by the hand, embraces them, in token of 
_ affetion he kiſſes them, in{inuates himſelf into 


their eſteem, and thus aims. at weakening their 


loyalty, and undermining the good Government 
of his Father, 


. Numbers were-now in the intereſt of the Prince, 


Tuch condutt made him many friends, he 1s highly 


ſpoken of, and is ſecretly attempting to ſecure 
the Crown, by the moſt unnatural and impious 
rebellion againſt his Father, endangering his life, 


and plundering his Crown. All his fchemes are 
deeply laid, and Achitrophel, David's firſt Coun- 
ſellor, a man of deep cunning, and conſummate _ 
policy, offered him his ſervices, and wonderfully 
encouraged him. It was under the maſk of piety, 
_ Abſalom firſt concealed his treaſon. When he 


was in Syria, and had taken refuge at Gelhur, the 


Court of his Grand-father, he offered up a ſolemn. 
vow, if it ſhould pleaſe God to bring him back to 


Jeruſalem, and reconcile him to his Father's love, 


[he would offer upon the Altar at Hebron, a moſt. 


devout thankſgiving. and ſacrifice; the Prince 
_ <quelted an audience of the King, and duti. 
Ita fully 
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| fully aſked his permiſſion to go thither, and pers 


form his vow, it was the place of his Nativity, 
and the Altar, and the high place for ſacrifice 
were yet ſtanding, and in daily uſe. David not 


In the leaſt ſuſpefting any treaſonable intentions 
or diſloyalty, commended the piety of his Son, 


and very readily aſſented to his propoſal, gave 


; him his bleſſing, and wiſhed him proſperity. ' 


When theſe rel: gious ſacrifices were performed, 
there was uſually a grand feſtival, and Abſalom 
invited two hundred of the principal inhabitants, 
the moſt reſpeQtable of the People, to meet him 


at Hebron, to grace the ſolemnities, and partake 
of the entertainment; after this he diſpatched his 


emiſſaries, into all the principal towns on the 
road, and a ſele& number of thoſe he could truſt, 
were ordered to ſtay, in a ſtill and private manner 
In every one of them; on a ſignal which ſhould 
be given, his little party ſhould ſound the trum- 
pets, aſſemble the People, and publickly pro- 
claim him, King of Iſrael. They were then di- 


' retted to collect and enliſt into their party, all 


the Forces they poſſibly could, and repair with 


_ them all to his ſtandard at Hebron. : His plans 


thus adjuſted, Abſalom ſet out on his journey, 
many of his gueſts accompany him, and the reſt 
very innocently Prepare for their meeting him 

| they 
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ROW - 
they all reſpeQfully there paid him their homage 
and compliments, as Heir to the Crown, and eldeſt 


Son of the King. Theſe gueſts were People of 
character and great reſpeQability, they were 


therefore of advantage to his cauſe, and inſpired 


with high ſpirits and courage, all his party and the 


conſpirators, who at leaſt thought them all friends 


to the Prince and his cauſe. 


When Abſalom arrived at Hebron, ke ſent a 
formal meſſage to Achitrophel, Preſident of the 


King's Council, and this great Counſellor imme- 


 diately Joined his party, and ſtamped a fanftion | 


and importance on all their proceedings, a credit 
noticed by all the company. 


TranſaQions thus publickly performed, ſoon 


hecame a genefal talk, the news was Carried im- 


mediately to Jeruſalem, the report was all over 
the City, Abſalom had gained the hearts of the 


People, they had proclaimed him King, he WAS 
already on his march for the Capiaal 


David had very few forces in Jeruſalem, he 
- had not ſoldiers enough to defend the City, the 


King haſtily ſummoned a council, and propoſed 
to them, leaving inſtantly his Palace, and retiring 
tO a diſtance from his Capital, as the only means 
of ſalety left him, 1 in order ta avoid his, and his 
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Family's falling, into the hands of the Rebels, who 


already:on'the march, were approaching the City, 
and-expetted ſuddenly to. enter it, they (in the 


hour of diſtraQtion) might put the inhabitants to 
the tword, ravage and plunder all his People. 


The King' IN Council were nie; they - 
profeſſed the higheſt reſpe&, love, and loyalty 
to his Majeſty, and a determined relolution | ta 
follow him every where, | 


David colleaed all his houſchold, PER wives, 
and his children, and his ſervants, they all on - 
foot inſtantly ſet out, his. Nobles, his Friends, 


anda great number of Citizens accompany him, 
_ all his body-guards, and what forces he could ſo 
ſuddenly raiſe followed him, he left in his Pa- 
lace only ten women, his .concubines, and they 
_ were left in charge of every thing. His fix hun- 
dred faithful ſoldiers who had travelled with him 
from Gath, marched in the front, they all kept 


moving forwards, until they had gained a ſafe 
diſtance, where they might prudently ſtop, to.re- 
ceive his diſpatches, and hear of every. thing, now 
about to happen at Jeruſalem, 


After this eitielimwnt and firſt halt, the King 


_ ordered them on, over the Brook Kedron, his 


children, and little ones moved firſt, and then 
followed 


ONT 
followed the foldiers, his Nobles, his Friends; 
their Attendants and his Wives, laſt of-all David 
| himſelf paſſed over,.and they all took their rout 
towards the Wilderaeſs, amidſt the moſt -affettio= 


nate lamentations of his People, for their brave. 
and moſt excellent Prince, thus piteouſly and. 


ienominiouſly drove into exile, by his ungrateful, 
and moſt unnatural Son. . Zadoc and Abiathar, 
the two High-Prieſts, and their Prieſts, and the 
Levites here overtook him, and they had care- 


fully brought with them the Ark, the emblem of 
the Divine 2-4 pay but David direfied them to 


return back with it. 


"0 God is every where preſent, ſhould God 


& reje@ me I ſubmit, let Him do to me as 
C ſeemeth Him good. 2 Has 


| Aflition with dignity and minly' fortitude, a 


humiliation ſweetened by hope and truſt in his 
God. Abiathar one of the High-Prieſts, in order 


to forward the ſafety and eſcape of many more of | 


his friends, was already gone back, and had paſſed 
over the Brook, when on looking behind, he ſaw at 
a diſtance Zadoc, the Prieſts, and the Levites 
bringing the Ark, and repaſling Kedron. David 
had held a converſation with the High-Prieſlt, 


prudentially and politicly told him, you are a 


| Beer, a wiſe and intelligent man, do go quietly 


back | 
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back to Jeruſalem, and I pray God to: protett 


| and bleſs you, let your two Sons accompany you, 
they will be truſty friends, you now perfeQly well 


know my rout, ſend me word of all that paſſes in 
the City, Both the High-Prieſts continued at 
Jeruſalem, until the rebellion was entirely ſup- 
preſſed. The King having thus confidentially 


ſettled his mode of intelligence, purſued his march 


towards the Wilderneſs, and aſcended the hill to 


Mount Olivet; and it was here he ſuffered ſorely 


from his great fatigue; a ſenſe of his danger, the 
fearful apprehenſion of the diſpleaſure of God, 
and from the unnatural unaffeQionate conduR of 


a Son, he moſt tenderly . loved. David's very 


heart was pierced, and his tears found vent and 


overwhelmed his eyes. He travelled on a mourn- 
Ing penitent, his head covered, and bare-footed, 
His attendants, in proof of their love and very 


tender concern, followed his example, and they 
very heartily, and grievouſly ſorrowed with him. 
A meſſenger here overtook them, and came run-- 
ning with the news, that his firſt counſel, and wiſe 


friend Achitrophel, had joined the conſpirators ; 


David well knowing his abilities, his cunning and 
deep policy, was greatly alarmed and diſtreſſed, 


. On the perfidy and treaſon of this unnatural 


- friend and OURENGr, David (fome time after re- 


AcQing 


ES 

fleQing on his baſenels) compoſed the fifty fifth 
Pſalm. On the top of the Mount, the King was 
met by a very old and affeftionate friend, Huſhai, 
and he had rent ail his clothes, and put earth upon 
his head in token of forrow, and he would fain 
have accompanied David in his flight, but the 
King wilely refleed, how very uſeful the ſervice 
| of ſo faithful a friend, would be to him and 
his cauſe in Jeruſalem, and he informed him. of 
the treaſon and perfidy of Achitrophel, over- 
perſuading him to return back and offer his ſervices 
to Abſalom, he might have it in his power to de« 
feat and fruſtrate Achitrophel's deep policy, and 
treacherous deviſes againſt him. Huſhai yielded 
| to the importunity . of David, he immediately re- 
turned, and found Abſalom had already taken 
poſſeſſion both ot the City and the Palace, 


Going down the hill on the other ſide, David 
was overtaken by Ziba, the ſteward of Mephibo- 
ſheth, and he brought him on aſſes two hundred 
loaves, a great quantity of raiſons and ſummer 
Iruit, and a cafk of wine, a ſealonable preſent, as 
they were juſt now entering the Wilderneſs, to 
refreſh all the travellers. David enquired of 
Ziba where his maſter was, and he anſwered at 
| Jeruſalem, he was waiting in full expectation of 
Deing reſtored to the Throne. It was a very little 
Toh broocccdlys _. - fartber- 


” » es 


("g62 ). 


farther at Bahurim, that the King was met by 
Shimei, a relation of Saul's, and he followed after 
David with the moſt horrid curſes and i impreca- 
tions, throwing great ſtones down the hill and mo- 


Teſting him and his party; ſuch infamous and ma- 


licious inſult, enraged the King's Officers, and 


Abiſhai, one of his Generals, aſked permitſion to 
go and take his head off, David very mildly rea- 


ſoned with him, © Behold my own Son ſeeketh 
« my life, how much more this Benjamite.” 


Such meekneſs and forbearance, made Shimet 
more inlolent, and he kept ata very ſhort diſtance, 
_ pelting him with ſtones, and clouding him with 


duſt, David till purſued his march, and he en- 
tered the Town of Bahurim, in the tribe of Eph. 
raim, and he halted, and here refreſhed his family 


and all his People, vearied out with ſo very long 
_ and haſty a Journey, 


| Abſalom and his rebel Army were all ſettled, 


carouſing and rejoicing in Jerulalem, Achitrophel 


His firſt favourite and prime Miniſter, Among 
other Officers of State, Huſhai « came to Court, and 
paid his compliments to the young Prince, © God 
« ſave the King.” Abſalom with unparalleled 
rudeneſs was very ſeverely ſatirical upon him, and 


, ſcorntully aſked, is this your kindneſs to your old 
* friend? why wenteft thou not with thy friend? 


and 


(7923 \) 


% - and Huſhai anſwered, No, whomſoever the Lord, 
the Army, and Iſrael chuſe, him will T ſerve. As 
1 have ierved thy Father, fo will I ſerve Thee. 


The F rankneſs, and well-known fidelity of Hue 


ſhai, inſtantly procured him a Station and appoint= 
"ont at Court. 


Abſalom now ſummoned a grand Council 


' of all his Friends and Adherents, in order to 


adopt proper meaſures, to accompliſh and ſecure 


the Revolution i in his favour, which had been ſo 
very ſucceſsfully begun. A very horrid and 


moſt dreadful part of the Prophets Predifion 


was now ripe for fulfilment ; Nathan had told 


David, © I will take thy Wives, and I will 


« give them to thy N eighbour” to this abandon=- 


ed and moſt execrable of all Meaſures, Abſalom 


was now adviſed by his Miniſter and favourite 


Counſellor Achitrophel, and he ſeemed to have 
| in view, the baſe and moſt determined reſolution, 


of preventing hereby, all future reconciliation 
between Father and Son. 


On the Houſe top, in the 'face of the Sun - 


and in fight of all Iſrael, Abſalom, without fear 


or ſhame, prepetrated even this Wickedneſs, 


this moſt horrid. of all inceſts; and had he the 


leaſt decency or tenderneſs of conſcience, he. 


_ would have ſhuddered at the thoughts of Com- 
mitting 
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mitting, even. Ne the darkeſt and moſt ſecret. re- 
tirement imaginable, what he had thus publickly 


and avowedly executed at noon Day. | 


The next advice of Achitrophel, was not lefs 


Horrid and impious, his plan and contrivance was, 
to murder his Father, and he offered himſelf 
to become his executioner. He would ſet out 
that very night with twelve thouſand choſen 
Men, and accompliſh this moſt bloody Deed, 


and the ſcheme he propoſed, was very likely in- 
deed. to have proved fatal to David. Huſhai's 


prudence and wiſe condut prevented it. Abſa- 
lom highly delighted with Achitrophel's advice, and 
his zeal to ſerve him, aQuually figned his orders 
to ſet off, but he firſt ſent for Huſhai. (Huſhai, 


had already found means to forward the neceſ- 
ſary information to David, direQing him to 


| change his route and make no delay whatever. 


fearing leaſt he might not be able to put a 
ſtop to the expedition, and inſtant march of 


Achitrophel.) Huſhai's opinion was wiſely cal- 
culated to ſooth the vanity and ambition of the 


young Prince, and it luckily met the approbation 
of the whole Council, though perhaps almoſt 


the only one, which could have ſaved the life of 
David, give him time to refreſh his harraſſed 


followers, and recover them from the ſore alarm 


and conſternation. * * The Counſel of Achitrophel 


18 


FP. 4 
Wat 


- 7 6 TE Et "OY ” 
Y Re WO I WS 9 og « 
, : ECL ar Met TN ' 

ELL, wh PIN £"Y»>, WEIS ris V . ws : . _ £ 

LOS EEC Ch at I Boe an RY ws TY SEE . 

Yen WESY IRS T2 3. BO) ER be A 4 PP ah - _ MAC > 
© D - 26-25 : : +» 5 A47 NH _ RF "% þ 
IE IE» EE IE St Ns > I. eo ST NERD 

X De HP Re RI « , 


502-4, 


y Ef HI I ES 5 1860, 
Cs Kt ns CE ot 43x Sl "ry \- 
PE IIET 


+, REES, 
+6 


of Gad, and here many of his friends reforted 
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is not good on the preſent occafion, Thy Father 


and his Men, age Men of Valour and expeti- 


ence, they are not likely to be ſurprized, proba- 


| bly they had fortified themſelves in ſtrong holds, 
Caverns, and among Rocks, His advice to his 
Majeſty was, to call together all Iſrael, from 
' Dan to Beer-ſheba, and pour in upon David 
and his Army ſo numerous a body of troops, as 
would put it out of the power of any of them 


to eicape. 


Providence permitted the young Prince, and 
all his Council, to be blinded by this very ex- 
traordinary Speech. Achitrophel was the only 
Perſon who perceived the drift and dangerous 


_ conſequence of it ; moſt horribly chagrined and 
mortthed that the advice of Huſhai ſhould be 


perferred before his, he ordered his Aſs to be 


Taddled, and rode home full ſpeed, he there fat 
himfelf down, made his own Will, ſettled all 
his affairs, and afterwards went out and hung 
himſelf. | — 


\ Upon the information forwarded by Huſhai, 


David loſt not one moment, he with all his 


family, his attendants and army, at mid-night, 


croſſed over the River Jordan, and early the 


next morning arrived at Mehanaim, in the tribe. 


*® (a) 
= --20 him, and they brought him plenty. of Pro- 


viſion, ſupplied him with Tents, Couches, Uten= 
Als and all neceſſaries. 


Abſalom was ſoon informed of his Father's 
| new route, and of nis forces and ſtrength, he 
marched himſelf againſt him, with a formidable 

Army, and Amaſa was his Commander 1 in Chief, 
| they pitched their tents, and formed a large en- 
 - Fnpagnt in the land of Gilead, 


David aſſembled his troops and divided them 

iato three bodies, he gave the command of them 
__ Joab, and his two Brothers. David propoſed 
to be himſelf their General, but this, all his 
friends moſt ſtrenuonfly oppoſed, alledging, that 
his enemy would much perfer his ſingle death, to 
= the deitruQion of his whole Army. David there- 
= kore with a ſmall reinforcement ſtayed at Meha- 
naim, and he anxiouſly gave, .in perſon, ſtria 
charge to all his Officers, and in hearing of all his 
men, that they ſhould be very careful and tenders 

_ reſpecting the life of his Son. In the Foreſt of 
Ephraim a very fierce and bloody battle was 
fought, the Rebel Army were totally routed, 
BD . twenty thouſand men were flain in the tight, 
numbers more in the wood flying and attempting 
their eſcape. Abſalom purſued by a party of roy- 
aliſts fled with tull Ipeed upon his mule through 
the 


# 


ſpare the young man. 


of blood. 


 watchmen cries out, 


WD} 
the wood, his fine buſhy hair entangled if 
the branches of an oak, and the Mule ran from 
under him, and left the young Prince hanging by 
his hair, which was very thick, and immoderately 


luxuriant. A ſoldier haſtily ran and told Joab, 
upon which he ſaid to him, why did you not 


ſmite him, I would have given thee fifty ſhekels 


of ſilver, and a girdle (a Captain's Commiſſion; ; 
the man anſwered him, hadft thou offered ine two 
thouſand, 1 would not, after that my Lord, the 
King had ſo ſtrictly charged, ard entreated me to 
re the you | Joab ſaid, it was now no 
time to parly, where is the Prince ? and he com- 
manded him to ſhew him the ſpot, Joab inſtantly 
{truck a javelin into his heart, ten of his guards 
now cut down the body, threw it into an. adjacent 
pit, and covered it over with a heap of ſtones, 
Joab ſounded a retreat, recalled his ſoldiers 
from the purſuit, and put an end to the effuſion 


'The rebel Army thus diſperſed, cv ery 
man fled to his Own home, 


At the gate of Mehanaim, David in grca, 
anxiety, -moſt impatiently waited the event of 
the battle, and he was Ciltreſsſully {olicitous ſor 
the ſafety of his Son, the watchman on the hich 
Tower, cries out a meſſenger! a meilenger ! 1 
David ſays, he bringeth g00d news, again the 
I ſpy another ! and David. 


- 
ATI S2 36 
ks. 442 S d 
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again replies, he bringeth good tidings; the 
watchman now ſays, it is Ahimaaz Son of Zadoc 


and the King was glad, a meſſenger ſays he, of 


Joyful news; Ahimaaz now arrives and pays him 


homage, the battle is won, and David ſays, but 


' my Son. Ahimaaz anſwers, he could only tell 


him of the victory, the Enemy was routed. The 
other meſſenger now enters, David tells him I bave 
heard of the viftory, where is my Son?-Cuſhai an- 
ſwers, may the ſame fate be to thy enemies, as has 


now befallen thy Son; David went up to an upper 


chamber, the higheſt, moſt retired place in all the 
City, moſt bitterly bewailing the loſs of his Son, 


| beating his breaſt, tearing his hair, renting his 
' clothes, and crying aloud, O*' my Son: Abſalom, 
my Son, my Son Abſalom, would to God, I had 


died for thee ! O' Abſalom my Son, my Son, 


| Joab, and the Army, would not enter the City 
at the great Gate and in triumph as Conquerors, 


with countenances dejefted, and eyes full of tears, 
they ſilently marched in, ſo ſforrowful, and more 
like captives were they all, David ſat mute, 
with a veil over his face, heavily ſobbing and un- 
ſeaſonably mourning over his Son, Joab foreſaw 
from ſuch a conduQ, the moſt fatal conſequences, 


it was very likely indeed to occaſion a mutiny, So 


_ rough and hardy a Soldier, unaccuſtomed to the 


tender feelings of bumanity and parental fondneſs, 
went 


, T7 


( 329 ) 
went rudely up to him, and in terms imperious, 
inſolent and threatening, upbraided the King with 
ingratitude, reaſoned with him (at a ſeaſon like this). 
' on the ill conſequences of ſuch a publick effuſion 
of ſorrow and affeQtien, forced him out of his re 
tirement, obliged him to come forwards, and led 
4 him to his .People, © if you perſiſt, I will give 
= * your Kingdom to another, I will cauſe your 
=_ © Army to revolt. Dry up your tears, ſhew your= 


« ſelf at the Gate, aſſume. all the cheerfulneſs | in 
* * your pover, 6 


On this aieniig each of his Contrael, the 

= King reſumed his wonted care for his People, he 

= came forwards, ſat down at the oate in all his 

royal robes, and they all ſaluted him, and carne 

reſpeatully to pay him homage. All his Officers, 

Soldiers and People, even thoſe who had ſided with 

Abſalom, crouded in, and were now moſt ambi. 
tious to > ſhew him alfeQtion, Guy's and reſpett, ; 


E344 AY 
CONCLUSION OF THE 


LIFE and REIGN 


O F 


D. 


CONTAINING | 


His return to Jeruſalem—Meſſage to Amaſa the 

| Rehel General—Meeting with Shimei, Ziba, 
and good old Barzillai—Murder of Amaſa by | 
Joab—Revolt under Sheba—Quelled by Joab 
—Account of a Famine—Put a ſtop to by what 
-— Motherly affe&tion of Rizpah—New Wars 
with the Philiſtines—David's numbering the. 
People—His Choice out of three Puniſhments 
— Prefers the Peſtilence—David's prayer puts 
a ſtop to it—Purchaſe of Araunah's Threſhing 
floor— Adonijjah's Rebellion—Solomon pro. 

 claimed—David's gift towards the Temple— 

| Munificence of the People—David's Advice 

73 to Solomon—Recommendation of the Sons of 

| 


woe tf 


Barzillai—His converſation reſpeRing Joab 
and Shimei—David's Death==His Scpulchre—- 


vg Charadter, 
| | CONCLUSION 


HEN David ſaw the readineſs of the Tribes 
and his People, to condu@ him back to 
his Capital, he forwarded an expreſs to Zadoc 
and Abiathar, his High-Prieſts, to aſſemble the 
Chiefs and Elders of Judah, and haſten with 
them, to accompany him home to his Palace, 
and he ſent a truſty Officer with an offer to 
Amaſa, the rebel General, that in caſe he would 
take the Qaths of Allegiance, loyally and ami- 
cably 
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bly - join his Troops, he would appoint him 


his Commander in Chief, and General over all 
bis Forces, and as he was a Relation, David 


perſuaſiyely added. ** Say ye to Amaſa, art thou 


not of my bone, and of my fleſh?” This Step 
was an AQ of great Prudence, for Amaſa had 
gargiſoned Jeruſalem, with a large body of 


' Troops, apd was already fled back thither with a 


Krong and povertul re-inforcement. 


| Hitherto, all the Tribes-had ambitiouſly {trove 


to ſhew their Loyalty, and obliterate the re- 


membrance of their defe&ion, by the moſt re- 
ſpeaful homage, and the moſt dutiful expreſ- 


' frons of Submiſſion. Before the King arrived 
_ at the banks of Jordan, Shimei, who had ſo inſult-. 


ingly perſecuted him in his flight, here met him at 


tle head ofa thouſand Benjamites, Shimei fell proſ- | 
trate onthe Ground, paying him the moſt ſubmiſſive 


homage, praying his life, and ſueing for pardon 
and forgiveneſs. Abiſhai, a General Officer, 
who had been ſo provoked by his former inſult, 
baſeneſs, and infamy, reminds David of Shimei's 
ſhameful blaſphemy and perſecution, and aſks if 
he ſhould not die, but David unwilling. to eclipſe 


the general J9Y, by inflicting any puniſhment, 
| generouſly pardoned | Shime)z, * Verily thou 


| ſhalt not die, and David confirmed it with an 
* Oath.” A very little farther, Ziba, "attended 
by his fifteen Sons, and 2 train of twenty ſer- 
vants 


(6 3835): 


vants 5 met the. King, and they all.on the road felþ» 
down and paid him homage; Ziba, the ſteward of AK 
Mephiboſheth, had by a falſe repreſentation,, by 
artfully lefſened David's good opinion of his. ] 
maſter, and by that cunning and lander, -he had; 
_ obtained a grant of his eſtates,  Ziba now comes! 
eagerly to congratulate the King on his. return, 
and reſtoration. Good old Barzillai, at the age. i 
of four-ſ{core, came allo to expreſs his great J9Ys . W bt 
reſpettfully accompanied him over Jordan, and | 
| he there dutifully and moſt affefionately took. 
his laſt farewel. David-invited him to Jeruſalem, 
but the good old man, incapable. himſelf of .,eN- 
Joying, the pleaſures of: a Court, requeſted his: 
Majeſty would beſtow ſuch honours on his Son, 
upon. which, Chimham' being introduced, was 
moſt graciouſly noticed by the-King, and invited 
to the Palace. David embraced. Barzillai, he 
kiſſed his ol@ inend; and uy parted '1 1n tears. - 


The King's $ i. to pF Ben and Al 
his High-Prieſts, to aſlemb'e the Elders of | 
Judah, .and come in,aqþody to meet him, excited | "i 
ſome jealouſy between-the men of Judah, and the 
men of-[ſrael, the obſtinacy of the former exaſ- 
 perated the other Tribes, and they thought them- 
ſelves -flighted by the diſtintion paid to | Judah; 
this occaſioned a tumult and a revolt, one Sheba, 
Alfalom's Popials, a factious Benjamite, HEE? | 
_ out aloud, * We have no part in David ! no in= = A 
Ns heritance | 
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* heritance in the Son of Jeſſe ! —Tp: YOur tents. 


® O' Ifrael!'—Judah perſiſted in iis loyalty, 
and they conduted David fafe 15 Jerufalem. 


As foon as he arrived, he commanded Amaſa, his 
new General, to muſter up his Army, and give 


Kit an account of their numbers in three days. 
AISH, was not quite ſo ſoon prepared, and David 


af cched Abiſhai, with all the troops he had, to 


quell this new inſurre&ion, Abiſhai immedi- 
ately ſet out accompanied by his Brother Joab, 


_ and with ſuch Forces, as he alſo could colle&, 


when they were come as far as the ſtone of 
Gibeon, a general place of rendezvous, Amaſa 


_ and his men overtook them, and Amaſa there 
formally took upon him, the Command of | the 
whole. Army. Joab, all on fire, ftifles his riſing 


choler, and going up (as was uſual) to ſalute 
Amaſa, with congratulations and friendſhip, he 


took him by the beard, as if he was going to kiſs 


him, but Joab inſtantly ran him through the body 


with his ſword, and his 'bowels guſhed out at the 
wound. Joab left him thus wallowing in his 


blood, and proceeded 'on his way with Abiſhai in 


| ſearch of Sheba, placing a ſervant by the body, 


commanding him to tell his ſoldiers, as they came 


up, that all of them who were friends to David, 


ſhould inſtantly repair to the flahdard of Joab. 


The 
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_ The guard ſet over the body, ſeeing the fol- 
diery, ſhocked at ſo ghaſtly and horrid a ſpeQtacle 
removed the General's corpſe into a field, and 


covered it over, after which the whole Army 


peaceably followed Joab. 


Sheba and his little Nicks had ſhut themſelves 
up in the Town of Abel, ſituated in the Tribe 
of Manaſleh, Joab ſurrounded it with his troops, 


regularly laid fiege to it, and began battering 


down the Suburbs. A wiſe and prudent woman, 


an inhabitreſs of Abel, ſent a meſſage requeſting 


to ſpeak with the General, and ſhe advanced 
forwards and took her ſtand upon the Town Wall, 
Joab met her, and a parley here commenced, 


The inhabitants of Abel had been always diſtin. 


suiſhingly loyal, they had committed no one of. 


fence, were peaceable and dutiful ſubjeQs; Joab 


replied, I mean no harm to you, or your City, 
to the Town itſelf, I intend no hoſtility. The 


Magiſtrates had harboured a Rebel, one Sheba, 
_ Son of Bichri, and him he would have, the woman 


cried out, hear the words of thy handmaid; ſee 


now, the head of Sheba, ſhall be thrown to thee 


over the wall. She afſembled the Elders and 
Magiſtrates, reported her conference with the 
General, and they immediately ordered Sheba's 


head to be thrown over the City Wall to Joab. 


He blew the trumpets, ſounded a retreat, ſent 
every 
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every man to'his tent to collef his baggage, and 
7 eeC his Army back to ran 
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While this eabeltion was -quielitnd; David re 
mained at home, and amongſt his daily viſitors 
and courtiers, Mephiboſheth came to the Palace, 
and moſt joyfully congratulated his Majeſty on 

his return. Ziba's perfidious anſwer to David, 

' when he inquired of him after his maſter, had 
greatly lefſened him in the good opinion of the 
King, and he appeared very diſtant and ſhy when BE 
he met him, The Prince was ſadly diſtreſſed, 304 
he convinced him of his innocence, aſſured him 

. of his grateful, and moſt inviolable attachment, 
exculpated his charaQter, and David was at laſt 

fatisfied and pleaſed; but the King reſtored him 
only one half of his eſtates notwithſtanding, and 
admitted Ziba, to retain the remainder, - though 

| he had ſo perfidiouſly acquired it. At parting, 
Mephiboſheth took a very polite and affeQionate 
leave of David, © Since I am ſo happy, as to ſee 
« my Lord the King return in peace again to his 

* houſe, let Ziba take all Oy ellates,” 
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Joab's ſucceſs, at once qualhed _ put an 
end to a very dangerous revolt, and reſtorcd a 
general tranquillity throughout all the Kingdom, 
Joab was again conſtituted Commander in Chief 
@ver all the Forces of Iſrael, Benaiah, Captain 

1 ; bs . of 


| { 837 ) 
f his Guard. Adoram Treaſyrer. Jehoſophay, 


Recorder. Zadoc and Abiathar High-Prieſts, . 
FSheva Secretary of State, and Izra the Iarite ſuc. - 
ceeded Achitrophel as Preſident of the Council. 


David'now fettled his houſehold, -and he ordered 


the ten women, his concubines, inceſtuouſly 
violated by Abſalom, a table and ſuitable apart- 
ments, where they were kept in cloſe confine, 


ment, honourably maintained | as in a ſtate of 
widowhood. 


David had born to him ſeventeen Sons, and he 


had an Army of three hundred thouſand Warriors, 


aho did duty monthly by rotation, during a time 
of Peace, but in time of War they were all in 
Arms, 


Two years after his return to Jeruſalem, a Fa- 
mine began, and ic laſted three years. The want 


of the uſual rains, the violence of the heat and 


drought, were at firſt ſuppoſed tq be very natural 
cauſes of the diltreſs, but its very long continu- 
ance was ſo extraordinary, that David thought 
'4t neceſlary to enquire of the Lord reſpeRing it, 


and. by every means in his power, leſſen and 
avert the calamity ; ; indeed it was now generally 


believed to be a viſitation from God, and a. token 
of his diſpleaſure. The King's very. proper and 
Autiful ; INQury, was immediately and molt ex- 
FORD. 1) WS Ga Yy Ew preſsly 
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 Rantly ſent to know, what ſatisfaftion- it was, 


them. The Gibeonites ſent back: for anſwer, 


His Majeſty) they would immediately put to death. 


all ſeven, publickly executed in Gibeah of Saul, 


Sons to Gibeah, ſhe witnefled herſelf their EXCCU- 
_ tion, and near the gibbet on which they were 


_ or the beaſts, David on being told of her tender 
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buricd ip the Sepulchre of Kiſh, their Grand, 
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preſsly anſwered, Saul and his bloody houſe, 
had -impiouſly-flain the Gibeonites. David in- 


they required, for the wrong that had been done 


neither gold, filver, nor valuables, but ſeven 
Males of theffamily of Saul, whom (they informed 


: David delivered up to them two Sons of Saul 


by Rizpah his Concubine, and the five Sons of 


Michal, the Daughter of Saul, which ſhe bore to BY 
Ariel, the Son of Barzillai the Meholathite. Beets, 
Soon after their arrival in the Country, they were I 


to make their puniſhment more notorious and 
ſhameful. The rains and uſual ſhowers now re- 
turned and the famine entirely ceaſed. 


Poor Rizpah accompanied her two unfortunate 


hung, ſhe erected a tent, and would never leave 
the place, but kept watching their bodies, to 
prevent their being torn or defaced by the birds 


aftettion and moſt melancholy ſituation, ſent and 
ordered their bones to be brought away and 


father , 


wooded. a0 


1 = 
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father, in the Tribz of Benjamin, and he-had. 


now alſo the aſhes of Saul and Jonathan, removed 
to the ſame Sepulchre. 


Soon after this, David fought ſour ſucceſlive 
battles againſt the Philiſtines, it was in one of 
theſe, David had very near loſt his life by a Phi- 


liſtine Giant, he was in the very moment of run-. 
ning him through the body, when Abiſhai firſt 


ſheathed his ſword in the body of the Philiſtine. 


After this molt merciful and providential eſcape, 


David did not appear in the field. The People 
dutifully ſwore unto David and made a league with 

him, not to go out in perſon any more, ©. Thou 
_* art our Guide and our Glory, ſee that thou 
«* quench not the light of Iſrael.” And indeed, 
after theſe four engagements, the two Nations 
remained at Peace during the remainder ol the 
Reign of David. 


To perpetuate the memory of this very figna} 


eſcape and deliverance, David compoſed that 
beautiful Ode, the eighteenth Pſalm. ' 


He had not long enjoyed his new and peace- 
ful ſettlement at hoine, before he iſſued out his 


orders for numbering the People; Joab in vain 
remonſtrated, and wicked as he was, repreſented 


how very difpleafing it would be to God. Are 
_ they not/all my Lord's ſervants? why will he be - 
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a three days peſtilence, 


— — —— 


he preferred the latter as the more equal puniſh- 

| ment, under the more immediate execution of 
Almighty God, Seventy thouſand Iſraelites were 
_ deſtroyed, and it had juſt began to ſhew itſelf in 

_ Jeruſalem, when David's moſt earneſt prayer. . 


( 34s.) 


the cauſe of treſpaſs to Iſrael? David would' be. 
obeyed. Joab, and the Commiſſioners, ſet about 
this work moſt unwillingly; in hopes the King 
would ſee his error they delayed it all they could, 
nine months and twenty days they were employed 


about i it, and then brought in their liſt, in which 


Benjamin and the Levites, were yet unnumbered. 
- Of fighting men' of Iſrael, eight hundred thou- 
land, and of Judah, hve hundred thouſand. 


Before J6ab and his Commiſſioners had winds 
their return, David experienced ſome very evi- 
dent tokens of the diſpleaſure of God, he was 


iruck with a lively ſenſe of his folly, and one 


night .he expreſſed to his friends, the deepeſt re- 
morſe and ſorrow for his condu&, and it was the 
very next morning after, that the Prophet Gad was 


ſent to him, and he named three different Judg- 
ments, God (he ſaid) had given David his choice. 


A. ſeven years famine throughout the land—to be 
purſued by his enemies three months—or to ſuffer 


David ſevercly humbled, owned it a hatd choice: 


and. 


(96) 

afd fervent ſupplications were heard—he looked 
up-and beheld the Deſtroying Angel, the Minif< 
ter of Vengeance, ſtanding at the thraſhing floor 
of Araunah a Prince of the Jebuſites, and David 
here addreſſed him in behalf of his innocent Peo-. 
ple, and tenderly and reverentially pleads with 


God to ſpare them, © Even I, it is I that have 


« {inned, but as for theſe ſheep, what have they 
« done?” A very pathetic and moving expoſtu- 
lation, and he ſaw the Angel before him, with a 
drawn ſword commiſſioned to execute the judg- 


ment, and infli& even in Jeruſalem, the puniſh- 
ment the King had made choice of. David, now 
earneſtly intreated that the anger of God might 
only fall on himſelf, and on ſuch of his Nobles 
as had been his adviſers. In this moment of 
forrow and deſpair, while he was thus ſo tenderly. 
and deyoutly pleading, the Prophet Gad is again 
ſent to him, and he commanded him to ere an 
Altar on that very ſpot, where he had now ſo. 


viſibly beheld the Deſtroying Angel. David haſt= 


ed to the thraſhing floor, Araunah came out moſt | 
reſpeAfully to meet him, and when David propoſed 
| buying it, he made him a generous offer of the 


floor, the thraſhing Oxen, and all the utenſils be- 
longing to it. David was very ſenſible of his kind- 


neſs, but told Araunah, it would ill become the 
King of Iſrael, to offer ſacrifices that were not his _ 
own, and Araunah ſold him the floor, 'for fifty 
Hobew 
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thekels of filver, and David inſtantly goes about 
. raifing an Altar there, and he offered up burnt= 
offerings, and peace-offerings upon it, and fire 
came down from Heaven and conſumed the 
victims, affording a happy proof, God was again 
reconciled to Ifracl, 


This thraſhing floor ſtood on the Hill, where 
the moſt magnificent Temple of Solomon was af- 
terwards built, encouraged by all theſe gracious 
tokens, of God's acceptance and approbation, 
David continued ever after to offer Sacrifice on 


this Altar. : 


« This i IS the houſe of the Lord God, the Altar 
* for the burnt-offering for Ifrael.'** Hereby bw 
conſecrating this place for the Temple, and its ; E | 
| ſacred ſervice, the centre for the Publick Ei 
Worſhip of all the Tribes of Ifrael. For this = }; 
very purpoſe David bought the whole ground, 
and he gave for it fix hundred ſhekels of Gold 
( 7 about fivo tungred and fifty pound. 


” 


David: ; now ſeventy years of age, was vikiblye = » 


declining very faſt, he loſt all his native heat and = ir 
_ vigour, and no warmth of dreſs, nor any phyſical b. ” 
art whatever could reſtore it him. Adonijah his = nm 
eldeſt Son, looked upon himſelf as already-in- 
veſted with royalty. He built him a moſt ſplen- E: 

| Ps did "Wl 
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aid equipage, was attended by a numerous body. 
guard, and with running footmen in great ſtate, 
David, affeQtionately fond of his children, viewed 
all indulgencies with pleaſure, Elated by the 
grandeur he had aſſumed, fearful and jealous of 
not aſcending the throne, Adonijah concerted 
with Joab, Commander in Chief, and Abiathar 
one of the High-Prieſts, and they afliſted him in 
forming a moſt treaſonable conſpiracy, he gain- 
ed over to his party, all his Brothers but 
Solomon, and he bribed and ſeduced all his Fa-. 
ther's ſervants, in great haſte the young Prince 
cauſed himſelf to be proclaimed, and invited alt 
his party, many of the. Officers of the Houſehold 
and the Elders and Magiſtrates to a ſumptuous 
feaſt, he had prepared at Zobeleth, in order to be 
- publickly. acknowledged, and all his friends and 


tollowers cried out, God fave the King! God lave | 
King Adonijah | » 


= athan the Prophet, Zadoc the High-Prieſt, 
and many Nobles and friends in the intereſt of 
Solomon, ſuſpetting ſtrongly his deſign, Nathan 
went to the Palace, and adviſed Bathſheba to go 
inſtantly, and inform the King, of this new-conſpi- 
racy and uſurpation, and remind him of his pro-. 
mile in favour of her Son, while ſhe was yet 
peaking, Nathan haſtily enters the King's Apart- 


at ; 
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ment, and tells him of Adonijah's feaſt, and of 
their proceedings at Zoheleth, 


David aſſumed all his dignity, ky recovers all 


his vigour and reſolution. He ſummonſes his 
Nobles, all his Court, his Officers, and the Elders 


_ of Iſrael, and inſtantly proclaimed his Son Solo- 
mon King. Zadoc the High-Prieſt ſet him upon 


David's own mule, and led him to Gihon, a 
Fountain near Jeruſalem on the oppoſite {ide to 


that where Adonijah was gone, Solomon was 
anointed, and all Jeruſalem rent with the joyful 


acclamations, Long live King Solomon |! Gog 
bleſs the King ! 


David's commands were executed with rach 
ſpeed, that Adonijjah, and his party had not the 


leaſt ſuſpicion of it, until they were all alarmed by 


the £m joy, and univerſal ſhquts throughout 


Jonathan, the Sonof Abiathar the High- Prieſt, 


ran and give them an account of the whole Cere., 
mony, and that everything had been expreſs]y 


done by his Majeſty" s orders, the King himſelf 


| (he faid) was in the higheſt ſpirits and joy imagl- 
nable, Such unexpeted news ſtruck them all 


with amazement, and they all ſtole away, dif- 
perled themſelves, and fled with the utmoſt ſpeed, 


On took ; mouy at the horns of the Altar, 
Solomon 
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( 345 ) 
Solomon there ſent him word, if he behaved 
bimſelf loyally, wiſely, and like an honeſt man, 


' he would not hurt a hair of his head, but diſloy- 


alty, now, would be inſtantly puniſhed with death. 
Adonyah came, he proftrated himſelf before the 


new King, and Solomon commanded him to re= 


tire to his own houſe, 


David finding his end drawing nigh, he afſem- 


bled the Elders and Heads of all the Tribes, his 
 Nobles, Generals and Officers, all his Prieſts 
and the Levites, and made them along ſpeech, ac=- 
' quainting them with his wiſhes, and deſigns to 
have built a magnificent repoſitory for the Ark of 
God, but the Prophet had told him, that work. 
| was reſerved for the more peaceful Reign of his 


Son Solomon, It was (David ſaid) what he had 
much at heart, he bad made great preparations 


for it, and laid up from time to time, immenſe 
treaſures, no leſs than three thouſand talents* of 
gold, and ſeven thouſand talents of pure filver, 


with proportionable quantities of copper, iron, 


and various materials, all of which, together with 
all the ſtately plans and models for the Temple, 
| he now reſigned up to his Son, to be by him per- 
Teaed and improved, : as he, in his wiſdom ſhould 
| direct, b, 


-® Thres tundred ſeventy five pounds, a Jewiſh Talent, 
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(;- 340 } 
David earneſtly requeſted the aſſiſtance of all 


his People, in fo arduous an undertaking, and 


whoever of them were inclined to join him, , and 


contribute towards ſo very expenſive an Edifice, 
- might now bring in all their free will offerings, 
| and depoſite them in the publick treaſury. 


Such royal munificence, at ſuch a moment, andon 


ſo pious and ſolemn an occaſion, inſpired a ſpirit 


of benevolence, and genuine liberality throughout 
the whole aſſembly, his Nobles and his People, 


every one was ambitious to imitate a generoſity 


fo royal and glorious. They were all delighted 
with the thoughts of the building, a repoſitory for 
the Ark, a Temple for the God of Iſrael, and 


they moſt freely brought in their contributions. 


A ſubſcription was infſtanily opened, and it 


amounted on the ſpot, to fiye thouſand talents | 
and ten. thouſand drams of gold; ten thouſand 


talents of ſilver; eighteen thouſand of braſs; and 


a hundred: thouſand of iron; many ſubſcribed 


and brought in their valuables and jewels, and 


thefe wereall paid in, to the royal treaſury. 


The ſight of ſo much wealth and ſo very freely 
olſered, revived the heart and ſoul of David, 
he broke out into extacy and a holy rapture, full 
_ of gratitude and piety to God, of love and pure 


afteftion to-his Son ang all his Pcople, this was 
followed 
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followed by devout and moſt folemii ſacrifices, 
and the higheſt acclamations of religious Joy. 
The very next morning the King ordered one 
thouſand oxen, two thouſand ſheep and lambs, 
to be added to the daily oblations, and offered up 
in ſacrifice, with a vaſt profuſion of meat-offerings 
and drivk-offerings, and he feaſted the whole 
company all that day with a royal munificence, 
worthy ſo great a Monarch and ſo good a Man. 


| An aſſembly of joy and: gladneſs, a feaſt and a 
thankſgiving. The Government was at this 
_ meeting, ſo wiſely eſtabliſhed, and ſo nobly plan- 
| ned, it produced forty years UNISrTUpen prof. 

perity and peace. 


Solomon was now anointed a ſecond time by 
Zadoc, and he here received the homage of his 
Brethren, and of the Chiefs, Nobles, and Elders 
of Judah, and of all Iſrael. By ſound of trum- 
pet they proclaimed him King, throughout all the 


Tribes, and Zadoc alone was conſtituted his 
High-Prieft. 


It was on this occaſion, David comratie the 


ſeventy ſecond Pſalm. A grand Coronation 7 
Anthem. 


The good old King now fent for his Son Solo- 
mon, to impart to him his laſt inftructions, and 
Lt 2 pronounecs 


—__——__ —T ,” 


( 348 } bs 
pronounce his bleſſing. With dignity, and true 
piety, he devoutly preſſes upon his mind, the 
full afſurance, that the gracious promiſes God 
bad madeto him, were all conditional, they would 
only accompany a faithful and religious | obler- 
vance of his laws. | 


&* And thou Solomon my Son, know thou the 
* God of thy Fathers, and ſerve him with a perfe@t 
5 heart, and with a willing mind, for the Lord 
© ſearcheth all hearts, and underſtandeth all the 
imaginations of the thoughts, if thou ſeek him, 
* he will be found of thee, but if thou forſake him, 
* he will caſt thee off for ever. Take heed now, 
& for the Lord hath choſen thee to build a houſe 
« forthe ſanQuary, be ſtrong, and do it.” 


cc 


David now affeftionately recommended to him 
' the family of his old friend Barzillai, © His Sons 
_ © are with you, let them eat at thy table. 


The laſt charge he gave his Son, related to 
two State Priſoners, he poſitively *condemned 
and ordered the execution of a murderer, whe 
had too much influence and power for him to 
puniſh, and Solomon wilely executed his commiſ- 
fon immediately on Joab, in a manner worthy a 
juſt, reſolute, and a great Prince. Moſt reaſon- 
ably Joab expeRted no leſs puniſhment than death, 
he looked for aſſaſſination, he fled to the horns of 


the and the place of refuge for the murderer, 
Benaiah 


DP LS 


p af, VE Cath; att 

; Eb y os - E, * 
I HEE. CY Ks Sap rg rand AN LOS EO GIA WES «; 
OA PINu De DIES JS 2 nt Rds x 


E+ os” 


( 349 ) 
Benaiah, Captain of the guards, was ſent to him 
and Solomon. commanded him. to. flay him, on 
the ſpot. Shimei was the other, the inſulting 
Benjamite who had ſo rudely perſecuted him in 
his flight, when under the deepeſt afflition, and 
David tells his Son, Shimei deſerves to die for his 


horrid curſes, imprecations' and cruelty, but 


Shimei acknowledged his crime ſubmiſhvely, and IL 
ſealed his pardon with an 'oath. My Son, you 
are under no obligation, Shimei was commanded 
to keep within the City gates, and was told, he 
would commit an att of high treaſon, whenever 
he was ſeen beyond them. 


Some years after, Shimei purſuing two. ſervants 
who had run away, was found riding in the 


_ Country, immediately on his return, Shimei was 


put to death, 


| Soon after this, his laſt converſation, with Solo< 
mon, full of ke honours, David died, aged 


ſeventy, he was the oldeſt King, that ever fat 


on the Ifſraelitiſh Throne, he had reigned ſeven 
years in Hebron over Judah, and three-and-thirty 
years, over all the twelve Tribes of Lſrael. 


David was buried in a ſtately Sepulchre, very _ 
magnificent and curious, cut out of a ſolid marble 


rock, containing many ſpacious apartments, one . 


within another, and the further one was divided 
intq, nitches, cut into the ſolid ſtone, each mitch 
deſigned 


93: 


| deſigned for one coffin, the peaceful and flentr re- 
| Gdence. for the Kings of Iſrael. 


The Zeal, Piety, and Petittenico of David, are 
highly celebrated and exemplary. His charac- 
ter as a Prophet, lives for ever—and he ſtands dil- 
tinguiſhingly exalted above all the Patriarchs, by 


the promiſe of the Meſhah, athxed to his 


poſterity. 


His Modeſty, Prudence, Magnanimity, and 
Valour, gained him love, eſteem, veneration, ho- 


: nour. 


A Brave and Fortunate Commander i in the field, 
of ſtrict integrity, moderation, and candour, He 
loſt no Battle. He beſieged no City, he did not. 


Conquer.” 


In his Court of Judicature, David fat Judge, 
palling ſentence with wiſdom 2 Equity, and Mercy. 


Orerdidulgent to his Ciildren, injuriouſly par- 
tial even to their vanity, and their follies. 


A very tender, faithful, and moſt affeQionate 
friend, | 


He had acquired the politeſt accompliſhments, 
a maſter of mulic, the richeſt ſublimeſt vein of 
Poetry, his praiſes and thankſzivings are a flame 
of Devotion, his penitential hymns, heatt-pietcing, 
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Y the expreſs orders and declaration of David, | 
the free choice of the People, their Elders + 

 .___ Rulersand Heads, at the appointment and appro. 
| bation of God, Solomon an amiable young Prince | 
at the age. of eighteen, aſcended the Throne of | 
Iſrael, | | | | : ] 


( 353 ) 
= Te was cuſtomary at the commencement af 2 
© | new Reign, for People of all ranks and orders to 


loudeſt acclamations, expreſſing their Joy, and 
paying their homage. | Long live the King ! May 


tions and hearty welcorne of his People, 


index the feelings of diſappointment, Adonijah 


had at that time obtained a conditional aſſurance of 
Fi fafety. No one ſhould hurt a hair of his heat 
3? while he continued loyal, after which interview, 
he had been dircQcd to go home to his owes 
houſe, 


B The day following Adonijah ſent a Meſſage to 
| te Palace, and humbly requeſted an Audience of 
| the Queen Mother. Bathſheba received his viſit 


B] Adonijah paid her homage. The Queen pleaſed 
with his graceful ſubmiſſion. inquired if he' had ary 
| thing to diſclole, ſhe poſſibly might have it in her 
power to ſerve him, and afſuredly ſhe would. So 
polite and very - kind a reception pleaſingly grati= 
b: fied and encouraged the Prince, with {weet fim- 
#  Plicity, and openneſs he told her, as he was the 
= Ekdett Son, and had the voice of the People, or 
" Yor, 1. Aa A ar 


come crowding to the Palace, with ſhouts and the 


the King live for ever ! The bleſſings and adula- 


Under many fearful gpotrebenfions; as well as 


had paid his diitiful and reſpe&ful homage, and he. 
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at lzaft he could have gained it, no doubt he had 

looked upon himſelf as Heir to the Crown of 

Iſrael, but as it was now otherways ordered, 

and the Government diſpoſed of, to his Brother, 

he told her Majeſty, he would bring his mind to 

be ſatisfied with- the preſent ſettlement. There 

was one thing which would much contribute tO 

his domeſtic happineſs, and he prayed the Queen 

7 to ule her intereſt with her Son, and procure him 
leave to marry Abiſhag, a higbly celebrated 
| beauty, who by the advice of the King's Phyſt- 

cians had been introduced to David, and it is 


ſuppoſed was married to him, ſome ſhort time 
| before his death. | 


Bathſheba, ek her Son's Rival would be 
ſo eaſily ſatisfied, made not the leaſt heſitation at 
eres, him her influence and intereſt. She 


"was very ſure (ſhe ſaid) her Son would be glad of 
an opportunity of obliging his Brother, and ſhe 
knew he would the more readily aſſent, as ſhe 

[ would, moſt earneſtly Join, in his requeſt and 


petition. 


Adonijah reſpeAtully withdrew, much Pleaſed 
with his viſit, and in full expeQation of Ore. 
Ing this very beautiful Shunammite. 


 _ Bathſheba went. immediately | to the King's 
apartment, ſhe was graciouſly received with all the 
guty 
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duty and rh5e, due to a Mother and. a Queen, 
Solomon affettionately embraced her, led her to 
his bed-chamber, where there = a . Royal 
Throne, on which he ſeated himſelf, and on his 
right hand he ordered a chair for his Mother, im” 
mediately on being ſeated, my Son (ſays ſhe) 


grant me one petition, I truſt my Son, you will 
not refuſe me this my firſt requeſt. Solomon in- 


terrupted her, a Mother ſhould be always, and 
moſt dutifully obeyed, and he deſires ſhe would 


_ command him, upon which the Queen names the 
purport of her viſit, and requeſted him to give 
 Abiſhag in Wife to Adonijah. The King's 


countenance took fire, Why. does not my Bro- 
ther aſk of me the Kingdom? he would ſtrengthen 


His intereſt by making Joab his Commander in 
_ Chief, and Abiathar his High-Prieſt. With ſuch 
- ambition, and ſo very early ſhewn, Solomon Was 
_ exceeding angry, and as ſoon as he had diſmiſſed 
his Mother, he iſſued out immediate orders for 
the execution, of Adonijah, and the King ent | 
Benalah, the Captain of his Guard, to perform it, 


Solomon, enthroned, ordered 


Abiathur the High-Prieſt, and he thus addreſſed 


him. On account of your troubles under David 
_ my Father, and the zeal aid earneſtneſs you 
fhewed, in bringing hither the Ark, I now grant. 


ou a | reprieve from death, your entering into the 


into Court 


intereſts 
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Interefts of my Brother and treaſonable conſpiracy 
with him, oblige me to command you to leave my 


Court. Retire therefore to a private ſtation, and 
confine yourſelf to your OWN eſtate at Anathoth. 


| Joab, the Geteiat, hearing of Adonijah's EX= 


_ecution was greatly terrified and alarmed, he in- 
fantly | fled to the horns of the Altar for a ſanc- 
tuary, the orly hopes of ſafety. Solomon com- 
manded Benaiah to drag him from thence, and 
bring him into Court. Joab told him, he would 
Ae where he was, upon which the King ordered 
| his General to take off his head, but that his body 


ſhould have an honourable burial at his own houfe 


in the W ldernels, 


Benaiah for his faithful Services, Was NOW ap- 


pointed Commander i in Chief over all the Forces 


of Iſrael, and Zadoc was confirmed in the High- 
Prieſt-hood, Es 


Solomon called next for Shime), and he di- 


reed him to build a houſe in Jeruſalem, and 
never more to paſs the Brook Cedron, and the 
King enforced his performance of the contraft by. 


a ſolemn Oath. It was three years after, two of 


| his domeſtics were miſſing, and eſcaped to 


Geſhur, and Shimei rode haſtily to ſeek them, 
but on his return to the City, Solomon ſent him 


} word, be had 1 now forfcited his lite, and what was 


much 
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much worſe, he had violated dels: Oath to God, 


and his perjury would now meet with its deſerved 
-puniſhment, Solomon ſent Benaiah his General, 


and commanded him to put Shimei to death. 


Having thus removed and puniſhed his enemies 
and State Prifoners, in order to encreaſe his dig- 
nity and ſtrengthen himſelf il. more, he ſought 


an alliance with Egypt, the moſi powerful of all 
the Empires around him, and he married Shula- 
mite the Daughter of Pharoah. Pharoah pIe= 


ſented her with the City of Gezer, as a dowry ; 
Gezer formerly belonged to the Canaanites, and 


| had been burnt to the ground, Solomon rebuilt 


it, new peopled the City, and it became 2 very, 


| valuable acquiſition, 


Solomon's next objeR was, infpefiing the 
Walls of his Metropolis, a great part he rebuilt 
and fortified, although, during his whole reign, he 
lived in the profoundeſt peace. Solomon began 


| by adminiſtering himſelf the moſt impartial judg- 
- ment, promoted throughout his Kingdom a rig 


obſervance of the laws, paying always a pious | 
and rigid regard to the good Counſel, and wiſe 
Commands of his Father. The young Prince 
bukily employed himſelf, early and late, in affairs 


of Government, with vavearied acal, prudence, 
and diſcretion, 


. ' . s FL : 
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- At this time, Solomon ſet out on a journey 
to Gibeon, and on the high brazen Altar, he 
offered up a thouſand ſacrifices and burnt-offer- 
ings. 


_ His diſtinguiſhed piety, and this his wiſe be- 


God, and it was the night enſuing, an Angel of 


the Lord appeared to him in a dream, at the dead 


of night, and commanded him to aſk, whatever he 
moſt ardently wiſhed for. Conſcious of his ten- 
der years, the anxious and important weight of 
Government, his ignorance and inability, how 


wiſely to hold the reign, and guide it for his Peo-. 


ple's advantage, Solomon ſays, © Give me 
* O' Lord, found judgment, a right under- 
* ſtanding, to judge this People with equity and 


© truth, ” 


, 
of 


$0 ingenuous and wiſe a requeſt, obtained for 
bim, a wiſdom and knowledge, which no mortal 


had ever poſlefſed, and it was accompanied with 


a promiſe of earthly bleflings, he had moſt mo- 


deſtly and judiciouſly declincd to aſk for, viz. 


riches, honours, peace and happinefs, | Solomon 
leaped out of bed, he fell proſtrate on the ground, 
and mm —__ God, 


The | 
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The day following, moſt ſeriouſly impreſſed hs 
ſet out. on his return to Jeruſalem, Solomon there 
recognized this very extraordinary and fignal 
event, this great goodneſs of God, and religi- 


ouſly offered up a magnificent royal Sacrifice, 


and made a Princely feaſt for all his People, 


In kis High Court of Judicature, enthroned 


in Nate, two women were brought before him, 


the one held a young infant alive, the other 
brought a dead child. Both women ſtrenuauſly 
contended for the living one, and they both, as 
poſiti ively diſclaimed the dead. Tt was now 
thought impoffible to adjudge the living infant to 


the right Mother. Solomon wiſely concluded 


nature would beſt unravel the difficulty; the King 
ordered into Court, one of his Body-Guard, and 
commandedhim todivide both the living child, and 


the dead one, and then give each of the Mother's 


one half of each child. The Soldiers appearance 
and the drawn ſword, ſo terrified and alarmed the 
real Mother, ſhe clung hold of the man, roaring 
out aloud, not to-hurt her child, ſhe would give 
up her child to her adverſary, ;pierced to the 
ſoul at the thoughts of butchering it ; the other 
woman was ſatisfied, ſhe filently applauded the 


Jentence, and admired the wiſdom of the Judge. 


The. 


ho had given ſuch an artleſs and feeling tefti- 


WEAp "ew; 


———— 


Mony of hey being its Parent. 


fpicuous in the prudent choice he made of all his 
Officers; in the exa& order and magnificence of 


_ vegetables i in abundance. 


£5 IEPN F 


8 The King direQed the living child to her, 


A difficulty ſo wiſely ſolved, $rocrld the 
Judge the high opinion of all the Court, and of 
Every one who heard the deciſion, # 


The wiſdom of Solonion,' became no leſs _ 
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his Court; in the economy of his Houſehold, 
and the provifions for his F amily, 


The bill of fare for each day, was 


* Thirty Meaſures of fine flour. 
Double the quantity of common flour. 
| Tenffatted Oxen,. 
Twenty Paſture Oxen. 
| One hundred Sheep, beſides Harts, and Roe- 
| bucks and fallow Deer, poultry, fi fiſh, fruit, and 


Out of each Cantor or Tribe, a Steward waz 
appointed, and they ſupplied the houſehold if 
rotation, every ſteward from his own diltriQ, 


and each of the twelve, contiued their reſpeQve 
effices one month, 


* AMeaſurs was eight buſhels and a half; 


'( got ) 
— His royal magnificence appeared in the number 
= of tables he kept, his coſtly furniture, the ſplen- 
2 dour of his equipages, and his ſtables, in which + 
he had twelve thouſand ſtalls, Solomon was the 
firſt who introduced chariots drawn by horles in 
Jeruſalem; his number of carriages was fourteen 
hundred. He ſent for them out of Egypt, and 
he ſupplied all the neighbouring Princes round 
: about him, for every chariot and four horſes he 
EE obliged them to pay him fix hundred ſhekels,* 
and one hundred and fifty was the price for every 
ſingle horſe. Bales and large quantities of Linen, 
; and other commodities were brought him from 
#4 Egypt, the Annual Revenue from all which was 
A immenſe. m Ds 


Solomon ſhewed great wiſdom in adjuſting his 
cuſtoms and finances, in regulating his Army 
and appointing his Guards, although in the pro- 
foundeſt Peace, he maintained twelve thouſand 
Horſemen quartered and diſperſed them among 
the Tribes, out of which he eleQed by rotation 
his Body-Guards, his Watch, aud his Guards of 
State. 
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= His SubjeQts were very numerous, they were 
men of valour, and many of them opulent. 
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( 362 ) 


__ Wealth fo immenſe gave him a powerful ſway, by 


far the richeſt, moſt exalted, grandeſt and moſt 


powerful] Monarch of the Faſt. By his Friends 


and Allies reſpeed and beloved, they were all 
pouring in upon him the moſt magnificent pre- 
ſents. By his Enemies he was feared. All the 


| Crowned Heads around him, were paying him 


in, their yearly Tributes. 


His Dominions extended from the River 
Eupbrates, even to the Nile, and the Kings of 
all thoſe Countries between them, were tributary. 


His fame, wiſdom, and magnificence, made 
his Metropolis the reſort of numbers, and a large 


concourſe of ſtrangers was an encreaſe of its 


wealth. Gold and filver loſt their intrinſic value 


| by their over-abundance. 


Solomon was well acquainted with the advan- 
tages of Commerce, he carried on a trafick with 


\ the Spice Merchants in Arabia, and the South, 


and another valuable merchandize with the inha- 
| bitants of the North, and he traded largely to 
Egypt, for linens, yarns, horſes and carriages; 


beſides Cuſtom-houſe duties, and tolls, theſe 


brought into his Treaſury immenſe ſums. 


Nations 
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Nations and Kings around him, often paid in 
their annual Tribatcs in the commodities of 
their various Countries. Moab ſent in yearly, 


enc hundred thouſand lambs, and as many rams, 
4 with their wool, _. 


/ 


It was cuſtomary for every one to approach 
the Throne with a oift, Subjects in general were 
expetted to bring in preſents to his Majeſty, and 
to a King ſo much beloved, they liberally 1m- 
parted of the beſt of all their ſtores, veſſels of 
filver, and veſſels of gold without number, 
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The Revenue his Navy brought in, excluſive 
of his Cuſtoms, amounted annually to fix hun- 
dred talents of gold, conſiderably above three 
million, beſides precious ſtones, ſpices, ivory, 
ebony, and the rich commodities of India, 


All the Tribes of Iſrael, each under his vine, 
and under his fig tree, ſweetly enjoyed the bleſs- 
ings of Peace, of Plenty and Freedom. Except- 

_ Ing the poor Canaanites, and a few Priſoners and 
Captives, all Iſrael was free. Among the So- 

'vereign Princes, that ſought the friendſhip of 
Solomon, Hiram King of Tyre, was the firſt, 
who had ſent Ambaſſadors to congratulate him on 
his Acceſſion, and offer him his lervices, and by 
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them on they return back, Solomon ſent him this Ei 


Solomon to King Hiram, 
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© Know that David, my Father, was defirous to 
build a Temple to God, but engaged in con- 
tinual Wars, he was prevented; for he never 
_« ceaſed from Conqueſt, until he made all his 
__ « Enemies, his Tributaries. I give God thanks 
* for the Peace I enjoy, and having much leiſure, 
« 1] purpole to ere a houſe to God, according 
* as God foretold my Father that I ſhould build 
« it; my requeſt to you is, that you will ſend 
* ſome of your People, with my ſervants to 
& Mount Lebanon, to hew wood; for the Sido- 
* njians underſtand that buſineſs better than my_ 
£ ſubjefts; and as to wages, whatever you ſhall 
F think reaſonable, I will pay to the workmen.” 
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Hiram peruſed the contents, was well pleaſed 
with the requeſt, and returned back this anſwer. 
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King Hiram to King Solomon. 


© Thanks to God, he has given your Father's 
* Crown to you, a wile and virtuous Prince; I 
* am extremely pleaſed with it, and will ſupply 
& you with every thing you deſire in your letter, 
| « ] will order the talleſt and faireſt Cedar, and 
E | F* Cypreſs trees to be cut down, and carried 
* by 


6. 


* by my ſervants to the Sea fide; whom I will 
« further command, to prepare a 'veſlel, and ſail 
with them to whatever part of your Kingdum 
you pleaſe ; from whence your men may tranſ- 
port them to. Jeruſalem. In exchange for theſe 
things, let us have a ſupply of corn; which we 
who inhabit an Iſland, ſtand in need off.” 


Duplicates of theſe epiſtles, were preſerved in. 
he Jewiſh and Tyrian records, | 


Solomon commended the frankneſs and kind- 
neſs of King Hiram. He ſent yearly twenty 
thouſand meaſures of corn, and twenty butts or 
veſlels of oil: and Solomon added as many caſks 
of wine, Such g10d beginnings produced a 
laſting and inviolable friend{bip, and the two 
Kings iwore always to maintain it, Hiram ſent 
the Cedar, Cypreſs and the Firs on floats to 
Joppa, Solomon's Servants and Officers received | 
them there, and they were brought from 
thence to Jeruſalem. The iriendly Alliance 
now commenced between theſe two Princes, 
_ ended only with their lives, 


In order to relieve his own People a mk 
their trouble and burthen leſs, the poor Canaa- 


nites were now aflembled, and all the foreign 
Jlaves: tnroughout the Kingdom, and they 
| amounted 
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amounted to one hundred and fifty three thou- 
ſand fix hundred. Solomon commanded that 
ſeventy thouſand of them ſhould be employed as 


labourers, to fetch and carry, to heave and work l 
and eighty thouſand of them ſhould he ſent to 


| hew timber, and cut ſtcne ard mary! out of 


the rock. He appointed a ſuitable number of 
Officers, Overſeers, aud Maſters to ſuperintend 
and dire& every days duty, and every ones em- 
ployment. | From amongſt his own fubjeQs Solo- 
mon ſeleQed next, thirty thouſand men, and 
under Adoniram, whom he conſtituted a Prin- 


cipal or head Governor, he ſent, ten thou- 
| ſand at a time, to Lebanon to work and afliſt the 
. men of Tyre in hewing wood, marble and other 
articles there, and they were aſterwards wrought 


by the Tyrian carvers, maſons, and artificers, 


and when poliſhed, cut out, and prepared, were 


put on board the floats and conveyed by water to 
Joppa, but much of them were finiſhed on the 


| Plains of Jordan. Solomon exchanged the ten 
thouſand men he ſent to Lebanon every month, | 


The vaſt number of hands employed as labour- 


_ ers, the atltivity and great diligence of the work- 


men, and the vigilezce of no leſs than three 
thouſand fix hundred Overſeers, ſo wonderfully 
brought forward the work, that in the fourth - 


"JR of h1s reign, Solomon was enabled to lay the 


foundation 


(367 ) 
foundation of this moſt immenſe and ſuperb 
ſtructure, which amazing Work was begun the 


twenty firſt day of April, in the year of the World, 


2990, and 1014 years before the birth of our 
Saviour. 


The foundation of this immenſe pile deſcribed 


In the ſixth and ſeventh Chapters of the ſecond. 


book of the Kings, was laid on Mourt Moriah, 


and it took up the whole group of the Mountain, | 


great indeed was the labour of levelling it, rough 
prominent eminences of ſolid rock, and propor- 


tionate hollows were filled up, to form a large 


capacious area, a firm ſolid level baſis for this 
moſt magnificent SuperſtruQture. 


Mount Moriah takes its name from two He- 
brew roots, conveying the idea of viſion, and 
God, united they expreſs, here God was ſeen. 


David had appointed and conſecrated this ſpot 
for the ſtructure of the Temple, and it had been 


wholly encloſed in the City Walls, and long 


frequented as the ſacred place of the Altar, 


Where the Prophet Gad had met David and ap= 


pointed the peace-offerings and ſacrifices to be . 
offered up; and it was the awful ſpot over which | 


the Deſtroying Angel, with a drawn ſword, hung 
as It were between Heaven and Earth, halting 


and. 
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article of ſtone, marble, wood, braſs, iron, 


Temple, its marble floor, was inlaid with plates 


( 368 ) 


and waiting his orders to execute the further ven. 
geance of the Almighty, or put a ſtop to the 
raging peſtilence, Here he had been ſeen by 
David, and at his very fervent prayer and expoſ. 
tulation, God was mercifully pleaſed to prevent 


its progreſs, when it had only very ſlightly viſited 
Jeruſalem, 


With ſuch predigious ſpeed and alacrity was 
this moſt magnificent Strutture carried on, that in 
little more than leven years it was finiſhed, Every 


plates of gold and jewels were cut, poliſhed, 
carved, fitted, beat out, ſet, and all but joined and 


adjuſted to their proper places, before ever they 


were brought to Mount Moilah., 


The Pile of building was immenſe, of poliſhed 


marble, in ſolid pieces, beautifully white, of 


fixty. feet in length and upwards, it fronted the 
Eaſt, with a Tower, one hundred and twenty | 
_cubits high. The infide was all wainſcoted with 


Cedar, from top to bottom, and corniſhed and 
inlaid with gold, 
Aﬀeer four extenſive. flights of regular ſteps, 


each flight terminating in a large, ſpacious, mag- 
nificent area, you enter by a ſtately Portico the 


of 
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ef gold, its corniſh and highly finiſhed roof was 
covered over with gold, when the ſun ſhone the 
ftrong glare, and blaze of light was moft ſplendid 
and dazzling ; paſſing forwards in this ſpacious | 


and ſuperb ſpace, ſupported by a number of ele- 


gant and ornamented pillars, the Temple ſeemed 


| then divided into two parts, at the further end of 


the Inner Temple, was the ſolemn and moſt ſa- 
cred Holy of Holies, with a ſuperb Cedar door 


-c uriouſly wrought, inlaid and lumptuouſly em- 


belliſhed, and from a high and lofty arch imme- 
diately before it, hung a rich and very beautiful 


_vell, of the fofteft and moſt delicate filk, with an 
embroidery of flowers, in ſcarlet, purple and 
byacynth. Within fide the veil and this ſuperb 
_ door, were placed two large figures of Angels, 
they were covered with gold, and had wings which 
ſtretched five cubits, and they overſpread the 
Ark, which was depoſited between them, and 


underneath their WINgS. 


In the wide and moſt magnificent ſpace before 
the veil, an Altar of braſs was erected, a ſquare of 


twenty cubits, and ten cubits high, whereon 


were laid the burnt-offerings. And near it 


Rood the Brazen Sea, ten cubits in diameter and 
a hands-breath in thickneſs, made uſe of, to waſh 


and purify the Sacrifices. 
Here were alſo a number of golden tables for 
Vor. I, Cee” - ihe 


LE - 
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the ſuperb candleſticks, golden veſſels and Jolden 


diſhes. One much larger than the reſt, held the 
bread of God, called the ſhew bread; A num-- 
ber of cheſts for the habits of the Priefts, their 
ephods, their girdles, and their fitken veſts; two 

hundred thouſand trumpets, all forts of muſical 
inſtruments, harps, timbrels, and pfalteries for 


the, bands and for the Levites who chanted the 


bymns, accompanying the muſic with their voices. 


So magnificently did Solomon provid? for the 


Houſe of God. A ſtrufture for ſtrength, and 


ſplendour, and beauty, unequalled in all the 


World. So ſtupendous no tongue could ever 
deſcribe it, no eyes could comprehend, or even 
themſelves give credit to what they beheld. 


A work, the wonder of ages, thus ſpeedily Per= 


formed, Solomon direfted all the golden veſlels, 


and utenfils he had prepared, to be carried into 


the Temple, he then ſat down, and wrote circu- 
lar letters to all his Nobles, his Generals, the Ma- 
oiſtrates, Elders, and Rulers of all the Tribes of 
Iſrael, commanding them all to repair to Jeru= 


ſalem. The grand Jubilee was ſo very near, he 
hxed on that time for their general meeting, to 


the 
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take a view of the Temple now finiſhed, and ac- 
\ company him, in removing the Ark of God into 
1t, The me he appointed was allo very near. 


©.001 


the feaſt of Tabernacles, the moſt folemn and | 


ap of all the PEE F alot 


At theſe very extraordinary caaloank '1n order. 


to gratify*the eager wiſh of all the People, to ſee 
this magnificent ſtructure, now on its firſt open- 


_ ing, immenſely great and almoſt univerſal was the 
| national reſort to the Capital. Very ſoon after, 
they took up the Ark, and all the utenſils, the 
candleſtick, and the golden table, and carried 


them into the Temple, placing them in the Holy 


of Holics, in the very ſame manner they had 


been accuttomed to ſtand in the Tabernacle. 


A moſt magnificent proceſſion was exhibited. 
Solomon accompanied by all his Court, his No- 
bles, his General Officers, the Heads, Elders, 


and Chiefs of all. the Tribes of Lrael, walked 


before it, 


The Ark ſupported by Prieſts, and Levites only, 
and the High-Prieſt, in his molt pompous robes. 


A numerous band. of RA SO followed it, 


playing a ſolemn march, awfully reverential and 


ſacred. 


A proceſſion of Prieſts, two. by two, bearing 


the utenſils, the golden candleſtick, the Altar of 
Incenſe, the Golden Table. 


Aſter 
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( 372 ) 
After them the men ſingers, and women fing- 
ers, a Virgin Choir, cloathed in white, chanted 
Hymns, and Anthems, and Songs of Praiſe. 
They all thus aſcended the four flights of ſteps, en- 
tered the grand Porch and the Temple, proceed- 
Ing on towards the Ark, near the Veil and the 
Brazen Altar. The Prieſts alone entered the 
Holy of Holies, and even they inſtantaneouſly 
withdrew. The air rung all the while with the 
loud blaſt of trumpets, and the voices of all the 
| Levites, celebrating the high praiſes of God, 
* For he is good, his mercy endureth for ever, 
* O” give thanks to the God of Gods, for his 
_« mercy endureth for ever.” 


No ſooner was the Ark depoſited underneath 
the wings of the Cherubims, and the Prieſts had 
with-drew from the Holy of Holies, but a thick 
| and viſible cloud deſcended in the Temple, and 
ſo totally obſcured the light, the Prieſts and 
People could not ſee one another, and from out 
of this, ſoon was ſeen to iſſue a glory and bright- 
neſs undeſcribable. God thus fignally took pol- 
ſeſſion of his Temple, and conſpicuouſly filled it 
vith the emblem of his Preſence and Glory. The 
People with reverential awe, all cried out, God - 
| had entered into his Temple, God would reſide 
| amongſt his People. The King had taken his 
ſeat, but he now inſtantly roſe up, and com- 

— a = manded 


He 


(978 ; 


manded alt and every one preſent, to proſtrate 
themſelves before God, he devoutly lifted up his 
hands towards Heaven, in the moſt ſolemn man=- 
ner he dedicated the Sacred. building to God, 
addretiing (1M ay in fervent earneſt VS 


« Thou Lord polleſieſt an evelatiing Houſe, 
' thou madeſt Heaven, Earth, Air, and Sea, All 


theſe thou fiileſt; nor can all theſe contain thee. 


This Temple I have built to thy Name, that in 
performing our Sacrifices, we may fend up our 
fſupplications to God; perſuaded thou art preſent 


here, and abſent no where. Thy eye ſurveys 


the Univerſe, thou heareſt all things, this Temple 
cannot prevent thy dwelling every where. A 
| ranger to none, acquainted with all. But will 
God, indeed, dwell on Earth ? behold the Hea- 


ven, and the Heaven of Heavens, cannot con- 


tain thee. How muchleſs, this houſe that I have 


built. 


Afﬀter this, Solomon deſcends to a variety of 
cales, and moſt eloquently, and carneſtly and 
_ devyoutly implores Werey, preſervation, and for- 
o1venels. 


Though Solomon was thus ſully perſuaded 
God was every where, and could be excluded no 


where, yet he ambitiouſly inculcates the idea of 


God 
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God, under that of a tutelary Deity, always 
hearing, and propitious to the prayers RITES up 


in the Temple of Jeruſalem. 


The King now turned round and addrefied 


himſelf to his People, and he devoutly and moſt 


ſolemaly bleſſed them all. 


Solomon then threw himſelf on the ground, 
and lay ſome time in a poſture of adoration. 
When he roſe up, he ordered the victims to be 


| laid upon the Altar, and God was pleaſed to 
accept his offering; and in fight of all preſent, a 
flaſh of fire ſuddenly deſcended, and totally COn- 
ſumed the Sacrifice, the People were in raptures_ 
of joy, and they all fell down and worſhipped, 
«© God was come, to take up his abode in his. 
08 * Temple,” | 


Solomon wiſely availed himſelf of this pious 


diſpoſition, and very awful ſolemnity, to impreſs 


on their minds, the neceſſity of perleverence, 


_circumſpe@tion and right condutt, After he had. 
offered up twenty thouſand calves, and one. 
| hundred and twenty thouſand lambs, peace-offer.. 

ings for himſelf and for all his People, he broke 


up the aſſembly, and the King ordered the He- 


| brews, and their Wives, and all their Children, to 
be feaſted with them, 


Immenlely 
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Immenſely great was the firſt days Sacrifice, ns 
numbers kept pouring in burnt-offerings, and 
peace-offerings in great profuſion, conſciencioufly 


awed by the {olemnities, the People were thus, one 
and all, religiouſly making their peace with God. 


The ceremony begun the latter end of OQober, 


and laſted ſeven days, and a vaſt number of vic- 
tims were every day brought in. At the expira- 
tion of this ſolemn Sacrifice and Dedication, 1m- 


mediately followed the feaſt of Tabernacles, this 
laſted another ſeven days, and is was celebrated 


in the Temple with aſtoniſhing ſplendour and 


 magnificence; and Solomon with a Princely libe- 


rality entertained the whole People, and fed them 
all plentifully and ſumptuouſly at his own ex- 


pence. After, fourteen days, thus religiouſly ſpent 
and in high feſtivity, when all was over, every ” 
one returned home to his own houſe, full of joy 
and the moſt hearty approbation, ſinging ſongs of 
praiſe and hymns to God. It ſeemed, not at all 


unlikely, that ſcenes of ſo much ſplendour and 


 magnificence, might too much elate, too highly 


exalt the mind, even of this wiſe and amiable 


young Prince, and God was now pleaſed to re-_ 


preſent to him, in a dream, on the very firſt night 
of the Conſecration and this Solemn Dedica- 


| tion of the Temple, that He accepted the Edi- 
| ice he had built him, and was ready to renew 


his 
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6 his Promiſes to him and his Poſterity, as long 


as, He, and they, ſhould ſerve him with an 


_ upright heart; but in caſe they provoked him by 


Idolatry and diſobedience, that very Temple, 
the wonder of the World, ſhould infallibly be- 
come a deſolation, a dwelling for owls and bats, a 


proverb and a reproach among all Nations. 


After the building of this magnificent Temple, 


Solomon retained the maſons, joiners, artificers, 


and various other workmen, and he employed 
them all in the City. Solomon firſt built a royal 
Palace for himſelf, and another for his Queen, 


| the Daughter of Pharoah, they were hoth adorned 
with all the embelliſhments of art, and with what- 


ever his rich and immenſe Treaſury could ſupply. 


| He was almoſt thirteen years completing them, 


and'there was in his own Palace one very mag- 


 nificent and ſpacious apartment, called the Porch 
or Judgment-Hall, in which was erefted his ſuperb 


and highly elegant Throne, and on one fide of 
it, were the benches for his Secretaries and Coun- 
ſellors, This was the Seat of Judgment, the 


Throne for publick audience, where petitions were 


offered up, the addrefles of his Nobles and fo. 


reign embaſſies received, where Ambaſſadors 
delivered their letters and credentials. and payed 


their homage, while here he ſat enthroned in So. 


vereign pomp and royalty, 
The 


m4yi 


b. 
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The Throne was of Ivory and inlaid with 
Gold ; the aſcent to it by fix ſteps, each ſtep, 
ſupported on either fide, with a Lion couchant, 
and the two Arms upheld with two Lions 


Rtanding, and they were each as big as life, 


all theſe, and even the ſteps themſelves were 
covered with plates of gold. The Seat was ſup. 
ported by a Bullock couchant, and he was all of 


gold. 


The Temple, and theſe royal Palaces with all 
their coſtly furniture, veſſels, utenſils and OrNa- 
ments, all of pure gold, were finiſhed in the ſpace 
of twenty years. Jeruſalem thus ennobled has 


| been emblematically called the Forreſt of Le- 


banon, from the immenſe quantities of Cedar, 


which ſo diſtinguiſhingly perfumed the Temple, 


and the Palaces. Lebanon ſeemed, as it were, 
tranſported to Jeruſalem. 


Aﬀter theſe twenty years employ, Solomon 


ſent back the waſons and artificers, furniſhed by 


Hiram King of Tyre, and to ſhew his grati- 
tude for the many valuable preſents, and fignal 


ſervices which bad been done him by that Prince, 


Solomon preſented him with twenty Cities of 
Galilee, as they wete the neareſt a9joining to 
8 OWn territories, 
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When the Tyrian King went to take a view of 
| the Country, and the twenty Cities, which Solo- 
mon had preſented to him, he expreſſed his diſ- 
fatisfa&tion by refuſing them, and he gave them a 
name of contempt, the word ſignified when 
interpreted, © dirty, difpleaſing.”” 


Solomon aſterwards built theſe Cities all anew 
and planted them with Colonies of his own Peo- 


ple. Some few of the Tyrian artificers, choſe to. 


refide at Jeruſalem, and now many of the He- 


brews were become expert builders and workmen. 


Solomon employed them in ſurrounding the 


whole City, with a ſtrong wall and ſtately Fortifi- 
cations. He then ſent them to build walls round 


many other Cities, and he ereQted a great num=- 
ber of ſtore-houſes, buildings for his carriages 
and his horſes, large magazines and granaries for 
corn, wine, oil and proviſions, and ftores of am- 
munition. Alſo magnificent armories, and he 
hung them all round with ſhields and implements 


of War. HTLY 


When Solomon appeared in publick, beſides his 
Body-guards, three hundred golden Shields were 
always carried in ſtate before him, on his return, 
they were all hung up on a ftately row of pillars, 
an ornament at the' grand entrance of his Palace, 
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In order to ſecure and perpetuate a free com. 
munication between his Kingdom and Syria, So- 
lomon ereR&ed very ſtrong fortreſſes, and huilt 
caſtles on Mount Lebanon,. and he very {pon 
after bronght under his yoke, the. remainder of 
the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites, and 
Jebuſites, and he made them all his Tributaries, 


God had now performed the promiſe made to 
Abraham, that his ſeed ſhould poſleſs the land, 
from the River of Egypt, to the great River, the 
River Euphrates, which now bounded Judea on 
the Eaſt, the land of the Philiſtines on the Weſt, 
Egypt on the South, ſo that Syria, Damaſcus, 
Moab and Ammon, which all lay between the 
Euphrates and the Mediterranean Sea, were all 
in IR and tributary. 


Solomon as much as ; poſſible exempted his own 
ſubzets from all hard labour, and every kind of 
ſlavery, he appointed them Overſeers, Officers, 
Guards and Soldiers in his Army, all the drud- 
gery was performed by the Canaanites, and ſuch 
foreign ſlaves from the Countries around, as were 


under his yoke, captives and in bondage to 
Ural. | - 


7 RIA the many Royal Viſitors, the fame, 
wiidom, and grandeur of Solomon, drew to his 
Dddes: Court, 


'( 380 ) 
Court, the moſt conſiderable of all was Nicaulis, 
Queen of Sheba. A Princeſs highly educated, 
of great knowledge, and vieing with the Jewiſh 
Monarch in opulence, ſtate, and grandeur. The 
Chief of Arabia,* and Queen of all the South, a 
Country abounding with the richeſt perfumes, 
precious ſtones, and mines of gold. 


Her ſex, her dignity, her wealth, the remote- 
neſs of her abode, all greatly diſtinguiſhed her, 
ſhe came from the ends of the Earth (for the 
 Sabzans were bounded only by the India Sea) to 
commune with Solomon, ſhe had heard of his Fame, 
his Virtue and his Wiſdom, of the ſplendour of his 
Court, his Palaczs, and his Temple. She could 
not credit the one half of what ſhe heard, in- 
ſpired with curioſity, impatient to ſee him, ſhe 
undertook a yery long journey, from her own 
Country to Jeruſalem, reſolving to make inquiry 
herſelf, into the truth of reports given out by 
| his ſailors, ſo extraordinary, into the merits of a 
| CharaQter ſo exalted and amiable. 


She came in royal pomp, attended with a 
Princely train, a magnificent retinue, the luxu- 


rics and ſplendour of Arabia, Camels laden with 


* Arabia Felix South of Canaan. 


the 


wn 
the richeſt perfumes, cold from her own mines, 
and Precious ſtones of _reAt Oey: 


The arrival. of the Queen was announced by 
her Servants, Solomon himſelf went out to 
meet her, and he received her, with all the 
_reſpett due to her ſtation, and the high honours 
ſhe was doing to his Court. The Queen was 
aſtoniſhed at the magnificence and beauty of 
the Palace, the poinp and ſtate with which ſhe 
was uſhered in, the very reſpcaful Ceremonies, 
the wiſe and curious conirivance, the elegant and 
maſterly execution, and a beautiful, and orna- 
mented part, called Lebanon Grove, raiſed her 
Wonder and admiration moſt of all. 


. With equal amazement, ſhe viewed the ſplen« 
dour of his daily entertainments, the order and 
economy of his Houſehold, the ſuperb Liveries 
of his Servants, his Lords in waiting, the pomp 
of his Guard, and the exa& and moſt reſpeQful 
 Decorum of all. Having now the honour of 
his converſation, ſhe put to him (as was very 
_ uſual among Princes) a number of abſtruſe and 
difficult queſtions, to inform her own judgment, 
and a trial of his ſkill and wiſdom in reſolving 
them, Solomon's ſagacity excited much her 
wonder, and abundantiy ſatisfied her _EPELUn bp 
them all, 


. via ) ET 

The King next introduced her - into the 
Temple, and entertained her with a fight of its 
magnificence, the devotion and pomp of Jewiſh 
Worſhip, the Solemuity of Sacrifice, the Sacer- 
dotal Habits, the reverential and ſacred Awe 
of Prieſts and Levites, the veil over the Holy 
of Holies, unable to conceal theſe her new 
feelings and the rapture they had raiſed, the 
Queen could no longer difſemble impreſſions io 
Powerful ; inſpired by all which, and the ſanCiity 
of the Religious Exerciſes and the Magnificence 
The beheid, burits out in a kind of Ecſtaſy,* Verily 
« O” King, of your Virtues, your Wiſdom and 
* your Riches, even talkative fame has faid too 
« little.” All indeed ſhe has ſaid is true, and 
« yet half is not told of your happineſs. F ame 
« reports all ſhe can tell, but the Majeſty, Dig- 

«© nity and Grandeur which my eyes ſee, could 
_* never be told. Happy are the Hebrews, thy 
« ſervants, who every day ſee you, and hear your 
« wiſdom, and bleſſed be the Lord God, ſo kind 
« to this Country and People, as to make thee, 
« King over them.” After this polite ard moſt 
elegant compliment, freely, as a Royal Queen, ſhe 
preſented Solomon with one hundred and twenty 
talents of gold; a cargo of ſpices and rich per- 
fumes, and precious ſtones of immenſe value, 
Solomon returned the Queen a variety of Eaftern 
curioſities, an interchange of royal preſents, and 
| ſhe 


A 


( 999 ) 
ſhe full of wonder, and the high praiſes of the 


King, fet out on her Journey home, ihe and all 
her ſervants, 


Hitherto, every thing we have ſeen, gives us the 
nobleſt and molt pleaſing idea of the wiſdom, piety, 
and magificence of this amiavie and illuſtrious 
Monarch. No Prince was ever ſo diſtinguiſhingly 
honoured. No Reign ſo peaceable, profperous - 
and happy. Solomon had been repeatedly warned 
by his Father, by fignal vilitations, and by the 
Prophets, in the moſt ſerious moments of his 
life, and in dreams upon his bed, that the promi- 
ſes of God were conditional, annexed always to a 
virtuous condua, and obedience to his laws. 
* If thou ſeek the Lord, he will be found of 
« thee, if thou forſake him, he will caſt thee off 
" for ever,” 


Notwithſtanding all theſe expreſs and wiſe ad- 
monitions, Solomon became a ſlave to his paſſions, 
and an Idolater, he married a multitude of ſtrange 
Wives, without diſtin&tion of Nation, Country, 
or Religion, and without the leaſt regard to God's 
expreſs commands and prohibition, Solomon 
ſuffered himſelf to be by them ſeduced into 
Pagan Worſhip, and all manner of 1dolatry, 
He himſelf joined in the outward a@ of Idol 
Worlhip, and he partook of their feaſts and abo- 

minations 
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minations, The number of his wives amounted 
to ſeven bundred, and he had three hundred con- 
cubines, Solomon built Altars and Temples, to 
all their different Gods, innumerable were their 
Idols and their Femples; the God of Moab was 
worſhipped on the Mount of Olives, and Moloch 
the God of the Ammonites, Such a ſhameful 


| defetion and depravity could but be diſpleaſing to 


God, and he appeared to him a third time in a 
dream, to warn him of his danger, and repreſent 
to him his criminal ingratitude, {trongly imprel- 
ling his mind, it ſhould not go unpuniſhed. On 
account of David his Father, he ſhould reign 
over the Kingdom of Iſrael, as long as he himlelf 
lived, but after his death, two only of the twelve. 


tribes ſhould continue with his Son and his Grand- 


fon, ten cribes ſholud be given to his Servant, 


| Hiſtory no where records, whether ſo ſevere a 


denunciation, awakened him to Repentance. So- 


lomon died in diſhonour, and left the World in- 
]lorious. Es 


He had reigned forty years, and was now on- 


ly fifty-eight. They buried him 1n the ſtately 
| PEOSINEnL of his Father, in the E AY of David- 


FT bag is ſaid to have wrote a great number 


of nouns, but we have only his Proyerbs, his 


book 
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book called Fecleſiaſtes or the Prevcticr, and 
the C Canticles, all the relt are loſt, as well as thoſe 


of the Prophet Nathan, who bad been his Tutor, 


and had himſelf wrote the Life and Reign of 
. $olomon, 


Ahijah and'Iddo, two other Prophets, had alſo 


penned the Hiſtory of this highly favoured Prince, 


_ and in a Reign fo diltinguiſhingly glorious, many 


intereſting and very inſtruttive events muſt have 


occurred, during forty years uninterrupted profſpe- 
rity ; we have therefore ſincerely to regret, that 


the labour of no leſs than three Prophets, ſo illuſ... 


triouſly recognizing a Charatter aud Reign, held 
up to future ages, as an example of piety, pru-_ 


dence, caution aud integrity, perfevered in amid(t 


the molt ſplendid, bewitching, and, alluring ſcenes 
of opulence, grandeur, and magmlicence, ſhould. 


be all loſt, as they would no dount have been to us 


leſfons wondertuily plealing, and Full of improve- 
ment, RE 


The learning of the Eaſt, at that celebrated 
period, confilted mach in witty layings, pity. 
ſentences, interpreting riddles, fables, and Para. 
bles. Solomon at leifure, eale, and uninter- 
rupted peace, conſpicuouſly excelled in all ſuch 


| lively ſports and fancies, be is ſaid to have ſpoke 


gore than three thouſand, and it was the faihion- 
. Yo. I. Eee ae 


= 
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able amuſement of the times, to unveil their 

myſtery, and ſet down in a party'to reſolve them, 
Princes, and neighbouring Kings ſent their ſayings | 
and riddles to' one another, the entertainment of 
a drawing room and a Court, it was a high honour 
to reſolve them, and you ſubmitted to, a fine, 
when you gave up the purſuit ; It was often a ſort 
of wager or bett, and a reward was held out to 
the perſon who -unriddled them firſt. It is re- 
corded of the King of Tyre, that he has often 
paid large ſums of money to Solomon, for his 
ſuperior expertneſs and many happy explana« 
t10Ns.. * 


Solomon is ſaid to have equalled his F ather as 
a Poet, and to have ſurpaſſed him as a Moraliſt, 
« God gave him wiſdom, and underſtanding, and 
« largeneſs of heart, even as the ſand that is on 
**. the Sea ſhore.” Majeſty and mildneſs, Power 
_ and Pleaſure wiſely enjoyed, were the grand Sup- 
porters of his throne, and in the early part of his 
Reign, this Illuſtrous Heir of the houſe of David, 
exhibited all the Glory of ſublunary greatneſs. 
| Amiable, beloved, and reveced, He poſſeſſed all 
'the land, God had fo graciouſly promiſed to 
Abraham, from the River of Egypt, to the great 
River, the River Euphrates. Syria, Damaſcus, 
Moab and Ammon, Kings and Empires were all 
of them tributary, | 
A Reign 
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"A Reign divinely bleſſed with uninterrupted 
peace and proſperity, © Every man dwelt in 
deck ſafety under his own Vine, and under his own 
« Fig tree, even all the days of Solomon.” We 
have much reaſon, indeed, to lament the loſs of 
his books, for this Prince, educated from early 
life by a Prophet, ſhone the firſt, and the greateſt 
literary CharaQter that ever wrote; his book of 
Proverbs contains many wiſe refleQions and moral 

ſayings conciſely exprefled, ſimple and plain, but 
ſolid and good—ſome very grave and ſerious ex- 
Hortations, and others of them ſpirited, witty, and 

fanciful, the experienced Tutor wiſely ſuiting the 

different ages and various capacities of his pupils. 

Solomon calls them, « Apples of gold, in pic- 

« tures of filver,” and very probably intended 
them as leſſons to his children. = 


The book of Ecclefſialtes, is a ſyſtem more 
grave and devotional, becoming the Preachers 
and ding dignity to the THO 


His Songs, warm, gay, enthuſiaſtic flights, | 
Images and Metaphors ever varying, amazing 
| were his Sallies of Fancy, but they were more 
| than equalled by the graver Abilities and SolGny 
of his "Fg, _ 
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TIN E hundred, and ſeventy ſeven years, be 
Y fore the birth of our Saviour, and in the 


year of the World, 3027 ; upon the death of So- 


lomon, Rehoboam his Son, by Naamah the Am- 


 moniteſs, who was now arrived at the age of. 


forty-one, ſet out, accompanied by the Elders, 


his Nobles, and his whole Court for Sechem, a 
City nearly in the centre of his Kingdom, and in 


the Tribe 'of Ephraim; Rehoboam there ſum= 


 moned all Iſrael to meet him, and pay him ho- 


AYE. 


The People had long laboured under very bur. 
thenſome and heavy taxes; they now humbly 


requeſted a redreſs of their grievances, and 


dutifully 


#24 
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dutifully preſented to him a petition they had 
drawn up, but to give it more weight, and incline 
him to attend to it, they at the ſame time for= 
warded an exprels into Egypt, and brought back 
Jeroboam, a highly fpirited youth, onee their 
| Overſeer, and he had long lived in full expefta- 
tion and was inſpired with the ambition of royalty. 
Jeroboam from motives of prudence, had fled 
from the preſence of King Solomon, and retired 


into Egypt, where he was watching a favourable 


opportunity, and concealing himſelf from the 
notice and diſpleaſure of his Prince. 


Rehoboam on receiving the petition of the 
People, deſired them to wait three days, during 
which time, he would aſſemble the Elders, and 
form a council from them, and his Nobles. 


Men of years and experience (Privy Counſel- | 
tors of his Father) were firſt ſummoned, and the 
advice of this Council was, to comply with the. 
requeſt of the People ; with Zeal and Unanimity 


they all addrefled the Prince, and aſſured him 
ſuch condu& and acquieſcence would be ſure to 


2 gain him the love of his ſubje&s, and engage 


| - 
them in his intereſts for ever. 


A Council from among the young and inexpe-. 


rienced was next aſſembled, and they, well know- 
ing the haughty pride and vanity of the Prince, 


and 
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1 bad yielding to his paſſions and his pleaſure, ad, 
viſed bim to this anſwer. * My little finger ſhall 
* bethicker than my Father's loins; my Father - 
« did lade you, with a heavy yoke, I will add to 
oc your yoke, my Father chaſtiſed you with 
_* whips, I will chaſtiſe you with ſcorpions,” 


'On ihe third day, Jeroboam, at the head of a 
great multitude afſembled before Rehoboam, and. 
this Prince blinded by the pomp of royalty, and 


judging i it unworthy of his Majeſty and Authority 


to yield to their demands, aſſumed all the Tyrant, 
and addrefled them in the language of the young 


men. The inſult ſet the People in a flame, one 
and all cried out, what portion have we in David? 
W hat inheritance in the Son of Jeſſe? To your 


Tents O' Iſrael! —To your Tents O' Iſrael ! 


Ten. of the twedve Tribes inſtantly revolted 


from Rehoboam, Adoram his tax-gatherer, (an 
.aged ſervant of his Father and Grand-Father) 
upon oftering to-name the taxes, was fell furiouſly 


upon by the populace, and they ſtoned him to 
dcath on the ſpot, The Prince was greatly ter- 


rified and alarmed, he ran haſtily, mounted his 
_ Chariot, and drove off full ſpeed to his Capital. 
The City of Sechem was about two and thirty 


miles from JR, The ten revolting Tribes, 


Blew the trumpets, and publickly proclaimed 


Jeroboam King over Iſrael. The Kingdoms of 


F Judah, ans Iirac!, eyer after remained divided, 


Reboboamp 
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_ Rehoboam appeared incxorable,. he meditated 
revenge for the revolt, aud the murder of Ado. 
ram, He raiſed a formidable Army, and marched 
out of Jeruſalem at the head of a huadred. and 


eighty thouland men, the Horrors of a civil war 


ſeemed inevitable, moſt mercifully to prevent 
them, Shemalah the Prophet was ſent to the 


Tribes of Judah and Benjamin, to tell them, it - 
was the will. of God, the diviſion ſhould remain 


as it was; as ſoon as this mefſage was proclaimed 
through the Camp, each man returned to his own 
home, and the two Kings immediately ſet about 
fortifying and defending the frontiers of their 


| Jeroboam dreading the danger of his ſubjeQs 


going up to worſhip at Jeruſalem, as was uſual] 


' on feſtivals, and viewing at that time the ſplen- 
dour of the City, the drefles of the Prieſts and the 
magnificence of the Temple, iſſued out a pro- 
clamation forbidding any of his People ever 
Foing up to worſhip or offer Sacrikice there. 


| Rehoboam during the ſpace of three years, 
made no alteration in the religious Services, he 1s 


ſaid to have worſhipped God, as David, and as 
At the end of 
that period, Rehoboam became an 1dolater, and 


| Solomon his Father, had done. 


built bigh places and groves, and ſet up graven 
images in them, and to expreſs a total depravity, 
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he is ſaid to have placed them under every green 
Tree. God was angry with Rehoboam, and He. 


permitted him to be chaſtiſed by Egypt. Shiſhak 
King of Fgypt entered his territorics with an 
Army conſiſting of twelve hyndred chariots, fixty 
thouſand horſe, and innumerable Troops and 
Allies. The Egyptian Monarch ravaged all the 
Country, laid fiege to the fortified Cities, and 
took them, after which, he marched his Army up 


to the Capital. Oa this oceaſion Shemaiah, the 


—Prophet, was ſent again to Rehoboam, and he 
informed both King and People the viſitation was 


from God; on account. of their idolatry and diſ@ 


obedience, they ſhould all be carried away Cap- 
tive into Egypt. Lively, and moſt diſtreſsfy], 


were the lamentations of King and People, and by | 
thus humbling themſelves before the Lord, by 
devoutly acknowledging their fins, and ſeeking 


earneſtly to Him, they avoided a part of their 
puniſhment, and its ſeverity. God would not 
utterly deſtroy Judah; they ſhould now only be- 


come tributary. The Egyptian Monarch accom- 


panied by his General-Officers, and a ſmall part 
of his Army, marched through the City of Jeru- 


ſalem, plundered the Temple and t he Palaces, 
and carried away with them, all the golden ſhiclds 


which Solomon, when he rode in ſtate, cauled al- 


ways to be carried before him, and which hung : 
up 1n the Royal Portico, the ſuperb entrance t9 


his Palace. 
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After this very diſgraceful plunder, and 

Shiſhak's return to Egypt, Rehoboam reigned 

twelve years in Judah, and died at Jeruſalem, 

in the fiftv-crohth year of his. "ge, and in the 
ſeventeenth of his reign, 


| ; 


HIS Prince was a favourite Son. of Reho-_ 


| boam, by Maachah daughter of Abiſhalom. 
He aſcended the Throne in the eighteenth year of 


| his age, nine hundred and ſixty. years before the 


birth =” Chriſt, in the year of the Wong 3044. 


- 


four hundred thouſand men, and with unwearied 


alliduity, and moſt eager zeal, he endeavoured 


to unite Son. the Kingdoms of Judah and Iſraet; 
for 


- 


; $044. 


2 - Abijam was an alive, ſpirited young Prince, 
of great courage, and martial © prowels, He 
commanded a powerful Army, of no leſs than 
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for this purpoſe he boldly marched his Army 
againſt Jeroboam, and encamped on the ſame 
Mount with the Army of Ifracl, and not very far 
from the borders of Ephraim. Jeroboam's Army 
conſiſted of twice the number of Abijam's. Both 


Kingdoms were idolaters, the true worſhip of 


God was negletted and laid afide in both. Abi- 


jam praiſed all the abominations of his Father, 
but notwithſtanding he was an idolater, Abyam 
on the field of battle, in a ſpirited and ſtudied 
Tpeech, harangued the Army of his adverſary, 


upbraided them ſharply for their meanneſs and 


revolt, and eVCn for their idolatry. 


Jeroboam availed himſelf of Abijam's earneſt 


warmth, and of what he was about, and by an. 
artful piece of Generalſhip, filed oil party after 


party, and by degrees ſurrounded his whole 
Army ; in 4-moment and ſituation fo alarming, the 


Ipirited young Prince and all his People,  de- 


voutly and molt fervently addreſſed themſelves to 


God in prayer. Ahijam ordercd the trumpets to 


ſound, a general ſhout throughout all his Army, 
the battle to commence, and they gallantly fought 
their way, through all the troops of Iſrael, and 


ſo. immenſe and. bloody was the ſlaughter, they | 
- Put to the ſword, five hundred thouſand Ifrac'ites. 


Jeroboam 
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Jerohoam was hereby ſo much weakenediand 


: diſmayed, he never had afterwards courage,.Qr 
Krength to oppoſe Abjjam, | 


b- - Although this Prince acquired fuck” great 
3 | es, and inſpired his troops with ſo much 
true ſpirit 'and magnanimity, Abyam reigned 
7 only three years, and then died at Jerufalem 
leaving (to lament his death) no leſs than fourteen 

Wives and two and twenty Sons. 


N the year of the World, $047, and nine 
hundred and fifty ſeven years before the birth 

of our-Saviour, Aſa, a Son of Abijjam, at a very 
garly age was proclaimed King of Judah. 


Aſa 
3047. 
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Af" grew up an amiable and religious Pritce, 


as by bis wiſdom and piety, he confirmed the 
_ eſtabliſhment in Jeruſalem to his family. As 


during the ten firſt years, of his Reign, Aſa was 
bleſt with peace, he had wiſely and buſily em- 


ployed himſelf in deſtroying the heatheniſh abo= . 


minattons of his predeceſſors, and he depoſed his 


own Grand-mother, for patronizing idolatry, 
the King burnt to aſhes the idol ſhe had ſet up, 


near the Brook Kidron, its name was Horror, 


and he commanded them to throw the powdered 


aſhes into the water. 


The People paid ſo much veneration, and had 


been ſo long indulged and accuſtomed to go up 


to worſhip on the high places, this truly virtuous 


Prince does not ſeem to have had influence and 


authority enough to ſuppreſs it, and many of 
them went up with very pious views and much 


ſeeming devotion, Aſa's own heart was ſaid to 


have been perfeRt with the Lord his God. 


The King at this time ſet out on a journey 
through his Kingdom, to encourage his People 
in the true worſhip of Jehovah. Aſa repaired 
and fortifyed his Cities, and all his important 
poſts, the boundaries and frontiers of his Domi-_ 
nions, and he maintained a ſtanding Army of 
_ bye hundred and eighty thouſand men. 
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- It was ſoon aſter Afa's return, thathis Kingdom 


Fas invaded. The King of Ethiopia entered 
Tudza with 2n Army couliſting of no lets than a 
million of Troops, and Zera the Ethiopian Prince 


commanded them in perion. Aſa's truit was in 


God, and the pious King addrefled him in a very 
devout and fervent prayer, © Help us O Lord 


*© God, we rely upon Thee, in thy name we en- 
« gage this multitude,” Aſa marched his Army 


againſt Zera, and he met him at Mareſhah, a 


moſt bloody battle was fought, the Ethiopian 
Prince, and all his mighty Hoſt were totally 
routed, Zera diſgracefully fled back, and Ala. 
returned home glorious and laden with ſpoils; 
the King made a molt magnificent, and triumphal 


entry into Jeruſalem, and dedicated his ſpoils to 


God his Deliverer, and to the ſervice of the 
Temple. Aﬀa then ſet about repairing the great 
Altar, and to celebrate his victory, {ent an 1nvi- 


tation to all ſtrangers as well as natives, to come 


to the Temple, and join in the grand ſolemnities 
of worſhip, Aſa with royal munificence on this 


occaſion, offered up ſeven hundred oxen, and 


ſeven thouſand ſheep. 


On the minds of all his ſubjeQs, the King 
awfully impreſſed the moſt ſacred and folenin 
obligations to virtue, binding them by the con- 
Tcientious appcal of an oath, deyoutly taken at 
- the 
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- 


the Altar; that they would continue the true 
worſhip of God to their lives end, and he ifſued - 
out a proclamation and publick edi&t throughout 


his Kingdom, commanding all and every one of 
his ſubjeas, who ſhould be hereafter found to 
bave broke this his ſolzmn oath and engagement, 
to be puniſhed with death, 


Upon the King's Koith hearty, and very 
friendly invitation, many Iſraclites {locked to the 


Temple, attended its worſhip, and repaired at- 


terwards to the ſtandard of Aſa. 


Baaſha the reigning King of Ifrael. ſeeing Aſa's 


| high proſperity and ſuccels, ſeized upon the City 
of Ramah, and began fortifying it, he thought it 
_ a valuable and important poſt, where he could 
place a guard, and prevent a communtcation 


between the two Kingdoms fo injurious to his 


own, Aſa was at this time ſuffering under a fe- 
vere bodily illneſs, racked by a painful fit of 


the gout, and his condutt has been palliated by 


his ſufferings and impatience under it. Aſa for- 
warded an Emhally to the City of Damaſcus, and 
preſented to Benhadad, a valuable and {acrile. . 
gious gift, of all the gold and filver in the Trea- 
{ury of the T emple, and he aſked his aſſiſtance _ 
againſt Ifrael. Ata wrote him to this effett. A. 
league 15 yet ſublilting between me and thee, and. 
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between my Father and thine; I here preſent thee 
_ Vith gold and filver, come and break thy league 
with Baaſha King of Iſrael; Benhadad, the. 
Syrian Prince accepted his preſents, and ſent an 
Army to the northern parts of the Kingdom of 
Iſrael, which were the neareſt to Damaſcus, but 
moſt remote from thoſe parts where Baaſha was. 
employed, and he {mote the Cities of Ijon and 
| Ban, with thuſe in their neighbourhood, and alt _ 
the land of Naphthali—upon which Baaſha de- 
ſifted from tis fortifications of Ramah, and went 
| to defend his own Kingdom, and he drove off 
with ſpeed to Tirzah his Capital. As ſoon as 
< Baaſha had left Ramih, Aſa aflembled all his 
People, none were exempted, and they took 
away the very ſtones of Ramah, and all the timber, | 
and Afa built two other Cities with them, Geds 
* Revjamin, and Mizpeh, 


Upon the King's firſt application to | Benhadad, 
Hanani the. Prophet went immediately to the Pa- 
lace, and he put Aſa in mind of his many former 
conqueſts, and that, very ſignal one, over the 
mighty Hoſt of Ethiopia, and prophetically told 
him, henceforth he ſhould have war, his confi. 
dence in Syria was 11] placed, for he well knew, 
His addreſſes and pious applications to God had 
Hitherto been always anſwered; © the eyes ef the 
« Lord (HE TIE laid) ran too and fro in the 

& carth 


; > 491 ; 


* earth, to ſhew himſelf ſtrong in behalf of thoſg 

« who rely on him; herein thou hadit done fool- 

« jſhly.” On ſo grave and very ſerious a rebuke 
- the King grew warm, and he ordered the Prophet - 
under confinement in the proon-noule, 


 Afa reigned three years after, but during the 
whole time he was languiſhing under a painful 
ſwelling and gout in his feet, and it is recorded of 
him (as blamable) that during his whole diſeaſe, 
he did not addreſs himſelf to God, 9M to the 
— Phyſicians ny 


Aſa died in the forty-firſt 'year of his Reign, his 

body was embalmed, and they laid him on a bed 
of ſtate, and covered him with ſpices and odorife, 
rous perfumes, and afterwards magnificently 
buried him in his own Sepulchre, in a City of 
David, in Jerulalem, 
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. 4 
% _- 4 - Y " 
Do 9 By | b FR _—— > IE) Sole j 
dw. < - Lai goon SE ooo er rr wn an af aaa xt 4 8% 4s k Bae > ; oe ®. Ks 


L 
Fn 
10 
+ 1 80 
bk $* 
; 
I* 
4. 
Th 
I »* 
3-1 
+1188 
ks. x 
© 
4 , 
p 
" 
3 l 
ſ 
g/ | 
mo 
4 


d 
. . t 
= 
Be 
p 
6 
47 


: bad the thirty-fifth year of his age, Jehoſophat 

Son of Aſa, aſcended the Throne of Judah, 
In the year of the World 3087, and nine hun= 

_ dred and ſeventeen years before the birth of our 
Saviour., 


Jehoram the eldeſt Son of this Prince, was 
highly pleaſed with tne perſon of one of the 
Daughters of Ahab, King of Iſrael, and his Father 


gave his conſent to his making her a propoſal of 


Marriage. 


| Tehoram Joyfully repaired to the Court of 
Samaria, Ahab politely received him, and granted 


: 3087. 


( 493 ) 
his OY Jehoram paid bis addreſſes to Atha.. 


Hah; and be married her; to celebrate this wed- 


ding, Ahab invited Jehoſophat to his Court, and 
very ſumptuouſly entertained him. Iſrael and 


Syria were at this time engaged in War, and 


Ahab had already laid fiege to Ramoth-Gilead, 
(a City then in the poſſeſſion of the Syrians,) and 


he invited Jehoſophat his gueſt to accompany him 


to the Camp. The King of Judah, off his guard, 
moſt thoughtleſsly afſented; a bloody battle 
was fought before the Town; Ahab had changed 


his own dreſs and difguiſed himſelf, but he 


propoſed to Jeholophat to fight in his royal robes, 


for (ſays he) thou art no objeRt of the Syrians rage; 


thus fignally diſtinguiſhed, Jeholophat, by being 
taken for Ahab, was ſpeedily in the very heat 
of all the battle. He was violently- perſecuted, 


and in the extremeſt danger; by a random ſhot, 


in this critical moment, Ahab was mortally 
wounded, furiouſly the battle raged, bleeding 
and dying, they held up Ahab in his chariot, to 
encourage his ſoldiers, and induce the Enemy 
(who had found him out) to believe him ſtill ani- 
mating his troops, and enforcing his commands, 
Ahab lived only uniil ſun-fet, and on his death a 
retreat was inſtantly ſounded; the Iſraelites con- 
veyed his body to Samaria, and there they buried 
him, His chariot, ſwimming with blood, was 
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 thaffied in the Pool of Samaria, and the bs canid 
and licked his blood, _ 


| tehafopbad J wile a, and miftaken con- 
' Qu, was foon noticed and reproved, upon his 
' Feturn to ſerufalem the Prophet Jebu was ſent 
| to him; he gravely repreſented to the King, the 
error he had fallen into, how very improper it 
vas in him to be aiding and aſſiſting thoſe, who 
profeſſed themſelves the Enemies of God. But 
notwithſtanding (the Prophet | added) he was 
directed to tell him, God would forgive and ac- 
cept him, becauſe he had taken away the Idola- 
trous Groves; and his heart was not alienated from 
his ſervice ; ſo very kind and gentle a reproof | 
- von upon the pious King, he ſet about clearing 
his whole Kingdom of all their idols and groves, 
| and he went himſelf from Beer-ſheba, even is 
Mount Ephraim, the two extremities of his King- 
dom; and exhorted all his ſubjeQs to the true 
6! worſhip of God, and the King ſent Levites round 
to every Town and City in his Kingdom, with cor 
ret copies of the law, and the five books of Moſes, 


On J]choſophat's return to Jeruſalem, he reviſed 
himſ elf all his laws, civil and religious, publick 
and private, fortified his Cities, and parriſoned 
them, and he | Tegulated and eſtabliſhed an exat_ 
__exconomy 


(455 F 


@iabomy throughout all his fly! and houſes 
| hold, 


It was in the latter end of wh reign, that the 
Moabites and Ammionites were confederates, and 


with a vaſt and formidable Army, they invaded 


Judea, and proceeded as far as Engedi, withirr 


thirty-ſix miles of his Capital; Jebolophat very 
wiſely and devouitly addrefſed himſelf to God, he 


began with proclaiming throughout all his King 


dom, a general faſt. He called a conncil from 
among the Elders and Heads of all his People; 
and ſummoned his Nobles to Jeruſalem. The 


King officiated himſelf in the ſervices of the Tem- 
ple, publickly and devoutly worſhipping God; 
with all his People, and God by his Prophet 


Jehaziel, was graciouſly pleafed to afſure him of | 


Tucceſs and deliverance, and ſo ſpeedy, it ſhould 


| happen on the very next day, Thus encouraged 
at day-break, Jehoſophat aroſe and begun his 


march; when the Army came near Takon, 'he 
commanded them to halt, and the King there 
made a highly animating and pathetic ſpeech to 
all his People, ending with a fure promiſe of 


Glory and Viftory, would FANCY but Pivce a firra 
teliance and truſt in God, 
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In the front of his Army, Jeboſophat placed a 
tow of lingers, and muſicians, dire&ing them all 
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when the trumpets blew up, with heart and 1 voice 


to burſt out into one grand chorus. * Praiſe ye | 


* the Lord, for He is good, His mercy endureth 
& for ever.” When this Anthem was ſtruck up, 
on hearing the Jewiſh muſic and the voices, the 


Enemy were 1o aſtoniſhed, all was terror anQ_ 


_ alarm, a phrenſy and general panick ran through 
all their Camp, furious and frantic, they fell upon 
one another, the Moabites and Ammonites, 
Naughtering and killing ' each other. A vittory 


was thus obtained, and Judah had not TE a 


iword, 


' Tehoſophat as ſoon as ever he arrived at the 
Held, found it covered over with the dead bodies 


of the flain, and the ſpoils were more than they 


could carry oft; three waole days they gathered 
it, and on the fourth they aſſembled all together, 
returning thanks to God, their Almighty Delt- 


| Verer. 


Jehoſophat, with his vigorious Army, in bigh 
tefivicy, entered Jeruſalem in triumph. -The 
remainder of his life was Peace uninteruptedly 


en joyed. 


The King now employed his People at home, 
in naval occupations, and he built ten ſhips to 


jail to Tarfhilh, and thence. to Ophir to bring 
| back 
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( 47 ) 
back gold. Ahaziah Son of Ahab, was then 
King of Ifſraci, and he was very delirous of 
Joining with Jehoſophat, in the advantages: of 
this traffick and ſea voyages, but the good King 
having been warned, and already chaſtiſed by 


God for this ſin, ſhewed the ſincerity of his 
repentance, by not ſuffering himſelf to be per- 


ſuaded to repeat. it, 


During the four laſt years of Jehoſophat's 
reigh, the King admitted his eldeſt Son to ſhare 


with him, the honours of his Government, at the 
end of thoſe four years, he died in his Palace at 


Jeruſalem, and Jeft Jchoram ole Regent, King 


of Judah, 


A very magnificent tomb is ſtill ſhewn in the 
Valley of Jeholophat, cut out of a ſolid rock, 
_ divided into feveral apartments, in one of which, 


1s ſeen his tomb, with a flately poriuco, and an 


entablature OVEr it, 


HERE ENDS THE FIRST BOOK OF KINGS, 
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b: ys the death of Jehoſophat, Jehoram hiz 
Son at the age of thirty-two, was proclaimed _ 
WP King of Judah. Eight hundred and ninety two 
years before the birth of Chriſt, angl in the Far 


of the World, 3112. 


Jehoram now reigned alone, and having loſt 
.the wiſe, religious reſtraint, and good advice of 
his Father, this young Prince became a ſlave to 
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$r<judice and paſſion, and exhibited a diſpoſitio" 
and condut, moſt UNey: and unlike his Anx 
ceſtors: 
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| The reign of Jehoram, proved ſhort, but it 
was full of ignominy and diſhonour; the connec= 
tion he had formed in early life, at the age of 
ſeventeen, with the impious and | idolatrous 
daughter of Ahab, King of Iſrael, proved a ſad 
ſource of family ſorrow and diſgrace, as this uns 
happy Prince, gave himſelf up entirely to the 
guidance of the Queen, a ſlave to her. impiety, 
and all her odious abominations, Jehoram was 
not contented to become himſelf an Idolater, but 
he uſed his power and royal authority, to compel 
all his ſubjeRts to a like worſhip. His Reign was 
diſtinguiſhingly wicked and abandoned, unnatu= 
rally baſe, cruel and bloody. His Nobles, he 
wantonly murdered at pleaſure, and aſſaſſinated 
no leſs than fix young Princes, his own Brothers 
- who by the wiſe appointment of his Father, occu- 
pied poſts of honour, were Governors of Cities 
and liberally provided for by Government. Such 
_ groſs impiety, and very ctiminal conduQ, was 
not long unnoticed, a ſignal and very extraor- 
dinary puniſhment ſoon overtook  Jehoram. 
Elijah the Prophet, wrote the King a letter, and 
fent it to the Palace, informing bim, his devia- 
ton, from the ways of his pious Anceſtors, and | 
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'the erud mutder of his own Brothers (who were 
far more virtuous cÞaratters than himleif) was 
highly diſpleaſing to God, and it had brought 
down upon him His vengeance ; the plague 


ſhould now rage in Judza, and deſtroy his ſub- 
Jets, a painful and incurable difeaſe very ſhortly 


afl1@ nimſelſ; Jehoram endured the excrutiating 
torments of a bloody flux two years, at the end 
of which time, his bowels gufhed out, and the 
King in great agony expired. After his death, 
his royal Palace was plundered, his Wives and 
all his Sons carried away captive, EXCept Ahaziah 
his youngeſt. 


After Jehoram had reigned ED years, he died 
deſpiſed and unlamented. Without honour or 
even any ſhew of pomp or royalty he was buried 
privately in the Sepulchre of the Kings of Judab, | 
andin the City of David, 
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A” the age of two and twenty, this young = 
Prince ſucceeded his Father Jetoram.. In | 3 
the year of the World, 3120, and eight hundred _ Cs 
and eighty-five years before the birth of our Sa- | 4 # 
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- Abandab was a Son of Jehoram's by Athaliah 
"Davabblen of the King of Iſrael, and he was 
_ therefore a Son-in-law of the houſe of Ahab. 
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During a Reign of only one year, little is 
recorded of this young Prince, except a very 
un-uſual and affeQtionate attachment to Jehoram, 


OS 3120. | 
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the reigning King of Iſrael, together with his 
ſidden death by order of Jehu, when that Prince 


was executing the vengeance of the Almighty on | 


all the family of Ahab, 


Soon after his proclamation and the ceremonies 


of his corqnation in Jeruſalem, Ahaziah ſet out 
on aviſit to his Uncle, at the Court of Samari. 


Jehoram in a bloody battle, he had lately fought, 


received a deep and dangerous wound, which 


confined him ſome months to his bed; Abaziah 


bore him company all the time, reſpeffully 


attending upon him in perſon, alleviating his 
hours of ſickneſs and pain, by daily intercourſe 
and moſt friendly ſympathy; a fingular and 


very ſtriking feature in the very ſhort reign of 


this young Prince. 


It was fook after Tehoram' $ recovery, when 
the two Kings were of a party together, the King 
. of Iſrael was ſlain by Jehu, one of his General- 


Officers, and Jehu ſent a detachment from his 


Troops to overtake Ahaziah; highly alarmed 


Ahaziah had croſſed over a private road, which 
led through a garden not far from Megiddo, where 


he was overtaken, carried firſt to Samaria and 


afterwards ſlain at Megynne : 


The body of the King was from thence Py 


Þy his Jeryants to Jeruſalem, and laid in the 
royal 
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(9. 3 
royal Sepulchre. Ahaziah had aſcended the 
throne of Judah only one year, and he left an 


infant Son, named Joaſh, who was concealed, to- 
gether with his nurſe in a bed-chamber in the 


Temple, and afterwards crowned in Jeruſalem. 


Pu: Daughter of Ahab, and Mother of 

Ahaziah, at this time Queen Dowager of 
Judah, uſurped the Government in the year of 
the World, 3121, and eight hundred and eighty. 


four years before the birth of our Saviour. 


The fad ſcene of bloodſhed and diftration 


now at this period, with the fate of the Royal 
_ Families of both Iſrael and Judah, cannot be | 
fead without horror and weeping; Ahab's off- 
ſpring all cut off for their idolatry, and tne 


3121: : 
unfor. 


MON 


ta ] 


unfortunate and ill-judged affinity of Jehoram, 
occaſioned a total deſtruftion, by three ſucceſhve 
maſſacres, of the blood royal of Judah, one 
{mall branch only excepted, and he an infant in 
his nurſes arms. Good Jehoſophat piouſly 


wiſhed this union and family compatt might have 


united the two Kingdoms under one head, and 
one religion, but it proved the ſad ſource of the 


very foreſt calamitics. Athaliah reſolved David's 


family ſhould not outlive Ahab's, and ſhe mur- 


_ dered all the blood royal, utterly to extinguiſh 
| the race of Jehoſophat, and ſecure, firſt for her- 

ſelf, and afterwards for her children, the Throne 
of Judah. Athaliah was thus glutting her revenge 
for the murder of all her Father Ahab's F amily, 
and providing for her own defence againſt the 
perſecution of Jehu, who had waded his way to 
the throne of Iſrael through the blood of three 


royal Princes, ſeventy Sons of Ahab, and all who 


_ were connetted or related to the family. Jehu 


was employed as the rod of the Almighty, to exe- 


cute his vengeance on the houſe of Ahab, and 
bring about this deſtruftion of his family, and 


total revolution in the Empire, 


Athaliah was, no doubt, viewing the death and 
extirpation of her family with horror, and the 


Queen. gloried In 1 the mcans ol indulging her re- 


Venge. 
From 


WE 
” 4 
"77," 0s 
PS 
thn'h 


( 445 ) 
From amidft the bloody and horrid ſlaughter at 


Jeruſalem, an infant of a year old, was ſecretedby 


his Aunt Jeboſheba, Siſter to Ahaziah, and 
Daughter of Jehoram King of Judah, this Prin- 
ceſs was married to Jehoida the -High-Prieſt, and 
ſhe, unknown to Athaliakh, contrived firſt to 
hide him in a bed-chamber, and ;then convey 
hun and his nurſe, out of the Palace, to an apart- 
ment in the Temple,. and the young Prince con= 
tinued thus ſecreted under the care of his Uucle 
and Aunt fix years, and in the ſeventh, the 
High-Prieſt ſummoned a council, concerted all 


his plans, with great judgment and privacy afſem- 


bled the Nobles, Prieſts, Levites and Elders, 
and intereſted them all in favour of the young 
Prince, and the intended revolution, God (he 
faid) was not unmincful of his promifes to Judah, 


Jehoida then named a day for a publick meeting, 


and before the !whole afſembly, he produced 
Joaſh the young Prince, and cauſed every perſon 
' preſent to take the oath of allegiance to him. 


The High-Prieft had colleQted a large quantity of 


arms and he now fupplied all the People with 


- weapons of every ſort, and thus accoutred, he 
aivided them into three parties, one of which he 


appointed to aft as Body-Guard to the perſon of 
the young Prince, and Jehoida now in the pre- 


ſence of all the People, placed the Crown upon . 


the head of Joaſh, and the book of the law in his 


hand 
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| hand, with theſe enſigns of juſtice and royalty; 


he” anointed/ him, and: with found of trumpets» 


martial muſic and loud acclamations, Joaſh was 
proclaimed King of Judah. The Queen alarmed 


at the ſhouts, acclamations; and ſound of trum- 
pets, left her Palace, ſhe ran haſtily to the Tem- 
ple, and to the porch belonging to' the Prieſts, 


from whence ſhe ruſhed into the midſt of the. 
_ aſſembly, in ſurprize and aſtoniſhment ſhe be- 


held the infant King, with the Crown on his 
head, as he ſtood againſt a pillar, and the Nobles 


and Trumpeters ' around him, ſhouting, and 


blowing the trumpets; Athaliah roared out, 


Treafon !— Treaſon !{—in furious diſtraction ſhe 
rent her hair, ſhe rent her garments and ſhe wept 
aloud; Jehoida commanded the Guard to ſeize 
the Queen's Perſon, and convey her out of the 


Temple, and ſlay all and every one who ſhould 


attempt to reſcue her. The ſoldiers dragged her. 

to an outer-gate, and there they ſlew Athaliah- 
She had tyranized over Judah fix years, and the 
fireets of Jeruſalem had long been Fronming with 


blood. 


Jahoida, the High- Prieft, now. Viceroy and L 


inveſted with the Supreme Authority, entered 
into a covenant with the People, and bound them 
by a moſt ſolemn engagement to ſerve the Lord, 


and he made another covenant between the infant. 
King | 
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King and his ſubje&s. Jehoida then ſet out 
on a journey through the Kingdom, and in per- 
ſon aſſiſted in pulling down and deſtroying all 
the images, demoliſhing their Altars and Tem» 
ples, and with his own hands, as if divinely in- 
ſpired, Jehoida NY: Mattan, the High-Prieſt of 
Baal. | 


 Jehoida purified the Temple at Jeruſalem, 


from the corruptions and abominations which 


had crept into it, and he ſettled the young King 
in the royal Palace, after he had with ſo much 


ſpirit and bravery put him in paſlcſhion of his 
Os. 


In this very ſignal manner, the providence of 


Cod, preſerved the race of his ſervant David, 


when 1n danger of a total extin&ion. 


Yor, 1, Ti JOASH 


F* the year of the World, 3127, and eight 


hundred and ſeventy-eight years before Chrilt; 


at ſeven years of age, this young Prince began 
| his Reign, and his Mother” $ Name was Zibiah of 


Fe Beer-ſheba., 


Jehoida was Regent, in both religious and 


civil affairs, and he filled the poſts of dignity 
and office, with his wiſe and brave aſfliſtants 
in the revolution, he reſtored the purity of the 
Worſhip of God, and the ſtated facrifices and 


lolemnities of the Temple. 


| Joaſh grew up religious and orateful, 


weariedly zealous in the Worſhip of God, during 
all the life time of his Uncle, the High-Prieſt— 


un- 


Ie called to mind, that he owed his very ſignal 


3127» 
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preſervation . to God, He had raiſed him to the _ 

| Throne of Judah, to be a guardian to the 'Tem- 

ple, and a reſtorer of its ſervices and Worlttp. 

The Sons of Athaliah bad impiouſly profaned it, 

| broke up its Treaſury, and wantonly defaced the 2 
building, and the King repaired the breaches, _ 1 
and railed a fund to defray the expence. | 


The life of Jehoida was lengthened out to the 
age of one hundred and thirty, and on account 
of his many and ſignal ſervices, his royal connec= 
. tions, and very amiable and worthy charaQter, he - 
was buried with the Kings of Jos, In the royal 


Sepulchre at Jeruſalem, = l 
At the death of the High- Prieſt, the Princes | 

and Jewiſh Nobles aſſembled, and came in a 4 

body to the Palace, and on being admitted” to j 

the King, they reſpetifully and fubmiſhvely paid | [1 

| bim homage, and offered up a petition to the | | 

_ throne, requeſting leave to return to the worſhip i 


of their former Gods, to ſet up their images, and 

bow down to Baal. Joaſh indolent and un- 
guarded, weakly and moſt unwiſely granted their 

petition. New Altars were inſtantly raiſed, new 

_ Idols made, their worſhip again introduced in all 
the high places and the groves, with their abomina- 

ble and moſt execrable ceremonies. The Prophets 

nitandy noticed the defettion, and ſtrenuouſly 

| -13112 | forewarned 
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forewarned them of the ſad miſeries, ſuch conduft 


' would affured!y bring both on King and People, . 


wiſely repreſenting the baſeneſs and high ingrati- 


tude of their idolatry—Judah was deaf to all 


admonition, and God permitted Hazael, King of 


Syria, with fire and ſword to invade Judza, and. 
| it was in the midſt of their abominations and im- 
Piety, the Hebrews were all delivered into his 
hands. Hazael forwarded all his rich ſpoils to 
| Damaſcus, and marched his Army up to Jetuſa- 
lem, plundering and ſlaughtering throughout 
every City; Joaſh fiript the Temple, and his 
royal Palace, of their immenſe riches and mag- 


nificent furniture, and gave them all a ranſom to 
the Syrian Conqueror ; Hazael thereupon: re- 
turned back, and (elated with his high honours) 


entered Damaſcus in triumph; Joaſh was at that 


time, ſeverely Suffering under a bodily difeaſe, 
but it had not yet endangered his life, he was 


murdered in his bed by :Zadab and Jehozadahb, 


two of his ſervants, at the head of a confpiracy at 
home. Joaſh had reigned forty years in Jeruſa- 
lem, and they buried him in the royal Sepulchre 


in the City of David: 


AMAZIAH. 
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Father's death, aſcended the Throne, and 


was crowned 1n Jeruſalem, eight hundred and 


thirty-cight years before the birth of Chritt, and 
in the year of the World, 3167. 


Soon after his EEE Amaziah called a 


council from his Nobtes, and Heads of his Peo= 


ple, and he cauled the two murderers of his 


Father to be brought before him, and ordered 
them to a publick execution. This was the 
young King's wile, and firſt exertion of his power. 


The commencement of his Reign was diſtin= 


guiſhed for piety, and by many glorious victories, 
he maintained an Army of three hundred thous | 


ſand men, and he took into his pay, a hundred 
thouſand more of Irael, at atime he was marching 


3167, 


2 powerful ' 


"HIS young Prince, the Son of Joaſh, at his : 
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« powerful Army againſt Edom, but a little 
| before he entered their Country, Amaziah think- 
ing his own Army ſufficiently powerful, he diſmiſ- 


l {ed all the Iſraelites, and ſent them home. 

| Amaziah's expaghtioh againſt Edom, was high- 
Þ ly ſucceſsful ; he returned laden with riches and 
| | ſpoils, but amongſt his other treaſure, he brought 
j with him the Images and Idols of the Edomites, 


and now intoxicated with the honours 'and glory of 
| his ſucceſs, Amaziah cauſed them to be ſet up in _ 
Jeruſalem, and he burnt incenſe himſelf before 
= __ them. Fruitleſs, and all in vain, were the re- 
| proofs and exhortations of the Prophets, no rea- 
ſoning would reclaim Amaziah, and God left | 
FT | him to the Rings and Tad efketts of his im. £22 
| piety. ; 


As the hundred thouſand Troops (which had 

been hired by the King) were paſſing back 

_ through the Towns .and Cities of Judah, dil- 
RR. appointed and angry at their diſmiffion, they 
piltered, plundered and laid waſte the Country. 
Amaziah elated by his late Viftories, and now 

| In the moment of Triumph, heard of their 
_ condu& with much diſpleaſure, and inſtantly 
reſolved to reyenge the damages, his people 

and his cities had ſuſtained. Self-confident 

and vain, Amaziak- lent a Challenge to the 

_ King 


I YT Ts A 2 Gr nee ae : *. a Wa, IAC Y by, WII, = we SA ” 8 
THO ue i att xc; 6"; TY Wo, ae I 3 45oet wo b, II TL "I $9 "x : 

77a Ks oy =» WG S NES x 4 4 NN Is, > a G . 
DT ESO SIG) Pte xs DAE Po Ye re a I En PR ee ba I ee I Os ac Fans * Wt dats 
EE dg 20g £ bo Re oe ts rag 20 25 IC p ISLES) rae PORE 5 w7 BO a es PN VEE Oh 0 ES” ng? WE ' 
: - © os or CCI TILL LIM, 2 4% 2 BIS PRI Be © web len WS "RIS / F.; + Frgf >, ie 4,524 ne #0 SR 7, _ 4 a 

pt on Ons 4 > 34 FOWL 7s INT ed he IE pe IE. 22 ah  PESS./ "Int VE RE I IK 


E Im EE, 
y © 


ETTIT _— 
SIN OS Thy 
97) gt; ha : 
iy $i / 2 TIS B 3B Red N”, $A 
y 1 by + FIR —_ oc EOE-o IO oy WA es a 4 <3 + SOSA DN, I AE Beate XS. SEE #28 , . 
—— MA SET rtf Bt £555 Sp: 60 228 Bott»; AY CL TAE TIES © BY Eat Ret < WIE as pe D ERTIES ot S Engs, - { $5wdg s 
IDEAS 0, dF EF CS nag OUT 4X IH RE a Ye 0 Re WE AR IS RE Bs 8 2 EEO 7 ATR IS. oe Sh I oe os FR DS 2 rn Oe TL I CEP Ei 6 Et rn EO Ee as $ . « 
my 2 [7 #4 EET —M br 1 Y 5 Es Pa OR I FAY SB AT IS EL IS "+ 7 by b 2085” DER ES! = Cebu FF a es of 3% AS x "IT OR 0 A Cx Las WC” _ 2 es Fro Dy : 
% ” Won I, OI Nt OS A oe I OS Lay « REG Tong AP oe ho "OBS lg ALT REIT S = a4 yz, . A k < l 2 2 
"4 \ _ I - .- Ra RS \ * <> —— þ2 þ 45 % a : 


( 423 ) 


King of Iſrael, and he haughtily ſaid, © Come 
let us look one another in the face*” The an- 
fwer returned by Joas, was couched in fſo- 
vereign diſdain ; it (was familiar with the Jews, 
to wrap up their language in Allegory) and | 
Joas wrote him, © The Thiſtle that was in 
Lebanon ſent to the Cedar that was in Leba- 
non, ſaying, © give thy Daughter to my Son to 
wife,” and there paſſed by a wild beaſt and 
trod down the Thiſtle, with no leſs eaſe ſhall my 
ſoldiers tread down thee and thy Army; Ama- 
ziah fired with the inſult, haſtily marched with 
all his Forces to meet Joas, but the Army of 
| Judah was totally defeated, and Amaziah taken 
priſoner, the King of Iſrael led his vittorious 
Troops all through Judza, entered Jeruſalem 
in triumph, he broke down four hundred cu. 
bits of its ſtrong Walls, and ſome of its ſtrongeſt 
Towers and Fortifications, plundered the Temple 
and royal Palaces; laden with its treaſures and his 
ſpoils, and as many hoſtages as he choſe to 
demand, He left Amaziah at Jeruſalem and 
marcbed his Army back to Samaria, enjoying 
the high honours of a ſecond Triumph, 


Aber this fins arcs and total defeat, 
| Amaziah, lived fifteen years in Jeruſalem, at 
that time his Nobles formed a gs and to 
iake away his life, YpoR which, he Hed to La- 
al of | chiſh 
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chiſh, a City on the Frontiers of Judah,” he did 
not eſcape the ſnares they had lain for him, 
they purſued him to Lachiſh, and Amazian was 


- ' __ here put to death, 


His ſervants laid his Body acroſs a horſe, 
without ſtate, or even decency, and they placed. 
him in the royal Sepulchre, in the City of 
David in Jeruſalem. . 


I T Fer age of ſixteen, this amiable young 
= Prince, ſucceeded Amaziah his F ather, 
b- In as year of the World, three thouſand one 
E- : hundred .and ninety-ſix, and eight hundred and 
nine years before:Chriſt, King Uzziah was crown- 
< at mare 
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4 In'the early part of this Prince's reign, he was 
- diſtinguiſhed for his piety. and religious Zeal, 
- pious himſelf, and well adviſed, he promoted 
the worſhip of God throughout all his King-. 


EG 


dom. God was pleaſed to bleſs and proſper. 


| his reign, many were his honours and much 
\ his ſucoels he engaged the Philiſtine Army, the 
Arabs and the Ammonites, and he returned vic- 


torious from them all. Uzziah, watchful over 


_ the proſperity of Jeruſalem, repaired the Wall 


the Iſraelitiſh King had ſo inſultingly broken 


down, and he fortified it with Turrets and ſtrong 
Towers, adding greatly to its ſecurity, and they 


were advantazeous poſts of affault, Uzziah, 


couſtrufted Machines in them for throwing darts, 
ſtones, and other .deſtruttive weapons from the 


Bulwarks, the Machinery afforded a wonderful 
proof of the progrels, and dexterity of the En- 
gineers, of that period, In many of his Cities, 
as-well as at Jeruſalem, Uzziah, ereQed large 


{tore-houſes, and he ſupplied them with all 


neceſſaries, and with Arms and implements of 


' War, This Prince, applied bimſclf to the ftu- 


dy of Agriculture as a ſcience, and orew wealthy 


from his over-abounding Crops. He fed very 


numerous Herds of Cattle, and he dug wells 
every where to ſupply them. Uzziah planted 


many , Vine-yards, and built cots for. all his 
buſbandmen, and Vine-drefſers, In time of 
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Peace, he was thus uſefully and happily employed, 
but VU zziah's higheſt glory was in Arms. He 
maintained an Army of two thouſand fix hundred 


brave officers, all men of war, and three hundred 


and ſeven thouſand five hundred ſoldiers, Com- 
Hlezoly armed. 


In hich proſperity, pious, innocent, and happy, 


Uzziah reigned three and thirty. years, during 


the life time of a truly eminent and wiſe man, 
named Zachariah, who had been his favourite 
adviſer and friend, but after the death of this 
faithful and worthy counſellor, Uzziah's ambi- 
tion, having no friendiy eye to check it, his high 


honours and dignities ſo elated him, that he 


would oftentatiouſly burn incenſe himſelf, upon 
the Altar before the Lord, the High-Prieſt and 
Fourſcore other Prieſts all followed the King to 


the Temple, and there moſt reſpettfully told him, 
it was their office only to burn the Incenſe, an 


office ſolemnly allotted to the Sons of Aaron, the 
| King unuſed to oppoſition and impatient of re- 
proof, in a moment of warmth and vanity, the 
cenſer in his hand, held it up in an angry threat, 


and Uzziah was inſtantly {truck with a leproſy, 
the High-Prieſt was the firſt who ſpied it in his 


forehead, thus degraded and polluted, a loath- 
ſome leper, the King walked filently out of the 


"Temple, and mou the City, quite beyond the 


gates 


HEY 
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(47) 
gates, to a lone houſe in the fields, as no leper, 
be he ever ſo highly ranked, was ever admitted to 
live within the City Walls. 


From this moſt horrid diſeaſe, Uzziah never 


afterwards recovered, the remainder of his life 
was paſſed only by himſelf. A puniſhment 
wiſely calculated to convince him of his crime, 
as it rendered him incapable of MIEnUng on 
- publick Worſhip ever after. 


Under the title of Videnin Jotham his Son | 


took upon him the adminiſtration until the 
death of his. Father. Uzziah reigned two and 


fifty years, and then died at the age of fixty- 
_ eight, and they buried him in the field, where 


the royal Sepulchres were built, but a leper was 


always placed apart, and by himſelf, at a wide 


diftance from his * JORENots. 


Kkkza —JOTHAM 
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'CINCE the diſgrace and ſufferings of his 
1, Father, this young Prince had been inveſted 


with the Supreme Authority under the title of 


Viceroy. 


/ 
/ 
/ 


Jotham was now proclaimed King of Judah, 


and he was at the age of twenty-five, his Mother's 


' name was Jeruſha, and of the family of Zadoc. 


In the year of the World, 3248, and ſeven 
hundred and fifty-ſeven years before the coming 


of our Saviour. 


| Jotham was a wiſe, powerful, and religious 


Prince, inheriting all his Father's virtues, without 


the ſad and deſtructive allay of ambition and 


vanity, and Uzziah himſelf ſeemed only to have 
R __ acquired 
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like quantity of barley. 
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acquired it in the latter period of his reign; 


when he he4 loſt his wiſe adviſer, and was blinded - 


by the too glaring luſtre and honours of LOyvny- 


A magnificent, beautiful new gate, was now 


built to the Temple, and Jotham cretted many | 
other ſuperb ſtruQures, both for ornament anduſe; 
this Prince was a ſpirited and valiant Commander, 


he engaged the Ammonites in ſeveral battles, and 


| made them tributary to Judah, and they brought. 
every year to Jeruſalem, one hundred talents of 


ſilver, ten thouſand meaſures of wheat,: and a 


% 


Jotham ' was his own General, headed his _ 

Troops, and marched in perſon with his Army. 
| He returned viaorious from all -his expeditions, 
_ and never loſt a battle. He fought with Rezin, 
| King of Syria, and Pekah King of Iſrael, but- 
the union of theſe two kingdoms, and their confe- - 
deracy againſt Judah, did not fall out until the 


reign of Ahaz his SON. 


f 


| Atthe end of a proſperous and glorious reign 
_ of ſixteen years, King Jotham died, aged only 


forty-one, and was buried with his Fathers in the 
City of David, in Jeruſalem. | 
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HIS young Prince had only attained 
to the age of twenty, when at the Death 


of his Father, he aſcended the Throne of 


Judah; in the year of the World, three 


thouſand, two hundred fixty-three, and ſeven 
hundred and forty-one yeats before Chriſt. 


 Ahaz ws Prince ſo ill prineipled, aban- | 


doned and wicked, that he totally degenerated 
from the piety of his Anceſtors, and cauſed to 
be tnade a number of molten Images, facri- 


ficing and burning incenſe on the high places, 


the hills, and the groves, and under every 
green tree, where he had impiouſly ſet up his 


Idols and his Gods. At Hinnon, in the very 


neighbourhood of his Metropolis, he command- 
ed his own Son to paſs through the hire, 
conforming to the ſuperſtitious rites, and wor- 


ſhip of the Heathens, the original Inhabitants 


3203, 0. 
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of Canaan, whom God for thoſe very abomi. 
nations, and afts of impiety, had extirpated 
root and branch from thence. 


It was at this time, a confederate Alliance 
took place between Syria and Iſrael, they united 
their forces, and marched them into Jones, and 
laid legs. to ]cruſalem.. 


| Ahaz was ſorely alarmed and altogether 
unprepared; while he ſtood trembling and in 
high confternation, Iſaiah the Prophet, enter- 
ed the Palace, and requeſted an audience with 

the King. The two powerful Armies of Syria 
X and Ifrael had ſurrounded the City, Walls, 

= and threatened a total overthrow of the Empire ; 
' in this moment of diſtrattion and diſpair, the 
Prophet mildly told Ahaz, © Your Enemies 
will try their ſtrength in vain,” and to gain 
| his confidence, Ifaiah defired him (as was the 
== cuſtom of the times) to aſk a fign from 
F God; any proof whatſoever you ſhall now re- 
quire, God will grant it you; either out of 
reſpe@ or deſpondency, Abaz, would aſk no- 
thing. 


The King appeared fullen and diſconſolate, 
and the Prophet in order to comfort him, 


and. convince hin of the truth of his Meſlage 
Sy ; 
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- kindly condeſcends © to reaſon with Ahaz,” and 


reminded him of the well-known predi&ion*® of | 


| Jacob, that the ſceptre ſhould not depart from 
Judah, until Shiloh (the right owner) meaning 
_ the Meffiah ſhould come; and the Prophet 
| then moſt .expreſsly added, | before Jeruſalem 
be deſtroyed, a Virgin ſhould conceive and 
bear a Son, and his Name Immanuel, God 
- with us, and the Prophet appealed to the 
| King, if as yet, either of theſe had happened. 


The confederate Kings, after they, and their 
| Armies, had fruitleſsly ſurrounded Jeruſalem, 
* plainly ſaw all their attempts would be in- 
 effeQual, chagrined and diſappointed, they 
marched their Armies back, wantonly plunder- 
| Ing and cruelly treating - all the inbabitants 
through the Towns, and Cities, and Country 
they paſled along. Rezin, the Syrian Prince, 
laden with jewiſh Spoils entered Damaſcus his 


Capital in triumph, and Pekah King of Iſrael 
put to the Sword one hundred and twenty 


thouſand Men, ;and carried away - captive two 
| hundred thouſand Women and Children.. 


Great and ſad were his loſſes, and the hor- 


rors of his late alarm ; notwithſtanding, Ahaz, 


_ gave himſelf wholly up to his heatheniſh  Abo- 
He had ſeen the. 
ſuggeſtions 


 minations, and Idolatry, 
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ſuggeſtions of the Prophet in ſome meaſure veri« 
fied, he had loſt in one battle, one hundred and 
twenty thouſand of his braveſt Troops, beſides 
his own Son Maalſceiah, the Maſter of his houſe- 
hold, apd Elkaneh the third in authority in 
Judah, and numbers of the People, 'who had. 


| been carried away captive. Yet Ahaz Rtill pub. 


fickly ſacrificed to the Gods of Damaſcus, alledg- 
ing, this as a reaſon, the proſperity of Syria 
was owing to .their Worſhip and their Gods. In 
open defiance, or at leaſt in diſtruſt of the God of | 


Iſrael, Ahaz called in foreign aid to his aſliftance, 


he was ftill ſorely oppreſſed and perſecuted by 
Syria, upon which the King ſent an Embally to 
Tiglath-Pileſer, King of Afſyria, and he accom» 


panied it with a royal preſent of all' the money, 
both in his own Treaſury, and in the Treaſury of 


the Temple, and he ſaid, © I am'thy Servant 


and thy Son;” I yield myſelf to thee, to ſerve, 


obey, and pay thee tribute, upon condition thou 
come up, and ſave me from the hands of my 
enemies. The Aſlyrian | Prince accepted his 
preſent and propoſals, he marched with his Army 
againſt Damaſcus, and took it, and: Rezin the 
Syrian King was there ſlain. Upon this ſucceſs- 
Tul enterprize, Ahaz went up to Damaſcus to 
meet the Conqueror, and congratulate him on 
kis Victory, m:king him high acknowledgments 
zor his favour and a{liſtance, while Ahaz was on 
Yer. 1, LM: ths 
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| this viſit, he was wonderfully ſtruck with a Syriaz 

Altar he there ſaw, of a beautiful truQure, and he 
ſent a pattern of it to Urijah his High-Prieſt ai 
Jeruſalem, and commanded him to cauſe an 
_ Altar to be built of that faſhion againſt his return, 
 Urijah obeyed the orders of his Sovereign, the 
Altar, according to the model ſent, was com- 
pleted, and Ahaz offered up incenſe himſelf. 
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upon it, and a valt nnmber of heatheniſh facri- 


| fices; very ſoon after, the King put a ſtop to the 


daily ſervices of the Temple, and he ſhut it up, 


new A!tars after the Syrian Model were ſet up in 
every corner of Jerufalem, to the honour of. 


the Gods of Damaſcus. 


With ſuch infamous and abominable depravity, 
this Idolatrous Prince uninterruptedly adhered to 


the Syrian Worſhip, to their Idols and their 
Gods. Ahaz finiſhed a miſerable reign in the 


thirty-ſixth year of his age, and ſixteen years after 
he had aſcended the throne of Judah. 


He was buried in Jeruſalem, in a place by | 


himſelf, as the Elders and Nobles of Judah did 


not think him worthy of being interred in the | 
magnificent Sepulchre of his Anceſtors. 
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HAZ was ſucceeded by his Son Hezekiahi. 
' This Prince was in the twenty-fifth year of 
| his age, his Mother's name was Abi, and ſhe 
was Daughter of Zachariah. A Princeſs of true 
| piety, who in the midſt of a corrupt and moſt 
| abandoned Court, had attended to the principles, 
' morals, and religious education of her Son. 


In the year of the World, Q278, and ſeven 
hundred and twenty-ſix YSars before the birth of 
our Saviour. 


"This amiable, and beſt of Princes, was well 
a&quainted with the ſad ſources of Judah's mis- 
fortunes, he therefore in right earneſt, and with 
religious zeal, ſet about retrieving them. Heze- 
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kiah wiſely begun with opening the Temple, and 
re-inſtating the Prieſts and Levites in their office; 
enforcing both by his authority, and example, the 
' conſtant daily worſhip of God, according to the 
Law of Moſes. He began on the firſt day of 
the new year, and it was the Sabbath, the whole 
ſervice was then prepared and completed. The 
King afſembled all his Elders and Nobles, the 
Princes and Chiefs of the Tribe of Judah, the 
Prieſts and Levites, and all his People, they 
formed a grand proceſſion, and moved towards 
the Temple, the air reſounding with the ſolemn 
blaſt of trumpets, and loud ſounding cymbals, a 
band of ſacred muſic, and men-fingers and women= 
ſingers chanting Pſalms, and Hymns of praiſe, in 
"27 full Majeſtic chorus. The Jewiſh ancient muſics 
: | accompanied the voices all through the Temple, 
3 which re-echoed with the ſhouts, and general joy 
of King and People, deFOrOpealy employed in 
prayer and prailc. 


C re 


 Hezekiah aſſiſted at the Altar, and with true * 
piety, witneſſed the ſolemnities of ſacrifice, and by. 
offered up, for the ſins of all his Feople, Poe 
offerings without number. 


_y.\ whole Nation thus devoutly engaged in abo- 
hſhing Idolatry, with reverence joining heart and 
 yozce 
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voice in thankſgivings to God, muſt have been a 
_ full of joy and fatisfaQtion. 


"Sarpbink. liberal and wiſe, was unwilling to 


confine the religious exerciſes, and worſhip of 


God, to his own Kingdom, he wrote himſelf a 


Terious and pathetic letter, to all the TIſraclites in 


the neighbouring Provinces, reproving them for 


their Idolatry, the ſad and evident ſource of 


their-fuſfferings, and in order to a reformation. of 
that deluded and unhappy Kingdom, he earneltly 


exhoxrted them to the true warſhip of God, and. 


Invited them all to. keep the next Paſs-over Feaſt 
with bim, in the Temple at Jeruſalem, and very 
many. of them attually came. 


\ 


Inſpired by the piety, and animating example of 


their Prince, the People were all reſolute and ac- 
Uve in demoliſhing Idols, Altars, every heatheniſh 
monument and grove, in, and about Jeruſalem, 
and the whole City was altogether cleared. He- 
zekiah removed the Groves and High Places, 


which none of his predeceſſors before, had influ- 


ence or reſolution enough to do. He next made 
an exat ſcrutiny into the genealogie of the 


Prieſts, and Levites, and eftabliſhed their ſevera] 


_ claſſes, after the model of David, and the King 
provided largely for the maintenance of then 
. all, 1 I | 
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As ſoon as he found himſelf ſufficiently power- 
ful, he freed Judah from the annual tribute paid 


to the King of Afſyria, and re-aſſumed that inde« 


pendent Sovereignty, God had ſettled in the 


houſe of David. Hezekiah marched with his 


Army againſt the Philiſtines, and recovered all 
the Cities they had taken from Judah, OFOg the 
unhappy reign of Ahaz his Father, 


4 Senna-Cherib, King | o& Aﬀyria, contented 
himſelf with receiving the Jewiſh tribute as long as 


it was paid, but on its being withheld, he marched 


into Judza at the head of a numerous Army, he 
laid ſiege to all the fortified Cities and Towns he 
paſſed through, and threatened a total deftruftion 
to the Empire. 


Hezekiah was ſadly diſtreſſed, and now all 


ſubmiſſion, the King ſaw his error, but it was too 


late, the Aſſyrian Prince had fixed his head 
quarters at Lachiſh, Hezekiah forwarded an 


Embaſly, and accompanied it with the richeſt 
preſents, ftripping both his Palace and the Tem- 
ple to furniſh them, he promiſed a full and une. 
quivocal affent to whatſoever terms his Aſſyrian 


Majeſty ſhould think proper to impoſe. The 


Haughty Conqueror demanded three hundred 


talents of ſilver, and thirty talents of gold. 
$cnna-Cherib, then only ordered his Troops 
back 


( 440 } 


back to ' Lachiſh, and permitted them Bill t@ 
"I on the frontiers of Judah. 


\ 


It was not long before he diſpatched from 
hence, Tartan, Rablaris and Rabihakeh, three 
General Officers, with a powerful Army again to 
lay liege to JOE 


 Hezekiab had buſily cnplayed himſelf, made 
a brave defence, fortified the City, repaired the 
walls, built a ſecond wall all round it, fenced it 
with Towers, colleQed a large ſtore of proviſions 
dried up all the ſprings inthe ſuburbs, and turned 
the Brook Gihon into the City, to deprive the 
enemy as'much as poſlible of all ſupplies, and 
pour in plenty of water into Jeruſalem. After 
theſe wiſe and vigorous meaſures for enduring a 
hege, Hezekiah ſummoned his Council, his 
Officers, and Generals, and in an able and pious 
| Ipeech encouraged them to fortitude, becoming 
valour, and deyout reliance on God. | 


At the very preſling, and earneſt requeſt of his 
Nobles and People, Hezekiah had afſented to for- 
ward an Embaſly to Ethiopia, aſking their aſſiſtance 
in this his great extremity and deep diltreſs, a 
numerous Army was immediately ſent for the 

relief of Jeruſalem, but they were all routed and 
ut to. I. PIECES by Senna-Cherib, ar.d with fo 
horrible 
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horrible a-{laughter,' no one was left even to bury 


The three Aﬀyrian Captains, inſultingly paray 


ding, and ſurveying the City, ſtood by the Con- 
' duit of the upper Pogl, in the Highway, and 
made figns for a conference with the King.  He- 


zekiah, ſorely alarmed, ſent three confidential 


Servants, the Steward of his houſehold, his Se- 
cretary, and Joaſh, the Son of Aſaph his Re- 


corder; Rab-ſhakeh, with haughty inſolence, 


| ordered them to go carry Hezekiah this meflage. 


from the Ng of Aﬀyria, 


In whom placeſt thou thy truſt? Is Egypt thy 


ſtaff? behold he is as weak as a bruiſed reed, on 


which if a man lean, it will ſplinter and pierce 


| him—but does he truſt in the Lord his God? is 


not that He, whole high places, and groves, and 


Altars he has burnt and deſtroyed ? Hear ye,'my - 
propoſal ; give pledges now to my Lord the 
King, and I will deliver you two thouſand horles, 
but ye are ſo deſtitute of men, ye cannot even ſet 


riders upon them, 


Am I come up without the Lord againſt Jeru= 
ſalem to deſtroy it? The Lord ſaid to me, v0 ye 


Up againtt this land and deſtroy it, (How terri- 
iying to the Jews to be told, he was executing a 
Yo. 1, Mmm commiſſion 
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commiſſion from Jehovah.) The Jewiſh Chiefs, 
ſhocked that the People ſhould hear ſuch lan- 
_ guage, ſubmiſſively told Rab-ſhakeh, we under- 
Rand the Syrian tongue, I pray you, ſpeak to 
thy ſervants, and not in the ears of all the Peo- 
ple on the wall. He infolently replied, are we 
not ſent to all the men now liſtening on the 
wall? (and turning from the Jewiſh Chiefs, and 


ſpeaking direQly to the People) ſoon ſhall we 


reduce you to ſuch extremity, you will eat, each 
man his own dung for hunger—let not Hezekiah 
deceive you—he is not able to deliver you—he 
tells you to truſt in the Lord, but your City will 


ſurely be delivered up to us. Hearken to the 


King of Aﬀſyria. Make a league with me by 2 


. preſent—come ye out to me, and then, eat ye 
_ every man of his own Vine, and every one of his 
Fig-tree, and drink ye every one of the waters of 
his Ciſtern, until I come and take you away to a 
land like your own, a land of corn and wine, of 


bread and Vine-yards, of oil olive, and honey, 


that ye all may live and not die. Hath any of 
the Gods of the Nations delivered them out of the 


hands of the King of Aﬀyria? Have they deli- 


vered Samaria ? and do you expett deliverance 
for Jerwiaions ? 


The People all held their peace. Hezekiah 
had exprelsly commanded—anlwer them not. 
None 


pay Mu oa 


op 
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.Eliakim, Shebna and Joaſh the Jewiſh Chiefs 


like deep mourners, with their clothes rent, came 
to Hezekiah and told him all the words of Rab- 


ſhakeh. The King rent his clothes, in token of | 


ſorrow, and covered himſelf with ſack-cloth, and 
went immediately to the Temple, and ſent the three 
monrning chiefs, covered with ſack-cloth, to tell 


the ſad ſtory to the Prophet Iſaiah. Hezekiah 


moſt humbly offered up to God, with all his 
People, an animated and very pathetic prayer, 
as ſoon as he had done, on ſeeing the Prophet, 
the King piteouſly implored his interceſſion, and 
prayer to God on behalf of his Country; Upon 
which Iſaiah revives and comforts Hezekiah. Be 


not afraid, for thus ſaith the Lord, behold I will 
ſend a blaſt upon thine enemy, he ſhall hear a 


rumour, and return to his own land, and fall wy 


. the Sword } In his own land, 


Tirkahah, King of Ethiopia, incenſed at the 
ill ſucceſs and loſs of his Troops, marched a pow- 
erful Army into Aﬀyria; Senna-Cherih was under 


the neceſſity of going home, to drive him back, 
and defend his own territorics, but beſore he ſet 


oft, he wrote a moſt inſulting letter to Hezekiah, 
he would ſhortly return, and with redoubled fury 
batter down the walls of Jeruſalem. For (he told 
POE he {et at i OR. the God of Hezekiah, 
Mmm «+ 
| The 
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teived the letter himſelf from the hand of the 
meſſenger and read it, then went itimediately to. 


' Elders and Nobles, after which, he in the moſt 


anxieties before him. 


——_ porno ne rope CIT or wn 
- by 


& and hear, open thine eyes and ſee, hear thou 
t the words of Sennha-Cherib, his reproaches of _ 


* thee ſave us out of his hand,” 


| is the word the Lord hath ſpoken, concerning 
him, | 


© Daughter of Jeruſalem hath ſhaken her head at 
* thee (in deriſion.) Whom haſt thou reproached 


© 58 ( 444 } 


The King, under great terror and alatni, te-. 


the Temple, and there held a council with his 


humble manner proſtrated himſelf before God, 
and ina fervent and devout prayer, ſpread all his 


«& O Lad God of Iſrael, bow down te eat 


* the living God, O Lord our God, I.  beleech 


Hezekiah's pious addreſs was ſcarcely finiſhed, 
when he received a gracious anſwer from God, 
delivered by the Prophet: That although Senna- 


*Cherib would indeed return, yet God would 


protett Teruſatem. Thus ſaith the Lord God of 1 
Iſrae}, that which thou haſt prayed to' me con- | 
cerning Senna-Cherib, I have. heard, and this | 


* The Virgin, the Daughter of Zion hath 
deſpiſed thee, and laughed thee to ſcorn. The 


e 


La) 


« and ei 


t and blaſphemed, even the Holy . One of 
_ * Iſrael? I know thy abode, thy going out and 
'* thy coming in, and thy rage is before me; be- 
© cauſe thy rage and thy tumult is come up into 
7 mine ears—behold I will-put my Hook into thy. 
* noſe, and my Bridle between thy lips, and I 
_* will turn thee back, by the way in which thou 
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* came.” 
And it came to pals that very lake, (poſſibly 


| the night preceeding a general ſtorm) the Angel 
_ of the Lord went out, and ſmote by a peſtilence, 
in the Afyrian Camp, one hundred, fourſcore, 


and five thouſand, At day-break on ſeeing the 
dead bodies filling the tents, and covering the 


' plain, Senna-Cheriþ, full of ſhame and confuſion 
| FOLCLOOR back ingloriouſly to Nineveh, 


Thus was Jeruſalem delivered in the very mo« 


- ment of deſtruction, and Iſaiah's prediQtion. re. : 
ſpeQing this haughty Tyrant exaftly fulfilled, as 
was alſo the prophecy reſpetting his death, for as 


he was worſhipping in the Temple of his God, he 


| was aſſaſſinated by two of his own Sons, who af- 


terwards fled and made their eſcape out of the 


; Kingdom. 


_ Another viſit of the Prophets 1s recorded, when 


Hezekiah was fick, Iſaiah forewarns the King to 
wu bas es ſet 
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ſet his affairs in order, make his will, and appoint 


his ſucceſſor, forthe would ſurely die, 


_ Hezekiah aſcended the Throne at twenty-five, 
and he was now only thirty-eight; his Kingdom 
was in danger; as yet he had no heir; the ſum- 
mons ſudden and alarming; the King therefore 


. received it with inexpreffible grief, and in a 


humble and devout prayer, with his face towards 
_ the wall}, and ina flood of tears, he paſſionately 
poured out his ſoul before God. The Prophet had 
taken his leave, he was now in the middle Court 
and going out of the Palace, when he was com- 
manded to return, and -inform Hezekiah, God 
had heard his prayer, he ſhould recover from his 
diſeaſe, and in three days time, acquire ſo much 


health and ſtrength, as to be able to offer up pub- 
lick thanks to God in the Temple, in the midſt 


of all his People, and more-over fifteen years 


longer ſhould be added to his life. The King's 


diſeaſe was probably a quinſey, upon the applica- 


_ tion of a fig, the tumour ripened and broke, and 


his cure immediately followed. 


It was on this occaſion Iſaiah gave a ſignal proof 


of his high Prophetic office, a retrogradation of 
ten degrees of the ſun's ſhadow, on the dial of 


Ahaz, and to gain the King's confidence and 
comfort him the more, he left it to him to chuſe, 


whether 


(4497 ) 


whether the ſhadow ſhould.go ten degrees for- 
ward, or retire ten degrees back; the - King 


ſaid, ſhould the ſhadow go down ten degrees, 


it wilt be leſs noticed and- extraordinary, and he 
choſe it ſhould return backward. On the Pro- 
phet's prayer, the ſhadow on the dial of the royal 


| Palace, was inſtantly brought ten degrees back. 


Under the grateful impreſſions of ſo merciful a 


providence, Hezekiah compoſed a divine. Ode, 


expreſſive of his own anguiſh of ſoul, and the 
infinite goodneſs. of his, God. 


This beſt of PERS ind ach elated by {o 
many bleſſings and deliverances, with which God 
had diſtinguiſhingly honoured him, and now 
opulent and very powerful, enriched with the ſpoils 
of his enemies, and in the full enjoyment of his 
bleſſings, Berodach-baladan, the Son of the King 
Babylon, ſent preſents and letters of congratula- 
tion to Hezekiah on his recovery, and he noticed 
the amazing prodigy of the Sun's retrogreſlion, 
a phenomenon which had been obſerved, and 
much ſpoken of, in foreign countries, and par= 


_ ticularly in Egypt, as the Egyptians were great 
aſtronomers. Hezekiah incautiouſly. entertained 


the Ambaſladors with a fight of his immenſe 
riches, his grandeur and magnificence, the For- 
xifications ang. Arength of his walls, his Store- 


houſes 
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houfes and armory. Ifaiah ſaw them at the 
Palace, and enquired of his Majeſty who thoſe 
| men were, Hezekiah very 1nnoceatly told him, 
YF PE they were foreigners, come from a far Country, 
even from Babylon, the King had ſent them to 
congratulate him on his recovery, and he had 
Juſt now ſhewn them his Treaſury, Palaces, and 
| Fortifications, the Temple, his Armory and 
| Stores, upon hearing which, the Prophet very 
gravely repreſented to him, his vanity, weakneſs. 
and pride, ſtrikingly telling the King, thoſe very 
Babylonians, who had juſt glutted their eyes with | {+ 
the glory of his Palaces and Treaſury, would bo ” 
| ſhortly ſtrip them of all their valuables, carry hig 3 
Children captives to Babylon, and make his Sons S 
Eunuchs in the Palace of their Prince, Hezekiak 

mildly gr dnkens 


| «Good is the word of the Lord; Is 1t not 
* good? If peace and truth be in my days.” 


Xs 


1 ſubmit, the ſentence is juſt and merciful, a 
puniſhment leſs than I deſerve, in that the evil 
is deferred, and does not immediately follow my * 
fi EE OY = 


| © © - This Prince improved the City of Jeruſalem by 
E- elegant buildings, Store-houſes, Magazines, and WE 
| @ ſpacious Armory; and he added much. to its 
z ſtrength and ſecurity by many new Fortifications. | 
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( 449 ) 
- He planned a new aquzduQ, in a very canves 
nient part of the City, and it afforded a large 


ſupply of water to the inhabitants. He conſtantly 


kept in pay a vumber of ſkilful ſcribes, and alway 
employed them in writing copies of the five Book 
of Moſes, and others of the ſacred Canon, and 
the King ſent, and diſperſed them eyery year, to 
all the Cities and Towns in bis Kingdom. 


According to the Prophets predition, Hezes 


kiah died in the fifty-fourth year of hjs age, and 
| trwenty-ninth of his Reign, and Was buried 1 1n the 


chiefeſt of the Royal Sepulchres, with ſuperb 
ſplendour and magnificence, diſtinguiſhingly JO» . 


Jemnized throughout the City and the whole 


Kin gdom, 


The Sepulchre WaS 2 large court of one hun« 


fred and twenty fect ſquare, forming a ſumptuous 


area, ſurrounded with a ſpacious cloyſter ſupport= 
ed with pillars, Every part was cut out ofa 


ſolid marble rock, The cloyſter Jed you on to a 


magnificent ball, with ſtone doors, twenty foyr 


feet ſquare, Many lefſer apartments pain 


the hall, on the ſides of which were nitches, } 


 whick the marble coffins of the King' s were i 


fited, the body of Hezekiah was placed in a nitch 
:n the innermoſt of all, to confer the cs 
honour on this pious and very amiable Prince. « 


a0 Ph. Þ, © Nan MAN ASSEH, 


MANASSEH. 


— 


HIS young Prince was only twelve years ola 
when his Father, good King Hezekiah died, 


at this early age, Manaſſeh aſcended the Throne | 


cf Judah, and was crowned in Jeruſalem, fix 


Z hundred and ninety-ſeven years before the birth 


of our Saviour, and in the year of the World, 
three thouſand, three hundred and ſeven. 


© Brutiſh, and vicious from inclination, Manaſſeh 

was very unfortunate in his firſt counſellors and 
| adviſers, he began his Reign in dire& oppoſition 
to all the wiſe principles, plans, and cuſtoms of 


his pious Father, and he ſeemed purpoſely de- 


ſigning, and obſtinately determined to undo, all 
the good his Father had been doing. 


Manaſſeh gave himſelf up, to the high indul- 


gence of his. pathons and his pleaſures, he was 
impious, 
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impious, tyrannical and an Idolater ; he intro- 
_ duced even into the ſervice of the Temple, the 
_vileſt idolatries, he cauſed an Idol to be ſet up in 
the Holy of Holies, and to be there publickly 


worſhipped with heatheniſh abominations and ce. 


. remonies, and both the areas and grand entrance 


of the Temple he filled with Altars, eretted to 


Baal and all the Stars and Hoſt of Heaven, 


Manaſſeh, amongſt other execrable and heathen- 
iſh ceremonies, cauſed his Son to paſs through 
the fire, and he obſerved days, lucky or unlucky 
ſeaſons, for diſpatch of buſineſs, and even PraC- 
tiſed witchcraft and inchantments. 


- « The Oe diſtreſſed and alarmed, {everely 
reprimanded the King, expoſtulated and threa-. 
tened him for his open violation of the laws, and 
| facrilegious impiety, and with zeal and animation 
| told him, God would bring down ſuch evils on 


named would make his ears to tingle, in his ven- 
geance God would turn his Kingdom upfide down 
| Fr a diſh, empty it of its inhabitants, and cut it 
off from all hopes of reſtitution, Th 


Such guage” Manaſleh held in derifion, and 
this Idolatrous Prince treated the Prophets with 
| the wg indignity and infolence, he ſhed the 
Nnne blood 


Jeruſalem, the very. horror of hearing them. 
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blood of maiiy of thei, and Ifaiahi though 
Allied to royalty, is faid at this time to have 
been fawn afunder and with. a wooden Saw. 
The King praQiſed the moſt wicked and cruel ſe- 
verity on all who refuſed to fall down and 
 _ _ vorſhip the Idols and the Gods ke had ſet up- 
= Jeruſalem became the ſcene of the moſt horrid 
Butcheries, and the Metropolis ſtreamed with 
the blood of his Nobles, his Oe his Prieſts 
and his People; 
At length, Providence was pleafed to put a 
b Gignal ſtop to his career, and the Jewiſh Prince 
was delivered into the hands of the Officets' of 
 Affaradin, King of Aﬀſyria, ſearching for him 
after a Battle and defeat, they ſpyed him in 
the midſt of a thicket of, briars, where he 
had painfully and cunningly hid himſelf, the 
- Officers ſeized the King's perſon, and con- | 
veyed him to the Camp. Manaſſeh loaded 
| vith heavy thains, was from. thence led away 
captive to Babylon, and by order of the Aliyriati 
Prince, ignominiouſly caſt into a Dungeon. : 
In this horrid and loneſome priſon, humbled 
and ſore abaſed, Manafſeh's | Eyes were firſt- 
opened to all his miſcarriages and impiety ; 
before the tribunal of Conſcience, his fins and MR © 
| high aggravations, crimes almoſt forgot, were MY - 
E- | _ here paſſing in ſerious review, and Manaſſeh, Do 
in 
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fel thc bitterneſs and anguiſh of his Soul, de- 
[- voutly prayed to God, and he obtained mercy, | 
1 pardon and deliverance. 

From the preateſt ſinner, be became the 
greateſt penitentz from the bloodieft ' Tyrant, 
one of the moſt merciful and beſt of Sovereigns. 
God fo diſpoſed the heart of the King of 
Babylon, that on a treaty, Manaſſeh obtained 
his releaſe firſt from the Dungeon, and not 
long after from his bondage, As Toon as he 
returned to Jeruſalem, he diligently and zea- 
louſly ſet about repairing all the damages his 
fad impiety had occaſioned, and his very firſt care 
was to clear the ſanctuary and Temple of all 
the Idols, he had himlelf, moſt wickedly cauſed 
to. be placed there, and he- reſtored the daily 
| Service of God, and His worſhip in the Temple, 
40 its purity, its ancient uſages and ſplendour. 
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| Manaſſch, then wrote circular letters, and 
ſent them, throughout all his Kingdom, com- 
manding all, and every one of his ſubjeds, to 
deſtroy and utterly demoliſh every Idol, and 
£ the Altars and Groves, which he himſelf had, 
_ in the early part of bis life, cauſed to be ſet 
DR by) up, and the People, with great readineſs, ſet 
, about executing, throughout | every Province, 
Abis new edict of their Prince, 


Manalſeh % 


-( 4544 ) . 
Manaſſeh, then turned his thoughts to his 


Metropolis, and he repaired and flrengthened 
its walls and fortifications, he reigned piouſly 
and in uninterrupted peace, three and thirty 


years after his return from Babylon, and died 


In the ſixty-ſeventh year of his age, and in 


the hitty- fifth year of his reign. 


Manaſſeh, was buried in his Garden, at his 


own particular and very modeſt requeſt, the 
| miſcarriages, and impiety of early life made 
him account himſelf unworthy of a place, in_ 


the royal ſepulchre, among his Anceſtors. 


; he age - of twenty-two, Amon ſucceeded 


his Father Manafſeh, and was proclaimed 


at Jeruſalem, in the year of the World, three 
thouſand, three hundred fixty-two; and fix hun- 


dred forty-two years before Chriſt, 
3362 This 


(. 5 ) 
. This. young Prince could only have witnefſea 
bis Father's many virtues and piety, yet Amon 
inherited and lived in the daily prattiſe of the moſt 
odious and worſt of all his vices and abomina- 
| tions. He was an Idolater and gave himſelf up to 
= impiety, and the moſt criminal debaucheries, but 
an | before. he had reigned two years, Amon was 
= Aaſlaſſinated, in his own Palace, by ſome of his 
( \ guard, and they buried him in the ſame garden 
S with his Father. King Uzziah, had formerly 
planted, and laid out this garden, and it was 
on that account called Uzza. This unfortunate 
young Princ?, had a Son only eight years of 
age, and they proclaimed him, King of Judah. 
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At the concluſion of ſo very ſhort a reign, 
it is aſtoniſhing to ſee the alteration which had 
taken place in Jeruſalem, and the very rapid 
progreſs of immorality and impiety. The Hiſ- 
tory informs us, that among the Princes and 
Nobles, the Judges and Magiſtrates, injuſtice, 
== oppreſſion, cruelty and all manner of Debau-. 
7 chery reigned; among the Prieſts pride, ava- 
TE. _ rice, corruption and a ſhameful traffick of Re- 

ligion ; among the people total ignorance--and 

zrreligion. Altars were reared every where to 
Baal, and to the whole Hoſt. of Heavenly bodics, 

the Sanftuary throughout was polluted with Idols, 

ahh ho DLL and 


| 
| 
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and in its ſacred Courts were praQtiſed .the 


conclude the Reigus of the Kings of Judah, 


In Jeruſalem, and proclaimed King of Judah, 


three. hundred fixty-four ; and- fix hundred and T1 


forty years before the birth of our Sayjour. 
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vileſt and moſt odious proſtitutions, abominable 
and Heatheniſh Ceremonies, 


i" of 
—_— P—_Y 
boy : 6 WR Ae "_ 
, EO mana 
i. 
TUO IE 
”— IE CITI 


_ The following are Princes of one family and 


H1-S amiable and moſt virtuous Prinee, 
was in the eighth year of his age, crowned 


In the year of - the World, three "thouſand, K+ 
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At the command of God, a Prophet foretold 


the birth of this young Prince, and even named 


him by name three hundred years before. © Be- 
© hold a child ſhall be born unto the houſe of 
cc David, Joſiak by name.” 


Immediately after his coronation, Regents 
were elefted from the Sanhedrim, the grand 
council of the Nation, with whom, together with 
his wiſe and pious tutors and counſellors, this 


young Prince, could only, from time to time, be 


diretted and adviſed, truſting to their good ma- 
nagement, and regulation of his Government. 


In the fifteenth year of his age, Joſiah married, 


and in the ſixteenth he had a Son and ſucceſſor 
born to him. He had now aſſumed the reigns of 


Government in his own hands. With affiduous 


zeal, and true piety, with an intrepidity almoſt 
beyond bclicf, he engaged in this virtuous and. 
moſt arduous enterprize ; his very wonderful ex- 


peditions, and ſignal ſucceſſes were aſtoniſhing, 


Joſiah would not truſt to his officers and ſer-. 
vants, he took an ative part himſelf in deſtroying 
and pulling down throughout Judah and lirael, 
the. Altars, Idols and Groves, which he4 been let 
up in both Eingdoms, and the King iſſued out a 
proclamation, forbidding all fuch Worihip, in 
any place, or grove, or Temple whatſoever 

Yor. I, | Oo0o expreisly 
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expreſsly naming in this edi every high place 
in particular, which laſt prohibition had been 
in vain attempted by his pious predeceſſors; in 
order more effettually to put a ſtop to this very ; 
obſtinate evil. Joſiah cauſed all ſuch places to be a 
polluted with dead bodies, human carcaſſes and 2 
bones; every Prieſt who had offered Sacrifice 
and Worlſl:i;; there, he excluded from all Sacer- 
dotal Fun&ions and Priviledges whatever. The 


Idols, Altars, and all offerings dedicated to them, © 
ſuch as Chariots, Veſſels, Horſes, and every Mt 


article that cou'd be burnt, he ſet on fire, and 
ftrewed their aſhes over the graves of their Wor... 
ſhippers, and all ſuch as could not be deſtroyed 
by fire, he cauſed to be flung into the River 
Kidron. From Jeruſalem Joſiah proceeded to 
the Mount of Olives, and demoliſhed all its 
Altars and Idols, from thence to the Valley of 
Hinnon, a place notorious for the horrid cruel- [ oS 
ties exerciſed by the Worſhippers of Moloch, | 
atier this he pallet on to Bethel, where Jero- | 
boam had ſet up the Golden Calves, Joſiah de- - 
firoyed both Altars and Groves, and he cauſed to 
be dug up the dead bodies of the Idolatrous 
Prieſts, and burnt their bones to aſhes with their 
Altars, and their Gods, literally fulfilling the 
prediction of the Prophet three bundred years 

before he was born. Johah made his Circuit 


through all the other Cities of Iſrael, for as that 
Kingdom 
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wholly deſolate, he deſtroyed, and burnt every 
where, the Idols and Altars which he found, and 
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Kingdom was now in captivity, and lay almoti 


when he had rooted out, from both K: agdoms, 
Idolatry and 1ts 1bominations and ceremonies, he 
ſet about reſtoring the true worthip ot God in 
Jerufalem, and beginning with the Temple, Joſiah 
renewed the daily Services, the Sacritices, and 


the purity and folemunty of its worlihip. 


This young Prince was now arrived at the age 
of twenty-ſix, and he had reioned cighteen Years 
in Jeruſalem, at this time he fet about the repairs. 
and embelliſhments of the Temple, and while he | 


was thus zealouſly and diligently employed, Hil- 


kiah the High-Prieſt ſent the King word, he had 
that moment found the book of the Law, and 
Shaphan the Secretary of the Temple, was en- 
truſted to carry it to the Palace, and lay it þ&- 
fore the King; Joſiah unmediately opened the 

Sacred Volume (ſuppoſed to be the bouk wrote” 
by Moſes himſelf,) and when he there read, the 
dreadful judgments denounced thercin, againſt - 


thole very avominations and Idulairy, he had 


now himſelf been an eye witneſs to, throughout 


_ all Judza, he humbled himſelf before God, he 


rent his cloaths and wept bittcrly, pathetically ca - 
preſling the grief and anguiſh of his ſoul, ſearing | 
leaſt both Kivg, and People ſhould {uer, and 
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fore me, I have heard thee, 
_ anguiſh of thy ſoul, I will gather thee to thy Fa- 
thers in peace, and thy eyes {hall not ſee the evil 
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feel the dire effefs of the threatenings and denun- | 
clations'announced againſt the tranſgreſlor, which 
he ſaw recorded in that book. 


Huldah, & Te "RY the Wife of Shallum 
lived at that time in the Colledge at Jecuſalem, 
Jofiah fent to her, 


cretary, and requeſted her to enquire of the Lord 


concerning the judgments denounced againſt Ifrael 
and Judah, of which he had been reading in the 


book; and Huldah anſwered them, God would 


Not fail to inflict on the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, 


all that ſore evil and even the curſes written in that 


| book, but ſay ye to the King of Judah, becauſe 


thy heart is tender, and thou didſt humble thyſelf 
before God, and rend thy clothes and weep be- 
and witneſſed the 


I will bring on Jeruſalem and its inhabitants; 
after this plain and dire& anſwer to his inquiries» 
Joſiah aſſembled all the Elders, his Nobles, and 


' Rulers of his People in the Temple, and he read 
himſelf before them, out of the book of the Law, 


and religiouſly exhorted them to the moſt rigid, 
pious, and careful obſervance of all its precepts 
and commands. The King afſured, them, they 


{ſhould always be the rule of his conduQt, he was 
himlelk 
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| Hilkiah the High-Prieft, a 
ſelett number of his Nobles and Shaphan his Se-_ 


ES 


7X4. /M.) 
himſelf determined to obſerve them, and ſet his _ 
People a ſteady example of obedience. 


: 


The Prieſts and Levites were now all of them 


_ very buſy, preparing to celebrate the feaſt of the 
 Paſs-over, and were killing the Paſchal Lamb. 


Johah exhorted them to purify themſelves for a. 


_ work fo very ſolemn and religious, he gave to 


the People, from his own flock, thirty thouſand 
Lambs and Kids and three thouſand Oxen. 
| Since the days of Samuel, the Prophet, no ſuch 


religious Zeal and National Piety had ever been 
ſcen and witneſſed by the People. _ 


After the celebration of the Paſs-over, Joſiah | 
began another Circuit round his Kingdom, and 
expelled all the Wizards, Inchanters, Juglers 
and ſuch dark and magic praftices from out the | 
land. He eſtabliſhed in his Cities, Courts of 
Judicature, and Seminaries for inſtrutting all the 


People in the law of Moſes, and he publickly, 
and very ſeriouſly exhorted the Prieſts 'and Le- 


vites, to employ all the day, in explaining and. 
diligently enforcing, the pious obſervance on the 


People. Thus, with true religious zeal, King 
Joliah exerted himſelf in the reformation of his 
Kingdom, in reſtoring the pure worſhip of God, 


and aboliſhing Idolatry, in hopes, by his own and 
his Peoples Picty, he might in ſome meaſure avert 
_ the 
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| ( 492 ) 7, 
the ſad judgments threatened, from falling on hiv 
family and Jeruſalem. _ 
This amiable, and. beſt of Princes reigned one 
and thirty years in profound peace, and at that 
time, Pharoah Necho, King of Egypt, marched 


' with his Army in order to invade Aﬀyria. In 
hoſtile array, the King led them acroſs Judza, | 
intending only by that road to enter Aflyria. D 
Joſiah was diſpleaſed and alarmed, and the King 
with all his Army met the Egyptian Prince, in- [ 
tending a formidable oppoſition to his March, and k 

Joſiah encamped in the Valley of Megiddo. . 
Pharoah Necho here ſent a friendly Embaſly to 
Joſiah, expreſsly afſuring him, he had.no hoſtile 4 
views whatever againſt the King of Judah. Johah C 
had taken the alarm, and would not be perſuaded, { 
as he was fallying out from his tent in his chariot, vf 
and riding round his own Camp, Pharoah Necho's Be - 
Archers ſhot at King Joſiah, and they wound-  _ 
ed him, Joſiah ſaid, have me away, and his E: | 2: 
ſervants inſtantly took him out of the chariot: | 2 
bleeding and ſwooning, they put him into ano- | ; 


ther chariot that he had in waiting, and hurried 
him from the Camp, but as ſoon as he had 
reached Jeruſalem, Johah died, in the thirty- 
' ninth year of his age, and the thirty-firſt of his 
_ reign, and with this amiable and highly virtuous 
Prince 1s faid to have expired, the religiou, the 
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| happineſs and glory of the Nation, Jeremy the 


Prophet compoſed, on this ſad event, a pathetic, 
and at that time, a very celebrated Elegy, called 
the iirſt Book of the Lamentations, a funeral 
Dirge, ſung by a choice band, of fi ſinging men and 
finging women, at bs burial, with the deepeſt ſor= 


row and with the tendereſt ſeelings of diſtreſs, per= 


ſonal and national, the Prophet is ſaid to have de- 


_ feribed the mournful and heartfelt ſorrow of all 
| his People. This book is unfortunately loſt, the 
ſecond Book of the Lamentations was wrote, on. 
the ſure conviction, the. Prophet then had, of 


the final deftruttion of Jeruſalem. 


Kitig Joſiah was magnificiently buried, in 


royal pomp in the of Sepulchre of David, and in 


ſuch affectionate veneration was the memory of 
this beſt of Princes held, that for more than a 
century afterwards (eſteeming this the firſt blow 
and commencement of their calamities) on all 
mournful occaſions, ſeaſons of ſorrow and dil. 


may, the ſinging men and ſinging women chanted 


this funeral Ode and. afreſh commemorated, the 
very early, and untimely death, of King Joſiah. 


JEHOAHAZ, 
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'HIS Prince was the youngeſt Son of King 
_ Joſiah, but being of an aftive warlike ſpirif, 
like a young Lion, the People made choice of 


| him, blew the trumpets and proclaimed him King 
of Judah, in the year of the World, three thou. 


ſand three hundred and ninety-fix, and fix hun- 
dred and eight years before Chriſt. 


Jehoahaz had alfo the name of Shallum, his 
Mother was a Daughter of Feremiah of Libnah, 
This young Prince aſcended the throne at the age 
of three and twenty, and unwifely commenced his 
Reign with the very early proofs of difſoluteneſs 
and impiety, ambitiouſly imitating the vices and 


 ddolatry of ſome of the worſt of his predeceſſors. 
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" The People, In general, were much diſpoſed 
to return to their heatheniſh luperſlitions and the 
; worſhip of Idols, and the King th ought to gratify 
= theni by complacency and indi gence in order 
_— to acquire a popularity, and he hereby paid a 
compliment to Egypt, by conforming to their 
Idols and Ceremonious worſhip. | 


Had woe STS CM 


The Prophet Jeremiah was expreſoly ſent to' 
Jehoahaz, and with earneſt warmth would fain 
| have brought to his remembrance, the Virtues, 
and God-like Piety of his Father, perſuaſively 
inviting him to imitate it, and as a powerful i ls 
ducement, at parting, the Prophet uttered a 
E-: ſevere threat, and ſtrikingly told the King, that 
BS in caſe he did not, in right earneſt, ſet about a 
{peedy reformation, God would fignally puniſh 


him, he ſhould be igaominiouſly led away Cap= 
tive, into a foreign land, and be {hould die there, 


\ 


+ K The reign of Jehoahaz was very ſhort, only 
three months, for Pharoah-Necho,. King of 
Egypt, baving been” fucceſ>ful in his expcdition 
againſt Allyria, as he returned back from the 
banks of the Euphrates, be paſſed through Judza, 
and depoſed the Jewiſh King. Necho firſt diſ- 
patched a Captain and his Gu ard, and ſummoned 
| Jehoahaz to meet him at Riblah, where he ordered | 
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him into confinement, and afterwards paſſed ſen. 


tence upon him. 


Jehoahaz, laden with chains of braſs, diſgrace- 


fully followed Pharoah-Necho into Egypt, he 


there added to the honours of his triumph, and 


' was confined a State-Priſoner as long as he lived, 


Aying in a Pe 7 land, -AS the nh 5.8 had forc- 


told. 


Fe King of Egypt now made the Crown of 
Judah tributary, and laid on it a yearly tax of 


- one hundred talents of filver and one talent of 


gold. Eliakim, the eldeſt Son of Joſiah, Pha- 
roah-Necho placed upon the Jewiſh Throne, 


and to ſhow his Sovereignty as a Conqueror, he 


commanded him to change his name to ]ehoia- 
kim. The Egyptian Prince then led back his 
victorious Troops out of Judza, 


) 


HIS Prince, the eldeſt Son of Joſiah, was 
_ crowned at Jeruſalem, in the year of the 


World, three thouſand, three hundred and ninety. 


{ix ; and fix hundred and eight years before the 
birth of our Saviour. | 


The King of Egypt, as an exerciſe of his royal 


Authority, had commanded him to afſume the 
name of Jehoiakim, and he was now at the-age of 
five and twenty. ONE, 


In order to pay the tr ibute exacted by Pharoah-- 


Necho, the young Prince began his reign by 
levying a heavy tax throughout his Kingdom, 2 
mode which bad been diQated to him by Egypt. 
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-Idolatry himſelf, and the very wort vices of his 
Anceſtors, filling Jeruſalem with the innocent 
blood of the. Prophets, and paſſing ſentence of 


1 thi :p and his impiety, 


 nacles, a ſolemn Jewiſh Feſtival, the Prophet 
Jeremiah publickly admoniſhed and reproved 


pronounced this ſevere threat, ſhould they perſiſt 


their Temple, and Jeruſalem would become a 


* hath ſpoken to us in the name of the Lord, by 


( 468 ) 


Jehoiakim lived in the habitual praftice of 


death on all who refuſed to conform to Idol WOT = 


On a day, when all the People were aſſembled 
in the Temple, to celebrate the feaſt of Taber- 


both King and People, with warmth and earneſt- 
nels ſeriouſly exhorting them to repent, and he 


in their impiety : and Idolatry, God would deſtroy 


curſe. At this freedom and zeal of the Prophet, 
the Populace, and more particularly the Prieſts 
were highly enraged, and they ſeized Jere- 
miah, and carried him before the Magiſtrates, 
but the Frophet was honourably | diſmiſſed and 
acquitted, * "This man 3s not worthy of death, he 


'N ebuchadnezzar, King of Aſſyria, aſter he had 
glutted his revenge on the Egy ptian Prince, and 
taken fron; him all that Country between the 
River Eupbrates and the Nile, marched his vic- 
torious Army into Jages and advanced to the 

| Ck Capita) 


"Ty 3 
Capital, he took the City of Jeruſalem and 
carried away Captive Jehoiakim, and the large 
and valuable gold veſſels, the richeſt ornaments 
of the Temple. The King remained long a State= 
Priſoner in Babylon, but at length the haughty 
Monarch condeſcended to accept a large yearly 


tribute, and reſtored the Crown and Kingdom to . 
| Jehoiakim. | 


The Hiſtory *informs us, baniſhment 2nd im-. 
priſonment, wrought no happy change in the dif- 
poſition of this very weak and moſt abandoned 
. Prince, immediately on his return to Jeralalem, 
he reſumed all his former vicious habits, his difſo- 
lateneſs and implety, although they kad been 
the ſad ſources, of all his former ſufferings and 
Captivity ; Jeremiah the Prophet was again ſent 
' to admoniſh him, and very ftrikingly told him, 
that fince he was deaf to reproof, and threatenings 
and warnings were of no avail, the King of Baby- 
lon would return with his Army againit Judah, 
| again beſiege . Jeruſalem, and carry away both 
King and People, they ſhould be all led Captive 
to Babylon, and remain in bondage ſeventy years, 
after which they ſhould be no more a Monarchy, 
thei lands ſhould be deſolate. 


- During ized years, _ Tehoiakim. continued 
regularly to pay his tnibute, and acknowledge 
: b1s 
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his ſubje&ion to Babylon, 'at that time he grew 
remiſs, and' three whole years had paſſed, wherein 
he had paid none, upon which, a war commenced 
between the two Nations, and during theſe hoſti- 
Hities, Jeremiah ' was commanded to write down, 
on aroll of parchment, all his prophecies and 
 threatenings concerning Judah, and to cauſe them 
_ do be read publickly, before all the People who | 
were aſſembled on a high and ſolemn feſtival, then 
kept in the Temple; that the People ſeeing and 
| hearing the many judgments denounced by God 
againſt them, might repent and be forgiven. The 
| Prophet was at that time ſhut up in Priſon, but 
he direfted Baruc, his Scribe, to write down 
from his mouth, the tenor and very words of the 
threatenings he had foretold, and audibly to read 
them before all the aſſembly ; the ſcrole was firſt 
| Tread in the High-Prieſt's apartment, then again 
in the Secretaries Office, in preſence of the No- 
bles and Princes; Baruc was commanded ta 
withdraw until the King's pleaſure ſhould be 
known reſpe&ing the ſcrole. Jeboiakim ordered 
it to be brought to the Palacz, and while they 
were reading, the King grew, warm and angry at 
the denunciations and Judgments threatened him, 
| he haſtily ſnatched the ſcrole out of his hand, cut 
it to pieces, and threw it into the fire. 


The' 


Tt" 
The Prophet was ordered again to write down 
the. words of the ſame Judgments and threats, 
with this addition, that Jehoiakim ſhould have 


none to fit upon the Thrane of David, the dead 
body of Jehoiakim [ ſhould be caſt out, in the day- 


time be expoſed to. the heat, in the night to the 
froſt, and that God would affuredly bring upon 


Judah all the evils denounced againſt them. 


It was ſoon after the finiſhing of this ſecond 
fcrole, N ebuchadnezzar having conquered Egypt, 
marched an Army of Syrians, Chaldzans, Ame 


monites and Moabites into Judza, to inforce 


his authority and puniſh their revolt, under the 
banner of ſo puiſſant and viQtorious a Monarch, 
theſe Nations all in ſubjettion and his tributaries 
readily enliſted, ravaging and laying waſte the 


whole Kingdom, and they led away captive a. 


vaſt number of Jews, murdered their Prince and 
dragged his dead carcaſe ignominiouſly through 


the City and beyond its gates, and there left it Une 


buried, according to the prediftion of the Pro« 


phet Jeremiab. 


Jehoiakim had reigned eleven years In | Jerue 
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AUS young Prince, Son of jehoiakins; is 
alſo called by the name of Jeconiah, hs 


| was eighteen years of age, when he alcended the 


Throne of Judah, in the year of the World; 


_ three thouſand four hundred and ſeven ;and five 


hundred and ninety-ſeven years before Chriſt: 


At a very early period, Jehoiachin was diſtin= 
guiſhed for his impiety, and he began his reign 
with the moſt abandoned vices of his Anceſtors, 
ſhort indeed was his trial and career, but wicked 
and baſe he pratiſed, during that ſhort time, all 


the abominations of his Father. 


At the end of three months, Nebuchadnezzar, 


King of Babylon, marched a formidable Army 


.itito Juckea, and appraarnes Jeruſalem, In the 


ww 
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the Officers of his Court, came out in a body, 
ſurrendered themſelves up, paid him homage. as 


was inexorable, the Jewiſh King, his Wives, his 


and afterwards led away Captives to TOIgs 


The Temple, Palaces, Treaſury and” City, 
were all plundered of every valuable, and Ne=- 


Soldiers diſtinguiſhed for their bravery, and one 
thouſand craftſmen and ſmiths, among the Cap- 
tives, Ezekiel the Prophet, and Mordecai Uncle 
to Queen Efther, were now led away to bondage, 

Before he left Jeruſalem, Nebuchadnezzar 
placed Mattaniah, Joſiah's third Son, and Uncle 


E: | yearly tridute to Babyion. 


Mattaniah was dd to take upon him 
the name of Zedekiah. The Conquerors of the 
FEaft Sp—_ a name, as a token of ſubjeQtion, 


moſt humble and. ſubmiſſive manner, by the ads 
vice of the Prophet Jeremiah, the young Prince 
with 'his Wives and his Mother, his Nobles and 


his vaſſals, and ſued for mercy, Nebuchadnezzar 


Mother, his whole Court were made Priſoners, 
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buchadnezzar carried off ſeven thouſand valiant | 


to Jehoiackin, on the Jewiſh Throne, upon his 
taking the oath of allegiance and fidelity, but 
he firſt ſelefted out his- hoſtages, and ſettled the 
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on Princes they had honoured with their Patro- 


NS 


The Seventy. years Captivity of the Cabot in 
SI; 1s dated rom this period. 


Jehaleekin, and his Mother, both of FIPR 
died in Rabylon, but the King had been ſeven 
and thirty years a. State Priſoner; 1n the laſt year 
of his_ life, ſoon after Evil-Merodach came to : 
the ' Crown, and ſucceeded Nebuchadnezzar his 
Father, this Prince ſent to. the Priſon, and ad- 


mitted the Jewiſh King to an apartment in the 


Palace, ordered the Enſign's of Royalty to be © 


reitored him, appointed him a table, and an allow- 


ance to all his family, 


a 


ZEDEKIAH, 


% 


AT the age of twenty-one, the youngeſt Son 

| of King Joſiah, and Uncle to Jehoiachin, 
was crowned at Jeruſalew, King of Judah, and he 
aſſumed the name of Zedekiah, 


In the year of the World, three thouſand four 
hundred and ſeven; and five hundred and nincty- 
ſeven years before the birth of our Saviour. 


"The reign of this young Prince, was not re- 
markable for its impiety, but it was fignally &if- 
tinguilhed by many diftreſſes almoſt too patuful tO 
relate, family, perſonal, and national, 


Teak, Gon ſome years, regularly paid his 


yearly tribu:c two Babylon. His aeighbours the 


Ammonites, Moab, Edom, Tyre and Sidon 
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were at this time, all under ſubjeQion, anditris: 


butary to Nebuchadnezzar, the Aﬀyrian Mo- 
narch, now at the height of all his glory. Each 
of theſe ſtates, 'and Kingdoms, had forwarded 


Ambaſſadors to Jernſalem- congratulating Zede- 
| kiah on his acceſhon and ſettlement on the Throne 
of Judah, but they every one of them, at . the 


ſame time, ſecretly propoſed to him, a union with 
them, 'in'a "confederacy and revolt, all of them 


were eager and ambitious to ſhake off a depen- 


dance ſo burthenſome and diſgraceful, 


| Their propoſals, were. highly flattering and 


_ pleaſing to this young Prince, and he eargerly 


liſtened to them, but the Prophet Jeremiah, was 
well aware of their fallacy and danger, and he 


- previouſly ſent to the ſeveral Ambaſladors a 


chain and a yoke, deſiring them, to carry them 
home, each one to his own Court, The Prophet 


not contenting himſelf with fo ſtriking an emblem 
_ and reproof, in the name of God, gravely and 


with earneſt warmth reaſoned with them, recom-. 


. mending a patient {nbmiſſion, leaſt a much hea- 


vier yoke ſhould be lain upon them all. 


Zedeiiah, deceived by his Council and N obles, 


liſtened to his flatterers, ' aad he took encou- 
ragement from the prediftions of his falſe. Pro- 
phets, unvittingly expeiing the bleſſings they 


foretold 


"0" ) 


Foretold. Nothing was heard, but one perpetual | 
cry /of victory and. deliverance from morning 
until night. - The Prophet | Jeremy, with zeal 
and great concern, ſtrenuoully contradifted 


them, -He expreſsly foretold the impending ruin | 


of the City, and deſolation of the Country, and 
kept writing many letters himſelf to his friends 
and acquaintance already Captives in Babylon, 


whenever meſſengers were ſent thither with the. 
yearly tribute money, deſiring they would not 
flatter themſelves with the expeftation of liberty 


or deliverance before ſeventy years were expired. 
'Theſe tuffering Captives, diſtreſſed at what the 


Prophet told tizem, and in ſad deſpondency, wrote 
back angry letters to Jeruſalem, praying to have 


Jeremiah apprehended, and puniſhed, for utter: 


ing (as they ſuppoſed) the dictates of the King 
of Babylon, and not thole of the God of 


Ifrael, Jeremiah's enemies, and miſtaken 
friends at length prevailed, the Prophet was ap- 
prehended and caſt into Priſon. The falſe Pro- 
phets, whoſe favourable preditions had ſo flat- 


tered and infatuated Zedekiah, all exulted and 
rejoiced, at this event, and now acquiring more 


influence, they perſuaded the King to ſhake off 
the Babyloniſh yoke, but the enterprize and very 
_ raſh attempt haſtened on the deitruttion . of the 
'T wiſe, be City, and the Empire, 
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= '- As Toon as Nebuchadnezzar heard of Zede- 
3 kiah's revolt, and that he had broke his oath of 
Fidelity, he began building-Forts at convenient 
diſtances, and garriſoned them, in order to pre- 
vent proviſion, and all ſupplies whatever being 
\ brought to Jeruſalem, and in the ninth year of 
the reign of Zedekiah, the Afſyrian Monarch 
| marched a formidable Army into. Judza and laid 
E fiege to the Capital, the King had neither time 
nor even the power of contriving and providing 
for his own ſafety or his Peoples, bumbled and 
| | -- fore alarmed, Zedekiah now faw his error, but 
it was too late; the King applied'in right earneſt 
to the Prophet, and ſent for him out of prifon, 
Jeremiah expreſsly told him, both City and Tem- 
ple would be utterly deſtroyed, the King himlelf, 
his Nobles and all his Subjetts would ao CAr- 
ried away Captive to Babylon. 
At this time Pharoah-Hophra, King of FRY 
headed a powerful Army and breught them againſt 
the befiegers, Nebuchadnezzar boldly led his + 
Army back and met the Egyptians, abloody -battle WR 
pp was fought, and a complete vittory obtained by 
| | Aﬀyria. Nebuchadnezzar, with his highly ſpi- 
rited Troops, in the hour of triumph, returned 


betore Jeruſalem and vigorouſly renewed. the 
attack. 
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Zedekiah, had been earneſtly imploring the 


prayers and interceſſion of - the Prophet, during 
| the abſence of the Enemy, in behalf of himſelf 
and his People, but the only anſwer he could. 


obtain was, the Chaldees would certainly return, 


Pharoah-Hophra, aid the Egyptians, would all 
| be driven back, Jucan wou'd be left to the 


mercy cf the King of Babylon. 


The City had beld out two years and a half, at 


which time the People were almoſt ftarved. By 
the battering rams and the vigorous efforts of the 
Chaldees, a breach in the wall was now made, 
and the Enemy kept pouring into the City in 


great numbers; while ail this was taking place in 


one part, many of the foldiery and inhabitants 


fled, by way of a gate leading to the King's 
garden, and eſcaped to the plains. Jeremiah 


_ frenuouſly urged the King to ſurrender himſelf, 
| but he was all deſpair, and determined to attempt 


to fly away, and if poſſible elude the Enemy. 
For this purpoſe he ſtole out, at dead of night, 


with a few Nobles and only his Body-Guard; the 


Chaldzans ever on the watch, ſoon ſpied him 


out, and diſpatched a party which overtook him. 


Zedekiah, his Nobles and Guard, were all made 


Priloners, and led to the Afſyrian Camp, from 
thence they were carried to Riblah, and uſhered ' 


into | the Royal Preſence, Nebuchadnezzar 


N 
SaDooe wn. 
Dos TAC -AWMALES Los oe WINS RP 


had | 


| 
| 
-Þ 
'Y 
4 
i 
"I 
'Þ 


Oy rar nng. n—_ a a 
_ 9s TAR con” 


_— Las 200 


S 480 ) 


had here fixed his head-quarters, a convenient 
fituation, from whence he couid watch his own 
territories, and ſupply bis Army with freſh re- 
cruits and proviſion, 


The Afyrian Tyrant, ſavage and furious, here 


| glutted his revenge moſt barbarouſly, he ſum- 
 moned a council, brought on the trial of Zede- 


kiah, convicted him of treachery and rebellion, 
and inſtantly paſſed ſenteace. Zedekiah's chil- 


_ dren were now, one by one, led into Court and 


butchered before his {ace, immedi: ately. after, 
the Father's eyes were both ſtruck out, indelibiy 
to fix for ever on his mind, the laſt ſad vght of all 
his life. This bloody, and moſt horrid ceed, fell 
out in the eleventh year of his Reign, Zedekiah 
now blind and laden with heavy chains of braſs, 


was ignominiouſly led away to Babylon, to grace | 
the triumph of the Babyloniſh Monarch, after 


which he ended his days there, a State-Priſoner, 


and in a dungeon. Thus Nebuchadnezzar found 


the means of reconciling the prediftions of two 
Prophets, Jeremiah and Ezekiel, both of them 
foretold Zedekiah's captivity and death in Baby- 
lon, this Prince was carried to Babylon and he 
died there, but he never ſaw the City, and Jere- 
miah had propheſied be never ſhould. 
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"Aﬀet a cloſe fiege, of more than two years, ; 


& numerous and powerful Army without, Famine 
and Peſtilence within, the Chaldees took Jeruſa- 
lem by ſtorm on the twenity-ſeventh day of Tuly, 


in the year of the World, three thouſand four 


| hundred and eighteen. They plundered the 
Temple and the royal Palaces, the Treaſury, 
Publick buildings, and houſes of the Nobles, feiz- 
idg all the valuables, coſtly furniture, and the 
richeſt ſpoils. All the Gold, Silver, and Porta- 


bles, with what were left of the utenſils and mag- 
nificent Veſſels (which they cut off from their 


ſtands) and now they pulled down the braſs Pil- 


lars and fea of braſs (fo immenſe, they were 


faid to be, without weight) and they ſtript them 
all off from the Temple and ſent them to Ba- 
bylon ; the Chaldzan Army, praftiſed the moſt 
_ wanton cruelty, ravagirng and GENTOTng. all they 
could not carry away. 


Some months after, Nebuzar-adon a Chaldee | 
General, by orders from his Court, ſet fire to 
the whole City, and to this ſuperb and moſt mag-_ 


nificent ſtructure the Temple, after 1t had ſtood 
four hundred and kfty years, the Ornament and 
glory of the world. Having effetted this total 
deitruttion of the City they demoliſhed the 
Walls, Towers, Fortreſſes and Fortifications, 
Ver. 1. Rre and 
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and the inhabitants as many as yet ſurvived, were 


all driven away captives to Babylon. J 


Foreſeeing this ſad event, in the ſpirit of Pro- 
phely, Jerennah pathetically foretold this mourn=- 


ful journey of the Iſrachites leading away to Ba- 
bylon, 


« A voice was heard 1n Ramah, kamentation 


*« and bitter weeping—Rachel weeping for her 


« children and refuſing to be comforted.” Ra» 
chel, Jacobs beloved Wife, was buried between 
Ramah and Bethlehem, and the Iſraclites paſſed 
by her tomb, in their way from Jeruſalem to 
Babylon. The Prophet poctically calls her 
from the Manſtons of the dead, (the afflitted 
Mother of both Tribes) to bewzil the direc and 
fad cataſtrophe-—Sons, and Daugkiers, led away 
to bondage. 


The advantageous  fituation of Jeruſalem, on 
a high eminence, the amazing itrength and 
height of its walls and bulwarks, the valour and 


martial prowels of its warlike inhabitants had long 
protratted the fiege. Nebuchadnezzar began 
with blocking it up with lines of circumvallation, 


and contravallation, to prevent all acceſs of 


- proviſion and ſupplies, intending to ſtarve them 


and compel them to ſurrender, and he was hereby 
avoiding 
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(433). 
avoiding all fallies from the beſieged, which 
might annoy his Army ; but in high. ſpirits, after 
his victory over Pharoah- Hophra, immediately 


on his return, he erected Towers, from the top 


of which, he could affault the Guards poſted on 


the walls. The beſieged, on their part, raiſed 


oppoſite edifices, by way of defence from the 
battering rams and other engines of the Enemy. 


Nebuchadnezzar vigorouſly employed every 


warlike art, and maneuvre, to open a breach for 


his brave ſoldiers, his horſes and chariots to 
enter, at laſt his efforts proved ſucceſsful, and 


he took by ſtorm, this almoſt impregnable For- 


treſs and ſtrong Hold of Zion, this glorious and 
Once ſo highly favoured Jeruſalem. 


Thus moſt unhappily ended the Jewiſh Monar- 


_ chy, efter it had ſtood four hundred and eighty- 
eight years from the acceſſion of David, and 


three hundred and eighty-eight years from the 
revolt of the ten Tribes and ſubſequent diviſion 


of the Empire, and one hundred and thirty four 
years after the Tirachtiſh common-wealth, con-. 


vſting of the ten revolting Tribes, had ended in 
their diſperſion and captivity, 


To this /period the Kingdom of Judah had 
deſcended uninterruptedly in the line of David. 
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I N the year of the World, three thouſand 
twenty-leven; and nine hundred ſeventy= 
ſeven years before the birth of our Saviour, 
Jeroboam Son of Nebat, an intrepid, and highly 
ſpirited Youth of the tribe of Ephraim, acquired 
a popularity, and was elefted by the yoice of 
the people, King over Iſrael. 


had been employed as Over-ſeer over his own 
"Tribe, and over the tribe of Manaſſeh. Abijak 
the Prophet had revealed to him, that on the 


Ba Wes 


ſor, and that he himſelf was the perſon God: 
had appointed to reign over them, 


3927. 'In the Reign of Rehoboam King of Judah. 


At the ad of Solomon, Jeroboam 


death of the reigning Monarch, ten of the. 
twelve Tribes would be rent from his Succeſ- 
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It was very -uſual for the Prophets tO Cx. 


_emplify their Meffages by 'a@tion, Ahijah the 


Skilonite met Jeroboam, as they two were crofling 
a field alone, the young Officer was clad in 


a new garment, and Ahijah caught hold of 


the coat and rent it in twelve pieces, and he 


Taid to Jeroboam, take ye ten pieces, for thus 


faith the Lord, the God of Iſrael, behold ] 
will rend the Kingdom out of the hand of 


| Solomon, and will give ten tribes to thee. 


On ſach intelligence -Jeroboam's ambition 


inſtantly took fire, he grew thoughtful and elated 
with bis new expettations and dignity, 


Whether Solomon ſuſpeted his difloyalty or 


. had been informed of the Propheſy, Jeroboam 
thought it prudent to retire into Fgypt to avoid 


all ſuſpicion, and the diſpleaſure and reſentment 


oof the King, but immediately upon the death 
of Solomon, Jeroboam returned to be in readi- 
_ nefs, and watch the firſt fayourable opportunity of 


gratifying an ambition, the. Praphet Abyah had 
ſo wonderfully excited. 

The haughty vanity and thoughtleſs weekueſs 
of Rehoboam (Solomon's Son) gave him a very 


ipeedy and ſucceſsful one, 


A Fadtion 


(+ )» 


+ A- FaRtion was ſuddenly formed ati heade& 
by Jeroboam, a petition from the. People car 
ried. up by him fora redreſs of their griey ances, 


was.imprudently and with haughty infolence re« 
jetted, a revolt inſtantly enſued — Rehoboams 


eſcaped for his life, flew away, mounted his 
chariot, and drove full fpecd to: his Capital for 
ſafety, Adoram, his officer of revenue, the: ve= 


nerable-old Steward: both of David and Solomon: 
was murdered. on the ſpot, and now: ten. of the 
twelve Tribes with ſpirit and intrepidity cried 


out aloud, © To your Tents! To your Tents! O* 
« tſrael.” Sounding inſtantly the trumpets: they 
proclaimed: Jeroboam King over L{rae}. 


The firſt thoughts of this young Monarch were 
very naturallyand affiduouſly employed: in arrang- 
ing and eſtabliſhing his new-gotten Kingdom ; 


the better to defend and ſecure it, he repaired to: 
the boundaries. and frontiers, fortified them, 
| built barracks and ſtationed a guard; he next 
Tebuilt and fortified Sechem and Penuel, making 


them royal Cities, the former he made his place 


of refidence, where he ſettled'his houſehold, and 


always kept his Court. 


What perplexed Jonbanene; moſt of all- was, 
that the Iſraelites of every Tribe, had made it a 
conſtant rule to go up publickly to worſhip God, 


In 
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It was very -uſual for the Prophets to cx. 


emplity their Meffages by attion, Ahijah the 


Skilonite met Jeroboam, as they two were crofling 
a field alone, the young Officer was clad in 
a new garment, and Ahijah caught hold of 
the coat and rent it in twelve pieces, and he 


faid to Jeroboam, take ye ten pieces, for thus 


faith the Lord, the God of Iſrael, behold ] 
will rend the Kingdom out of the hand of 
Solomon, and will give ten tribes to thee. 


On ſuch intelligence Jeroboam's ambition 
inſtantly took fire, he grew thoughtful and elated 


_ with his new expettations and dignity, 


Whether Solomon ſuſpeaed his diſloyalty or 


had been informed of the Propheſy, Jeroboam 


thought it prudent to retire into Fgypt to avoid 


all ſuſpicion, and the diſpleaſure and reſentment 
of the King, but immediately upon the death 


of Solomon, Jeroboam returned to be in readi- 


neſs, and watch the firſt favourable opportunity of 


gratifying an ambition, the. Praphet Ahijjah had 
ſo wonderfully excited, 

The haughty vanity and thoughtleſs weakneſs 
of Rehoboam (Solomon's Son) gave bim a very 
uy and ſucceſsful one, 


AF ation 
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A Faftion was ſuddealy formed and headed | b 
by Jeroboam, a petition from the People car- * 
ried up by him for a redreſs of their grieyances, li, 
was .imprudently and with haughty infolence re- "gs 
jefted, a revolt inſtanily enſued — Rehoboam ' 
elcaped for his life, flew away, mounted his "4 
chariot, and drove fuil fpecd to: his Capital for 3 
ſafety, Adoram, his officer of revenue, the ve- * 

_ nerable old Steward: both of David and Solomon i 
was murdered. on the ſpot, and now ten of the Þ 
twelve Tribes with ſpirit and intrepidity cried i 
out aloud, © To your Tents ! To your Tents! O* G 
* Iſrael.” Sounding inſtantly the trumpets they hl. 
proclaimed Jeroboam King over Iſrael. | 
The firſt thoughts of this young Monarch were 'N F 
very naturallyand afftiduouſly employed in arrang= x 
ing and eſtabliſhing his new-gotten Kingdom ; | 


the better to defend and ſecure it, he repaired to 

the boundaries . and frontiers, fortified them, 
S built barracks and ſtationed a guard ; he next 
9 rebuilt and fortified Sechem and Penuel, making 
BE them royal Cities, the former he made his placs- 
of reſidence, where he ſettled his houſehold, and 
4 kept his Court. 
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What ad Jeroboam, moſt of all was, 
that the Iſraelites of every Tribe, had made it a 
conſtant rule to go up publickly to worſhip God, 
In 


| 
| ; 
| 
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in the Temple at Jeruſalem, three times every 


ſeeing the ſplendour of the City, the Temple 


and the Prieſts, his ſubjeQs might avail them- 
ſelves of- the opportunity, aud reconcile their 
differences with their Brethren, Jeroboam im- 


Piouſly and ungratefully reſolved to ſacrifice re- 
ligion, to his falſe ideas of ſafety, and he cauſed 
to be made two molten images in the figure of 


golden calves, ſuch as he had ſeen worſhipped in 
Egypt, and he ſaid, © Behold thy Gods O* 
© Ifrael.,” Jeroboam cauſed them to be ſet up, 
at the two extremities of his Kingdom, the 
the Northern and the Southern, the one at Dan, 


and the other at Bethel, and he iſſued out a pro- 


clamation commanding all his People to worſhip 
God at Dan and Bethel, and prohibited them, 
henceforward, under a ſevere penalty, even 


going up to worſhip at Jeruſalem, 


_ From this fatal error "aroſe all the misfortunes 


of this Prince's Reign, and Iſraels woe and dif- 
trefſes—God had graciouſly given him a King- 
dom, and direted him to a line of virtue and 
duty, annexing a promiſe of prote&tion and 
favour to the obſervance and performance of it— 


Jeroboam had witneſſed Idol worſhip in Egypt, 


and he choſe to prefer his own weak policy, and. 


fooliſh 


Year. The King was fearful leſt at theſe ſeaſons 


% 
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fooliſh imaginations, to a grateful dependence ol 
God, anda reliance on his promiles., 


To wean his People more effetually from 
their uſual mode and cuſtoms, Jeroboam et 
about building new Temples for. Worſhip and 
 £ltars on all the high places; and he (in confor- 
mity to the feaſts in ſudah) on the fifteenth day 
of the month, aſſembled all Iſrael proclaiming a 
high feſtival, a ceremonious and ſolemn dedica- 
tion of theſe new Gods, their Temples, and their 
Altars, | 


A Prophet was expreſsly fent on this occaſion, 


and he denounced a heavy Judgment on both. 


idols and Temples and their Altars, by a ſubſe- 
quent King of Judab, whom he now prophefied 
v1 by name, three bundred years before his 
birth; and the ſtronger to impreſs on their minds, 
| his remonſtrance and highly awful prediQion, 
and affure them of the truth of his prophecy, the 


Prophet performed a fignal miracle before all the 


People who were now met for publick worſhip. 
The Prophet placed himſelf by the fide of the 


Altar, and he bade the People liſten to a loud 
crack in the ſubſtance of it, and they would ſee 
the cinders run out at the rent; Jeroboam (in a 


Priefity habit pompouſly arrayed on this occa- 
A0n) Rood near the Altar, intending himſcif to 
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offer up incenſe upon it—enraged at the freedom 


of the Prophet, and at the interruption to 


the ſervice, he ſtretched out his. band to have 
him apprehended—crying out—Lay hold on bim?. 
the King s hand and arm withered and dried up 


in an inftant, ſo that he had no power to pull it 


back. 


Jeroboam ſenſible of his impiety, aſtoniſhed 


and alarmed, he ſubmiſlively implored the afhil- 
tance of the Prophet, © God hath manifeſted 


* himielf to be thy God and friend, he will 
© hear thy prayers though He will not regard 
« mine,” and the Prophet to convince Jero- 


*« boam, he wiſhed his reformation, and not his 


* ruin, earneſtly prayed to God, and the hand 
*« and arm were reſtored to him again. 


The Altar was violently rent, the aſhes kept 
pouring out, and the Prophet ſaid, © O” Altar ! 


Altar! a child of the houſe of David, Joſiah by 


name, behold he ſhall offer the Prieſts of the 
high places, even them that burn incenſe on thee, 


and mens bones ſhall be burnt upon thee. Jero- 


boam (though he could forget the author of his 


mercy, yet he would ambitiouſly have honoured 
the inſtrument) and he invited the Prophet home 


with him to dinner, and would fain have reward- 


ed him for his cure, but the Prophet ſaid to the 
King, if thou wouldelt give me half thy houſe, 


yet 


( 2491 )) 

yet will T not go in with thee, neither will I drink” 
water, or eat bread in this place, - for ſo the 
Lord commanded me, and forbad me even to 
return by the ſame way that I came, and be again 
a witneſs of ſuch impiety and abominations. 


This very extraordinary warning, ſo awfully 
1unprefled, wrought no change whatever on the 
conduQt of Jeroboam, he prattiled the fame 
breach of duty, continued his Idolatrous worſhip, 
iſſued out freſh orders commanding all 1ſrael to 
repair to Dan and Bethel, and there worſhip God, 
whom he had idolatrouſly repreſented under the 
 fimilitude of a golden calf, and in each of theſe 
Cities had impiouſly ſet up. 
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Some Ge after this, the young Prince Jero- 
boam's eldeſt Son was fick, his Father in deep 
diſtreſs, privately ſent his wife in diſguiſe to Ahi- 
Jah the Prophet, who dwelt at Shiloh, behold, 
(ſays he) it was he, that told me, I ſhould be 
King over Iſrael, take with thee ten loaves, 
cracknels, and a crule of honey, (a ſuitable PIC 
ſent for a perſon in low life) and he ſhall tell thee 
what ſhall become of my child. The Prophet 
was quite blind, and now grown very old, he 
was informed of her coming, and of her difguitc, 
immediately the Prophet knew the Oucen, and 
he ſaid, as ſhe entered the door, come in thow 
S $82. | wife 
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wiſe of  Teroboam, why feigneſt thou thyielt to 


be another? I have heavy 1idings to tell thee : 


Go tell, Jeroboam thus faith ime Lord, I exalted 


thee, and made thee Prince over Iſrael; I rent 
the Kingdom from the boule of David, and gave 
it to thee: But thou haſt done evil, made thec 
other, Gods even molten images, and caſt mc 
behind thy back: Behold 1 will bring evil on 
the houſe of Jeroboam, him that dota of jero- 
boam in the City, ſhall the dogs eai, and hin 
that dieth in the field, ſhall the fowis of the an 


. eat, all ſhall he unburied, and his poſterity be 


utterly caſt off, The Queen went fſforrowtully 
home, and when ſhe came to the threſhhold of 
the Palace, Abijam the young Prince her Sor: 
died, and orders for a general mourning were 


Inſtantly iſſued ovt. 


The Hiſtory informs vs, that nexiber the deail: 
of this amiable youth (fo kindly taken. from 


amidſt the calamities of his Couniry) nor the 


awſul meſſage ſent by the Prophet foretelling the 
Jad deſtruftion of himſelf, and his whole Family, 
had any effe& in reclaiming this idolatrous, very 
obſtinate, and moſt abandoned Prince. 


 Rehoboam, King of Judah, was now dead, 


and Abjjam his Son, bad aſcended the throne of 


bis Father, He was a ſpirited young Prince, 
fond 
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fond of glory and martial honours, at the head of 


 « powerful Army he marched to Mount Zemo- 


raim, and encamped on the borders of Ephraim; 


| Jeroboam advanced with a much more NUMErous 


Army, and he here met his rival. The youthful 


monarch, in 21 animated ſpeech accoſted the 


Troops of Teroboam, and upbraided them for a 
ſeparation and revolt fo unnatural and unbrother- 
ly. Jeroboam an experienced officer, availed 
himielt of the moment, and of what the young. 
Prince was about, he killed off one body of men 
after another, placing them all round the hill, 
and commanded them to fall fiercely on Abijam's 

Army in the rear, and he himſelf would at the 

{ame time attack him in front, Notwithſtanding 
this highly artful and ſpirited piece of General. 
ſhip, Abijam ordered the trumpets to found, a 
general ſhout throughout all the Army and they 
gallantly fought their way through all the Troops 
of Iſrael, and ſo immenſe was the ſlaughter, they _ 
put to the ſword five hundred thouſand Iſraelites. 

Abijam purſued his victory, took the City of 
Bethel, and fo haraſſed and weakened Jeroboam, 


he never had afterwards courage, or power to 
: oppoſe Abyam. 


% 
*% 


Jeroboam did not very long ſarvive his dif- 


grace, aſter a reign of two ,and twenty years he 


died and was ſucceeded by his Son, 
TOE ; NADAB, 


_ 


T HIS young Prince Son of Jeroboam 

_ was proclaimed King of Iſrael, the 
year of the World, three thouſand a PA 
nine ; and nine hundred and hfty-fix years be. 
fore Chriſt, and in the ſecond. year of the 


reign of Aſa King of Judah. 


Nadab was an Jdolatrous Prince and inherited 
all the vices of his Father. His reign was 
only between one and .two years, Nadab was 
then murdered at the fiege of Gibbethon (a 
fortreſs belonging to the Philiſtines) by Baaſha 
of the tribe of Iflachar. 


Baaſha ſeized upon the Crown and Kingdom, 
and the very firſt A& of his authority was, 
to put to death all the race and kindred of 
| Jeroboam, and thus the PrediQtion of the Pro- 
phet EO. was he fulfilled, 


04 . | Y 


4 Prince uſurped the Crown of Iſrael in 
the year of the World, three thouſand and 


fifty, and nine hundred and fifty-four years be- 
fore Chriſt ; and in We 1 third year or Afa King of 
Judah. 


Baaſha was the Son of Ahijah of the tribe of 
Ifſachar. An Idolatrous, and wicked Prince and 


he maintained an almoſt uninterrupted war with 


the Bijnggom of Judah, 


Baaſha witnefled with an envious Eye, Aſa's 
high proſperity and honours, and in order to 


watch him and ſeize every advantage over Judah, 


Baaſha took Ramah and very buhly employed 
himſelf in bui'ding Towers and PFortifications. 
Aſa was at that time fick, and in his firlt alarm, he 


3050, Afa King of Judah, 
| ſent 
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ſent,an-Embaſſy and very valuable piſts, even all 
the gold and filver in his Treaſury, to Benbadad, 
King of Syria, There was a league, a national 
alliance then ſubſiſting between the Kingdoms of 
Syria and Iſrae]}, but Benhadad accepted notwith.. 
| fandingoft he King of Judah's preſent, and for.. 
warded an Army from Damaſcus, to the northern. 
part of the Kingdom of Iſrael and ſeized upon the 
Town of ljon, and two Cities in Naphthali, and 
ſome others which lay neareſt to his Capital, and 
were moſt remote from-Ramah, where Baaſha was 
erecting his fortifications. Baaſha was therefore 
_ under the neceflity of leaving off, in order'to 
come and defend his own RANG, and drive 
-out the Syrians, 


In the latter end of the reign of Baaſha, Jehu, 
| a Son of the Prophet Hanani, was ſent to him, 
and God commanded him ta tell Baaſha, that as 
he had choſe to imitate the vices and impiety of 
his predeceſſors, he ſhould alſo partake of their 
puniſhment, © For .as'much as 1' exalted the® 
.* out of the duſt, and made thee Prince over my 
* People, and thou chulcit to walk 1n the way 
« of Jeroboam; behold I will take away the pol- 
* terity of Baaſha, him that dieth of Baaſha in 
« the City, dogs ſhall cat, and him that dieth ot 
5 his in the hields, the fowls of the air.” Thus 

ingloriouſly ſhould Baaſha-and all his Family be 
'* Cut 


( 497 ) © : 


= 
cut of from Ifrael, It was ſoon after this viſit of 


Jehu, and the delivery of his very awful meſſage, 
that Baaſha died, but he had reigned over 
Iſrael four and twenty Years. 


Baafha was ſucceeded in his Fivggom, by TY 
Son Elan, 


o 


two years before the birth of our Saviour, in 
the twenty-lixth year of the F raigh of Ala King of 
Judah. 

Elah a debauched FN idolatrous youth, very 
| Hoon experienced the ſad prediQion of ]ehu, the 


\ 3972, Ala Ling. of f Judah, Son 


TIS young Prince aſcended the Throne gf 
| Iſrael in the year of the World, three thou- 
fand and ſeventy-two; and nine hundred and thirty- 


/ 


LY 
Son of Hanani, verified ; for he was 'only in 
the ſecond year of his reign, when Zimri one 
pf his own Generals, who commanded over his 
- Chariots during the fiege at Gibbethon, a fortreſs 
of the Philiſtines, aſſaſſinated Elah, as he was 
 Htting in the tent of the high ſteward of his houſe- 
hold, feaſting and carouſing with his Nobles at 


- a time that his Army were all i in martial exerciſe 


and reviewing 1n the field. 


"0 


_ Zimri ſeized the Crown of Iſrae], and he put 


to death all the whole family of Baaſha, even 
his moſt diſtant Relations, and all his Confidents 


and familiar acquaintance, every one he thought 


likely to oppofe his. ſettlement on the throne, 


or avenge the quarrel or the death of their 


friends, 
| 
3073. OE 
K ZIMRI 
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HIS Prince was proclaimed in Sechem 

King of Ifſpael in the year of the World, 
three thouſand ſeventy-three ; and nine hundred 
and thirty-one Yourn before Chrilt, 


The Reign of Zimri laſted only ſeven days, 
at which time Omri another ' general Officer 


had influence enough to get himſelf elefted 
to the Government. 


| 
: 
j 
| 


O 


| himſelf in his Kingdom, he inſtantly gave or- 


_ 


and the better to ſecure and eſtabliſh 


ders for raiſing the fiege of Gibbethon, and 


marcked at the head of his Troops againſt 
| Zimri, who had ſhut himſelf up in the Palace 


at Tirzah, but before Omri or any of his men 
could procure entrance at the City Gates, 


_ Ziimar1 in his royal Palace ſect fire to. the. whole 
(building, and he: burnt himſzIf, and the Trea- 
Jury and every thing in it to the ground. 


'Thus reſolute and paſſionate, full of anguiſh 
and deſpair, Zimri finiſhed his very ſhort reign 
pf ſeven days and his life. 


A Civil War diftraed the Kingdom ſeveral 


years efter Omri had aſſumed the Government, 
and the People attempted to place Tibmi the 


| Son of Ginath on the throne of Iſrael, Ornri's 
_ party at length plievalled, and his Competitor 


was taken off, 
This 


MRI a FIT Officer was now proclaimed 
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This Prince was impious, and moſt abandoned 


he is ſaid to have outdone all his predeccellors, 
in wickedneſs and idolatry. - 


By Zimri's mad and horrid ſuicide, to prevent 
falling into the hands of his adveriary, the Pa- 


lace of Tirzah was totally burnt to the g-ound, 
Omri purchaſed of Shemer a hill cal 4 Sa= 
maria, for two talents of filver (ſeven Lundred 
pounds) and he employed himſelf very buſily 
during the firſt ſix years of his reign, in building 


_ a City upon it—Ever afterwards Omri made 
it the Capital of his Kingdom. All we read 
| more of this Prince is, that he reigned fix years 


after in Samaria with all the impiety, the hea- 


th-niſh ceremonies, and abominations of his 
_ predeceſlors, At the end of a reign of twelve. 


years, Orari died, and was ſucceeded by Ahab 


his Son. It was propheſfied of Ifrael, ſhe ſhould 
| be as a reed ſhaken in the water, and it is 


obſervable that no leſs than ſeven Kings reigned 
in Iſrael during | the lingle reign of Afa Kingo 
Jude 
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A INE hundred and twenty years before the 

birth of Chriſt ; and 'in the year of the 
World, three thouſand and eighty-four, Ahab, 
| Son of Omri, was crowned in Samaria King of 
Iſrael. In the thirty-eighth year of the Reign of 
 Afﬀa King of Judah. 


This very impious, and moft Idolatrous Prince, 
was almoſt all his reign harafſed by war, and 
bis Kingdom ſorely diſtreſſed by a long continu- 
ed, and very ſevere famine; . the fatal conſe- 3 

| quences and fad reward of his impiety, — -- _ 


After Ahab is tepreſented by his Hiſtorian, 
as obſtinately perſiſting in all the abominations of 
Jeroboam, he pertinently aſks this queſtion, was 
idolatry and baſeneſs like his a light thing that 
therefore he needed to add. to, his impiety more 


3984. 
 abominations 
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abominations ſtill ? But Ahab moſt perverſely did, 


for contrary to the expreſs commands of God, be 


took to Wife Jezebel a heathen Princeſs Daughter 


' pf Ethbaal, King of Sidon, a woman moſt infa-- 
mous for her idolatry, cruelty and ſorcery. The 


ynion proved an uninterrupted ſource of diſtrac- 
tion and bloodſhed. The Queen introduced the 
worſhip of the Gods of Sidon among the Iſfae- 


'lites,- and ſhe ſet up their Idols jn Samaria, even 
_ human ſacrifices were offered up and witchcraft 
and the moſt abominable ceremonies publick- 
ly prattiſed. Of all Iſrae] only ſeven thouſand 
remained who had not bowed the knee to Baal. 
Againſt God's eſpecial prohibition, in open de- 


fiance of hjs laws, Ahab built a Temple to Baal, 


and reared up an Altar for ſacrifice, and he 
made a grove and placed 1dols therein, even 


devils for Nis Peoples worlhip. 


In cold blood Ahab and his murderous Queen 
butchered both Prophets and People, whoſoever 


| dared oppole the worſhip, and cefuſed.| to bow 


gown before the Gods of Sidon, 


barren, and a waſting famine gnfued and had 
000 


The land being mountainous, and long ſuf- 
fering for want of the former and the latter rain, 
| to prepare the earth for tillage, and bring the 
fruits to maturity, it at length became quite 


Ln 1. 

already laſted three years, when the Prophet 
Elijah was ſent and ſhewed himſelf to Obadiah, 
the Governor of the King's houſehold. Obadiah 
was diligently employed himſelf, in ſearching 
_ every where for freſh ſprings to water the little 
cattle which yet remained alive, and Ahab hav- 
ing no one he could truſt, was walking out ano- 


ther way, on the ſelf-ſame errand, they were 


thus as at were dividing the land between them, 


_ peradventure (fays the King) we may find enough 
for the horſes and mules, that we looſe not all. 


the beaſts. Obadiah was a pious' good man, 
and at the hazard of his life, had hid in caves no 


| leſs than a hundred young Prophets, concealing 
them from the furious bigotry of the Queen, 


and he fed them with bread and water every day 


himſelf during the whole time of the famine. 


Upon ſecing the Prophet Elijah, in order to ſhew 
his great reſpett and love to him, Obadiah fell 


on his face, and reſpeAtfully aſked him, art thou 
_ not my Lord Eljah ? and the Prophet anſwered, 


Iam, go tell thy Lord, Elyah is here, Obadiah 
modeſtly heſitated, fearing leſt the Prophet ſhould 
be inſulted and rudely treated :by his . haughty 


maſter, El1jah was reſolute, as the Lord of Hoſts 
bveth, 1 will lurely jſhew myſelf to him to day, 


under his protettion I durit, and will venture to 


come into the preſence of Ahab. After telling - 


him of the King's angry inquiries, Obadiah 
i\Wew- 
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: went out to ſeek Ahab, and when Ahab ſaw 
"Eljjab, he inſolently aſked, art thou he that 


troubleth Iſrael? and the Prophet anſwered, 


 (afting in the name of God) thou and thy houſe 
art the caule, in that ye have forſaken the COM 
mandmerts of God and followed Baalim, 


To convince the King, and with a view to 
reclaim him, Elyah propoſed a fair method, and 
now follows the awful highly inſtruftive trial of 


{kill between the Prophet and the Prieſts of Baal, 
and all Ifrael were aſſembled as {Judges upon 


Mount Carmel. 


Elijah addreſſes the People in a wiſe and zea- 


lous ſpeech, how long halt ye between two opi- 


niohs? if the Lord be God, follow Him, but if Baal 


then follow him, a dead ſilence enſued, the Peo- 


ple knew the drought and famine was a judgment 
from God, and that Baal could not remove : it» 


though ſtaggering in their opinion about Baal 


they dared not diſown him in the preſence of Wer 
SOVETreign. | 
Elijah commanded the Priefts of Baal, to choſe 
one bullock for themſelves, and cut it in pieces, 
and lay it on wood, and put no fire under it 
they were then to call on their Gods. Aﬀeer | 
which he would ſlay another bullock, and lay it 
on an Altar, and put no fire under it, and the 


God that anſwered by fire, He was the true God 
To this mode cf trial the People all agreed, 


Vp. &. Uuu = Ekjah 
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| Elijah dire&ed the Prieſts of Baal to flay their 
ox firſt, and place it over the wood upon the 
grand Altar. The Prophets of Baal and his 
Prieſts moſt earneſtly. prayed and implored, they 
bowed and knelt and vowed, exerting all in vain, 
every art, enchantment and divination, no ſacred 


fire blazed around their ſacrifice, all fervent zeal 
from morning until noon, and then they cut and 


laſhed themſelves with knives and lances (their 


bloody mode of worſhip) Elijah, placid and at. 


caſe, with the wittieſt pleaſantry attempts to 


reaify their notions and falfe ideas of a God, 

Baal illuſtrious in their eyes, a great perſonage of 
uncontroulable power, the Prophet by contraſting 
his limited ſphere, with the exalted ideas of Om- 


niſcience and Omnipotence, repreſents Baal an 
Image impotent and ridiculous; he is ſurely a 


great God, and will not hear, he is buſy, per- 
haps talking, or purſuing, on a journey, or aſleep. 


Elnah's own. proceſs and trial is next related, his 
Altar raiſed, the ox laid acroſs it, and the wood 


underneath, a fire from Heaven alighted inſtantly 
on the Altar blazing and conſuming the ſacri- 


hice, 


All Iſrael fell proſtrate on the ground, reve- 


. rentially worſhipping the ONE only living and 


true God. 


+ 


ON 


<5) | 


Of \ ſuch | devout | homage Elijah inftantly 


" Abaitea himſelf, and he commanded them to put 


to death all the Idolatrous Prieſts of Baal, {no leſs 


than four hundred and fifty) and the People in- 
ſpired by the Prophet, drove them to the Brook 


Kiſhon and they were all drowned or flain. 
Ahab was forely morutfied, but he ſtood by, 


and filently permitted It. 


After this Elijah walked up compoſedle to 
the King, go home (ſays he) to dinner, God wall 


ſhortly fend you rain, ſeeing afterwards Ahab's 
_ delay, he fent him by his ſervant a hurrying 


meſſage, haite—haſte home—you will be wet! the 


King had only time to mount his chariot and 
enter his Palace before a ſudden tempeſt poured 


down rapidly, Elijah reſpeAfully ran before the 
chariot, and entered the City Jezrcel, but to 


_ avoid the angry Queen, he would not go near the 
Palace, Elijah left Samaria, and fled away "y- 
his life. 


The King ela all = had kepacneds at 
Carmel, told the Queen of his difgrace, and of 


his ſufferings, and * (ſays he) the ſhame was open 


and publick, even beforc all my People. Furious 


and Frantic on hearing of the death of all her 
_domeltic Chaplains and her Prieſts, inſpired with 
no refpett for the Prophet's perſon, or his vencr-. 
_ able charaQer, nor for the ſignal ſervices he had | 
Jult done the Country, nor for his God, the 

Queen, 


Uuuszs 
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Oueen voliel the would murder Elijah, and bez 
fore to-morrow's dawn. 
| Ahab had thus attempted his own vindication, 


giving her all the fatisfaCtion in his power, although 
the event had fo paſſionately inflamed this very 
Furious and angry Queen. Thus ended the 


long continued drought and ſore famine in Sa- 


maria, 

This Prince had reigned eighteen years over 
Iſrael when Benhadad, King of Syria, entered Sa- 
maria with a formidable Army, and la1d cloſe fiege 
to his Capital; two and thirty crowned Heads with 
amazing Forces, Horſe-men and chariots enliſted in 


this expedition under the Syrian banner againſt 


Ifrael. Benhadad, glorying in his ſtrength, ſent 


' an inſulting Embaſſy to Ahab, © Thy Silver and 


« thy gold is mine, thy wives, the goodlieſt are 


*© mine, and thy children,” On theſe terms, AC- 
: cepteſt thou peace ? — 


Ahab terrified almoſt to deſpair, anſwered him, 


my Lord O King! I am thine, even all that I 
have, thy vaſſals and tributary, myſelf, wives, 


children and eſtates, I hold them by thy favour 
and with ſuitable acknowledgments. Benhadad 
retracted his offers, and with this haughty threat 
ſent back his meſſengers, to-morrow my ſervants 


Thall ſearch thy houſe, and the houſes of thy 


Nobles, 1 expe not only thy treaſures, I will 


have theirs alſo, my ſervants ſhall have liberty to. 


bring 
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bring away all they defire, on theſe conditions 


grant I thee peace, 


Theſe laſt demands obliged Ahab to call a. 


council of all his Nobles and Elders, ſurely, 


(fays the King) Syria is determined to deſtroy. 


us, the unanimous advice of his Council was by 


no means to comply, hearken not to him, nor 
conſent. Ahab ſent word back, tell my Lord 


the King, to his firſt offers I agree, but to his 


laſt propoſals my People will not ſuffer my aſſent, 
Benhadad replicd, with ſo powerful and nume- 


rous an Army will I make my aſſault, every ſol- 


dier ſhall not have a handful of Samaria to carry 


' OE 
Ahab had a little time to recover his dignity 


and compoſure, he told Benhadad, © Let not 
him, who girdeth on his harneſs, boaſt as him, 


that putteth it off, do not triumph before victory, 
events of war are uncertain.” _ Benhadad was 


carouſing with his Royal Allies in his State Pa- 


 villion, and hearing the meſſage, he commanded 
his officers inſtantly to prepare and make the 
allault; ----- 

_ Itwas juſt at this time a Prophet \ was ſent to 
Ahab with the highly welcome tidings, thus 
ſaith the Lord, haſt thou ſeen this multitude ? 


| behold I will this day deliver it into thy hands. 


Ahab- encouraged, grew inquiſitive, aſked how 


he 
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| them, ſorely unwilling to be again blocked up in 


EE #7 @ os Bo 
he ſhould proceed; and he was anſwered by the 
Prophet. The King purſued the direttions given 


| him, he and his young men and this Army fallied 
_ out at mid-day, while Benhadad was drinking 


himſelf drunk in his Pavillion, he and his two 


and thirty Kings, Benhadad cried out—ſight— 
fight—whether they come out for peace or war 


take them alive; but Ahab, and the young 
men, and about ſeven thouſand which followed 


flew every one his man, the Syrians all fled, and 
Iſrae] purſued, Benhadad himſelf mounted a 
horſe, and fled away full ſpeed with the Horle- 
men. s 


Thus Ahab fought againſt Syria, immenſely 
great and bloody was the ſlaughter. 


The Prophet paid er viſit to the Palace, 


and deſired Ahab to conſider what was fit and 
| Proper to be done by way of defence and ſfecu- 


rity, next year about the ſame ſeafon the 
Syrian Army would return and Invace Samaria. 


Benhadad as the Prophet had foretold num- 


| bered his men of war, and marched them up to 


Aphek, a City in the tribe of Aſher, 
All Ifrael here gathered together to oppoſe 


Samaria, | Ahab formed his little Army into two 
diviſions, 


(gm) 


diviſions, and they ſcemed like two little flocks 


of kids, but the Syrians filled all the Plain, 


Abab was here again inſpirited by the Prophet, 
and he aſſured him, all. the huge multitude, be 


faw, would be delivered into his hands; the Ar- 


mies of Iſracl and Syria, faced one another, 
day after day, for ſeven days, on the ſeventh the 
battle was furiouſly fought, and one hundred 


thouſand Syrians ſlain on the ſpot, the reft were 
put to flight, and they ran to the City of Aphek, 
where the walls fell down: and cruſhed no leſs 
than ſeven and twenty thouſand that were left. 
 Benhadad ſought a refuge for himſelf in Aphek, 
-and bid himſelf in an inner-chamber ; a few of 
his Nobles here held a conference with the King, 
we have heard (ſay they) the Kings of Iſrael are 
' merciful Kings, as a teſtimony of our ſorrow let 
us put ſack-cloth on our loins, and ropes on our 
 _necks, having forfeited our lives, let us ſue for 
| mercy, ſo they clad themſelves in ſack-cloth, 
| and with ropes round their necks ſubmiſhvely 
| came to the Ifraclitiſh Camp, and requeſted an 
audience of Ahab _ + 
« Thy ſervant Benhadad, I pray thee let me live,” 
Ahab with magnanimity and courteſy, graci- 
ouſly cried out, is he yet alive? he is my Bro- 
ther, not only do I pardon him, but I honour 


and Fon him as a Brother, and he canfed 
 Benhadad 


' 


Sa 
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( 512 ) 
Benhadad to-come up to bim' in his chariot, and 
they drove off to the royal. Pavillion, and there 
the two Kings entered into a covenant, a friendly 
Alliance with each other, and Benhadad ſaid, 
« the Cities my Father took from chy Father, all 
* of them I will reſtore, thou ſhalt build a Citadel 
_ * and place a guard in Damaſcus, and traffick in 
© my ſtreets, and I agree to pay a yearly tribute to 
& Ifrael.” The treaty was ravified, after which 
without any ranſom whatever, Ahab diſmiſſed the 
| Syrian King and ſent him home. 
1t was on this occation, a young Prophet with. 
bis face 'beſmeared with blood and mire, deſired 
he might be brought into the King's preſence, 
and he fell down and paid him homage, a Syrian 
Priſoner (he ſaid) had been committed to his 
cuſtody, with a ſtri&t charge from his Officer not 
to let him eſcape on pain of death; by his neg= 
lea, the Priſoner had eſcaped, he had fled, 
behold thy ſervant every moment in danger of 
being puniſhed, Ahab pronounced him guilty of 
death, the young man wiped his face, threw off 
his diſguiſe, with manly courage told Ahab, he 
had pronounced judgment on himſelf, God had 
delivered into his hand, a powerful enemy of 
Iſracls, behold He is gone free, and your life 
| ſhall pay for the life of the Priſoner. 


Ahab now ſaw he was a young Prophet, 
and he was wonderfully ſtruck with the intre- 


pidity 


—_ 


# (. 33 ) ; 

| &kty of the youth and the ftratagem, but he did 
| Not break the promiſe he had given Benhadad. 

Ahab ſet off for his Capital, very thoughtful 

' on this ſignal event, and with much apparenh 

Eg and indignation. 


The King had two Palaces, the one at the IM 
| of Samaria, the other at Jezreel. 

A wealthy neighbour, named Naboth, had a 
Vine-yard at Jezreel, adjoining to the gardens of 
the Palace. Ahab made him an offer to buy it, 
_ or he- would exchange it with him for one of 
greate?' value elſewhere, it was a very conve- 
nient ſpot for a kitchen garden, and lay very 
advantageouſly, a right aſpett, and contiguous 
' to his own. - God had expreſs]y allotted the 
_ Qiviſion of the lands, and he had forbid the alie= 
nation of them to other tribes and families, Na- 
both was conſcientious, and he thought it dif. 
graceful to part with it, a family eſtate he wiſhed 
to deſcend to his children, and (*tho* uncourteous) 
he took courage and refuſed the requeſt of his 
Prince. The King was ſorely vexed and diſap- 
pointed, he would neither eat nor drink, ngr 
dreſs, nor waſh himſelf, ſullen and worried he | 
turned away from his company and lay all day 
long with his face againſt the wall. 

.. Jezebel his wife, found him out, and enquired 
the; caule, why ſo ſad? and why do you faſt? 
Yor. 1, ix: __ Ahab. 
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Ahab told the Queen of the refuſal of Naboth, 
Jezebel. replied, art thou a King over Iſrael? 


_ canſt pluck up no courage to uſe your power, 


and revenge your affronts, go eat bread and Jet. 
thy heart be merry, I will give thee the Vine-yard 
of Naboth. Her Majeſty immediately ſet down, 


and wrote. letters to the Elders of Jezreel, and 


ſealed them with the royal fignet, commanding 


a faſt, to 'be: proclaimed, a publick meeting of 


all the - Magiſtrates and Gentry, and the upper- 
moſt ſeat ſhe direQted to be given to Naboth, 


| Naboth's Preſence and Perſon thus made ſure 
of, they were commanded to ſuborn falſe witneſſes 


- and impeach him of high treaſon and blaſphemy, 
and then carry him out to a. high place where 
maletattors WETC executed, and ſtone him to death. ERS: 


"The Jezredlites dared not diſobey the Ovcte, 
they ſoon diſpatched a Meſſenger to the Palace, 
«, Naboth is toned, and is dead ” and to give 
Ahab an undiſturbed Poſleſſion, his Sons are ſaid 


to have been ſtoned with him: Her Majeſty 


herſelf carried the news to. Abab, the King 
inſtantly aroſe, waſhed himſelf, eat and drank, 
and then repaired to the Vine-yard, in order to 


take Poflefion —On the Spot, Elijah the Pro. 
 phet met 'Abab, the King was awed and highly 


fruck, and he cried out, haſt thou found me 


$0 0h i _ have 
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have, becauſe thou haſt ittath. bs: the 
bond-ſlave of the Devil, doing what thy Wife 


perſuades thee. Though thy guilt is ſo cunningly 


concealed from men, it lies open and naked to the 
Eye of God—the Prophet then expreſly told him, 
the fad deftruQion the murder of Naboth would 
| bring upon himſelf —his Queen—and on all 
bis family; dogs ſhould lick the blood of Ahab, 
and on the ſelf-ſame ſpot, where they had licked 


the blood of Naboth, Jezebel his Queen ſhould | 
be devoured with dogs, the polterity of Ahab 


ſhould utterly be cut off, 


This moſt horrid denunciation, and from the F 
mouth of the Prophet, ſtruck Ahab with the 


utmoſt horroy and diftraQion, Ahab rent his 


clothes, returned forrowing home, he went bare- | 


foot, put ſack-cloth on his fleſh; faſted, and lay 
in fack-cloth, Ahab by penitence, contrition, 


and timely repentance obtained a gracious reſ- 
pite, and a delay of the judgments, and ſad ca- 


Jlamities during his life, but they all literally took 
Joge after his death. 


The Kings 6f Ifracl and Syria were both fo 
weakened, and their treaſuries exhauſted by the 
late Wars, they needed peace and time to recruit 
andr repair their loſſes, and the Hiſtory informs us, 
« three years paſſed without war, between Syria 
and Ifrael; at that time Jehoſophat Ring of 
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Judah paid a viſit at the Court. of Samaris; 


Ahab had juſt then held a council of his Nobles 


and Elders, and made a ſpeech, in which he in- 
formed them, Syria had retained Ramoth, a City 
in Gilead, and one which had b-en appointed a 
City of refuge, contrary to the covenant Benha- 
dad had made with him after the laſt conflia&; 

and Ahab ſaid to Jehoſophat (his gveit) wilt thou 


' gOup with me to Ramoth, and aliiſt me in gain- 


ing my right? Jehoſophat having formed a 


firm alliance with Iſrael, and lately married his 
Son Joram to Athaliah a Daughter of Ahab's, 


ſaid to the King, © I am as thou art, my People 
* and my horſes thine,” myſelf,. and forces, as 


much at your ſervice as my own, but let us en- 
_ quire ſaid the King, the mind of God in it, what 


ſucceſs we may expett ; upon which Ahab ga- 
thered together the Prophets, about four hun- 


dred Prieſts and falſe Prophets, and Ahab defired 


him to hear and yitneſs himſelf how. very favour- 


able all their PEO reſpetting it were. 


At 'the bigh Gate, in the grand Court of 


| Judicature, two Thrones were erected for the 


Kings of Judah and Iſrael, and there, in their 
royal Robes and all the enſigns of Majeſty, they 


both ſat enthroned ; one after another no-leſs 


than four hundred Prieſts and falſe Prophets 


were all brought before them — cagerly and with 
| wondrous 


( 517. y 

wondrous Zeal, (as they had: been direfted) i in 
the name of Jchovah and not of: Baal, the more 
to deceive Jehoſophat into a good opinion of 
the War, they all promiſed  Vitory—their 
earneftneſs and poſitivity occaſioned ſome ſuſ- 
 picion, and Jehoſopbat enquired after Micalah 
the Son of Imlah, another Prophet and . one 
whom he knew ſomething of, when Micatiah came, 
by way of derilion, and in the words of. the 
falſe Prophets, go ſays he and proſper, the Lord 
ſhall deliver wp Ramoth— Jehoſophat ſolemnly 
adjured him in the Name of. God —tell me the 
truth, upon which the Prophet ſeriouſly told him, 


Ahab would loſe both the day and his life, the 
King would meet death, where be was looking 


for victory. Ahab was ſorely diſpleaſed, and he 
faid to Jehoſophat, I told you he would propheſy 


evil, malicious and treaſonable 1s his prophely 
 (fays Ahab) and the King craftily tried to leſſen 


its influence; upon which Micaiah ſpoke 
| again, in a viſion I ſaw all Iſracl ſcattered upon 
the Mountains of Gilead, as ſheep without a 
ſhepherd. Upon hearing this, Zedekiah, a ring- 


leader among the falſe Prophets, and much in 
favour with Ahab, ran up to Micaiah, and ſmote 


| him on the cheek, ironically aſking, which way 


went the ſpirit of the Lord from me to thee? 
Micatah replicd, when thou ſhalt go from cham= , 
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| ber to.chamber to: hide thyſelf, on that day ſhiſle 


_ thou know. | Ahab put a {op to the comroverfy. 


-Put this fellow in Priſon, feed him with the 
bread and drench him with the water of alliQtion, 
until I return in peace, Micaiah faid, jf O* King 
thou return at all, the Lord hath not ſpoken by me. 
Zedekiah (imitating the true Prophets and pro- 


-pheſying by aftion) placed iron horns upon his 


head, and he ran about (crying) with theſe ſhalt 
thou puſh the Syrians, until they be deftroyed. 
Notwithſtanding this - information from the 


Prophet Micaiah, King Jehoſophat accompa- 


-Hied Abab to the fiege of Ramoth Gilead, 
 'A bloody battle was fought before the town— 


Ahab had changed hisdreſs and fought in diſguiſe 


but he. perſuaded /-Jehoſophat to keep on his 


robes and enfigns of toyalty, thus conſpicuouſly 


diſtinguiſhed, he was ſoon in the heat of the 
battle and in the extremeſt danger; in this critt- 
cal moment, by a random ſhot, Ahab was mor- 
tally wounded, till furiouſly the battle raged, 


bleeding and dying, his fervants held up Ahab. 
in his chariot, to animate his ſoldiers for Glory 


and Viftory. Ahab lived only until ſun-ſer, 
when a proclamation was iſſued throughout the 
Hoſt. © Every man to his City—Every man 
to his own Country.” 


The Iraelites conveyed the King's corpſe te 
Samaria, and buried him.in the royal Sepulchre. 
HS 
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his armour were waſhed in a Pool adjacent to 
the Palace, and the dogs came and Jicked his 
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His chariot ſwimming with blood, together with 
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 AHAZIAH. YEZECHARIAHN. 
JEHORAM SYISHALLUM. 
JEH U. JCMANAHEM. 
JEHOAHAZ. J(PECHALIAH 
"JETHOASH. dSPEKAH. 
 JEROBOAM IL. J(HOSHEA 
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AHAZIAH: 


N an idolatrous Court, this young Prince 
acquired all its evil habits, vices, and abomi. 


_ nations; Ahaziah ſucceeded his Father Ahab in 


the year of the World, three thouſand one hun- 
dred and fix; and eight hundred and ninety-cight 


your before the birth of Chriſt, 


Very little is —_ of Ahaziah beſides his 


impiety and idolatry until a fatal and ſudden 


rebuke, which had all the appearance of accident 


 _occakzoned his death and Put an end to his reign, 


example, and impiety. 


The roof of the Palace was flat and ſurrounded 


with a battlement, the King was leaning over it, 
and the rotten railing broke, he fell into the 


3106. 
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Court: yard or garden of. the Palace, and was 
ſorely hurt and bruiſed, while in anguiſh and 
torture Ahaziah ſent his ſervants, and direQed 
them to conſult Baalzebub, the God of Ekron, 
3 reſpeRting his recovery, Elijah the Prophet was 
ſent to meet the Meſſengers as they were on road, 
and to order them back to the Palace, with an ex- 
| preſs anſwer to the King's eaquiry, * Since he had 
| vo ſent to the God of Ekron, aad enquired of Baal- 
zebub reſpeRing his recovery, as if there had been 
FE no God in Iſrael, Ahaziah would come down 
from his bed only to his grave; upon the ſudden 
return of the Meſfengers the King enquired, why 
| | they were turned back before they could have 
reached Ekron, and they faid, a man had met 
* g them, who ſeemed well acquainted with their 
| Ss errand, and gave them the anſwer which they 
E now delivered. Ahaziah aſked what ſort of a man 
he was? and they told him a hairy man, girt 
round with a leathern gircle, and the King Knew 
| him to be Elijah the Tiſhbice. 
q A Captain and his fifty, were inſtantly ordered 
E  togo bring the Prophet to the Palace, the Cap- 
| tain found hiw ſitting on a hill and by way of de- 
Tiſion accoſted him, * Thou man of God come 
down, intimating if he refuſed, he would carry 
him by force. Elijah appealing to his own dignity 
_ and charatter, and ſeeing God's name and houour 
inſulted, he laid, fl he's man of God, let fire 
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come down from Heaven and cenſume thee and 


thy fifty; God gave a proof to the honour of his 
Prophet, fire poured down from Heaven, and con- 
Tumed the Captain and all his men. 


. Again the King ſent another Captain with his 


fifty, and he diſcovered {til more petulance, and no - 
appearance of terror at the awful example before 
bim; Eljah returned the ſame anſwer, and fire 


came down from Heayen, and conſumed bim and 


his fifty. 


The King forwarded a third Captain and his 


fifty, and he fell on his knees before Elijah, ex- 
 prefſed a reverence to his perſon and a dread of 
God's judgments, he prayed that his life and ye 
| lives of theſe fifty, his ſervants, might be precious | 


ia his fight; Elijah was pleaſed with the reſpettful 
behaviour and mild diſpoſition of this Captain, he 
went down with him and his band to the Palace, 
and being uſhered in to the royal preſence, the 


Prophet with firmneſs and magnanimity deity ered 


his very awful commiſſion. 


« Foraſmuch as thou haſt ſent. Meſſengers to. 


enquire of Baalzebuh the God of Ekron; is it not, 
becauſe there is no God -in Iſrael to enquire of his 
word? therefore thou ſhalt not come down off that 


| bed on which thou lieſt, but ſhall ſurely die.” 


| Ahaziah ſtruck with amazement and terror 


aunted by the preſence of the Prophet, and the 
Tentence he had announced, together with the late. 
| Yyy 8. proofs 
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proofs of the awful power of God, he filently gave 
 Eljjaha diſmiſſhion; it was very ſoon after accord- 
ing to the Prophets prediftion, King Ahaziah 
died, and as he had no Son was ſucceeded by his 
Brother Jehoram, Ahaziah had only __ two 


years. 
| 
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& ones Prince was proclaimed King of Iſrael 
in the year of the World, three thouſand. 
| one hundred and eight; and eight hundred and 
ninety-fix years before the birth of. our Sar 
viour. | 


 Jehoram afcended the Throne of Iſrael in the 
eighteenth year of the reign of Jehoſophat in 
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FJeru falem, and at the death of this truly, pious, 
-and very excellent King, Judah and Iſrael moſt 
_ of all reſembled one Kingdom. One fad ſcene 


of 1 impiety and idolatry prevailed in both, - and 
the'two Kingdoms were governed by Kings of 
the ſame name. 


| Jehoram, King of Iſrael, principled from 


early life in all the abominations, and. idol wor- 


ſhip of his Mother Jezebel, the Daughter of the 


| King of Sidon, was fo altogether influenced by 


her advice, that ſhe may be faid to have go- 
verned his -People, and exerciſed the. Supreme 
Authority. Such impiety and unwiſe attachment 


| brought down upon himſelf and upon all Iſrael 


the heavielt judgments of Almighty, God. 


In the early part of Jehoram's reign, a friendly 
alliance took place between Ifrael, Judah, and 
Edom, and Jehoram ledjhis Army out of Sama- 
tia to the Plains, appointed a general rendez- 
vous, and numbered all Iſrael, From hence the 
King forwarded an Embaſſy to Jeruſalem, and 


aſked the aſſiſtance of ]cholophat againſt Moab. 


David had added the two Kingdoms of Moab 
and Edom to his Empire, and when the diviſion 
and revolt took place. between the two Kingdoms, 


Moab was adjoined to that of Iſrael, and Edom 


to 
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ts dx Kingdom of Judah. TOI tributary 
neighbours watched every opportunity of revolt- 
ing, whenever Iſrael or the Kingdom of Judah 
were weakened or embarraſſed by vars at home 
or abroad. 


| Moab had refuſed her yearly tribute, ſhe had 
rebelled, and Jehoram applied to Jehoſophat for 
aid to compel the Moabntes dutifully to return 
to their allegiance. The King very heartily 
_ gave his aſfent. © I am as thou art, my Peopte - 
_ thine, my horſes as thy horſes. - Jehoſophat 
called a Council and enquired which way they 
ſhould go up, jJehoram's Council propoſed the 
the Army ſhould march through the Wilderneſs 
_ of Edom. By this means [ehoram was ſecuring 
. the Alliance of Edom, and invading Moab on 
their weakeſt fide, and where they leaſt expeted 
an aſſault, A numerous Army aſſembled, and 
the Kings cautiouſly made a very wide circuit, 
which took them up ſeven days, travelling all 
- this while, in the dry and ſandy Wilderneſs. 
The King of Edom and his Forces had now 
joined them, and this immenſe body of men, 
with the three Kings themſelves, were all of them 
_wery near loſt, over-fatigued, exhauſted and gaſp- 
_ Ing for want of water, Jehoram was paſſionate- 
y _— ang he ſaid, God had calied him, 
and 
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Ind the King: of Judah and Edom, to deliver them 
| all three into the hands of Moab. Good Jehoſo- 


phat was ſorely diſtreſſed. and he enquired for 
a Prophet of the Lord, One of Jehoram's fer- 
vant's told bim, Eliſha, Son of Shaphat, he was 


| here, Jehoſophat replied, he is a true Prophet. 


The three Kings ſet out, and they walked 
down together to Eliſha's tent, engaging (as they 
hoped) by their condeſcention, the favour and 
aſſiſtance of the Prophet. On ſeeing Jehoram, 
Eliſha haſtily called out to him. « What have I 


« todo with thee? get thee to the calves thy Fa- 


* thers worſhipped, or to Baal, the God of thy 


_ + Mother,” but the King replied, I am well 
aware you feel no reſpett for me, but pity good 


Jehoſophat and this innocent King of Edom, in- 


volved in the ſelf-ſame calamity with 'myſelf. 
Eliſha reſpeQfully noticed Jehoſophat, whoſe 
| piety and virtues he revered, and then direQed 


them to dig trenches and ditches in the valley, 


after ,which (ſays the Prophet) they ſhall be fuli 
of water, ye and your cattle and your beaſts ſhall 
all drink; ſecing them rejoice, with a pleaſing 
courteſy, Eliſha added, what you ſeem ſo de- 
lighted with, is comparatively a light thing, 
God will alſo deliver Moab into your hands. 
The very next morning, at the uſual hour of 
offering up prayers, water came by the way of 


Edow, and the Country was filled with water, 
Not 
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Not dreaming of what - had happened, -the 
Moabites from the unuſual refleftion of the Sun 


Jooking red on the water, thought of nothing 
but blood, ſurely ſay they, the - three Kings 


muſt have butchered one another, Highly in- 


fpirited one and all cried out, ** Now Moab to the 
Spoil” without ſending avy Spies, the Moabites 


_raſhly all ruſhed forwards without any martial 


order even to the Camp of Iſrael, a moſt bloody 


. battle enſued, a total overthrow. The King of 


Country, and felled all their ſtately Trees, and 
laid regular Seige to Kir-haſareth the Metropolis. 
The Moabitiſh King, frantic and in deſpair, 
returning from a furious but unſucceſsful ſally, 


Moab haſtily fled, and he was almoſt the only 
one who arrived at his Capital, The combined 


Armies purſued, and they took all the Cities 
of Moab, and ſtopped up all the Welils of the 


took his eideſt Son, Heir to the Crown, {lew him, 


and on the City Wall publickly offered him up 
@ burnt-offering to ſecure ( as he fooliſhly -hoped) 


| the favour of Chemoſh, his God. 


The Tſrachtes, ſhocked at the horrid and 


bloody fight, every man, full of diſtreſs, turned 
His back and ſilently and FO march:d 


home-wards. 


Some ſhort time after Jechoram's ſettlement at 


home, Benhadad King of Syria, held a counci! 


- of 


(59 ) 
bf bis Nobles, and propoſed to his People 4 
mew War with Iſrael. In a ſet ſpeech the 


King infotmed them of his plans, he would affeni.. 
ble his Forces, ſend out a ſtrong detachmenj 


to ſuch a place; he would ſuddenly ſeize upon 
the Iſraelites 'by furpriſe; and here (ſays the 


King) lying in ambuſh, they ſhall cut them all 
to pieces as they paſs. Eliſha the Prophet wrote 
a letter to Jehoram. © Beware thou paſs not 
. « ſucha place, for thither the Syrians are come 
* down,” by this means, more than twice or 


thrice Benhadaa's plans were broke, his plot de-. 


teQted, and by his wiſe and well-timed communicas 


tions the Prophet always prevented the miſchief, 


for Jehoram ſent out his ſcouts. and a troop of 
Guards to ſecure "thoſe wery pafſes before 


the Syrian foldiery coutd arrive. Benhadad 
. was all wonder ard aſtoniſhment, how - his 


ſecret deſigns, -and even his .intentions could -be 


known and fruſtrated, 'The P-rince grew warm. 


and jealous, al ſuſpicion and fury, he baſtily 


aſked, who among us is for Iſrael? and his No- 
bles anſwered him, my Lord O' King, none of 


ss, thy ſervants are .no pies; - but Eliſha the 
Prophet that is in Iſrael, tells the King of Iſrael, 
the words that thou ſpeakeſt in thy bed-chamber. 
BenhaGad highly enrated ordered out a Troop 


bf Guards in ſearch of the Prophet. Eiſha a 


Zt Dothan, a ſmall City near Sechem, The 
Vp. 1, LEE i Syrian 
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Syrian Guards ſurrounded the City, early | in be 
morning at day-break they entered Dothan, and 
at the Prophet's prayer, by a ſudden blaze of 
light, God ſmote all the Troops with blindneſs. 
Eliſha came, he himſelf was their guide, and 
condufted them all into the City of Samariaf; 
when thus entrapped and ſecured, the Prophet 
- prays that their eyes might be opened, and behold 
they ſaw themſelves in the Capital City of Iſrael, 
encloſed by the Army and in view. of the King. 
Jehoram ran eagerly up to Eliſha (and he cries 
out) © My F atker—my Father—ſhall 1_ \mite 
< them? ſhall I ſmite them?” The Prophet 
| anſwered No, Set bread and water before them 
that they may cat and drink, and go home to 
their maſter, It is againſt the laws of humanity 
to kill Captives, though thou haſt taken them 
with thy own ſword, and bow, more unworthy 
_ ftill, in cold blood, to kill theſe, whom nat thy 
arms, but God's providence has put into thy 
| hands, Refreſh and ſtrengthen them. Do good 
to-your Enemies, Syria may return your kind 
neſs on the Iſraelitiſh Captives, and fear to op- 
pole a People ſo humane, and thus invincibly 


protetted, 


Jehoram ordered a plentiful hauls of provi- 


| Finns to be ſet Dp them, EY hoſpitable meal, N 
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and her they ad eat ind drank, the King ſen 


them all away. 


 Benhadad, notwithſtanding he had witneſſed ſo 
fignal an interpoſition in favour of Ifracl, fome 


time after, at the head of a very powerful Army, 
he entered Samaria and marched his Troops 


through all the Country, and ſurrounded the 
Metropolis, here he encamped, prevented all 
_ accels of proviſions, and totally blocked up the 
City of Samaria. As his coming was ſo rapid 


and unexpetted, the inhabitants very numerous, 


and wholly unprovided for, a waſting and ſevere 
famine ſpeedily enſued. An afſes head was ſold 


for eighty pieces of filver (near ten pounds) anda 


{mall meaſure of tares for twelve ſhillings and fix- 


pence (five ſhekels.) The People were all of 
them ſtarving, reduced to the greateſt extremity. 


As the King was taking a melancholy walk round 
the ramparts and the City Wall to watch his men, 
give his orders, and obſerve the motions of the 
Enemy, a diftratted woman fell down at his feet 


and paid him homage, ſhe wrung her hands in 


agony, imploring juſtice—juſtice my Lord O® 
King, 1 have boiled and eat my child—this 
woman partook, on oath and ſolemn promile, ſhe 
for the next meal would cook her own. Behold 


my Lord O' King, this woman has hid her child 


and I am ſtarving. 
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-$6- thocking : a . ſtory, and told' with- wildnefhy 
8 hinvr- and deſpair; ffruck Jehoram- with the 
deepeſt diſtreſs. The King rent his clothes, and - 
the Tents diſcloſed the fack-clath underneath, 

thus publickly (mourning; bitterly was Jehoram 
heard to ſigh, and he exprefſed the livelieſt ſor 
yow. His firſt burſt of paffion fell upon the 
Prophet, and he vowed he would deſtroy him: 
One of his guard he inſtantly diſpatched to mur- 
der him. Eliſha was fitting at homie, reading his 
leQures, and the Elgers his friends ſat with 
bim. _ Shut, ſhut the dovr, cries the Prophet, 
bold it faſt. The King has ſent to murder me, 
and donot I hear his maſter's fect following after 
him ? while he yet was talking, the Meflenger 
and the King they both ruſhed in. This judg+ 
ment (ſays Jehoram). is from God. He inflias 
it. He will not remove it, - Women- are eating 
up their children. Why bidſt thou me wait on 
God for help? 1 am weary of waiting. Why 
"wait longer? Eliſha convinced the King, of 
his own innocence, and forced from Jehoram an 
acknowledgment, that it WAS the rod of the Al-> 
mighty, a juſt puniſhment for his own impiety 
and 1dolatry. | The Prophet then ftrikipgly 
revived Jehoram, fo large a ſupply (ſays he) of 


proviſion will be brought into the City, even as 


| Hon as to-morrow, that a buſhel of fine floux 
' will then be ſold for five-pence, and two buſhel 


of barley at the ſame bs at the pedrngs m_ 
bf Samaria, _ 

| That very night, Joh with terror hits: 0 
Ureadful panick, the Syriahs imagined - they 
heard the noiſe of horſes, rattling of . chariot. 
Wheels and a mighty Hoſt, they fled away for 
Hfe in the utmoſt diſtrattion, and left all their 
provifion and baggage, even many of their 
| horſes, their affes, and yaſt herds of cattle. Ss 


confuſed and terrified they ffrewed all the road 
with cups and ſpoons, and garments, with veſſels 


and pots and trinkets they had droped.  _ 
The next morning ſo aver-bounding was the 
plenty and the ſpoil, a buſhel of fine flour was 


| fold for a ſhekel, and two buſhel of barley "_ 


the ſame price, at the gate of Samaria, 


 Jehoram was leaning on one of | his Nobles | 
when the Prophet gave him the j 10yous news, - 


'The Noble Lord turned round to Eliſha ſneepe 


ingly diſcrediting the report, © the thing might 


\« jndeed be, if the Lord would make windows in 


«© Heaven.” The Prophet told him, thou ſhalt. 


fee it with thine eyes, þut thou ſhall not taſte 
thereof. | 


= That very Nobleman was appointed Steward af 
| the Gate, he took all the proviſion in charge as it 
Was Tonybe to the Market from the Camp, but ſp 
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fiftous and tumultuous were rhe hungry crond, 


"oP was trod to death by the mob. 


«For Rarving Liopete, Ah to be Gehazi and 
his three Sons, firſt diſcovered the ftight of the 
Syrians, as their laſt recourſe rather than periſh 
they reſolved to venture even to beg at the 
Enemy's Camp. The loathſome diſeaſe made it 


_ death' to enter the City, and they lodged in the 


Suburbs, . Creeping nearer and nearer, great was 


_ their ſurprize, at finding every thing ſo quiet, 


and they could fee nobody. They peeped into 


the tents, went from one to another, found them 


all full of proviſion and baggage and horſes and- 


afles, after ſatisfying their own hunger, and pil- 


tering and hiding what they liked, they bethought 
themſelves 'of carrying the joyful news to the 
City Gate, they firſt told the ſoldiers on guard, 


and they haſtened to tell it at the Palace. 


| Jehoram roſe at mid-night, the King reaſonably 
ſuſpefted ſome ſtratagem, the Syrians might lie 


in ambuſh, and entice him and his bungry Army out 
of the Gates, and fall upon them in their Harved 
condition, | 


| Jehoram fummoned a council, cautiouſly int! 


- put his ſpies, and two horles only, they examnmned | 


the fa&t, could hear no ndings of the Enemy, 
every mark of a precipitate flight, and the King 
and his People FgGees PRCOHMNE Ys N 


| Having 


Hoving recruited A | Sip his Army 


and Finances, Jehoram ſet out. on a. ſecond expe» 
dition to Ramoth-Gilead, and encountered Ha- 


zacl the reigning Prince of Syria. | Ahaziah 


San of Jehoram, King of Judah, had lately af. 
cended the Throne of his Father, and Jehoram 
King of Iſrael invited him to accompany him to 


the Gege, Enamoured of Glory, the young 


Prince readily entered into the. confederacys 


The exploit proved a fatal ſource of deſtrution 


Fe) Jeboram' s whole family and the death of both 


Monarchs. Jehoram took  Ramoth-Gilead, he 
became Maſter of the City, but towards the end 
_ of the affault, the King received a dangerous 


' wound, and was carried off, bleeding in his cha- 
riot, to his Palace at Jezreel, Jehoram com- 
Mitted the care of the City to Jehu, his Com- 
mander in Chief, and placed 2 ſtrong guard 1n 
the Citadel. 


In the abſence of both Princes, the Prophet 
 Ehſha was now direQed to anoint Jehu, Ring 


| of Iſrael, the Prophet was too well known to 
execute this Commiſſion in perſon, and he diſ- 
patched in haſte to Ramoth Gilead, one. of the 
young Prophets ordered him to inquire for Jehu 
Son of Nemſhi, General of the Forces, and 
retire with him to an inner chamber, then takp 


<u his box of oll, and anoing bim King over 


_ Alrael, 


" __ 
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; Ifracl. The young Prophet was then to dire& 
im, to go in perſon, and fmite the whole family 
_ bf! Ahab, and expreſsly to tell Jehu, that in. 


the portion of Jezreel, Dogs ſhould devout 
the blood of Jezebel, and there ſhould be none 


| to bury her. With wonderful ſpecd yy —_ 


Man executed . his orders, when he arrived at 
the Town, the officers were aſſembled and ſitting 
in Council, he hurrijes into the Court, I have 
an errand to thee O” Captain. Jebu aſked. to 
which of us? and he ſaid, to thee O” Captain, 
Jehu aroſe, and they two, went into a back 
TooMm together, The young Prophet inflantly 
pulled out his box of oil, 'and anointed Jehu 
King of Iſrael, and delivered his highly awful - 
meſſage, after which, he haſtily threw open the 


door, left the houſe and the City... 


As ſoon as he was gohe the company alked, | 
is all well? wherefore came this mad fellow here ? 
we {aw plainly by his geſture and carriage, there 
Was ſomething of great importance in his Meſ- 


ſage, I pray you tell us, and Jehu gravely ſaid, 
Thus and thus ſpake he, Thus faith the Lord, 
I have anointed thee, King oyer Iſrael. They 


all haſted, and took every man his Garment, 
and ſome they' placed on 'the ſteps, and made 
Him a Throne, and others they ſtrewed on the 


ground, for him to tread on. An eaſtern 


££remony 
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ceremony in token of great reverence (thus putt 


we. ourſelves and our property under thy feet) 


: and inſtantly they blew the trumpets 


” Jebw i is King over r Iſrael. Shes ek 


*Jeki called a council of hls Captaith ueiond. 
them ſecrecy, and then mounted his chariot and 
drove furiouſly to Jezreel. The watchman- on 


the high [Tower, ſpied the Horſe-men and the 


chariots, and called out aloud, a troop of horſe,-L 


fee a company. The King . ſent a Meſſenger 


full ſpeed to meet them, (and he ſaid) what news 


| from Syria, is all peace? Jehu_ anſwered, what 
| baſt thou to do with peace? get thee behind me. 
The King all impatience hurried away another 


' Horſe-man, and again he aſks, is it peace? and 


Jehu replies to him, what haſt thou to do with 
peace? turn thou behind me. The watchman 


' now cries out, the Meſſengers come not again, 


the driving is like the driving of Jehu, the Son 


of Nemſhi, .for he driveth furiouſly. - The King 
' then ſaid, make ready, and his chariot was made. 
_ ready. | Jeboram and Ahaziah both mounted 


their chariots, and drove towards Jehu, and they 
\ met .in the, portion of Naboth the Jezreelite. 
- Jehoram there called out to Jehu, is all peace? 
Jehu anſwers, what peace, fo.long as the abo- 
minations of thy Mother, and ber witch-crafts 
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are t many ? hearing this, pann fled, erying 
out -O” Ahaziah; there is treachery—there 'is 
treachery. Jeha drew a bow with his full 
ſtrength, aiid fmote Jehorain between his arms, 
and the arrow pierced his heart, he inſtantly 


| funk down i in his chariot. 


- Jebu commanded Bidkar, the Captain of his 
Hoſt, to throw the dead body over the garden 


_ wall, into the Vine- yard that had once Vnges 


to Naboth, and there to lie unburied. 
* Whilſt this. was doing, Ahaziah fled by 'a 


| ptivite road, fehu cried out, fmite bim, ſmite 
him, and he ordered him to be purſued. Aha- 
ziah rſt fled to Megiddo, and thence to Samaria, 


he was here overtaken, and brought before Jehu 
at Jezreel. Jehu pronounced ſentence on the 


King, and it was executed at Megiddo, but he_ 
| Permitted the corpſe to be carried to Jerufalem, 


arid they buried Ahaziah 1 in the Sepulchre of his 


Father IS. 


 Jehu, and a reſolute band, boldly marched up 
to the Palace. The Queen Mother, gorgeouſly 


attired and beautified with rouge, (thinking to 


awe Jehu by her Majeſty and preſence) placed 


herſelf at the Palace window, ' and when Jehu 
approached, with inſult, (though under great 
alarm) cried out, « Yad Zimri peace, 'who flew 
_« his maſter ?”* Jehu aſked,' who. 1s on my fide? 
«vo or three pages of the bed-chamber, E Eunuchs % 


poked 
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looked out, Jehu ſaid, throw her down, Jehu 
was inſtantly obeyed. The Queen $ blood was 
Tprinkted on the wall and on' the horſes, Jehu 
trod her under foot, and the man gled body was 
torn to pieces. Jehu entered the Palace, and he 
both eat and drank, then calling | to ming | the 
bloody ſpeftacle, ſee now (ſays he) for this 
curſed woman, for ſhe is a King”: $ Daughter, go 
bury her, and they went out, and found only her 
ſcull, and the feet, and the palms of her hands. 
Jehu.told the men. who brought them, this is the 
word of the Lord. © Inthe portion of Jezreel, 
« ſhall dogs eat the fleſh of Jezchel, and the car- 
«caſe of Jezebel ſhall be as dung in the field, _ 
even in Jezrecl, they ſhall not be able to fay, ; 
this is Jezebel. £ 

Jehu fat down and wrote letters to the Tutors, 
Nobles, Guardians and Elders who had the care of 
the. yqung Princes, the blood royal, and the charge 
_ of their education, for the King foreſceing_ the 
| hazards of war, before he ſct out for: Ramoth- 
Gilead to encounter the Syrians, placed all of 
mow for Jafety in Samarig. Jebu wrote— 


To the Elders of Iſrael n n Samaria: 


& As fon. as this letter cometh ” $0U, fering the 


66 Joung ; .Prz ences, - the . Hons .and. Gr andfons | of Ahab, | 
: F and. all Y the Blood rgal. are. with you, and Le 
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6. ond much. armour, | look out him of all the 
« young | Princes you thank meeteſt, and ſet him on 
& the Throne of his Father, and Hehe oe” your 
a Meier sS. houſe,” 


" Thus Jebu was making trial of their loyalty, 
Gignifying his own intentions, and endeavouring 
to terrify them into compliance. But the No- 

| bles and Guardians together with the Elders of 
the City, were highly intimidated, ſeeing Jebu 
had already murdered two Kings and the Queen 
Dowager, and that he held the command of all 
the powers and forces of the land, they had no. 
-Courage to oppoſe him, but returned a dutifu} 
! and moſt ſubmiſſive anſwer, referring themſelves, 
\ their Cy, and all the young Princes winuy to his 
_ mercy. _ 
. Having witneſſed their cowardice and made a 
trial of their ſubmiſſion, Jehu ſat down and wroſe 
letters to them a ſecond time, 


” SA 


6c Bring hither in baſkets, the heats of aft. 
|  & the young Princes mn  Samaria, and fore. thas : 
| | 6. tate to-morrow, 


| The bloody preſent was brought that very 

| night to the Palace at Jezree}, and Jchu (as it - 

was tae). gave orders to have them carried . PF 
PI v- = ” back 
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back *to the ſefſions-houſe,” the* high Court of 
Judicature at Samaria, and there to'pile them up 
in heaps. The heads of no leſs than ſeventy 
young Princes were thus publickly expoſed and 
hid in two bloody and ſeparate heaps : as Jebu bad 
commanded. | 

- Early the next miorning the Elders, Nobles 
and Magiſtrates preſented themſelves in a body. 
on the ſame ſpot. Jehu, ſurrounded by bis 
Guards, went out to meet them, and they all 


ſtood at the high gate of Samaria. Jehu in a ſet, 
ſpeech, firſt addreſſed the Magiſtrates ahd Elders, 
(#90 he ſaid) _ 


W Ye are righteous in your own eyes, and 
« - look on me as a traitor, a rebel, and a mur.-' 
« derer—I acknowledge I have killed my maſter. 
© But if I am guilty, are ye innocent? I have 
'« killed One. Ye a greater number.” Jebu then: 
** turned himſelf to the People, and he ſaid, 


_ « Whatever is amiſs in all you ſee, I acquit ye 
« as innocent and harmleſs. 'Fear not ye the ven- 
« geance of God, nor the curſes of men. The 
« truthis, neither I nar they, are to be blamed. 
© This is not the work of man, but of God.” 


After this, Jehu flew all that remained of the | 
blood royal and Family of Ahab i in racl, unul - 


he left none to TT LEREE” Jznv, 


Wwrrrs » dacdertul biſpatch, and. __—_ 
courage, this valiant Chief had executed 
the commands of the Prophet, the juſt and awful 


vengeance of the Almighty, and thus by extir- 
pating root and branch of the houſe of Abab, in 


the year of the' World, three thouſand one hun- 
Qared and twenty; and eight hundred and eighty- 
'four years before'the birth of Chriſt, obtained a__ 
ſecure poſſeflion of the Crown, and aſcended the 
Throne of Ifrael. 
. Jebu kept his Court at Jamaria, and not t long 
after his eſtabliſhment, at a ſheep-ſhearing feaſt, 
the King met, as they were on the road, the 
Brethren of Ahaziab, the late King of Judah, un- 
| Knowing any thing . of what :had happened, they 
were coming. to Samaria. to pay: their.reſpeQts to 


Fug = family, . Jchu calls. $0 bis, ard-—theſe 
3180, Men 


ba 


wy 
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Mt en are my Prifo ners—take them allve. Jehut them 
commanded them to be led. to the pit of the theep= 
_ tearing houſe, (the place where he intended to 
| bury them) and there he ordered them to be lain 
even two and forty men. They were of the houſe 
of Ahab by the Mothers Gde, and Nephews of 
Ahaziah ; Jehu thought they might revenge the 
death of their relations, and in right of their Grand- 
mother, lay claim 'to the Kingdom of Iſract, 
Going home from hence, the King met Jehona-' 
dab, a man of great eminence and piety, he was 
a Kenite, and a lineal deſcendant of Jethro. Je- 
| honadab, was purpoſely coming to Court, to 
_ congratulate his Majeſty, Jehu Ropped his clo 
and ſaluted him, and he ſaid, js thy heart right; 
as my heart is with thine ? Jehonadab anſwered, 
it is. Jehu (in token of - affeQion) ſays, give 
| ne thine hand, come up into my Chariot, wit= 
neſs yourfelf my aftions, ſee my Zeal for God, 
and my defire to fulfil his commands; the ſer. 
wants opened the door, Jehonadab was Red 
Y in, and they drove on to Samaria, 

' The King iſſued out a proclamation, ond un- 
_ der pretence of great ſanRity, -and religious 
Zeal and homage to Baal, he ſaid, Abab ferved 
Baal a little, Jehu ſhall ſerve him wuch, and the*. 
King aſſembled all his numerous Prieſts, Prophets” 
and Votaries to a ſolemn facrifice, he himſelf 


commanded.them religiouſly to offer up to Baal, 
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-.and. they. were. ſummoned. to meet .in the magal-. 
_fieent- Temple. of their God. Not one of all the 
Prieſts, Prophets, or . worſhippers: of Baal were 
at this pompous ceremony to be abſent, the 
penalty was death... As ſoon as the Temples 
courts and. all were full, Jehu cautiouſly went | 
"Found himſelf and Jehonadab accompanied him. 
| The King cries out, ſee carefully if there be 
' none of the ſervants of the Lord, whether there 
| be. only preſent the worſhippers, Prophets and 
Prieſts of Baal—The King and Jehonadab then 
came out, and Jehu placed a Guard, of eighty 
* Soldiers, all- round Ns Temple, and now (lays 
' the King). he of you that letteth any one go, 
| his- life ſhall be for the life of him. In the 
midſt of their ſolemn | worſhip, juſt while 
they were offering up their . ſacrifices. to Baal, 
| Jehu ſent in a Captain and his Guard, . who 
_ ruſhed in upon the worſhippers, and put them 
every one to death, The King then deſtroyed, 
| all the objeQs of their worſhip, demoliſhed the 
- Image of Baal, colleQed together all their other 
Idols, Relias and Altars, and burnt them before 
_ all the People, after which he laid all their pub- 
lick buildings, and the celebrated Temple itſelf | 
in aſhes, and made the place 2 draught houſe or 
| common ſewer, 


| [ ehn 
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; Jehu followed the direftions given him by the 


Prophet, as far as he judged his intereſt would 


permit, his miſtaken policy got the better of bis 
religion, Jehu adhered to the worſhip of the 


golden calves, and commanded all Iſrael to 


repair on feſtivals and ſolemn ſeaſons to Dan 
. or Bethel, where they were publikly wor 
ſhipped, nevertheleſs, on account of the zeal 


and readineſs he had ſhewn, in executing the 


Judgments ſo awfully denounced againſt the 
houſe of Ahab, the Crown of Iſrael was entailed 


on his Family, to the fourth generation, 
Jehu's obedience, thus wanted, what would 


have made it moſt of all valuable, fincerity, his 


_ continuance in the praftiſe of one ſpecies of 
idolatry, is alledged, as a fair proof of his falſe- 
heartedneſs in others, it was only partial, and it 


3s faid of Jehu, he took no heed to walk 1 in the 


_ way of the God of Ifrael, with all his heart. 


Hazael, who 2d lo baſely murdered Benha- 


dad, and uſurped the Crown of Syria, ravaged 
and haraſſed the borders of Irae!, the Syrians | 
were making daily | incurfions into the Country, 


laying waſte all within their reach, from the 
banks of the River Jordan even to the ſea-ſhore 
the territories of Gilead, Reuben, Gad and 
_ _Manaſſeh. Jehua was unyeariedly employed in 
 Fefending his People, driving out the Enemy, 
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and repairing the breaches and damages they 1 werc 


| perpetually incurrin 8- 


" After a reign of eight and twenty years, this 
brave "and warlike Prince died in Samaria,' his | 


Capital, and was buried in the royal Sepulchre. 
Jehoahaz his eldeſt Son aſcended the Throne and 


was TPO TOeY inſtantly throughout Iſrael, 


JEHOAHA Z. 


- | \HIS young Prince was crowned in Samaria, | 


| In the yearof the World, three thouſand 
one hundred and forty-eight; and eight hundred 
and fifty -fx Years before the birth of our San . 
viour, | 


yo S Son of Abaxich: King of f Judah, Was at 
_ this time in the three and twentieth yer of bis | 
reign. 


3148, 
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"The calamities of his Country, EY no effect, 
in reclaiming Jehoahaz, he was an 1dolater, and 
like all his Predeceflors, | could not think. of 
countenancing any of his ſubjetts 1 in going up to 
Jeruſalem three times a year, at their high ſeſji- 
vals, as they were at firſt intended to have done. 
The ſplendour of the City and the Temple, the 
attrations of the Prieſts and the Levites, the 
meeting of friends and acquaintance, might con- 
duce to ſettle many differences, | and form an 
alliance injurious and deſtruQive to his Govern- 
ment. The King therefore adhered to the religion 

and policy of his F ather, and direfted his People 
h to repair, at ſuch ſeaſons, to Dan and Bethel, 
the two Cities, at the extremities of his 
Kingdom, where Jeroboam had unwiſely ſet up 
the golden calves, and introduced a worſhip 
| ſimilar to what he had always witneſſed i in Egypt. 
| The grove alſo in Samaria which Ahab had 
| planted, and which had been dedicated to the 
worſhip of Baal ſtill remained, and God had 
expreſsly commanded that it ſhould be deſtroyed. 

Such condut and omiſſions were ſignally 
noticed, God is ſaid to have been angry with 
Jehoahaz, and Hazael King of Syria, and after- 
wards Benhadad his Son made daily depredations 
| and ravages on the borders of Iſrael, and from 
time to time Syria laid waſte all the Country. At 
length © on the King's dutiful and ſubmiſſive re- 
| BÞbHs Ss turn. 
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publick and ſolemn TumiliKion of all his Pagpte, 


God had compaſſion on Iſrael, mercifully called 


to mind the covenant with ſoine of his pious 
*Predeceſſors, and ſent them a deliverance, but 
not in the reign of their pteſent Prince, it was 
deferred to that of his Son Jehoafh, and not 
completed until the following reign, under Jero-. 


 boam the ſecond, great Grandlon of Jehu. 


By fo many waſting ravages and deftrutive 


invaſions; Iſrael was at laſt fo exhauſted and 
| haraſſed by Syria, Jehoabaz was reduced to 


only fifty horſemen, ten chariots, and ten thou- 
ſand foot Soldiers, and the ſufferings and very 


heavy yoke the King laboured under, mide his 


life and reign moſt troubleſome and miſerable; 
Jehdahaz lived ſeventeen years after he had 
aſcended the Throne of Ifrael, at which time he 


died and was buried in the royal Sepulchre in 


Samara, and ſucceeded by Jehoaſh his Son. 
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I the year of the World, three thouſand ons 


hundred and fixty-five, and eight hundred 


and thirty-nine years before the birth of Chrilt, 


Jehoaſh was crowned at Samaria, King of 


Iſrael. 


The firſt aQion recorded of this young Prince, 


and a very amiable one, is, a reſpeUtul viſit hd | 
paid to. the Prophet Eliſha, when he had long 
| been bowed down with age and infirmities, and 


he gave a pleaſing proof of an unaffeed and 
- pious concern, and | ſhed a flood of tears, at the 


near approach of the death of fo wiſe a Prophet, 
and ſo holy and good a man, The Prince 


pleaſingly endeavours to comfort and revive the 


good old Prophet, by reminding Eliſha, of his 


916g, 


bvwn 
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ewn words, at t parting 'with his friend the Pro 
phet Elijah, and the awful Majeſty exhibited on 
| that ever memorable event, © O”' my Father— 
-"F my Father, the chariot of Iſrael and the horſe- 
*« men thereof,” thus recalling the memory of Eli- 
Jah, his good counſels, and prayers, by which he 
had procured them ſuch glorious yiftories. The 
Prophet warmly felt the King's kindneſs, and all + 
he was doing, with a highly pleaſing coutteſy, 
(enjoying the honours) Eliſha in return told him 
of his future ſucceſſes againſt his enemies. He, 
ſhould engage the Syrians in three pitched bat-. 
tles, and come off Conqueror in them all. 
The Prophet very fancifully ſpeaks to the King 
by aftion.” | Take Bow and Arrows.  Qpen 
the window eaſtward (where the Syrians. were_. 
ravaging) and ſhoot. Now ſays the Prophet 
_ thou ſhalt ſmite Syria, at Aphek, till thou haſt- 
conſumed it. This was the firſt ſign, and it 
was to foretel his vitories over Syria. The 
ſecond: had a reference: to the number of them. 
Again the Prophet ſays, take Arrows and ſmite, 
on the ground. ' The King humoured the Old 
Prophet” and he ſniote' thrice, and then ſtopped. 
Eliſha was paſſionately diſappointed; Thou ſhould- 
eſt have ſmitten five or fix times, then hadſt. 
thou lmote Syria till' thou hadſt conſumed” it. 
Whereas now, thou- wilt ſmite Syria only thrice, 


ior God had bgnified: to _” Poop, that | the 


- number py 
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number :of-the. vifories, ſhould correſpond 1 wit 


the number of the Kings ſtrokes. 


| Jehoaſh Was however ſo much encouraged, by 
the prediQtions of the good old Man, that with 
great ſpirit he engaged Benhadad the Syrian 


Prince, in three pitched battles, routed him, drov 
him out of the country, and retook all the 


Cities, Hazael, his Father, had taken from Ifragl. 


during the unhappy reign of Jehoahaz. 


While Jehoaſh was enjoying bis Viacries. 
over Syria, he received a very extraordinary 
letter and Challenge from the King of Judah. y 
Amaziah elated with his ſucceſs. againſt Edom, 


A 7 


returned home in triumph to Jeruſalem, and as he. 


was paſſing on the road, he heard of the inſults and 


injuries done by the Ifraclites, to the towns and ; 
villages, through which they marched, after their | 
diſmifſion and. diſappointment in not ſharing the 
fpoil and conqueſt of Edom, in revenge for the _ 
_ affront the King ſent by his Ambaſſadors to: the. 
Court of Samara, "Y challenge to Jehoaſh, and . 


« Come let us look one another in the 


« face,” 


Jehoaſh wie the inſult with Kaghiy derifion ; 
_ ahd* contempt, and his anſwer to Amaziah was 


couched | in 1 Sovereign ſcorn, 


op v7 


FE. The thiſtle that was in Lebanon, ſent to the 
« Cedar that was in Lebanon, ſaying, give thy 
____ *« Davghter 
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ot Daughter to my Son to Wife, and there paſſed 
& by a wild beaſt and trod down the thiftle.”! 
Thus I tread down thee—my Army thine—Thoy 
haſt ſmitten Edom, be content with thy glory 


_ tarry at home, why meddle to thy hurt? why 
_ fall, even thou, and Judah with thee ? - Amaziahy 


ſ-lf-confident, in the hour of viftory, and fired 


-with the inſult, marched his whole Army to 


Beth- ſhemeſh, and there met Jehoaſh and. the 
Iſraelites. | A bloody battle was fought, Amaziah 
was totally defeated, his Army all routed, the 
King himſelf taken Priſoner, and Jehoaſh led hig 


ſpirited Troops through all his Country, took poſ- 


{effion of Jeruſalem, and King Amaziah diſgrace- 


tally followed ſorrowing at the h&els of the Con. 


queror, Jehoaſh cauſed four hundred cubits of i ts 
Rrong walls from the gate of Ephraim to the corner 


_ gate, andits towering fortifications to be broke 
down, plundered the Temple of its richeſt trea- 
ſures, and the royal Palaces, then laden with his 


ſpoils, and taking with him ſuch hoſtages as bg 


| himſelf choſe, Jehoaſh marched his Army back, 


to Samaria, enjoying the high honours of F 
ſecond triumph. 


After a reign of near ſeventeen YEArS, the two 


firſt of which were in the life-time of his Father, 


King Jehoaſh died and they buried him-in i 
royal Sepulchre, . 


Jzn0B0M 
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HIS Prince was the Son of Jehoaſh, arid 
pi 4 great Grandſon of Jehu. Jeroboam. ſuc. 
ceeded his Father and was proclaimed King of 
Iſrael, in the year of the World, three thouſand 
one hundred and eighty-one; and eight ” hun. 
dred and twenty-three years before Chriſt, -in the 
Hifteenth'year of the reign of Amaziah hs of. 
Judah, | 
This young Prince had during the laſt ten years 
ſhared the Government with his Father, and he 
reigned one and forty years afterwards, Two 
very eminent charaQers; both Prophets, were his 
contemporaries, Jonah the Son of Amittai who 
was of Gath-hepher, and the Prophet Hoſea, 
and Jeroboam valiantly executed the' noble work 


- which they had both ſo ſignally encouraged him to 
undertake, 


EET Amaziah King of Judah. 
Vet. 1, * #77 YO The 
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The Prophets Jonah and Hoſea foretold he. 
would complete the deliverance of Iſrael from 
the Tyranny” of Syria; which his Father though an 
Idolatrous Prince, had with great courage and 
bravery _ Jon. took Damaſcus bo 
Iſrael from the entering of Humack, oich was 
its northern border unto the Dead Sea, once a 


. goodly plain and built with famous Cities, the 
boundary of Iſrael to the ſouth. Jeroboam 


poſſeſſed himſelf of all the territories between, 
and greatly advanced the glory of his Country. 
+; We have ſadly to lament the loſs of the hiſtory, 
and gallant atchievements of this enterprizing 


: Prince. together with the book. of the Annals 
4 the Kings « of Iſrael, - 


' In the forty-firſt year of his reigning. alone, 
this highly ſpirited and warlike Prince died,  ]ero- 


'boam'flept- with his Fathers, even with the Kings 
of Iſrael, and we buried him in the _ of 
+ roman 


ZECHARIA 


T HIS Pritice aſcended the Throne of 1fradl 

» and ſucceeded his Father, Jeroboam the. 
ſecond, in the year of the World, three thouſand 
two hundred and thirty-three; and ſeven hundred 
and ſeventy-one years before Chriſt, in the thirty- 
eighth 'year of the reign of Uzziah ng of 
Tn tf 

| Aﬀterthe death of Jeroboam there had. been an 
3nter-regnum of eleven years, before this Prince 
his Son, was crowned at Samaria. _ _........ 

Zechariah was an Idolater, and it is expreſsly 
ſaid of him, as of all the reſt, he departed not 
from the fins -of his Predeceſſors, continued to 
adhere to the worſhip of the golden calves, com- 
manding all his People to'go up to the Cities of 
| Dan or Bethel, to which-ever of them beſt ſuited 
their convenience for that purpoſe. 
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Uhr Zechariah had reigned fix months, he 
Was openly inthe publick ſtreets maſſacred by - _ 


SHALLUM. 


— 


This Princes! was one X ZeMbrtih} own + AGREE; 4 
tics. Shallum ſeized upon the Crown of Iſrael | 


and was proclaimed in Samaria. 
 Shallum well knew the Sromiſe made to Jehu 


extended to the fourth generation only, and he 
found the People diſaffetted, ripe for a revolt, 
and favourable to his attempt. 
Shallum reigned a month of days (thirty) at 
which time he was himſelf murdered by FIFs 
MENAHEM. 


y * ——_ | 


In the nine and thirtieth year of Uzziahy 
King of Judah, 
Menahem was a General-Officer and the Son 

of Gad. This Prince alſo uſurped the Throne of 
Iſrael; his place of reſidence and where he kept 
his Court was Tirzab, in the tribe of Ephraim. 
The . Palace had been originally built by Jero- 
boam, the firlt King of Iſrael. On Menabem's + 
approach the Citizens of Tiphſah, the Elders. 
and magiſtrates ſhut the City gates againſt him 
and refuſed to acknowledge and proclaim him 
their Sovereign; this ſpirited and bloody Prince, 


ſtant put all the inhabitants of the Country to 
the 


\ 


(\ 887" 7. 


the ſword, from the City Tiphſah, even to the 
City of Tirzah, and all the women with child he 
ripped up, by cruelty and ſuch horrid ſeverity 
he was thus terrifying his ſubjeQs.into obedience, 
committing on all ranks and ordets of People | 
the moſt wanton barbarities, private aſſaſſinations _ | 
and publick executions. 

It was not long after his ferrtemnt at Tirzah | 
that Pul, King of Aﬀyria, invaded Iſrael, and - 
Menahem was fo unable to oppoſe him, thathe 
 forwarded-an Embaſſy and ſued for mercy,-at ii 
the enormous price of a thouſand talents of 
filyer, Menahem purchaſed a preſent deliverance, 

| and in order to pay the ranſom he levied a heavy 
| tax of fifty ſhekels per head, on each of his 
wealthy ſubjets. _ 

The cruelty of this bloody ride was ſo far + 
from eſtabliſhing him as he expected, that it 
weakened, endangered, and forced him to ſeek _ 
out foreign affiſtance and even to fue to an 

Enemy. Aﬀer the Aﬀyrian Monarch had 
| marched his Troops out of Samaria, Menahem 
reigned about ten years, and then died at Tirzah, 
and they proclaimed his Son Pckaliab, King of 
Iſrael, 


PEKALIAH; 


T 


HtS Prince aſcended the Throne i in the yeat 
of the World, three thouſand two hundred 


and forty-four; and ſeven hundred and RY: years 
before Chriſt. | 


 Aﬀter he had reigned two Pot Pekaliah 
was murdered in his Palace by Pekah one of 
his General” Officers. 


TY 


HI S Officer was the Son of Remaliah. 
Pekah ſeized upon the Crown of Iſrael and 
was proclaimed in the year of the World, three 


| thouſand 
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thouſand two hundred and forty fax ; ſeven hun<- 
dred-and fifty-eight years before.the birth of our 
| Saviour, and in the fifty-ſecons year of the 
reign of Uzziah King of Judah. 


In the Palace of the Kings houſe, Pekah firmed 
a conſpiracy with Argob and Arieh two Officers 
of the -Houſehold and they were his aſliſtants 
in perpetrating the treaſon, Here Pekah mur. 
dered Pekaliah, and he took with him fifty 
Men of the  Gileadites whom he had Hue: 

and enliſted i in the buſineſs. 7 


' Pekah was a moſt wicked, "a abandoned 
Prince, and walked in all the abominations of 
his Predeceffors. Iſrael was during his reign 
again invaded by Afſyria, Tiglath-pileſer entered 
it with a powerful Army, and he took. Ijon, and 
a city of Ephraim and two cities of Naphthali 
and Gilead and Galilee, Gities and parts of Iſrae} 
the neareſt to Aſſyria, and the Afſyrian Prince 

carried all the inbabitants - Captive to- Halah, 
and Habor to people deſolate FOUNtNes, even as 
far as the river Gozan, | 7 


| A reign unhappy and ſo inglorious ended in a 
violent death, Pekah was murdered by Hoſhea 
the Son of Elah. 


: MY \ 

yer 5 BE PRES . | ml 

Go & d. 8 $7 AY ? £- ? \._ >» * :\ v2 *s p , ke 5s, I 
. * . \ " : þ 4 £7 * A . 2 L * : Ve \. ; 


: . 
”” +» i W.,tg w;:; £4 


{) 
Pekah had reigned twenty years, after his death 
there was an Anarchy,” and general confuſion 
took place for near nine years, during all which 
time Hoſhea was ſtrenuouſly endeavouring to get 
_ himſelfſettled in the Government. A revolution 
very diſtaſteful, 'and much  objetted. to. by the 
Iſraclites, but at length 


per 
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Procured influence enough to raiſe a powerful 
party in his favour, and they proclaimed him 
King of Iſrael, in the year of the World, three 
| thouſand two hundred and ſeventy-five; and 
ſeven hundred and twenty-nine years before 
Chriſt, in the twelfth year of the reign of Abaz, 
Ring of Judah. 

So much- was. this Prince deſpiſed; that after 
| his coronation Hoſhea found it a very difficult 
matter indeed, to ſupport any royalty or ſtation. 
whatever. ws 
In his principals and religious praQiſes Hoſhea 
was not equally Idolatrous with the Kings who 
had reigned before him, for he did not worſhip 
 Baal, nor compel his People to go up to the 
Cities of Dan and Bethel and worſhip the . Gol-' 
den Calves Jeroboam had fet up, the one in-_ 
' deed, that which was fixed up at Dan, had been 
demoliſhed before his Goverument took place 
and Hoſhea iſſued out no proclamation for- 


3275. Ahaz King of Judah, 
jo es _ bidding 
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bidding bs ſubjedts going up to worlds” af 
, Jeruſalem, and yet the meaſure of their Iniquity 
is ſaid to have been full, and the moſt tremen- 
dous Judgments and ſore Vengeance of the 
Almighty ſoon followed, without a remedy or 
- poſſibility of eſcape. Iſrael had finned, and 
worſhipped Baal, in conformity to the laws and 
cuſtoms of the Heathen, had bowed down to Idols 
| and worſhipped the Golden calves, under every- 
green-tree had ſet up molten Images, and plant- 
ed Groves in the High places, and burnt incenſe 
there, thus they rejefted his ſtatutes, followed 
vanity, worſhipped -all the hoſt. of Heaven, 
cauſed their Sons and Daughters to paſs through 
the fire, uſing divinations and enchantments and 
felling themſelves to do evil. Over and over 
again, God had bore teſtimony againſt them, 
warning them by his Prophets and Seers, by ex- 
traordinary revelations and Viſions, by ſignal 
miracles, tried them by Severity, puniſhed 
them, delivered them into the hands of ſpoilers, 
inviting them by clemency when they ſhewed 
a diſpoſition to Pemitence, and uſing (but in vain) 
every means of reclaiming. 
| Hoſhea was laying many Schemes in order D 
to free himſelf and his ſubjeAs from Aſſyrian 
\ bondage, he grew remiſs in his payment of the 
tribute money, and for ſome ſhort time alto-. 
_ gether omitted 1t. © Shalmaneſer the Afſyrian 
MW. 1.  DBdeed Prince 
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Prince noticed it, and. Hoſhea was alarmed, 
he ſwore, Fealty, promiſed inſtantly to make 


up his payments; but the King detected Hoſhea 
in ſome ſecret conſpiracy againſt him, and found 


he had ſent Meflengers and preſents to. Egypt, 
though he had omitted the payment even of his 
juſt dues and tribute to Afſyria, ſuch as he had be-_ 


tore done year by year. Shalmaneſer ſoon broke 


all his meaſures plots and defigns, at the head of 
a formidable Army he entered Samaria, levelled 


$.; ravaged Cities and Country, laying waſte 


all the lands of Iſrael. Shalmaneſer marched his 
Troops up to the Gates of the Capital, and fat 
down before it, encamping a numerous Army all 
round its Walls and formed a total brockade. 
| Hoſhea had made all the Preparations In his 
power, he had ſtrongly fortified Samaria, brought 


into it large ſtores of Ammunition and Proviſion, 


and the City held out almoſt three years againſt 
ſo powerful and enterprizing a Rival ; 3 at laſt 
Samaria was compelled to ſurrender; King and 


Subjeas were made Priſoners, and they were all 


carried away Captive into Afﬀyria, in the ninth 


year. of the reign of Hoſhea, 
The ſad hiſtory and diſtreſs of King and Peo- 


' ple is deſcribed in the moſt pathetic language of 


miſery and diftration, horrid indeed were the 


_ ervelties praQtiſed by the Conquerors over the, 


Perſons, F amilies, Young Princes, Children, ik. 
fants 
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fants yet unborn as ; well as born, thus prematurely 
butchered with their parents. The City of Sama- 

ria, its Palaces, and ſtately buildings, became a 
| heap of. rubbiſh, the Country was laid waſte, and 
| the Aﬀfſyrians returned home laden with all the 
ſpoil of Iſrael. 

Of the Country into which they were carried 
captive, no tra@ can be ſeen, no very probable 
conjetture ever formed. 

__ Thisis the ſad, and fatal end of the Iſraelitiſh 
| Empire, after it had been ſeparated from that of 
Judah, and ſtood a divided Kingdom, two hun- 
 dred and fifiy-four years. 
Of the Ilraclites who were happy enough, by 
flight or concealment to eſcape butchery or cap- 
tivity, ſome arrived in Egypt, and ſome forſaking 
| their rebellious principles and idolatry became 
 ſubjefts to good King Hezekiah and his ſucceflors, 
Inhabitants of Judah. All the reſt were orked 
away to people uninhabited territories, widely 
_ diſtant from the land of Canaan, and placed on 
the deſolate frontiers of Halah, and in Habor by 
the River Gozan, and ſome in the mountainous 
and dreary parts of Medea, perſecuted, enſlaved, 
and condemned to end their days in miſery, 
ſorrow, and bondage. 

The Aſſyrian Conqueror afterwards oelipled the 
Cities of Iſrael with the inhabitants of Cuthah, and 
Ava, Hamath and Sepharvaim, Nations he had 

 Þddde | brought 


cv 
brought under his yoke, and theſe People uniting 


' together ſoon revolted and elefted a King of their 
own, | 


| A ftrange medley of religion now took place 
and laſted about three hundred years, at which 


time the celebrated Temple was built on Mount 
Gerizim, and this -union of Nations and People 


henceforward took upon them the name of 


SAMARITANS, 


aa _—_— 
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A SHORT RECAPITULATION 


"HE firſt book concludes the life of David, 
gives his wiſe direQions and charge to his 
Son Solomon, perſuaſive exhortations to plety 

_ and right conduR, and the King's laſt advice re- 
| JpeRting two State Priſoners, Joab and Shimei. 

By the expreſs command of David, Solomon 

3s anointed, and publickly proviames King of 


. Iſrael 


( 566 ) 


Iſrael by Zadoc, the High-Prieſt, and Nathan 
Uie Prophet, and the” eleven krft Chapters of the 
firſt book, record his proſperous, moſt alloniſh- 
ingly. glorious, peaceful, and happy reign. _ 
Aﬀeer the death of Solomon, Rehoboam, his 
Son, at the age of forty, inſtantly ſet out for 
Sechem, a City in the tribe'of Ephraim, almoſt 
the centre of the Kingdom, with the Princes, his 
Heads and Elders, his Nobles and all his Court, 
there to receive the honours of his Coronation. 
A vaſt body of his People here aſſembled, and as 
they thought themſelves opprefſed and over- 
| burthened with very heavy taxes, before they 
paid him homage, and admitted his procla- 
mation by found of trumpet, they humbly of. 
tered him up a petition for a redreſs of their 
grievances. 
 Rehoboam, upon this, ſummoned a Council | 
from among the Elders, the Privy Counſellors 
of his Father, they gave their opinion unani- 
mouſly for its being granted, aſſuring the Prince 
he would thereby gain and ſecure the affections 
and loyalty of his People for ever. Rehoboam 
next formed a Council, from among the young 
men, who were grown 'up with him, and they 
well knowing the vanity and pride of the Prince, 
flattered his paſſions by yielding to his wiſhes, 
and unwifely adviſed him to return a moſt haughty 


and Iinſulfing anſwer to the petition'of his People, 
| be my 


(oF: *) 

ee * my little finger ſhall be thicker than my Fa- 
« ther's Joins; my Father chaſtiſed you with 
_« whips, I will chaſtiſe you with {corpions” | 
{laſhes ended with iron )—upon which ten 
tribes out of the twelve, inſtantly revolted from | 
Rehoboam. The Prince ſorely alarmed haſtily 
fled to his chariot for ſafety, and drove off full 
ſpeed to the Capital. 
The ten revolting Tribes, blew the trumpets and 
inſtantly proclaimed Jeroboam, King of Iſrael. 

Ever afterwards the Kingdom remained thus | 
divided. Rehoboam was crowned at Jeruſalem, 
| and he aſſumed the title of King of Judah, 

The two Tribes of Benjamin and Judah WCre 
henceforward united. 

The poſterity of David, in this laſt diviſion, 
' reigned three hundred and ſeyenty-two years, 
during which period, nineteen Kings ſucceeded 
one another, with only one interruption, which 
laſted fix years, Athaliah Queen Dowager and 
| Mother of Ahaziah, having at that time DET 
| the Throne of Judah. MOTT: 
The Kingdom of Iſrael continued only two 
hundred and thirty-ſeven years, and their Kings 
were all Idolaters, which © occaſioned that 
firiking Propheſy reſpeding them, 
\ © They ſhould be as reeds ſhaken in the water.” 


'The Hiſtory of Judab, and Ifrael, during the 


ſpace of one hundred and eighteen years 1s _re- 
© :*corded, : 
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| <orded in the firſt Book, it gives the reigns 
i of the. four firſt Kings of Judah, ending with 
the: death of Jehoſophat,, and alſo the reigns of 
the cight firſt Kings of Iſrael. This Book alſo 


relates the awful, intereſting, and inftruftive 


lives, and charaQters, of the Prophet Elijah and 
_ Eliſha, 


The ſecond book of the Kings, contains the 
remaining Hiſtory of the Reigns in Judah and 


_ Tirael, to the Captivity and deſtruttion of both 


Kingdoms; that of Iſrael is continued, from the _ 
rebellion of Moab, in the reign of Ahaziah, to _ 


the Captivity and final diſperſion of Iſrael, among 


the Cities of the Medes, and the deſolate and 
uninhabited Countries of Halah and Habor, in 


the Reign of Hoſhea, the laſt King of Iſrael; a 


period of only one hundred and fiſty-nine years, 


_ as the Kingdom of Judah remained alone a hun- 
dred and thirty five years after Ifrael. 


The Hiftory of Judah, is here continued from 


the death of Jehoſophat, to the Captivity in 


| Babylon, under the reign of Zedekiah, a pace of 
two hundred and forty-four years. 


The laſt chapter relates the ſiege and fore Fa- 
mine occaſioned thereby, thoſe, who were ſlain 
by the ſword, were happier far, than thoſe who 
pined to death with hunger. On the ninth day, 
of the fourth month, after a blockade of more 


| than two years, this ſtrong Hold of Zion, an 


almoſt 
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almoſt impregnable Fort was taken by torm, and 
while a breach was male at one end of the City, 
and the Chaldeans kept pouring in their. chariots 
and their men through a private g oate at 2 dif. 
tance, which led to the King's garden, many of 
the inhabitants, and the Army eſcaped by light ; 
and at the dead of night, Zedekiah himſelf, with 
a few of his Nobles, and his Body- Guard, ſtole 
out by ſome very private road and reached the 
plains of Jericho, the Chaldees, ever on the. 
watch, ſpied them out, and diſpatched a party to 
ſeize them, they were ſoon- brought to the Camp, 
and ſent under a guard to Riblah, the head- 
quarters of Nebuchadnezer, and uſhered in to 
the royal Preſence, the King ſummoned a Coun- | 
cil, Zedekiah was brought before them, and 
convicted of treachery and rebellion. Imme-- 
diately aſter, they called in all his children, one 
by one, andexecuted them in his preſence, they 
then firuckout both the eyes of the Father, that no 


one objeft whatever might efface the bloody ſcene, ” 


or the ſad idea and remembrance of it for ever. 
Zedekiah blind, and bound in ſetters of braſs, 
was then led away a State Priſoner to Babylon, 
to grace the triumph of this mercileſs Tyrant, 
and pine out a miſerable exiſtence in a dungeon. 

In the fifth month afier, a Chaldee Officer, 
Nebuzar-adan, arrived ſrom Babylon, and was 
commiſſioned to burn to aſhes the royal Palace, 
Fm Vou, I, Beet: : and 


\ . 


\ | 


- Ls 4 R270 
"* oF S 


OE ” WT 
: . 


EE 
and the houſes of the Nobles, after plundering | 
them of all that could be ſent. off, and he burnt 


_ the whole City, and this ſuperb and magnificent I 
Temple, the ornament and glory of the world, 


after they had firſt ſtripped and plundered it of all _ 
Its treaſures, cut off from their ſtands the golden 


veſſels, pulled down the brazen pillars, cut to. 

Pieces the brazen ſea, and forwarded all the 
ſpoil to Babylon. All Judah were now carried 
away into Captivity, a few of the poor only were 


left, to dreſs the vines and cultivate the land. 
_ Gedaliah, a friend of the Prophet Jeremiah, 
obtained the appointment of Judza, and the 


new Governor kept his Court at Mizpah. The 
Prophet was here - ſupplied, by him, with all 


neceſſaries, and many of the Jewiſh Chiefs and 
Princes, who had fled during the fiege, came 
alſo to Gedaliah, and he ſware to them, and 
ſpoke kindly, fear not ye, dwell peaceably in the 
land, ſerve the King of Babylon, and it ſhall be 
well with you. Amongft others, Iſhmael a Prince 


of the blood royal, and ten of his reſolute compa- 


nions, were all of a party and on a viſit at the 


Governor's houſe; while they were hoſpita- 
| bly received as gueſts, and entertained at a feaſt 


he had made for them, they baſely murdered 


_ Gedaliah, and all the brave Chaldzans of his 
Court, : 


On- 


245 > 0-008” 

On this treacherous aſſaſſination, the Jews whs 
Had placed themſelves under his friendly protec- 
tion, now fled away to Egypt, and the Prophet 
Jeremiah was amongſt the number. 

| Aﬀeer this time the land is ſaid to have lain 
deſolate, the Sabbatic year had been much neg- 
HeQted, but throughout Judza the land now kept 
avery long and perpetual Sabbath. 
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For dignities, read dignity, | | xv For wollen, read woolen, 


offender, read offterer. X1x 
Es | Page 
For hoſpitallity, read hoſpitality .ſ} 291 
fateſt, read fatteſt. 344 


enchanted, read enchanting. || 370 
gratefu, read gratetully. 372 
ambigituy, read ambiguity. || 397 


fulfiling, read fulfilling. 

ſtrickingly, read ſtrikingly. | = 

thee, read three. | Il] 552 
known, read know. - 532 


melancholly, r. melancholy. 
For advancing, read adyanced. 


occuring, read occurtings 


intered, read interred, 

give, read gave. 

the me, read the time. 

ark, read arch. | 

forreſt, read foreſt, 

King Babylon, read King of 
Babylon, | 

on road, read on the road. 

ſent to murder me, read {ent 
a Meſſenger to murder me. 


ERRATA, Vor.. II. 


y After and, read Cyrus.)| 145 Barillus, read Batillus 
23 


 facond, read fecond. || 343 Belſhazzar, read Bel: 
50 meployed, read em- teſhazzar. 
ployed. 1] 344 Ditto, Vitto. 


0 Privildges read Pri- 


-:.Vileges. 2 


..-112 inſtance, read inſtant. f 


373 them the, read then 


_.1n the 


